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whieh be was very ‘‘clear,”” or on—l:xprcss an anticipation, which Is

his argument on the main question.
Ag the argument of the Sclicitor-
General covered a great deal of legal
ncreage, a8 to what was its central
or main question might be consid-
ered doubtful. He dwelt upon the
sending of an army hcre by Presi-
dent Buchanan. Was that made
the main question, and will that in-
fluence the court in making up the
decision he anticipates? True the
statehood bustness and Buchanan’s
blundor do not seem to be connected
with what Judge Zane has chamc-
terized as the taking of a large
amount of property frem a church,”’
but we would like to know just what
Moccasin MeBride’s estimate of the
Bupreme Court of the United States
is.

Had the writer of the letter to
the paper by which he swears given
any evidence that ‘‘Jenks’s ar-
gument’’ had caused him to take a
few shares of stock in *‘this church
suit,”? he might have bcen credited
with being in a somewhat similar
position to that of a fellow whe
was placed upon trinl for the com-
migsfon of 1 crime. At the open-
ing of the proceedings he knew he
was a guilty man, but nfter hearing
the argument of his counsel he be-
came convinced of his own iomo-
cence. The logic of facts in hia
possesaion melted before the infly-
ence of sophistical reasoning.

But did Mr. McBride ever take
stock in the Church sult? The
fact of the matter 18 that he and
his itk are responsible for it. They
clamoredd for the legislation that
produced it. His two associates—
Bnskin and West—were in Wash-
ington while that lnfamous statute
—the Edmunds-Tucker law—which
takes a ‘large amount of prop-
erty from1 a church?” was on the
tapis, and put forth all the power
they possessed to bave it pushed
through. But stealing even from

an unpopular church is not popular; (-

hence it is common for those who
nssisted to bring about the consum-
mation of their wishes to say, 1
never took much stock in this
Church suit,” and ot the same time
secretly rub their hands in great
glee over the progress of spoliation.
With the factlve politicians’?
that have kept up the ceaseless agl-
tation that has rendered it possible
to ““take a large amnount of preperty
from a church,’? spoliation, political
and material, has been the solitary
objective point toward which they
hive industriously worked. To ray
at thia late date, “I never took much
stock In this church suit,?” and then

parent to the desire, of a people be-
ing robbed of their hard earnings is
altogether too thin,
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A PERFIDIOUS MEASURE.

I AvPEARSB that Governor Stev-|
enson has signed the law passed by |

the Idaho Legislature disframchis-
ing *Mormwons.” It is presumed
that this is the measure which pro-
vides that the Latter-day Saints be
deprived of citizenship of the United
Btates, apd for the readmission to
that status of those who sever their
connection with the Church for a
serics of years, on their taking a re-
liggious test onth.

The governor tries to take the
curse offhis action in attaching his
offigial gignature to the abominable
thing by stating in A message to the
Agsembly that the opinionof many
eminent Iawyers regarding it is to
the effect that it is “iliegal and un-
constitutionnl,”

He might bave added that such
is and must be the view of every
person who bas an ounece of compre-
hension of the genlus of American
liberty and institutions. In effect
he stated that such wns his own
opinion, but preferred that the mat-
ter &liould be earried through the
courts. That means that a people
should be robbed of rights as dear as
life pending the slow and tedious
action of the courts when the wrong
should be nipped in its incipiency.

Suppose a law should be passed
by n legislative body proviling that
n portion or class of the people should
be despoiled of their goods by an-
other clnss— the disfranchisement
Inw recently enacted by the Idaho
Legislature iz no less infimous—
would it be competent to hold that it
woltld be preferable to let the matter
take its course in the courts to pre-
venting the consummation of the
perfldy?

How much nobler a part it would
have becn for Governor Btevenson
to have declined to endomo the
villainous measure and returned it to
the A ssembly unsigned,accompanied
by n message embodying a quota-
tion trom the Federal Constatution,
forbidding the appliention of any
religious test, together with a quota-
tion from the United States statutes
respecting the naturalization of citi-
zens. Instend of acting upon what
appeared to be his own conviction
In relation to the late legal mon-
strosity enacted to rob an honest
people of their dearest nghts, he has
participated in perpetrating one of
the most barefyced legal outrages on

the record of any civilized conntry
on enrth. It will east eternal dis-
grace upon all who have taken any
purt in formulating or enncting it-
It 18 indeed to be regretted thata
man so naturally honorable and
good as Governor Stevenson should
have cousidered it needful to ignore
his own convictions by making an
unwarrantable coneession to n pense-

 less and malicious popular elamor.

BOULANGER’S TRIUMPH.

THE immense majority recelved
by General Boulanger in the De-
partment of the Seine Jan. 27 sets
all doubts at rest as to how or where
he stan is with the people of France.
Others may be President of the Re-
publiec, since that official is elected
by the French Congress, but so long
as he retains his present hold upon
the magaes, they will hold & “*barren
seeptre in their gripe,?” and exereise
authority that will be so theatrical
as to almost provoke a smile of de-
rision.

Of course the Department of the
Scine iz but one out of many di-
vislons in which representatives are
chosen; but it is the most populous,
wealthy, and presumably best in-
formed of all; and besides, the Gen-
eral has been chosen from other de-
partments, quite recently from
that of the Nord (North), anl
his candidacy which culminated
yestenday was admittedly o test of
his strength and the people’s wili
regarding his policy. He has more
than confirmed this by announe-
ing, shortly after the result became
known, that he would not occupy
the seat from the Seine, but that
from the Nord. He can do pretty
much a8 he pleases under the cir-
cumstances, and few there be now
who will undertake to say him
nay.

The allied powers need no longer
hang in suspense as to what the
dominating influence in France ia.
It s the policy of Boulanger—
Peace with honor, not peace at any
price, with the rawanche (revenge})
party held in check only so far as
to prevent them from being aggres-
sors; the dignity of Fraueeat all haz-
ards and the restoration of Alsace and
Lorraine when the opportunity ar-
rives, to be the watchwords. The
sentinelson the border will probably
be increased, but they would amount
to no more thanso many wisps of
straw in the track of a flood, at lenst
for the time being, I an outbreak
should come. The first dash would
be for Metz and Strasburg, and it
would surely be so impefuous and



