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BELGIUM'S GREAT AND

The first indloation that the natlons
of the world may possibly declde luI

make the last year of the century &
year of peace comes from Helgium,
where one of the most novel of projects

I8 now under way
vast gums of money In reconstructing
its war fleets, the natlon has deter-
mined to use the appropriation in cons
structing and fitting out a peace navy, |
the duty of which shall be to introduce
the Relgian nation, its flag and Its |
products to every port of importance |
in the world,

Ingtead of spending

In other words, instead of battleships,
erulgers, gunhboats and other destructive
eraft the projected Belgian flest

|
|
I8 10 l
consiet of State ships fitted with sam- |
|

ples of Delgian products, and these ves.
féls are to be kept plying from port to
port in African, Asiatic, American and

Australian waters. By this means it |
will be possible for the nation to come

thoroughly in touch with the world, |
New commmercial methods will be sug-
gested, new markets will be opened,

and, it 18 quite possible, a new era of |
prosperity may dawn for the nation,

For some time past the naval

tion has been an important one In Hels

glum, According to the authorities, a |

very large sum of money must be spent |

if the fleet was to be put upon a mr‘

|

|

!

ues.

with thoge of other nations, To do this
meant an incremse In  taxation that
would prove a great hardship to the
people of the country, many of whom
alrendy felt the pangs of the tightening
times.

The mattes when brought before the
Ministry was discussed at length, and |
waa finally settled by the adoption of
the scheme proposed by the King. In-
gtead of vessels of war they would
bufld vessels of peace. Instead of vis-
iting ports for purposes of intimidation,
if not for actual destruction, they would
inaugurate an indusirial navy, a flect
that would be nothing enore or less
than a floating commercial museum un-
der patronage of the Government,

A POVULAR PROJECT,

The noveity of such a scheme im- |
mediately appealed to the poople, and
the effect has been far betts than

even the King himself could have as-
sumed that it would i The feeling of
disquietude that has guished the
past two years of his reign & heen al
moet entirely settied ry one is

working with every one else to make
the new project a success,

Already two ships ar practically
ready to bhe put in nmigslon, and
others are to be constri at ohee

he blg Belgian
1903, the nation

g0 that by the time «
exposition at Liege,

and its products will have becom:
thoroughly introduced to the world, As
the result those who have been lament.
Ing the fact that the country had n
naval ferce to officially digplay the flag
in distant ports are satlsfied that th

begt thing has been done, and it
likely that anything more will be
about the creation of an armed fleet
Aoccording to the pre intentlons
the new indugtrial navy will consist of

s un-
sald

about seven or elght ships that shal
be state property, They will b«
manned by sallorg wearing the Belglan
uniforen and will carry some marines

The ships will be protected by a few
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THE GREAT NATURAL PHENOMENON WHICH SCIEN
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STRANGE NAVAL PROJECT.

State Ships to Be Sent Around the World to Advertis: the Nation, Its Fiag and Its Products

guns, but they will be g0 consgtructed

that in case of actual war they could be
easlly used ar an armed fleet,

In this way there will be no fleet to
keep in idleness during ghe perfods of
peace, and nothing wili hivve b
that can pogsibly be regarded as incon-
sistent with the country's newtral tra.
ditlons,

There are few countries of Europe of

€0 Aone

| which less Is known than of Belgium

Occaslonally the name of the King, or
gome glight reference to the country,
appears in the news reports of the day,
but there are « ymparatively few per
fons who know much more about the

nation except fn a general way., The
Belgians realize this, and they regret
that guch conditiony have existed so
Ong.
WELL-ENOWN LAND.
They are determined, however, that
this shail be changed in the future, and

they belleve that within the next two
years they will be able to make their
land the best known country In Europe,
The contract is & big one, but they are
setting out energetically to nil it

The first step that was taken was
the establishment of a line of stemers
hetween Antwerp and the Congo Free

State, and the formation of several
companies to develop the commerce
and Industries of several sectiong of
Africa. Then came the proposed com-
mercial migsion to China and the an-
nouncament of & great nternational ex-

position to be held at Liege
According to every indication, there §s

no reason why Belgium should not
profit greatly by such a scheme. To-
day she Is practically unknown com-

merclally, except in certaln ports and
cities of Europe. Ry the tinie her ships
have voyaged once or twice around the
giobe, Rer name will be a familiar one
in commercial cirelex, for she has many
things to show-—~things that wiil make
her ships Interesting and attractive,
One of the greatast sources of wealth
in Bolgium I8 the mineral products, of

| which there are so many in the king-
lom, Coal, lron, zine, mangat » and
marble rre found o abundan and
there are many quarries of lin
granite, slate and sandsion There nt
in the kingdom no less than 330 ¢
mines, producing 1 e than twent
miilion tonsg annually, 0 gives em
ploynent to more than ndrad thou
sand workmer T richest of thes

mines are |
fron abounds chietly in the province of
Namut
It 18 not to the mineral products of
the kingdam thut Belgiom looks for her
prosperity, however. Already ghe has i
market for all the {ron, coal, lead and
ilar materlal that she can supply:
but what she hopes to be able to do 18

to find new markets for the goods that
ghe manufactures go extensively
These articles
ton, Hnen, cutlery, carpets, m
paper, woolén cloth, ete. The
f Flanders, as well ag the
Brabant, have a world-wid
FAVORADLY

ronsiet chiefly of cot.
inery,
*linens
laces of
reputation,
TED

ol A

There are few ( n Furope
that are more favorably gltusted for
commerce than Belgium Antwerp,
which has a most excellent harbor, was
formerly one of the greatest commer-

| - —

FRENCH BOYS WHO MAY SOME DAY VISIT THEIR COUSINS,

clal eitles , And tha trade of

of Europ

{ the country has !
prosperous, and It noted by nu.
merous canals and r Aus '

To-day the chief articles of export
are the conl and iron, ths linen g ods, |
woolen cloth, cotton stuffs, flax, lace,
paper, glass, firearms, hides, raw sugar,
zine and grain, In amount, however,
the exports and importg are nearly
equal, each averaging about $500,000,0

| & Y oan In progpercus times g many

| as seven thousand vessels, with a ton-
nage of 3,000,000, enter and leave the

| P irts during the year, and there is al-
Ways an extensive trade to and from
| Germany and the other countries of

i Europe. The articles that are imported
consist chiefl vool, cotton, cereals,
hides, coffy timber, copper, sugar,
gk goods, leather and petroleum

Such 18 the country that is attempting
to lead the way to the reallzation of
universal peace based upon the highest
form of commercial Interests, The

scheme 18 a novel one, so unique in its
conception that the nations of the world
are doubtful ag to its effect, Dut there
{8 no doubt that its progress will be
watched with intérést and its ST ]
will result in the establishment of such
peaceful naval fleets by other nations
that are more anxious to extend their
trade than thay are (o go 10 war,

TELEGRAPHING
WITHOUT WIRES.

iy Marconi,
Mossages by wireless telegraphy can
now be sent with certainty up to 110
miles, of which sixty is over water and

gl

the remalnder over land, Messages are
not lost through the curvature of the
caurth, which is about 1,000 feet in
ighty miles, and work all right from a
| wi t a height of 130 feet. Weather
litlons cannot interfere, and the |
[ messages cannot be “jammed" or
n in transit, for the reason that the
| transmitters and recelvers, to be really
ficlent, musgt be In “tune"—that Is,
{ Iy m work in harmony. This

g 1t almost impossible for a re.
r to take 4 meesage that 18 not in
ended for |}
This “tuning” has, up to the present
nly been tried in three or four cases
r long distances, The distances hv
vhich the messages have been sent were
at first wholly dependent on the height

| of the vertical wire, bat by one dis.
| covery after another I have been ahle
'to reduce the required height; that is,

I T have created conditions equivalent to
setual height

My apparatus for sending telegraphle

messages without wires congists of two

poles, one at the gending and one at
the recelving station, Each pole sup-
ports a vertical wire, The transmit.

ting wire {8 charged with a current of
electriclty at high tension, which dls
charges to the earth through a sghort
“spark gap.” This discharge congisty
of a rush of electrical energy between
the earth and the wire, and ereates 'y
{ the fraction of a second & rapidly os.

THE

GOULD, AND THE TWO LITTLE ONES OF EDWIN GOULD'S FAM-

1LY,

AFTER AN ABSENCE OF OVER FOUR YEARS THE COUNTESR RET URNS TO THE LAND OF HER BIRTH
FOR A VIBIT; SHE I8 ACCOMPANIED BY HER HUSBAND, AND IN HONOR OF THE YOUNG COUPLE
MANY BRILLIANT SOCIETY AFFAIRS HAVE BEEN PLANNED.

wever veased to bel

»

'S MAY OCCUR AT ALMOBT ANY TIME
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'(‘.im'.:l:i: current of electrlelty In th
wire, The vibration leaves the trans-
mitter and starts on he Journey through
the alr in the form of elect
that radiate in all directicns, }
heat and sound. When the o

or waves of electrie
: recelving appardtus an

ey
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Scientists  Deseribe  the Terrible
Things Thal Will Bappen When the
Hawaiian Voleano Duries Iiself
in the Sea,

Dy, Wilhelm Meyer, the noled Ger-
man professor of geol

iy, is predicting

that all kindg of hor th

Uime.

lable to happen at any A
makes his predictions of more than or»
dinary interest to the people of this
ountry & the fact that he belleves

that the United Btates s to be the very
head centre of all thes tlastrophes
Of courge, it Is quite possible that, like
many other prophets of evil, Dr. Meyer
I8 mistaken, but he {8 now engaged In
explaining his theory to the ecientific
world, and it must be admitted that
European sclentists

that has never been forgotten,
A VOLCANO HORROR,
nda lelands horror, which s
ng ueed by Profeszor Meyer to
his theory, occurred In Au-
when, en a particalarly hot

The 8

iay, the Ve wno Krakatoa swidenly
oW 1 oft, a channel
{ the waterg, There 18 no Hmit
s the { the gea and there
ti Hmit to the fAre in the
tre of earth, but this time the

tor, although the vol-
1al wave of sich gi-

ean was the vic
threw up a ti

Y s as to wreck the
cousts of the Sunfa Stralts in their en-

ngth and for thirty or forty miles

inln
4 |

inland
Pefore that immense wall of water,
, more than one hundred feet in height,

PHEDELGIAND —

THE AGED RULER WHO HAS INVENTED A STRANGE YET ATTRAC-
METHOD OF ADVERTISING HIS COUNTRY TO THE NA-
TIONS OF THE WORLD,

up in the wire

when it originated. This agitation is

| the opposite corner beat the air sud-
| denly with a fan, waves of atmos-
| pherie energy would be sent through
the space lLetwesn the fan and the
string and agitate the string in obe-
dience 10 the motion of the fan, but

with less force—part of the energy be- |

ing lost in {ts Journey across the room
| 80 1t is with the electric force thrown
| from the sending wire of my apparatus,
It journeys through space until it
| reaches the hanging wire of the recelv-
| Ing apparatus, and the electric waves
vibrate in it as the air waves agitated
| the string when the fan set them Jn
motion,
e agitation of the receiving wire
by these waves causes an alternate
| breaking and connecting of the electrie

i current according to the length of the
wave or the time elapsing between each
r wave, and this is recorded by the tele-

{ graph Instrument with which the wire
| 18 connected.  Alr waves are, of course,
I gtopped or deflegted by solid substances
that may be in thelr courge. The elec-
tric waves thrown off my transmitting
r sending apparatus go through or
around all =olld substances, They are
not gtopped or deflected by the curva-
ture of the earth or by any high bulld-
ings that may be between the sending
and receiving wires,

My first discoveries of the possibilf-
| ties of wireless telegraphy were made
in 1895, and the firet #ignals were trans-
mitted over two miles. Since that time
the apparatus has been perfected and
varicus Important attachments bave
been worked out, >

with less enérgy than ’rrverythlng bulit by the hand of man |

! fell, the country In the neighborhood ol
| tne funda Siraits was made desolate

for “every living substance was de-
| stroyed which was upon the face of the
| ground, both man and cattle, and the

INSIDE THERE WILL BE EVERY
IN BELGIUM; AS STOPS ARE

nmunicated to the receiving tele-
greph instrument with which the wire
1§ conne and causes & local elreult
to open and cloge in obedicnee t0 the
opening and closing of the circult In
the ting Ingtrument.

A &y illugtration of the effect of
these electric waves on the wire of the
receiving apparatus is the following:

If one were to hang a #tring from the |

ceiling in ome corner of a ropm and lnl

TYPE OF COMMERCIAL SHIP
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ereeping things and the fowl of the |
hepvens," |

It was a deluge after the patlern ofl
Noah's, although gmaller, and the cn—'
| tire world felt it powerful impetus. As
It galned spacve and broadened, how-
’ ever, It grew smaller and smaller and
| 1ts destructive power was legsened. In |
1

spite of this in a single day, :"-:H‘“m.'"
from both sides, this tidal wave trav- |
led half the circumference of the
earth, with & velocity that wag twiee |
great gf that of sound traveling |
through the atmosphere, |

s

N «

urse, there ¥ no comparison be-

: tween ‘the defunet  Krakatoa and
| Mauna Loa. The voleano that lald
| waste the Btralts of Sunda was f mere

infant whon compared to the glgantie |

infa
Hawailan

| Ha voleano, Krakatoa was sit-
| uated about M0 feet under the waters of |
| the Bea of Java and was a compara- |
?lr\w) small affalr, whereas

Mauna \
Loa {8 one of the largest of the active
voleanoes today. !

It riges 12,000 feet above the sgea, It |
hag a crater that fa 8,000 feet (ndjiameter |
and I8 at least 600 feet deep. The esti-
mate of 600 feet, howaver, Is one that 1s
serfously queationed and It must be ad- |

many prominent | mitted that no one knows how deep it
l...\l Ir., n pessimistic enough (o .u;l--c# g, It may be 6000 or it may be 10,000 |
with him, feet under the water of the Paclfle, and
According to the theory of Professor | the wall that geparates it from the |
Meyer, the earth Is liable to be visited | hoaan n ay be only a few hundred feet
by a deluge at any moment, (or he be- | ihiok
lieves that the two great volcanoes of A NATIONAL DISASTER.
Hawall are on the point of gollapse, 7
If they should sink into the zea the re- If the botiom should drop out of
gult wowld be simply appalling, for the | Mauna Loa, therefore, there would be |
fleod, which would have Iitg greatest | few people left to tell the story of the
effect in the territory of the United | disaster, If the gigantic voleatio should
States, would be world wide in Its | fall into the Pacific Ocean the wave
power for destructlon, 'Imt wowld rise would be powerful |
While mueh of Dy, Meyer's theory I8 | eanough to sweep across all the cone |
too technlcally fentifie to be of gen- | tinents of the earth, Clties and hills
eral Interest, the idea that he advances y would allke beé razed and evéry living |
fs one that will attract attention In [ creature, no matter how far Inland, |
every part of the world, It was only | would be drowned,
a camparatively few years ago when & It Is possible that there are some |
similar catastrophe occurred, and, al- | mountaln dwelling peoples wha would |
though it was upon a much smaller | escape such a deluge, for there s al
geale than the deluge that 1s now pre- | limit to the height and strength of even
dleted, the terrible destruction of Jife { so great a wave, In such a case these
ind property that resulted 18 & matier | mountaineers would have to be the

Noahs whose |]V|()' it would be to re-
populate the earth, |

For many years Professor Meyver has |
been moking a speclal study of voleas |
f and heé but recently visited Ha- |
wall to make a careful investigation |
1-4 the condition of Maung Loa, and
|

1

!

|

1

|

11%!‘ of the new creation, the modern
| nos

|

its brother voleano, Mavna Kea. Upon
his return to Europe he reported that |
he had found them both suspiclously
active, and he feared that they might
hecome dangerous at any time, For |
vears the voleanoes have been quiet. |
Occaslondlly they have shown some In- |
dications of life, but the eruption of |
Mauna Loa on July 4 was the first
serious disturbance that had occurred
in twelve years,

Some jdea of the forece of guch an
eruption may be gained from the fact
that the disturbance of the earth was
felt a8 far as San Francisco, There
It apppeared as a serles of earthquakes
that ghook Lhe California coast almost
from end to end, It 8o happened that
several geologists were present at the
time, and they found considerable evi-
dence in support of the theory that the
earthquake felt in California was the
direct result of the voleanie eruptions
on the igland of Hawall,

If such a small disturbance can be
felt #o far, how much more seriows it
would be If the great Mauna Loa, or
ity almost as gigantic brother should
entirely blow off its head,

It now seems to be the opinion of
scientists In  general that natural
phenomena like the history of mankind
aiways repeat themselves, 'The first
deluge of which man has any record |s
that which I8 chronicled in the Bible,
and it 1s now belleved that that flood,
from which only Noah and his family
were saved, was due to just such a
capse as that which is illustrated by
the falling of Krakatoa,

FLOODE TO COMB.

Sclentists also agree In the opinion
that before and since that time there
have been many similar floods, uot del-
uges that have sweépl the face of the
earth, but floods that have hagd serious
local effects, The traditionsof every race
of people on the face of the globe Lear
record to such a flood, and it i not at
all likely that all refer to the same del-
uge. In faet, there I8 every reason to
believe that these floods have been of
lates that are widely separated and It
(g this fact that is inspiring seience In
its study of the voleanoes, They know
if the disasters that have occurred ang
they know that others will come. The
only question s, When?

During the past score of years the
scientiste have learned many new
things about the voleano, and it {8 not
at all improbable that some day geolo-
Rists will be able to figure out just how

many years of preparation it takbs for

1 deluge to devélop, or how many
| ¥ears it requires for a voleano to lw-l
| come ready to sink Into the sea. To-
| day no man has any fdea as to the |
| length of this period. For all we know |
| the time may be 500 oF even 2.000 vears |
I\.}mf wnt, or, on the other hand, n.m.(_v
| come at 4ny lay, but when It comes,
| h If 1t s Mauna Loa that sinks,
| entiats have figured just what |
| ! N ry continent of !hv}
| world will be swept by the gigantic

tidal wave, before which nothing can |

and eavery
| selence

achlevement of art or |
, everything that represents the
advancement of civilzation will be
swamped and destroyed,

Such are the predictions of the latest
prophets of evil, and we can only hopa
that their horrible visions may be as
far from the truth as those of the many
prognosticators that have preceded
them, for if they ghould by any chance
be true po art of man would be able
to prevent or even postpone the coming
of the fatal day.

In speaking of his predictions Pro.
fessor Meyer sald: "I certalnly be. |
lfeve that the performance of the little |
Krakatoa will some day be duplicated
by the gigantic Mauna Loa, 1 do not
| mean to say that this will happen with-
in the lifetime of the present genera- |
tion, but it is not at al impossible
that It may ocour to-day or to morrow, |
When it does come . the catastrophe,
starting at Hawail, will be a mil-
lon times greater than the minlature |
i eruption In the Eastern Archipelngo” |
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'~ COMY SELECTED BY BELGIUM TO CAR GOODS AROUND TH
THERE WILL BE A LARGE F LECT OF THESE VESSELS ThAT WILL MIAIT RVERY POUT:

| business

| his firm consi

[ of the

| monds.

MERCHANDISE MANUFACTURED
{00DS WILL BE EXHIBITED AT THE DIFFERENT POR

THE WORLYS
BIGHEST

Alfred Deit of Rongy Africa 1,
Least One Thosgy i} o 3

Al !wL,

The only man Iy 1)
puted to be worth
thousand milllon do),
clzed German, A o
Uress, If you car
Cape Town, or Kin
nesburg, South Africy
London,

Mr. Belt 1a yot on 1
fifty, having been bory (o
1863, and has made hie oy oy
fune in the last twen

It I8 all very lke o fo).y 008
to read of a man we -1-,. ¢ "Douk g
lions, and to know that ey,
him 8o rich I8 not lana
factories or shops, «
oll flelds, but just g

The very things
came W him In
a8 a4 result of riches

Alfred Belt was g et
chant's son in Hamby ‘
into the ofllee, w!
check and su vl
to shipments and re .
and from the ports of o e
herit a comfortable in for
old ehipping busin.ss ' 4
family, a4 taste in my T ‘4
gard for beer, and go g he

W
4|
y

- it £

£ ¥

respected but very little kp
merchant, 3
But about the time he ws
ind giving
other delights of stud
was a sudden comme;
South African tow;
which promised sneh
leved 1t w :
repregentative into this
land 1o examine and s
country justifled b
the traders In wll sorts of o,
machlpery were dema :
burg merchants
Dinmonds, wealth in its most «
trated form, had bee .
Orange River country o
1870, or possibly a vy« ' :
cmne of even great nond o
found In Kimberley 1o the norpe 8
There was a rush to 1} .
all over South Africa
all over the world, byt
1870 that the slow-moy
Hamburg firm of which
was 4 member felt the t
petus of the new trade gy
to Induce them to send out
tigate,
That sort of work require
and health and activity and peria

1 the ¢

the enthusiasm of a

Alfred Beit, then twenty-ty .,v
age, was outfitted with oredl wu

arms, with letters of

Introduetion

careful Instruction and §
blessing and set sall for Cape 1
thence by bullock t b=fbr the nt
the ndl
road was not yet buili—deros 0

Colony, the Pree Swate, 1
#0 Into Kimberloy,
He found a elty of madmen
Thousands had rushed in; taks
or hought land, worked the « ,,’,..'
blue or yellow clay filled, as inay
ding with frult, with the dull sy

ALFRED BEIT, THE RICHEST NA§ N
IN S30UTH AFRICA s

which could be cut and pollshed It
the jewels for which the world wod
give fortunes

He was cool-headed, a man
business methods by Inheritance, i
he saw that there could very sl M
100 much of a4 good thing, evea

{ onderl¥

He undertook then a work whid b it
usually attributed wholly to . | R
Rhodes, who did not go into the &
trict until some years afterward, O
work of first combining and then &+
tematizing the diamond mining nd
try
This 18 not to =ay that Rhode
ot have 4 large hand in the ultim
close-corporation result. He did; W -
young Belt was first in the field &
to realize that dlamonds might b!\*'ﬂf
80 cheap as to be profitless to mit
first to begin the quiet buying “;"'c
scattered and confiicting claims; 2%
to see that there was wealth beyo
the dreams of avarice only if the j*
duction of dlamonds should be kg
down to the point where they woud
be frealy absorbed by the nation st B8
old standard price,

The result was a combination ¥
Is a model of Its kind. The grest ¥
Beers mine has for years pald ﬂ"'f”
a half per cent. on its bonds and el
per ¢ent, (li\‘ldo-nc;s- on s §LO0K
g capitalized at $40,000,000

Rhodes, dashing, seneatlonal ﬂ‘:
along and became the chiel ﬂf_'J"“
the public eye when (hat €f¢ “'
turned toward South Africa, but v
ways there was the firm of ““'53";
Reit & Co," at work for the greal®s
profit and the smallest amount of ¥
toriety,

Ve
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