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AN EPISTLE
to the saints scattered abroad greet

ing
DEAR BRETHREN I1 feel desirous to

express myself upon the crogent con-
dition of zion audand its inhabitants the
biorhistory which we are makiejmaking as lat
ter dydayay saints lais strictly in
of the revelations of god asab given
through the mouths of prophets and
inspired men to the inhabitants ofef the
earth in every dispensation when god
has hadanbad an acknowledged people OUon
theeartathe earth the god of heaven who
created this earth and placed his chil-
dren upon it gave unto them a law
whereby they might be exalted and
saved in a kingdom of glory forfoi there
is18 a law given unto all kingdoms and all
things are governed by law throughout
the whole universe whatever law
ewt3 keeps he is preserved by that
lawlawijAd liehe receives whatever reward
that lawaw guarantees unto him it is
the will of god that all his children
should obey the iiihighestheat law that thethey
may receive the highest glory that Is
ordained for all immortalimmorial beings but
god has given all his childrenchil dien hn
agency to choose what law they will
keep

these two principles do exist good
and evil god and the devil whatever
leads to good and to do goodgoodieis of god
whatever leads to evil and to do evil is
of the devil god has labored from
the creation of man to lead him to kaep
the celestial law that he may
inherit a celestial glory and partake of
eternal life the greatestgreatebt of all the gifts
of god to man the devil with
all the fallen angels has labored from
the creation to lead man astray to
lead him down to the perdition of un-
godly men tuatteat hebe may have dominion
over himaim

these two principles have governed
and controlled theme setsacas of all the chil-
dren of men and laid the foundation
borallfor all the history of the whole world
for the last six thousand years or from
the creation of man this power of
the devil and of all the fallen angels
who are represented to have been one
third part of all the hosts of heaven
who were cast down from heaven to
earth has been at war against god sadand
his christ andana against every prophet
and apostle and inspired man whom
god has raised up from the creation
of the world to the present day the
firstarst man adam under the influence
of the devil transgressed a law by
which death came into the world god
the eternal father gave his only be-
gottenotten son as a greatrest shedwishis blood to redeem man from death
for as in adam all ddieie even so in
christ shall all be made alvealive

the god of heaven whomnhom deworwe wor-
ship Is represented as the father the
son and the holy ghost the father
and sonbon hacalr tabernacles and they
created man after theirl own image
but the holy ghost is a spirit and a
witness and a testimony of the father
and the son this relyholy ghost and
witness are promised unto all men
who will obey the law of the gospel
which god has revealed to the human
family this holy ghost rested upon
adam when he blessed his posterity in
adam ondi ahmanabman three years previ-
ous to hisbis death

gave many
of his sons tbthee holy kriestpriesthoodhood
whereby they could administer in the
ordinances of the gostelgospel of life and
salvation the lord hasas raised up
men in every dispensation when ilehe
has hadbad a people on earth unto whom
huho has given the priesthood sadand all
people have been blessed when they
have hearkened to the voice of the
lord on the other hand when the
inhabitants of the earth have become
wicked and have transgressed the lawlav
of god they have been chastised and
when they have become ripened in in-
iquity they have been cut off from the
earth as in the case of noah
and as it was in the days of noe so
shall it be also in the days of the sonsen of
man the righteous were saved
while the wicked were destroyed

the whole history of theshornapaldealingsgs of
the lord with man has shown the
benebenefitstits and blessings of obeying the
lord andakeekeeping his cormana ments
the historyannlealof0 the dealings of the lord
with ancient israel showschows thatshift he
blessed the righteous and cursed the
wicked and broudroughtht his judgments
uponlapon them wheewheneverever israel heark-
ened to the teachings of moses and the
prophets they prospered andnd their
enemies were a prey unto them but
when they departed from the
lord and set up altars to bailbaal
and committed sin the lord forsook
themstiem as in the case of judah and
jerusalem in the days otof zedekiah the
king he forsook the lord and led
the people astray they were lullfull of
blood audand murmurderderandand whoredom and
all manner of abominations and the
lard warned them through his pro-
phets isaiah jeremiah and ezekiel

these prophets told the king and thepeople what judgments would come
upon them slidand tilethe lord said by
ezekiel unto the king and to the peo-
pleale what I1 have spoken shall be
done now all that these prophets
said came to pass not one jot nor
tittle fell unfulfilled the jews put to
death the savior and the apostles and
relecrejectedted the lord and the gospel andall that moses jesus the apostles and
the prophets bloke concerning israelJ udahjudah and jerusalem came to pass to
the very letter

allAH the prophets and apostles who
have written since roannian was placed
upon the earth havebave seen our day and
have prophesied of the events which
were to take place on the earth in thelast dapedispensationbation and fullness of timesththey1Y bhave seenen the church of god the
zicidh of god and the kingdom of god
established on the earth and the
gathering of the people from all na-
tions to build them up and the judg-
ments of god which were to rest in
the last days upon all nations who
should fight against mount zion and
the people of god now I1 wish to astask
the latter day saints if they cancantorfor a
moment think that the loiloidd will fail
in these days in fulfilling his promises
anymore than he has in other dis
sensations no he will not

in fulfillment of his sayings through
the mouths of those ancient apostles
and prophets the lord has set hishandband once more for the last time to
pruneune1 his vineyard and to establishgihiss church and kingdom upon the
earth to be thrown down no more
forever he laashas raised up his prophets
and apostles and revealed unto them
the falness of the everlasting gospel
and given unto them the everlasting
Priest hoods of aaron and of melchisde
dek joseph smith was raised upp by
the power of god and the administra-
tion of angel sand he brought forth the
book of mormon the record and stick
of joseph in the hands of RKpbraim as
spoken of by the prophet czekielezekiel in
tthee chapter ibis prophet of
god joseph smith hadbad power to or

the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints according to ththee
ancient order of 06pheohCharcharch ot christ
with apostles and prophets evange-
lists bishops pastorspastora and teachersand the church has been led continu-ally by living oracles awland the revela-
tions of god from heaven until the
present day it hasBUS now stood fifty
six years since its organization and
its history isif before the heavens and
the earth the prophets and apostles
and many elders have gone forth and
preached the gospel otof jesus christ
to many nations and tens of
thousands of the inhabitants of
the earth have embraced the gospel
been baptized for tiet ie remission of
their sins have received the holy
ghost by the laying on of hands and
havebave been gathered home to zion frommany nationsuations in of
the ancient prophetsProp nets who spoke
as they were moved upon by
toethe holy ghost earth and I1hell have
been combined to stopslop the little stone
from rollingroiling and fromfroin becoming a
mountain ariand biltingjilting the whole earth as
daniel said it should in the last days
joseph smith his brother hyrum
with several of the apostles and el-
ders and many saints have already
sealed their testimony with their
blood and todayto daylay prisons arecrowded
with the elders of israel for keepingkeepin9
thecommandments of god and many
others have been driven into exile for
the same cause

many of the inhabitants of the land
are stirred up audand are desirous to de-stroy the church and kingdom of god
from off the earth but they know not
the thoughts of the lord neither un-
derstandderstand they his ways the gentile
or christian world todayto day can no more
commit sinsbias and be guilty of lying
stealing blasphemy whorewhoredomdoin or
murder or commit any abominations
and escape the wrath of god thauthai
could sodom and gomorrah or toethe
antediluvian world or ancient israel
the word of the lord liasbus been pro-
claimed against the gentiles and all the

a I1 an 0 e ear ina teee lastast daysays
who commit sin and it will as assur-
edly be fulfilled as in ancient days the
lord has a controversy with this gen-
erationeration and he will judge the inhabit-
ants according to the deeds done in
the body and none can stay his hand

I1 want to say to the saints of god
who dwell in the flesh todayto day that thefifty six years which havebave passed away
since the organization of the church of01
jesus christ of latter day saints baic
taken into the spirit world all ouroar
prophets apostles elderseldera and saints
whowh have finished their testimony in
ake flesh their voice is hushed in
death and their testimony is closed
they are mingling with the spirits of
the righteous and waiting frfor the
greateat day of the coming of the son of
manan when jesus christ will come in
the clouds of heaven to reward every
man according to the deeds done in the
body but though they have passed
away is the work of god finished on
the earth verily no has the warn-ing voice ceased to be heard by the in-
habitants of the earth it has not all
of ftus who remain in the flesh are under
as much obligation to lift the warning
voice and reap while the day lasts as
were those who have passedgassed away

the lord skid to ezekiel 1I have
made thee a watchwatchmannian unto the house
ofef israel whenben I1 say unto the
wicked thou surelydie and
thou div st him not warning nor
speak est to warn the wicked from his
wicked way to save his life the same
wicked man shshallalidiedie in his iniquity
but his blood will I1 require at thinehand yet if thuthou warn the wicked
and he turn not from his wickedness
nor from his wicked way he shall die

in hisbis iniquity but thou hastbast delldeli vered
thy boul 11 this is precisely our con-
dition todayto day As apostles seventies
high priests and elders we and all
men who bear any portion of the holy
priesthood are watchmen uvonbuon the
wailswa ils of zion and messengers to all
the inhabitants of the earth and all of
us will be held responsible if we do
not improve our time and lift the
warning voice as far as we have op-
portunityport unity and warn this generation of
the judgments of god which await
them

I1 know the judgments of god are very
nigh unto the door of this nation and
this generation ana they will overtake
the world before it is prepared fur that
time even the comingcomine of the son of
man is nigh and he will come as a
thief in wethe night who isin prepared to
abide the day of his cominacominy it is our
duty to labor and reap then every
man should be diligent in that sphere
in which he is called to act that his
garments waymay be clean from the blood
of all men

I1 do not believe there was ever a
generagenerationtiou of men who inhabited the
earth who were more wicked or who
were practisingpracticing restergreater abominations
or who were ifsinningfining against greater
lihtlight and knowledge or who hadbad a
greater flood of judgments proclaimed
against them by the word of the lorolord
than the generation in which we live

as saints of thetae living god
who bear the holy priesthood we
shall be under condemnation if we do
not lift up the warning voice against

i the evils and abominations which ex
aist so80 far as we have opportunity
how many woesboes the prophets and
apostles have proclaimed against those
who fight against Zion woe unto all
those who discomfort my people and

i drive and murder them and testify
against them saith the lord of hosts
A generation of vipers shall not es-

l
cape the damnation of hell behold
mine eyes see and know all their works
and I1 have in reserve a swift judgment
in the season thereof for ththememallallporfor there is a time appointed for every
man accod ding as his work shall be

I1 will say to the apostles our re-
sponsibility is very great the
prophets who organized the
church and laid the foundfoundationution of
this last dispensation with a whole
quorum of apostles have finished
their testimony and gone into the spirit
world we have been called to takelake
their places what manner of men
0ought we to be the whole earth is
ripening in iniquity and the zion of
god should be prepared for the coming
of the bridegroom we
ble ourselves before the lord and bfbe
in a position to be filled with the spirit
of our calling with the holy ghost
and with the revelations of jesus
chi that we may know the mind and
will of god concerning us and be pre-
pareparedd to magnify our calling and bring
to pass ri s I1 and be valiant
lain the testimony of jesus christ to the
end of our pilgrimage here in the
flesh the prophetsProphety apostles audand all
the heavenly hosts axeare watching over
us there never was a time when the
work ot god required a more faithful
testimony and labor from the apostles
and elders than todayto day

I1 would say to the seventies who
stand connected with the quorum of
the twelve apostles as messengers to
the nations of the earth it has fallen
to your lot to go forth and assist to
prunetteprunetbe vineyard once more and for
the last time before the coming of the
son of adan the lord said fifty
seven years ugoage that the heldfield was
white torfor the arvestharvest andana ilehe had set
his handband to pruneprane toethe vineyard once
poremore and for the last time the el
ders were commanded at that day to
thrust in their sickle and reap while it
was called todayto day torfor soon night
would come when man could reap
brethren it is ranchmuch nearer night now
than it was seven years ago
the savior said utat that day that the
angels were cryans day and night for
the privilege to go aorta andaad reap down
the earth ilehe informed them they
must wait a little season until the
harvestarves was fully ripe thee asnationsions
must be warned zion mustewt be estab-
lished and the wheat or the saintssaint 1

be gathered tintolinto the garner then the
angels go forforthth and reap the
tares gather them in bundles and
prepare them for the burning

since that day many thousands of the
saints have been gathered to zion from
the nations of the earth but you are
called upon at this late day to still
go forth and wain the gentilesgamiles with
tilethe proclamation of the gospel
therefore bretbrethrenhaen you who are call-
ed to go into the vineyard whether
apostles high priests seventies or
elders do not be weary in well doing
rememberSemember youvou are messengers of
salvation keep yourselves purepare and
spotless before god and all men seek
to bring to pass righteousness and
save the souls of men labor faith-
fully that your garments may be clean
aiom the blood of all nienmen and that
the nations maybemay be left without excuse
in the day of goda judgments upon the
wicked which is nigh at hand and
those judgments will be poured out
without measure

all the messengers in the vineyard
should be righteous and holy men and
call upon the lord in mighty prayer in
order to prevail it isin the privilege of
every elder in israel who is laboring
in the vineyard if he will liveyip to his
privileges to have dreams visions and
revelations and the holy ghost assas a
constant companioneon spanion that hebe may be
able ialy to gather out the blood
of israel and tilethe meek of the earth and
bring them into the fold of carist

it is true that the elders who are
called to bear recordecord of the gospel of
christ to tho nations of thothe earth are

many times called to pass through per-
secutionse forthelor the gospels sake and in
some instances to lay down theirtheir lives
as did the ancient saints and quite a
number in our day for christs sake
but there seems to be a special crown
of glory laid up for every man who is
martyredmarty red torfor christs sake and the
gospels no matter in what age of the
world he lays down his life for christs
sakeaake he willwil findand it again and eternal
IM in the world to come therefore
brethren let us be diligent in our la-
bors in this last hour in the vineyard
the lord said itif hebe
labored all the days ot0 hisbis life and
saved but one soul how great would be
his joy in the kingdom of heaven
that one soul we have everythingevery thins to
encourage us in our labors in the vine-
yard of the lord

while this labor is going on among
the nations of the earth there is a
great labor and responsibility resting
upon the whole ministry who dwell in
zion there is labor sufficient for
every man who bears any portion of the
holy priesthood in the various capa-
cities in which the brethren are calcalledled
to actacif the high priests whose call-
ingin is to preside are called upon toallateofficiate in zion as high councilorscouncillorsCounci lors
presidents of stakes and counsel
lors bishops and counsel
lors superintendents of sabbath
schools and mutual improvement as-
sociations in every capacity in which
they are called to act they have an im-
mense fleraflem in which to improve their
talents and magnifymagnia their calling
here is where the highhigh priests are
mainly called to preside officiate and
labor

there never was a time when the
holy priesthood in its various
branches offices and labors hadbad a
greater work to perform than in our
day the searching out of iniquity
the purifyingrifying sanctifyingsanctifying and cleans-
ing 0of

pa the people the uniting of the
saints and the general perfecting of
zion rest upon the brethren and the
holy priesthood who dwell in zion

the whole church both priest and
people should give diligent heed to
the late epistle of the first presi-
dency which has been published to the
world the counsel they have given
upon the various items they have re-
ferred to should be strictly carried out
the breaking of the sabbath day and
pleasure excursions upon that day
should not be indulged in by the lat
ter day saints the presidents of
stakes and their counselors the
bishops and their counselors whose
immediate duty it is to watch over the
stakes and wards have a great re-

i and duty to perform in-
iquity must be sought out zion can-
not prosper when sin and iniquity are
permitted to dwell in her midat

one of the most important and re-
sponsible fields of labor in zion is that
committed to the care of those who
preside over and teach in the pri-
maries sabbath schools and improve-
ment associations and those who are
teaching private day schools among the
latter day saints who can compre-
hend the result of the labor performed
by the elders of israel in these
branches no man unless filled with
the revelations of heaven and the in-
spiration of almighty god we send
out hundreds of elders who go to the
nations of the earth to preach the gos-
pel of christ after spending two or
three years as missionariesnaties itif they
have converted a dozen souls and
broughtrou g lit them into the church they
tthinkh i k they have done a good work
which they certainly have but here
the eldbid era who are presiding over and
teaching in these institutions in zion
tilled with the childrenildrencn of the latter
day saints have an army of immortal
souls before them to guide and teach
and to direct their minds that they
may be qualified to step forth and take
hold of thetae church and kingdom of god
and build it up and beibear it off tri-
umphantlyump antlyhautly after their fathers and el-
ders are laid in the tomb 0 what a
mission is rivengiven to the sons of ephraim
the elders of israel the latter day
saints to warn the whole world of
the judgments which are to come

0

preach the gospel to all people gather
the saints from all nations build
up zion and prepare for the qcomingming of
the son of man standing in hoholyofI1y places
while judjudgmentsants waste the wicked

there FBis one admonition of our
savior that all the saints of god
should observe but which I1 fear we
do not as we should and that is to
pray always and taintfaint not I1 tearfear as a
people we do not pray enough in
faith we should call upon the lord
in mighty prayer and make all our
wants known unto him for if he
does not protect and deliver us and
save us no other power will there-
fore our trust is entirely in him
therefore our prayers should ascend
into the ears of our heavenly father
day and night

I1 want to say a few words to our
brethren who are in prison or under
bunds or dridrivenven into exile for our re-
ligion or for keeping the command-
ments of god you should not think
that any strange thing has happened
unto you persecution is a legacy that
has been handed downdowa from father
adam to our daydav it waswaa said of old
that all men who lived godly in christjesus should suffer persecution laweif we
meet with no persecution in our day
we shall hardly feel at home when we
go into the spirit world and meet with
the ancient prophets and with christ
and the apostles who passed through
much persipersecutioncution and tribulation
many of them were crucified or other-
wise put to death they sealed their
testimony with their own blood as was
the case with joseph and hyrum and
several of the apostles elders and
saints inia ouroar doyday

As elders of israel while we are
passing through these afflictions let
us not cherish revenge or hatred in our
heartsbeans towards our persecutors

vengeance is mine I1 will repay
saith the lord jesus christ the
son of god when nailed to the cross
and while in the agony of death cried
father forgive them for they krowkr ow

not what they do Wwhyby did he say
this to his father in heaven because
the son of god knew fullful well what
would be the result of his death luponi
the heads of hismurderers he knew
what awaited the whole jewish nation
when that people said let his blood
be on us and on our children
he fully comprehended the greatrest
suffering that awaited the sewajew
kadand their posterity for the next
eighteen hundred years he knew that
all that moses and the prophets as-
well as what he had spoken himselfitself
aagainstt the jewish nation would come-
totbwppassaq s for god had spoken it through
themt and his words never fail

no infidel on earth can deny the fact
that jerusalem was overthrown the
foundation of the temple ongdug up and
not one stone left upon another the
jews fell by famine by pestilence and
by the sword until twelve hundred
thousand deaudead bodies were carried
through the gates outside of the walls
of jerusalem during the dis-
tress of the siege under titus
and a remnant was taken captive
and scattered throughout the world
amoamong the gentile nations and theamorithenithejews haveveblenbeen abassa hiss andaryand a bywordby word
and have been trampled under the feet
of the gentiles until the present day
and the endcad is notnet yet the yoke is not
yet broken from off their necks

all this has come to pass in fulfilfulfill
ment of the word of god to the jewish
nation so I1 say to all my brethren
who are in exile or in prison for the
gospels sake or for keeping the com-
mandmentsmand ments of god do not harbor any
vengeance or hatred against this na-
tion or against those who havuhave
aided or abetted in your suffer-
ings but rather go before the lord and
praypra that he will soften the hearts of the
rulers of the nation that they will give
unto the latter slayday saints the same
rights and privileges in the worshiping
of god according to the dictates of
their own consciences as are guaran-
teed by the constitution of our gov-
ernmenternment whickwhich was given by tift in-
spiration of the god of heaven for a
wise purpose in himself

if I1lamam asked why I1 make this re-
quest of my brethren I1 answer for the
same reason that jesus said father
forgive them for they know not what
they do for as the god of heaven
fulfilled all his words which he spoke
concerning judea and jerusalem so
will he fulfilfulfill all that he has spoken
concerning the gentilesles and all the na-
tions of the earth in the last days

I1 will hehere say as truly as toethe god
of hheaven livesjives and has established
his throneeonon high just so truly will
he bring to pass the fulfillmentfulfilment otof his
words ilehe will pourpolar out that flood of
judgments upon our nation and upon
all the nations of the earth which has
been proclaimed by every inspired man
since the world began the seals will
be opened the plagues poured out
and great babylon will fall thisgeneration has been warned for the
last fifty years by inspired and right-
eous men and after their testimony
will come the testimony of thundering
of lightning of floods of earth-
quakes and of pestilence and famine
and war and the flames of devouring
fire for by fire and by swordwillwill the lord plead with all
flesh undnd the slain of the lord
will be many for the lord has saidmy sword is bathed in heaven and it
snailshad fallfail upon idumea or the world
and who is able to stand

so power on earth can stay the hand
of god in this work the god of
heaven will teach this nation and all
other nations on earth that he is
stronger than man he pays no regard
to nations or numbers in the fulfill-
mentjentofof his purposes for he holds in
his hands the destiny of ah men and
nations and no power beneath the
heavens can hinder his work thegod of israel has set his hand to
gatherather his people from all nations andbuildbuild up his church and estab-
lish zion in all that beauty
power and glory which isaiah and
other prophets saw and to build up
his kingdom which shall fillall the whole
earth and in which jesus of nazareth
will establish hisbis throne and sit there-
on and reign over the earth for one
thousand years as the prophet daniel
and other prophets have declared
and it will come to pass in spitespice of
earth and bell and all the unbelief of
the whole christian gentile world itifour nation or Gentilesthe do not believe
this let them wait and see and
they will not have to wait longions
before they will see the signs manifest
of the beginning of these things so
far as the saints are concerned thespirit of god will bear record to their
spirits as they read these testimonies
of their truth

I1 will close by quoting the tetestimonystimon
of ezekiel in the chapter K

ververse8e 11I the lord have spoken it itshall come to pass and I1 will do itI1 will not go back neither will I1 spare
neither will I1 repent according to thy
waways and according to thy doingshallilshan they judge thee saith the lordloragod if
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conrad kohrs of deer lodge coun-
tyt last week sold tatfat steers inchicago at per cwtcat


