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people raising the dead and doingding other
wonderful works very few believed on
him the reason was they did not possess

dandand enjoy the same spirit which he enjoyed
and possessed and hence they could not
see as he did

the same causes are operating in the
christian world todayto day and they lead to
the same results general unbelief inchrist and it is no more a marvel or won-
der now than then how can it possibly
be that the christian world are what they
profess to be that is in honesty and up-
rightnessri atness say nothing of morality andMEfalthfaith how is it that they do not believe
in jesus at this day have they the spirit
of christ yes there is no man or woman
born on the face of the earth but what has
the light of christ within them at times
and they will possess it from time to time
until they have passed through ordeals in

they prove that they are unworthy
of it until they sin against light and intel-
ligence to that degree that the spirit is for-
ever withdrawn from them and they walk
in darkness henceforth

how much of this spirit must you and I1possess to believe the gospel in thesetheto latter
days just enough to lead us to for-
sake every error falsehood and false doc-
trinetrine on the earth this is the amount we
must have have the christian world got
honesty yes and the heathen world too
but how far what is the nature of our
honesty as christians we might askwe are just honest enough many mightsay to havehavo the lord own and bless us we
are honest enough to acknowledge himbut do you know him no but we be-
lieve

be-heye there is such a character as god we
are honest enough to believe as far aaas we
know how and to acknowledge that jesus
is the christ are they I1 mean the chris-
tian world honest enough to take up their
cross and follow him if they were they
would believe the doctrine that we thelatter day saints preach I1 can say of a
truth that I1 have preached the gospel of theson of god enough to save the world thetho
last man and woman and to bring them
into the kingdom twenty times over if all
hadbad been as honest as thetho very few how
much honesty must a person have to obey
the gospel of the son of god I1 say againjust enough to sacrifice every will every
false idea every false principle and practiceevery sectarian notion and every vague
idea with regard to religion0n to acknowledge
that jesus is the christ andand to take up the
cross and follow him according to his dic-
tation lahathat does he dictate we and thechristian world acknowledge that jesus es-
tablished the gospel of life and salvation
that he was the authority that he held the
keys of life and death according to hisdeclaration and thetho doctrine he taught heis and was and ever will be the mediatorgod and man ilaha possesses thekeys of the holy priesthood to open the
door of salvation to every living being on
the face of the earth all this many of the
individuals of the christian world but not
the nations and communities acknowledgeso far this is good it is right as far as it
goes where Is the man in all the popular
world who says 1I believe enough to go
forth into the waters of baptism and tobe0
baptized for the remission of myray sinsmany would say so if it were popular say
they make this a leading question make
it popular and I1 will believe it with the
rest but if the popular world denies it we
will reject it then you have not quite
enough of the spirit of thothe lord upon you
the christian world may say we navehave not
light enough within us to receive the gospel
when it is preached unto us I1 dropped a
word yesterday that I1 will refer to in this
way let jesus or any of the old apostles
go into the city of rome or within the
confined the holy see and say to thepope 1I have the words of life for you I1possess the keyskeya of the holy priesthood of
the son of god and I1 can officiateclate and open
the door and admit you into the kingdom
of heaven I1 can seal on earth and it will be
sealed in heaven I1 can bind on earth and it
will be bound in heaven I1 can looseloosa on
earth and it will be loosed in heaven
what would be the result doorkeepers
youyon lock up that house do not admit sucha man would be the cry from the ropepope
cardinals archbishopsArchbishops bishops and mem-
bers of the holy catholic church and
not only from them but from the mamembersmiers
of the greek church and so on down to thevery last protestant sect that lives on the
face of the earth I1 do not know that there
would be an exception if there was a
griestpriest who would open a house to the
savior or to one of his apostles I1 expecterpeet
the deacons would steal the keys and lockit up so that they wouldbe prevented cross-
in the threshold of their sanctuaries to
preach to the people the words of life aadsalvation

we may ask have they the spirit of thelord yes theytieytheythoy have at times havethey enough of it not quite how muchmust they have enough to receive thetruth what proportion do they receive ofthe spirit of the lord enough to convict
them of sin of righteousness and ofbf judg-ment and to enlighten their minds and to
instruct them the candle of the lord is
with every individual when born into the
worlderld As job says there is a spirit ininandan and the inspiration of the almightyit understanding all are entitledto thiathis spirit of conviction and the condlcondidionot01 the christian world forty fifty orsixty years ago was proof that lieitothe influ-ence ottolaof Ws spibpispiritritnit was very generally feltamongst them what their condition isnow I1 do not know but then there was
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reformation after reformation protracted
meeting after protracted meeting camp
meeting after camp meeting prayer meet-
ing after prayer meeting anxious bench
prepared after anxious bench and the
people entitled to those benches were
prayed for that they might get religion
did they get it yes what kind of re-
ligion the same as the others enjoyed
thesthey felt the influence of the spirit of the
lordlor enlightening their minds convicting
them and teaching them that they were
sinners did they receive enough to
justify them many of them did would
it justify them provided the gospel was
preached to them and they rejected it itwould not they received enough to jus-
tify them according to the knowledge
which they possessed and I1 am happy to
say that many of that class have been
gathered together by the preaching of the
elders of this church they are the ones
we are after they are the ones who will
receive the gospel many of them do
receive the spirit of conviction and jjustifi-
cation and they feel that god has forgiven
their sins agas far as possible and as far as
they can understand it but letlot the gospel
be preached to them let light come ana
them reject it and condemnation followsjesus said this is your condemnation
that light lashashas come into the world andagain he says menimen choose darkness
rather than light because their deeds are
evileyll 11 and they will not come to the light
lest their deeds should be reproved thepopular world fear the consequences of ac-
cepting the truth for the truth is not popu-
lar many of you my brethren and sisters
have experienced this you know very well
what you have passed through what
sacrifice of feeling you have had to endurewas it hard for many to give up their good
name to have the lingerfinger of scorn pointed
althemat them nowhow was it with you my breth-
ren and sisters who worked in old
england and other foreign lands at this or
that trade have you not often felt ifthey find out that I1 am a latter day saint
they will turn me outont and I1 shall not be
able to procure bread for my family I1 but
when your employers did find out and
you were put to the test how was it with
you did you deny your religion to save
your bread No youat once acknowledged 1Iam a I1mormon as you call it or a member
of the church of jesus christ of latter day
saints then you can have no more
work here in numberless instances the
members of this church have been exposed
to poverty and suffering on account oftheir
religion but they have felt and said 1Iwill starve sooner than I1 will give up my
religion I1 have received the truth I1 have
obeyed the truth I1 believe in jesus I1 have
obeyed his commandcommandssI have been baptized
for the remission of my sins I1 have been
healed when sick by the administrations of
the elders I1 have seen others healed and
foul spirits cast out I1 have spoken with
new tongues the spirit of prophecy is
upon me and I1 can prophecy that if you
turn me out of your factory woewoo unto you
evil will come upon you I1 can prophecy
that the lord will sustain his people hewill fight their battles and he will open
up the way for me to gather home to the
landlandofof zion has this been the experi-
ence ofany of the latter day saints yes
of many of newnow how much faith
and of the spirit of the lord must you
enjoy to bojusobe lustluat rightnight enough to yield
strict obedience to the requirements of
heaven any man or woman that is short
of this comes short of obeying that law
which will bring them into the celestial
kingdom

again I1 will ask do thetho christian
world enjoy the spirspiritI1 t of the lord yesyea
they have enough to convict them of sin 11

when I1 was quite young I1 was talked to a
great deal by the elders and ministers of
various christian sects those who led and
dictated the reformations I1 said nothing
but thought within myself your talk is
right enough perhaps but I1 cannot under-
stand this religion it is nothing like that
of which I1 can read in the new testament I1

and my heart would beat this sentiment
lord save and preserve me until I1 can

judge for myself
in riper years I1 would say to them iiiiti1Icannot understand your religion I1 will

search and see what you believe in I1 can
read your creeds and doctrines but I1 can-
not understand this cocomingm ing to the anxious
bench this being prayed for and repent-
ing and sinning and sinning and repent-
ing ac I1 cannot understand this god
that you talk of but whom you know
nothing about 11 when I1 got older I1 would
ask the ministers can you tell me where
heaven is can you tell me anyanythingthing of
the character of the god youyon say you wor-
ship can you give any idea of the doc-
trines of faith repentance baptism for the
remission otof sins and the laying on of
hands for the reception of the holy ghost
can you tell about the gifts and graces tbthatatgod set in his church arwewe do not
know anything about them would bobe the
reply of the flaming presbyteriansrians and
methodists and others who were ready to
evangelize the world to preach the gospel
to every creature

i
anaand to bring all to the

anxious benbenchch 11 they could not teach
me the first lesson or teach me the first
sentiment with regard to god or the prin-
ciplesci lesies of the gospel of jesus christ said 1I1I will wait until I1 can learn for myself
for I1 precproceiveelve know nothing about
it you have no understanding and
though your preaching may excite the
feelings and passions of the people it will
not answer my purpose ifI1 believe any

thing I1 want to know why I1 should believe
ltit I1

ifI1 wish to know anything in regard to
mechanism I1 want to know by practice
and experience I1 do not want to learnhow to frame a house and know nothing
about making the frame I1 do not want to
study architecture alone I1 want to know
the practical as well as that which igIs theo-
reticalre if we had all the architects in the
world to teach us the theory of building
houses temples and so on it would profit
us little or nothing until the actual labor of
constructing houses and temples had been
performed but suppose we had archi-
tects who told us there were nothing but
beams and stringers to the house so with
regard to the gospel all the teachings I1ever heard from the ministers and sects of
the day were nothing to me I1 wanted to
know for myself and their teachings
amounted to no more than a partial theory
without practice

when the gospel came sin revived with-
in merao not in the same sense as paul
said it I1 was not guilty of holding thothe
clothes of any man while he stoned an
apostle to death but sin revivedwithin me
and taught me that I1 did not understand
the way of life and salvation and I1 could
not unless somebody taught it unto me
had I1 experienced the spiritpirlpirit of conviction
certainly I1 had the spirspiritt ofjustification
just as far as any man on earth and I1tried to refrain from evil and to do well be-
fore the gospel came to me and I1 felt justi-
fied therein but I1 felt that I1 was not a
bible christian I1 realized that there was
not one on the face of the earth I1 realize
todayto day and know that there are no bible
christians on the face of the earth but these
despised mormonscormonsMormons they are the only
ones who have the truth they have the
gospel ofbf life and salvation can you find
it in the holy catholic church no
can you find it in the greek church no
neither can you find it among any of the
protestant churches on the face of the earth
though they all believe portions of the
truth but they are destitute of the priest-
hood and the plan of salvation As to their
creeds beliefs and knowledge I1 understand
them thoroughlyhiy I1 have studied their
creeds and I1 navee tried to study and learn
their practices have they experienced the
spirit of god to justification many of
them have and when they hear the gospel
they will come to the light their deeds will
be reproved and they will receive thatho truth
and be baptized for the remission of their
sins but those who have not the yielding
principle within them and resist this good
SspiritI1irit when they hear the truth the light
tthatt is within them will become dardarknesskniss
light will depart from them and darkness
will take its place and how great will be
that darkdarknessnessi are these things true As
true as the sun now shines as true as to
say there is an earth and that intelligent
beings dwell upon it as true as to say that
we are men and women and human beings
and enjoy the light the pleasure of hearing
handling tasting or any of our natural
senses just so true are these things I1 am
telling you we have the gospel why do
not the christian world receive that gospel
because they will inotdotot bow down to the sa-
vior they will not have thyithet man christjesus to rule over them they will not yield
obedience to the law of heaven they set
up themselves as patterns they make the
road and say the lord must come to this
we will make a creed in which weive will be-
lieve we will make our own path and ask
god to bless us in walking therein but
the spirit will be withdrawn from them
after they hear the gospel will they tell
the trTAtll yes I1 heard one of our elders
say that he heard a minister tell the truth
while preaching for money in the east
what was it our elderolder said 1I1 sat and
listened to every word he said but the only
truth I1 heard him tell was 100 god we ac-
knowledge that we are the greatest sinners
on the face of the earth 11 said our elder
1I believe that and that is the only truth I1
have heard you tell

are there honorable men on the earthyes good men yes there are and if
we read the revelations that the lord has
given to us we shall find that all men are
not blessed with a like capacity that all are
not capable of receiving as much as some
are allan are not alike in their organiza-
tions and in their tabernaclestaberna eles the spirits
which enter their tabernacles may be pure
and holy but the organization of their
tabernacles the influences which surround
them and their education and circumstan-
ces alter their lives and change them very
materially there are honorable men and
women whowiio cannot see believe or under-
stand the truth such men and women
will receive a glory according to their
knowledge and conduct in life they will
be judgedjudged according to the deeds done in
tlthe body will an honorable man reject
the trualtruth no if he cannot see and under-
stand it he wiliwill never abuse it and will
never blaspheme the name of god anopin op
posing it but take the ungodly thecosinghypocrite the unbelieversbelieversun who will not
have christ to reign over them and they
win sin a sin that will not bobe forgiven

now my brethren and sistersbisterssisbis what are
we here todayto day for to receive instruction
to see andana be seenseon and to hearheanand obey the
words of life anaand salvation if you havenave
enough of the spirit of revelation and are in
a correct state of mind and feeling this
morning you will know whether you do
or do not hear thetho truth we have tbethe
words of eternal life we hold thothe priest-
hood of the son of god and the keys of that
priesthood on the earth Is this boasting

noliililitiit issnotnot it is godsgoas mercy itisit is goddod s
loving kindness to his creatures he has
revealed the somebody or
other must receive it and it has been our
good fortune to have the spirit of the lordto that degree that we have received the
truth received the priesthood and the keys
thereof

when I1 look around at the acts of the
children of men who profess to know god
and jesus christ whom he has sent I1 can
exclaim in the words of jesus that some of
the good seed thathat has been sown has fallen
on stony ground such seed takes root
the earth is very warm and it springs up
forthwith but does it bear fruit no thesun rises and scorches it and it withers and
dies because it is sown on stony groundsome seed is sown on good rich fertile
soll but the love of riches of gain the pride
that is in the heart and the love of the world
choke it so that it cannot bring forth good
fruit but some falls on good ground and
it grows up and bears fruittruit some thirty
some sixty and some a hundred fold are
any of us in the condition of the character
who is referred to as the stony ground ifwe are our condition is most pitiable and
lamentable what is the condition of each
and every one of us have we received
this seed in good honest ground or hearts
will this seed bring forth fruit to the glogioglory
of god or will we receive the cares anandana7
love of the world and the love of riches
until the seed is choked so that it cannot
bring forth good fruit I1 say god forbids
I1 would that WOthi latter day saints would
live their religion live according to the faith
that they have embraced live so that they
will know and understand the mind and
will ofgod concerning them Is there any
thing to hinder who hinders you and me
from praying who hinders us from worwon
shipping god who hinders us having our
hearts ascend to the throne of grace morn-
ing

gornforn
and evening and every leisure moment

every minute ofour time that is not occu-
piedried with the cares of life what is there to
hinder us offering up at ever such moment
the heartfelt prayer goo0 loraluord give me thy
holyh I1 spirit father I1 ask thee in the name
of jesus christ to preserve me minginfrom sinning
against thee or any being on the earth or in
the heavenst preserve my feet in the path
ofrectitude honor and upright pre-
serve me in the various avocations of life
and help me to keep thy commandments all
my days who hindersbinders us doing this
have we not the privilege we have and
when business or duty calls us to do this
that or theotherthe other do it preach prayray labor
toil work to build up the kingsonkingdom spirit-
ually and temptemporallyorallY I1if you are disposed
to call it so but when our kingdom is built
up and jesus reigns king of nations as he
is king of saints I1 reckon wowe will all be wil
ling to call it spiritual

my brethren and sisters we are herohere to
encourage you in living your religion
will you suffer this or that to draw you
astray mothers will you preserve your
daughters here fathers will you pre-
serve your families here in purity will
you set that example before them that you
can say from morning until evening fromadm
week to week and from year to year

family follow me as I1 follow christ fol-
low my example and we will go into the
kingdom of heaven ifyou do this who
is there that will have power to clutch one
of them from your grasp if you live so
that god is withwilh couyouyou you are fullfall of the
faith of jesus and who can pluck them outouts
ofyour hands this is your duty it is my
duty and there is no excuse for us if we
do not live in this way I1

what think ye have you received the
gosaspel 1 do yauyou know god the only wise
G0odto do you know jesus whom he hashaa
sent do you understand anything about
his nature and plan how simple it is as
contained in the bibley the god whom we
serve is notnut that imaginary god who dwells
on the top ofaoraofa topless throne withoutbody
parts or passions our godgoa dwells in the
heavens in the celestial kingdom he
dwells with his angels his influence andana
his spirit fill the immensity that he occu-
pies he is the creator of this world cancau
you understand him can zouyon under-
stand jesus born of mary can you un-
derstandderstand that he had a mother can you
understand that god is his fatherfattier cer-
tainly youou can perfectly easy on naturalprinciplesprinciples what we call natural principles
without the process that gdgod has revealed
no being dwells here we understand ounour
being partially if we did but know our-
selves perfectly we would know from
whenwhencecewecowewe came and from whom we are
but we understand ourselves only in partparty
if we can understand god we can under-
stand ourselves and if we learn ourselves
we shall know a great deal of godanagod andana ot
his son jesus christ our savior

what more shall I1 say aroare there
strangers here todayto day I1 expect there are
some I1 want to say to them that we have
believed the gospel simply because it is
true it is of god and not of man he has
revealed it from the heavens ifwe arearo thothe
instruments through which he promul-
gates this gospel to the world all right if
we are not then let any wise man or phil-
osopher come and provaprove to the contrary if
he cancanisIs therethereanan infidel herehero todayto day yes
we may sayay infidel to many things
Is there a man here who does not
believe iuin god the eternal father I1 wish
to inform such persons that it a hardkard mat 7

ter to prove a negative thetho neganegativetitativa of
false declarations sometimes can be proved
but the negative ofa fact cannot be proved
because that would prove truth a lie iam
here todayto day in this house and this caneau be


