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would only say that the man who doesdoe
not understand the business or who is

not prepared to stay in the gold regions

long enough to learn it had better keep
and remain at homehis money
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SIR ISAAC PITMAN

the year 1897 seems to be quite a
f memorials on the 2200 day oforof

fearjanuary
year

of this eventful year 1897 in

thee city of bath england went peace-
fully Vto hisbis rest one who in an unob-
trusive way though not quite unknown

with a steady purpose ininto fanfamee
view anand with a strong will has done so
much especially among the youth dur-
ing sixty years to foster a habitm e past
0 self help and useful aim in litelife and

whose invention has done so much to-
ward that erdend and yet of whose life-

work the man and method the
thousands perhaps millions whomany

have at some period of their life taken

the study of his invention and thoseupno
who by its aid have been able to achieve

position of profitable employment offa
their time so filittleittle is known

the present writers intimate
acquaintance with mrpersonalrhonalKpitmanaman

I1

commenced inin the early
and extended for a period

cos
three and four yearse betweenotofi mr pitman was bornbom in the year 1813 in

all manufacturing town of trowsmallki

bribridee
theidam wiltshire england where muchg

8
of the then celebrated fine woolen cloth

produced his father held a posi-
tion
wasvas

as manager otof a small factory at
lace after acquiring the elementsbaat place

Ncf14 educationon at the grammar school of

VsMs native town he assisted his father in

his duties at the factory and while so
engaged hisbis own active mind prompted
him to prepare himself by home study
duringdurine his leisure hours for therthe positionstion
of teacher in a school in which occu-
pation

a
he soon became engaged in his

native town whence after a few years

he removed to the city of bath expecting

to there exercise his vocation in a more
extended sphere he had among his

other studiesaudies9 made himself familiar
with a system of stenography Garnups
I1 believebelaev which now he had occasional j

opportunity of putting to profitable use
in repreportingting for the press ever seeking
after improveimprovementmeRt his restless prac-

tical mind conceived the idea thatthat
stenography could better serve its pur-
pose itn instead of ththee ear catching the
sound of a speakers voice then the
mentality translating that sound into the
elements of the world and formulating
a written symbol the sounds
ettereutteredcI11 could of themselves suggest the

beedeneededneeded formula acting on the idea he
juveninventedteAl a system which he named

stenographic sound hand and on
this foundation all hisbis alteraitar improve-
ments were based the necessity for a
more rapid response of the hand to the
action of the mind in putting thoughts
into words and a concise yet legible
method whereby epistolary correspond-
ence could be carried on with less ellort
and excerpts made from books docu
ments etc for future reference also
forced itselfitsel upon his attention gradu-
ally was eliminated a system on which
these advantages were secured and
leading up step by step by way of con

and 3 et equally clear to

4

those who should initiate themselves
and nlmtit very ddifficult of attainment to
fulfilfulfill all the requirements of jottingjolting
down the outpourings of the most im-
passioned orator

during the whole of the summer otof
1837 every leisure moment and even
his holidays were devoted to the per-
fecting of the system and preparing for
its publication and in november of that
yearbear it came forth in small pamphlet
form of twelve pages five inches by
three with alphabet diagrams etc on
an illustrated sheet bearing the inscrip-
tion drawn by isaac pitman stestenog-
rapher

nog
lithographedlithographerlitho graphed by bedford bris-

tol four pence per copy eight cents was
therode t estimate placed by the author
upon his production the system soon
rose into public favor steps were taken
to get it into still further prominence by
lectures eexplanatory in the cities and
towns throughout england by which
means its worth was soon acknowledged
throughout great britain about theahe
year 1851 mr B nn pitman a younger
brother of isaac pitman came to amer-
ica on a propaganda of phonogramgray by
which narnnamee the perfected system was
known and settled in cincinnati ohio
from which as a center it has also
spread throughout the united states

about four years after the issuance of
stenographic sound mind it was pro-

posed to apply the phonetic system to
longhandlorghand writing and printing of books
A aisdisclaimerclaimer of any intention to disturb
the ordinary spelling was published iinn
the third coition of inI1 n
18401840 as follows it is of couise
utopian to hope to change the present
form of spelling of the english language
but it is not utopian to attempt to int 0
duce a briefer mode of writing on the
phonetic principle then came yearsyears
of quiet dogged but at the same time
enthusiastic hard work mr pitman
alter working at his desk from five in
the morning till ten at night doing all
his own work of the office for he had
found it convenient to set up a printing
office and bindery under his own im
mecate direction and issues of his pub-
licationslications and even setting up the type
himself

i

for more than sixty years Mmrr pitman
has been a familiar figure to all the in-
habitants of the picturesque city of bath
whenever seen on the streets the idea
was impressed on the observer of a man
of an active restless nature mental and
physicalphysicalghys ical tall of spare but muscular
figuregure even when well advanced in
years his rapid easy motion might even
bede envied by men many years his junior
and his bright eyes and firm face afford-
ed ample illustration of those keen
regular habits which formed one of his
chief characteristics throughout a busy
career during the greater portion of
his protracted afiflifee he has been a practical
vegetarian a strict abstainer from
every intoxicant and methodic almost
to a fault in the habits aud duties which
his daily duties required every pro-
gressivegressive movement of the age has re-
ceived his cc operation and quiet hearty
support but to the sspellingeailing reform
his almost entire life eahass been conse-
crated

4
in his early years he followed

the practical teaching and accepted the
faith of the wesleyan community he
afterwards became a firm adherent to
the religious views promulgated by
emanuel and for many
years officiated as preacher on the sun-
day and a weekdayweek day evening in a small

church erected by that community ittita
Twreton a small village in the immedi-
ate neighborhood of bath

As to the merits of his invention it
received the attention of millions it is
impossible to estimate the number of
repersonsesons who write shorthand annety
six perpar cent of the reporters on thefhe
daily press use his system and its capa-
bilitiesbilities for letter writing are fully appre-
ciated by the tens of thousands who
make use of it for that purpose her
lately stated in an interview there is
no estimate or census of the number olof
phonographphotographersers in the world but the sale
of teaching books the phonographic
teacher manual of and
phonographic instructor is now about

per aannum its capacity forfoe
rapid reporting isis proved by the factface
that words per minute has been
written by his system as many as can be
clearly uttered by a rapraad d speaker the
system has also been applied to about
fifteen other languages including welsh
french Ititalianaltan german Japanjapaneseesq
spanish dutch chinese and mala
gese

in 1887 a jubilee of was
held and presentations testimonials
letters of thanks were showered upon
him from all parts of the world later
inin 1894 the labor of his lifetime met a
national rrecognitioncognition and this grand old
manyman received the honor of knighthood
he has passed away leaving no pos-
terity behind him the invention of so

a system of writing is fully suffi-
cient of itself to hand his name down in
uuniversalniversal esteem but there is one
small matter which the writer has never
yet seen recorded which should entitle
sir isaac pitman to a gratitude more
universal and more lasting if possible
i thanban even the invention of

to the present generation the benefits
and facilities otof a cheap postage rate for
letters etc is accepted with scarce a
thought ever occurring of the condition
of matters before this boon was present-
ed the most common almost the only
method in early times to ensure thothe
secrecy of a letter was to fold it up and
insert one end in the other securing the
01openingening either with seatingsealing wax or a
wafer later on envelopes were intro
deuced and these not being gummed as
at present were secured as the ordinaordinary
letters had been gummed sheets wawith
small squares containing mottoes
of various kinds were suase

added lorfor the purposedurpose
the method of payment was for
the sender to present the letter lothto the
postofficepost office clerk deposit the fee and see v

the amount inscribed with pen and inkinic
usually red on the face ofcf the letter
which method sufficed for the limited
bbusinessU siness transacted through the mails
a ccumbrous method at the best and in
evolving much trouble in keeping ac
counts and auditing the same the pre-
pa ment system was not insisted on the
receiver more frequently paying the
fee

it was a somewhat singular coinci-
dence that in the same year 1837 tthatat
isaac pitman put forth his stenographica IIIi C
sound hand the foundation 0of tthehe
spelling delormRereformlorm that sir rowland
hill for a sketch of the life of sir
rowland hill see juvenile instructor of0
1886 page 17 issued a pamphlet advo-
cating a cheap and uniform rate of post
age his idea met with immediate ap-
proval by the great majority of his fitfel


