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In the first and second chapter of Gene-
sis, in the new translation, given by ianspi-
ration through Joseph Smith the Prophet,
this subject is made very plain, After
Joseph had trspslated the Book of Mor-
mon rrom the gold plates the Lord enm-
manded him to translate the Bible. Now
fon Enow that we have no inspired trans-
ator at the present day among any of the
nations, e bave translations of the Blble
made by the wisdom and learning of men,
but as each translator bas differed in his
views no two of them agree. Indeed when
we go back in the history of the Bible, we
find that about four hundred and fifty
years before Christ Ezra compiled into one
volume the different books of the Old Tes-
tament so far as they were given, Pre-
vious to that they bad been In scattered
manuscripts, The five books of Moses were
kept in the Ark of the Testament, The
writings of Joshua and others who follow-
ed Moses were kept here and there, and
but very few copies were to be had in those
early days. Indeed so scarce were the
copies of the Bible that in the days of the
kKings of Israel they had lost almost all
knowledge of any written copy of the
Bible. They retained many of their ordi-
nances, their temple worship, and so oun,
but written copies of the Bible had so
nearly disappeared, that on repairing the
tempie at a certain time they found a copy
of it hid up, butthey did not know whether
it was true or not. They had nuthinEto
compare it with, and the only way they
eould ascertain whether it was a true copy
of the Bible was té send for a man of God—
a prophet—and get him to ioguire of . ke
Lord whether it was genuine ornot. Thus
we seethat the people in those early ages
were not favored as wWe are in these days
with copies of the Bible. But Ezra, so-
cordirg tothe history, gathered up these
fragments as far as he could.

wo hundred years befcre Christ there
were seventy-two Israelites, said o be six
out of eaech tribe, met together in the ey
of Alexandria in Egypt, and they transia-
ted the law of Moses, the prophets and the
psalms from such Hebrew copies as they
happened to have possession of, into the
Greek: This was called the Septuagint
transiation. . |

Jerome, a staunch Boman Catholig,
tmnlst_etf this Greek version called the
Septuagint into what was termed the Vulx
gate—a Latin translation. That, and copies
of it made by scribes for many generations,
became the Bible of the Roman Catholies;
and even to this dsy, so far as they use
Latin they appeal to that edition ¢f the
Beriptures called the Vulgate.

In the year 1610 the Vulgate edition was
translated into English. 'his was called the
Douay Bible, because it was published at
the town of Do in France,and it is the
Roman Catholic Bible, so far as the EKag-
lish translation is conocerned, to the present
day. Itdiffers materially from the Protes-
tant Bible,

About the same time that the Douay
transtation was published—in 1607, King
James the First appointed fifry~lour men,
some six or seven of whom did not serve,
lo translate the Bible from the original
Hebrew, and they gave us thal version
called King James’ translaiion, _

All these translators that: I have spoken |
of translated by their own wisdom, accord-
ing te the best understanding they kad.

Noune of them were prophets or revelators,
and not one of them understood the mean-
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peared to him In the spirit so would he ap-
pear to his brethren in the flesh in fature
generations, and said he, *‘I am be that
was prepared from befure the foundation
of the word, to redeemn my people.” He
farthermore addressed himself to this
great man saying, “Seest thou that thou
art created in mine owp image ?”’ That is,
man bere on the earth is im the image of
that spiritnal body or personage of Jesus,

8o far as we are not deformed, *'Seestthou
that tbou art created In mine own image,
yea even in the beginning created I'all men
after mine own image.”” This is about the
only place that refers pointedly to tbe pre-

existance of man in the Book of Mor-
mon, I thipk there areone or two other
passages in which it is just referred to,

Now admit, as the Latter-day Saints do,
that we had a previous existence, and that
when we die we shall return to God and
our former habitation, where we shall be-
hold the face of our Father, and the ques-
tion imwediately arises, shall we bave our
memories so inereased by the Spirit of the
living God that we shall ever remem ber
onr previous existence ? 1 think we shall,
Jesus seems to have gained this even here
in this world, otherwise he would not have
prayed, saying, ‘‘Father, glorify thom nie
with that glory which I had with thee be-
fore the world was,’”” showiog plainly that
he had obtained by revelation a knowledge
from his Father of something about the glo-
ry that he had before the world was, This
being the case with Jesus, why not his
younger brethren also obtain this informa-
tion by revelation? And when we do re~
tarn back into the presence of our Father,
will we not there also have our memories
so quicke ed that we will remember his
face, having dwelt in his presence for
thousands of years ? It will not be like go-
ing to visit strangers that we have never
seen before. Is not this a comfort to per-
sons who expect to depart this life, like all
the rest of the human family ¥ They have a
consolation that they are going not among
strangers, not to & beiug whose face they
never saw, hut to one whom they will re
engoize, and will remember, having dwelt
with hien for ‘Fﬂ before the world was,
Looking upoa it in the light of reason, in-
dependent of revelation, if a person were to
form a system of religion aceording to the
best light that he had, would it not be more
nappifying and caleu'ated more im its
nature to give joy and peace to the mind
to suppose that we were going back to a
personage we were well acquainted with,
rather than to one we had noideaot? 1
think I should prefer, so far as reason i
concerned, to be well acquainted with peo-
ple I am going among.

These are the ax pectations of the Latter-
day Salnts ; we do vot expect to go among
strangers, Woen we get back there we ex-
nect the place to be familiar to us, and
when we meet tl is, that and the other one
of all the human family tbat have beeu
here on the earth, we shall recognize them
as those with whom we have dwels thou
sands of years in the presemce of our
Father and God. This renewing of eld
triendships and acquaintances, and again
enjoying all the glory we once possessed,
will be a great satisfsction to all who are
privileged to do so, |

It we ever dwell there, it is altogether
likely that God meadesome promises to us
when there. He would converse with us,
and cheer us up. Being his offspring—his
sons and dsughters,he would not be austere

ing of theoriginal text like a man of God
filled with the Holy Ghost. Batthey bhave
made a very good tranalation notwithstand-
ing, especially the forty-séven who labored
unaer the appointment of Kiug James.

Different parts of the Secri

us the very best copy _ ;
tence, 80 far as trauslations by human wis-
d.m are concerned,

But to e me back again, aa I sald before,
after having translated the Book of Mor-
mon, this young man, Joseph Smith, a
man of no eduecation and Jearning, com-
paratively speaking, was commanded to
translate the Bible by inspiration. He
commenced the work, and 1hes first and
segond chapters of Genesis contalning the
history of the creation are very plaia and
full. In the first chapter the Lord speaks
aboat the spiritual creation of all things
before they were made lemporally, In the
second chapter he on to stale that
there was not yet & man to till the ground,
“for in heaven created I them.”” ''That ex-
plains the mystery about the work previ-
ously speken of in the first chapter, and
shows that it had reference to the great
work which God had performed in the
heavens before he made this earth tempo-
rally. 'Thissame doetrine is inculcated in
some small degree in the Book of Mormon,
However, I do not think that 1 sheuld
have ever discerned it in _ that
boock had it not been for the new
translation of the Scriptures, tbat throwing
so much light and information on the sub-
ject, that I aearched the Book of Mormon
to see if there were indications in it that
related to the pre-existence of man. |1
found them in a great revelation that was
given to the prophet who led the first col~
ony to this country from the Tewer of
Babel at the time the language was con-
founded. This great prophet had a re-
markable vision before he arrived on this
continent. In this vision he saw the spir-
itual personage of our Savior as hé existed
befors he came to take upon him flesh and |

ptures were por- |
tioned out smong six ditfereat eclasses of | 588
translators, and they, I believe, have given |
of the Bible in exis> |

bones; and Jesus, in talking to this great
man of God, informed him thatas he ap-|
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and unwilling to converse ‘with his own
children, but he would teach them a great
many things, And all this will be famil~
iar tous. Weread in the New Testament
that God did make promises to us before
this world was made. I recoliect one pas
e in one of the epistles of Paul, either to
Timothy or Titus, the apostie says, "“‘In
bope of eternal life, which God, who ean
not lie, promised before the world began,”
To whom did he make that promiser I
contend that we had the promise of eternal
life betore the world began on eertain cons
ditions-if we would comply wiih the gos-
pel of the Son of God, by repenting of our
sins and being fai.hful in keepiug the com-
mandments of God,

There are many Secriptures in the Neéw
Testamment that bave relalion to the pre-
vious existence of manm, which I do not at
this time feel disposed to quote. They can
be searched up by the Latter-day Saints,
and by all who are curicus enough to en-
quire into these thiugs. There are some
other things however, which I lfeel anxious
to bring forth in connection with the pre-
existence of man. One thing is our origin
more faully. I have already stated that the
spirits of the children of men were born un-
to their parents, Now who are the parents
of these children? | |

There are certain promises made to the
Latter-day Saints, one of ithem being that
when we take a wife here in this world,
it 18 our privilege by obedlience to the
ordinances of Heaven, t& have that wife
married to us for time and for all eternity.
This is a promise which God has made by
revelation to his Church, hence the Latter-
day Saints believe in the eternity of the

marriage covenant. This iz one of our.

fundamental dooirines. We consider that
a marriage for time alone is after tue old
Gentile order, and they have lost all
knowledge of the true ordinances and
order of Heaven, They marry until death
separates them, I believe that almost
every religious society,in their marriage
ceremony, use this' phrase, *1 pronounce
you man and wife until death shsll part
ou!” This sort of a marriage never orig-

ated with God; the marriage that origin~ k
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ated with him is the same as that >f which
we had an example in the beginning—the
first marriage that was ever celebrated
here on the earth, Do you enquire what
was the form cf that first ndarriage between
Adam and Eve? I will explain itin a few
words. Thaﬂownrn united as husband and
wife by the Liord himself; when they were
united they did not xnow anything about
death, for they had not partaken ol the
fruit of the tree that was forbidden, and
they were then immortal beings., Here
were two beings united who were as im-
mortal as you will be when you come forth
| from your graves in the morning of the
first resurrection. Under these eonditions
Adam and Eve were married. I do not
believe that the Lord used the eeremon
that is now used—1 marry you until deat
shall separate you, bty what means did
death eome into the world? After this
marriage by partaking of the forbidden
fruit, they brought death on both male and
female, or as the Apostie Paul says, “By
one man sin and death entered into the
world, even 8o shall all be made alive, and
every man in his own order.,

It seems then, that if there had been neo
sin death never would have come upon
| Adam and Eve, and they would have been

liviag to-day, immortal, nearly six thous-
and years after being placed in the Garden
of Eden, and would they not still be hus-
band and wife? Certainly, and so they
would continue if millions and miliions of
ages should pass away, and you ¢ould not
point out any period in the future, when
this relation would cease; no matter how
msny myriads of ages might pass away,
unmiess they by sin brought deata into the
world. All will adwit, who reflsct on the
Iaubjaut, that tois marriage was for eternity,

atud that death interfered with it only for

the time being, until the resurrection
| shonld bring them forth »nd reuuvite them.

The “Mormons,™ or Latter-day aints, be-
iieve tn this kind of marriage, and the Nrst one
ever pertormed ou the earth 18 a patitern for us.
Moreover God bas revealed 10 us the nature of
marriage, and that its relationshl ps are to exiss
after thoe resurrection, aud that it must be allen-
ded m}u this life in vraer o secure 1t for the
next life. Foriowtance, if yeu wish to obtajn a
great many Diessiugs pertainipg (o the fuiure
world, you bave to secure these blessings bere.
You canuot be baptized in the pext state of ¢x-
isteuce for the rewission of sins; that s an oroj-
pance pertainl g rowbe flesh, whieh you must
attend to here. And so with all other ordinan-
ces which God ha8 ordained, you bave to pariake
of them here io order tv have & clalm on the
promises hereafter. 1t 18 so wilh regard to
marriage; and this agrees with what Jesus has
sald 10 relation 10 their not marrylng nor g..,lnl
n marriage io that world, There will no
such thing there. Why? Because this is the

orld for all 1here ordinsnces 10 be atitended to.
Earu 18 Lthe pla_e to secure all the blessings for
the next world. We bhave to show In this proba-
tion that we will be obedieut In obeyiug the
commandments of Hea\en sv that we may bave
& ¢laim vn every blessing pertaining Lo the nexi
life. Consequently, we bave Lo se¢ure this mar-
risge lor eteruity while in this worid. When &
fewale 1o the Latter day Sajut Courch marries a
perwon outside the ¢ hitis not & marrisgein
our estimation, o the scriptural sense ol the word,
1t 18 only & union until death sbali part them,
- When a person does this we really cousider Lthem
weak in the faub; indeed it 18 equivaleut in my
‘estimaniou not only to being weuk In the Tain,;
Jhurkuimu these revelations were given on the

subject, 1If people with their eyes wide open will
8till reject these lpportant things, And mMarry a
person outsiee the church, itghows to me v
clearly that ne orshe bhas no regard lor the w
of Gud nor for their own salvation. They are
lacking not only in faith but in the principle of
obedieuce. Toey bave no hope when they mar-
ry outsiae the church, but when they warry in
the church according to this order and the per-
 sons who officiate in declaring them husband
and wife beiug commissioned of o©od ana bavy-
iog auihority 1o administer in all the ordioances
of his Kinguom, that marriage 1s not only ior
time, but for all eternity.

Another question. ...ving been married for
eteruity, we die aud our spirits go into celestial

radise. We come forsh 1o the morning of the

resurrection as immortal males and immor-
ial females. Our wives, married to as for eter-
nity, come forth, and they are ours by virtue of
that which God has prowounced upon them
turough those whom he bas a nted, and, to
| whom he has given authority. e hawe a legal
¢/aim upon them at the resurrection. But here
comes {Orith & persom that 18 married outside.
She comes up wil hout & bhusband, he without a
wife, or any cialm upon any of the blessings.
v erels the difference between these two classes
of beings. Oue dwells asan angel, without any
power to increase thelr gpecies, fawlly or do-
minions, without the power to begel sous and
daughters. Thisclass will be angels. Perhaps
mpaoy of them will be worthy of obtaininga
degree of power, ﬁng. and happluessy; but not a
fulluess Why? u-e¢ they ba e not come
up to that position ot their Father and their God,
H% has power to beget and bring forth soo- aud
ddughters in the spirit world; and after he bhas
brought forth miljinos and milijons of spirits, he
has power toorganize worlds,and send thesespir-
ita into these worlds 1o take temporal bodlesto
prepare them in turn to be redeemed and become
G ods, or in other words, the sons of God. grow-

up like their father Eouaaﬂnl all hia atiri-
el [ eirspecies through all

butes, and llogt
ﬂﬂ:l.tl. E?rﬁgn 18 the difference beltween

these two classes of beings;one ba log lost what
they might have obtained and enjoyed if they
had bhad faith in God and been willing to obey
his commandments. But the othérs are wor-
thy, as the Apostie Paul has said. 1o obtain a far
more exceeding and eternal welght of glory,
while .the others will be angels or servants, LOgo
lndlmmal the bidding of those who are more
exalted.

This is what Paul meant when he sald that in
the Lord the man is w?t?o 1‘!1tthnuh t :nhn :ummucﬁ
peither is the woman ut the man;

s to say that in order to be inthe Lord and to
obtain a Tulness of his glory and exa tation, you
can not be separated; or in other words, to speak
according to the common phrase, you can not
Ii.e old bachelors or old maids and go down to
your graves in this condition. That is not the
order of heaven, why ? Because marriage 18 es-
gentially necessary to qualify them to propagate
their species throughout all eternity, that the
in their turna may have worlds created on w
these sons and daughters of their own Legetling
may reeelve iaberpacles of flesh and bones as we

have done, This is the order

H

|

which all worlds |
are peopled, by spirits that have been born m‘
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the eternal worlds; and these worlds are organ-
ized expressly for them that they may go and
bave another change. another state of being dif-
ferent from their lrlrttull state, where they
may poseess bodies of flesh and bones, which are
essentially necessary to the begetting of their
own s 8. Sopirits can not bring forth, multi-
;M;r increase They must have bodles

@ bave faid thismuch on the hymn that was
mnﬁ in the morning and these ideas are ful
inculcated therein, and they ar- established and
founded on the revelations God has glven in dif-
ferent ages. Amen.
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WASHINGTON, 20.—~Postal telegraph
bill, reported yesterday in the Scnate
by Ramesey, from the committee on
postoffices, is the Hubbard bill, with
sundry modifications, The Postmaster
General is required, as soon as practica-
ble, to establish telegraph offices at all
the postoflices on telegraph circuits and
at others within ten miles thereof
where the salary is at least $300 per an-
num, and other places where the wants
of business require. 1'he charge for
transmission not to exceed one cent per
word for circuits of 250 miles, couating
address and sigonature, with no rate less
that 25 cents, except in case of night
messages, for which a thousand miles
will be a cireait, to'ls prepaid by
stamps, delivered within a mile of office
free, above a mile the role to be fixed by
Postmaster General. Government mes-
sages to bave priority and to be sent at
rutes fixed by the Postmuster General.
Press reports 15 cents per bundred
words, not exceedis g 500 miles at night,
and ope dollar by day, wih drop rates
at Intermediate offices of 50 cents at
night and 75 in day, rates for press as-
gr¢clations not to exceed those now paid,
five cents postage to be paid en
each preas dispatch, a fourth as-
sistant  Pcstmaster General to
be appointed to supervise adminis-
tration of telegrapb. The Postmaster
(General ia also authorized to contract
with a telegraph company for the
trapsmission of correspondence by tele-
graph as hi« ageunt for ten years, ac-
cording to the provisions of this act,
with theright to construct and provide
lines on all post routes and to ail postal
telegraph offices, and may take possea-
«ion of the same in ocase of failure to
perform service and coutract with other
parties therefore, chargiog said com-
pany with the loss. Capital and stock
of company to consist of ten thousand
shares of par value ofone hundred dol-

q

{ lars, cash pald up, to be increazed by

an amount equal at par value to the
cost of lines purcbased or constructed
thereafter. A telegraph company in
actual operation to be allowed to s-11 to
this company at a valuation to be fixed
{by five disinterested persons, two
vnamed by the Postmaster General, two
by the seller and one by the four previ-
ously selected, The company also to
be authorized to establish offices inde-
pendent of these established by the
Postmaster General, Any Postmaster
may act as operator. With the assent
of the Postmaster General a company
may make special contracts with rail-
roads, persons or associations, for the
use of the wire. The Governmen? re-
serves the right to renew the contract
or annual franchise for neglect or
failure on the part of the company.

- TorLEDO, O —The theft of a body
from the grave yard by students of the
Charity Hospital Medical College, for
dissection, some weeks ago, has re-
sulted very seriously, The corpse was
that of a vicitim of the smallpox, though
this was not learned till the body was
conveyed to the dissecting room, which
I8 in & large block in the heart of the
eity, occupied in the lower part for
stores and offices, and above for lodging
rooms and medieal colleges. The enn-
tagion was not only dissemina-
ted through the buildiog =and
taken by the unvaceioated occu-
pants, but taken by the studenta
to their boarding places and has been
| widely spread through the city. Though
distributed from a corpse, the cases re-
salting therefrom are of the worst form
of black small-pox. A number of deaths
have occurred, and other palients are
in a critical condition. The people are
higuly indignant, and the City Counecil
has taken cognizanceof the affalr, with
& view io prevenl any similar occur-
rence in future.

WASHINGTON.—Aft a Territorial del-
egation meeting this morning,MeCor-
mick presiding, Claggett’s bill to pro-
mote education in the Territories was
favorably eonsidered and the delegates
sgreed that the Distriet of Columbisa
might be included in McCormick’s bill
advaneing the salaries of Territorisal
Governors and Becretaries, recently a-
greed to by the House,

|




