July 20]

people, raising the dead and doing other { refermation after reformation; protracted
wonderful works very few believed on | meeting after protracted ‘meeting; camp
Him; the reason was they did not possess | meeting after camp meeting; prayer meet-
and enjoy the same spirit which He enjoyed | ing after prayer meeting; anxious bench
and y and hence they could not | prepared after anxious bench, and the
see as He did. people entitled to those benches were
The same causes are operating in the radyad for that they
Christian world to-day, and thag lead to | Did they getit? Yes. What kind of re-
the same results, —general unbelief in | liElun? he same as the othersenjoyed.
Christ; and it is no more a marvel or won- | They felt the influence of the spirit of the
der now than then. How can it possibly
be that the Christidn world are what they
profess to be, that is in honesty and up-
rightness, say nothing of morality and ,luutify_them? Many of them did.
faith? How is it that they donot believe | it juatg{ them provided the gos
in Jesus at this day? Have they the spirit | preach
of Christ? Yes. There is no man or woman | would not. They received enough to jus-
born on the face of the earth but what has | tify them accor ing to
the light of Christ within them at times, | which they possessed: and

sinners, Did they receive enough to

el was

I am happy
until they have passed through erdeals in | gathered

which tht?]y tgmva that they are unwurthf elders of

of it; un ey sin against light and intel- | we are after; they are the ones who will
ligence to that doggee that the spirit is for- | receive the pel. Many of them do
ever withdrawn from them and they walk | receive the spirit of conviction and justifi-

in darkness henceforth,
How much of this spirit must you and I
gzuaa.qa to believe the gospel in these latter-
8? Just enough to lead wus to for- | be
Sake every error, falsehood and false doc- | them reject it, and condemnation follows.

trine on the earth. This is the amount we | Jesus said “This is
must have, Have the Christian world got

honesty? Yes, and the heathen world too.
But how far? What is the nature of our | rather than light, because their deeds are
honesty as Christians? we might ask, | evil,” and they will not come to the light
““We are just honest enough many might | lest their deeds should be reproved, he

| cation, and they feel that God has forgiven
their sins as far as ible, and as far as
they can understand it. But let the

again He says, ‘“Men choose darkness

say, to have the Lord own and bless us, we | popular world fear the consequences of ac- |

are honest enough to acknowledge Him,” | cepting the truth, for the truth is not popu-
But do you know Him? “No, but we be- | lar., Many of you, my brethren and sisters

lieve there is such a character as God, We | have experienced this, You know very we

are honest enough to believe, as far as we | what you have passed through, what
know how, and to acknowledge that Jesus | sacrifice of feeling you have had to endure.
is the Christ,”” Are they, I mean the Chris- | Was it hard for many to give up their good
tian world, honest annu§h to take up their | name, to haye the finger of scorn pointed
cross and follow Him? 1f they were, they | at them? How was it with you, my breth-
would believe the doctrine that we, the | ren and sisters, who worked in old
Latter-day Saints, preach, I can say of a England and other foreign lands at this or
truth that I have preached the gospel of the | that trade? Have you not often felt, “‘If
Son of God enough to save the world, the | they find out that I am a Latter-day Saint
last man and woman, and to’ bring them | they will turn me out and I shall not be
into the Kingdom twenty times over if all | able to procure bread for my family.”” But
had been as honest as the very few. How | when your employers did find out and
much honesty must a person have to obey you were put to the test, how was it with
the gospel of the Son of God? I say again | you? Did ;nu deny your religion to save
just enough to sacrifice every will, every | your bread? N o,youatonce acknowleded,*I
false idea, every false principle and practice, | am a ‘Mormon,” as you call it, or amember
every sectarian notion and every e | of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
idea with regard to religion, to acknowledge | Saints.”” “Then you can have no more
that Jesus is the Christ and to take up the | work here.”” In numberless instances the

cross and follow Him according to his dic- | members of this church have been ex?%aed {
their

tation. What does He dictate? We and the | to
Christian world acknowledge that Jesus es- ralf;un; but they have felt and said, “I
tablished the gospel of life and salvation; | will starve sooner than I will give up my
that He was the authority; that He held the religion. I have received the truth, I have
keys of life and death. According to His obeyead the truth; I believe in Jesus, I have
declaration and the doctrine He taught He obeyed His commands,I have been baptized
isand was and ever will be the Mediator | for the remission of my sins; I have been
betweed God and man; Ha the | healed when sick by the administrations of
keys of the holy priesthood to open the | the elders, I have seen others healed and
door of salvation to every living being on | foul spirits cast out; I have spoken with
the face of the earth. All this many of the | new tongues; the spirit of prophecy is
individuals of the Christian world, but not upon me, and I can prophecy that if you
the nations and communities,acknowledge. | turn me out of your factory, woe unto

So far this is good; it is right as far as it | evil will come upon you!
goes, Where is the man in all the popular | that the Lord will sustain His people; He
world who says “I believe enough fo %g will fight their battles, and He will open
forth into the waters of baptism and up the way for me to gather home to the
baptized for the remission of my sins?”’ | land of Zion.” Has this been the experi-
Many would say so if it were popular. Say | ence of any of the Latter-day Saints? Yes,
they, “‘make this a leading question, make | of many of ihem.
it fogullr, and I will believe it with the | and of the spirit of the Lord must you
rest; but if the polPulnr world denies it we | enjoy to be just right! Enough to yield
will reject it,” hen you have not quite | strict o ence to the requirements of

eno of the spirit of the Lord upon you. | Heaven.
Tha“(gh.rlatim world may say ‘“we have not

light enough within us to receive the gospel

verty and suffering on account o

of this comes short of obeying that law
| which will bring them into the celestial
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I'msdchaniaﬂ% I want to know b
and experienoce,

might get religion. | about making the

rd enlightening their minds, convicting | world to teach us the theory
| them and teaching them that they were | houses, tem

ould | constructing houses and temples had been
to them and they rejected it? It | tects who told us there were nothing but

the knowledge | regard to the gos

to | ever heard from the ministers and sects of
and they will possess it from time to time | say that many of that class have been | the day were- nothing to me;

tOf:t.har by the rmhlntg of the | know for myself,
this church. They are the ones

gospel | apostle te death; but sin revived within
preached to them, let light come ana | and taught me that I did not understand | lamentable.

ﬂrnu,
I can prophecy l

New, how much faith | obedience to the law of Heaven,

Any man or woman that is short | lieve; we will make our own path and ask

when it is preached unto us,” Idropped a
word yesterday that I will refer to im this
way. Let Jesus or any of the old apostles
go into the city of Rome, or within the
confinegpf the “Holy See,” and say to the
Pope “'I have the words of life for you; I great deal
possess the keys of the holy gieathnod of | various Christian
the Son of , and I can officiate and capen
om

the door and admit you into the kil:rgi]l r2 | but thought within myself: “Your talk

of heaven; I can seal on earth and it rieht h o
sealed in heaven; I can bind on earth and it | stand this velinion 1t ia wothon s Jbn Gor

will be bound in heaven; I can loose on
earth and it will be loosed in heaven.”
What would be the result? ‘“Doorkeepers,
you lock up that house, do not admit such
a man,” would be the from the Pope,
Cardinals, Archbishops, Bishops and mem-
bers of the “Holy Catholic Church;” and
not only from them but from the members
of the Greek Church and 80 on down to the
very last Protestant sect that li on the
face of the earth, I do not know fthat there
would be an exception. If there was a
grlaut who would open a house to the

avior or to one of His apostiles, I uxlpeet
the deacons would steal the keys and lock
it up so that they would be prevented cross-
in the threshold of their sanctuaries to
preaeh Lo the people the words of life and
salvation,

We mni;aak have they ihe spirit of the
Lord? es, Lﬁo;' have at times. Have
they enoughof it? Not quite. How much
musé have? Enough to receive the
truth, tp

roportion do thag receive of
the spirit of the Lord? Enough to convict

them of sin, of righteousness and of judg-
ment, and to ten their minds and
instruct them., he candle of the Lord is
with every individual when born into the
world, As Job says, ‘‘there is a spirit in
an, and the tion of the hty
giveth it understanding.” All are anl?tled
to thiutgirit of conviction, and the condi-
tion of the Christian world forty, fifty or
sixty years ago, was proof thatthe influ-
ence of this spirit was very generally felt

amotigatﬂl What their condition is
now I do mot know; but then there was

¥

kingdom.

Again I will ask:
world enjoy the spirit of the Lord? YHEI
they have anm;fh to convict them of sin,’
When I was q

dictated the reformations. I said nothing,

of which I can read in the New testament;"’
and my heart would beat this sentiment:
“Lord, save and preserve me until I can
judge for myself.”

In riper

read your creeds and doctrines, but I can-

ing, &e.
that you talk of, but
nothing about.” When I

the character of the God you say
ship? Can
trines of fai
remission of sins and the la
haads for the reception of the

Can you tell about the gifts and
God set in His Church?”’ *
know anything about them,”” would be the
reply of the Presbyterians and

ou give any idea ag the doc-

to every creature and to bring all to the

sentiment with re

to God or the prin-
ciples of the gos

it;
though your
feelings and passions of the Ipao
not answer my purpose., IfI be

““Do the Christian | the truth?

te young I was talked to a | What was it?
by the elders and ministers of | listened to eve
sects,—those who led and | truth I heard

it is nothing like that | have heard you tell,”

ears I would say to them: *“I | not blessed with a like capacity,that all are
cannot ungmtmd your religion. I will | not capable of receivieg as much as some wnderstand that God is His Father?
search and see what you believe in; I can | are. All are not alike in their or

not understand this coming to the ‘anxious | which enter their tabernacles may be
bench,’ this being prayed for, and repent- | and holy;
ing and sinning, and sinning and repent- | tabernacles
I cannot understand this God |them and their education and circumstan-
whom you know | ces alter their lives and change them very whanoeﬂ'!;e came and from whom we are.
got older I would | materially. There are honorable men and | But we u
ask the ministers: ‘‘Can you tell me where | women who cannot see, believe or under- | if we can understand God we can under-
Heaven is? Can you tell me anything of | stand the truth, Such men and women | stand ourselves, and if we learn ourselves,

ou wor- | will receive a glory

y repentance, baptism for the | be
ill:lglll'.:l;rl ?; tgﬂ fruth? No, if he ot see and under- | some
0 ost? | the 0 cann - ‘
. that | stand it, he will never abuse it, and will | believed the gos
e do not | never blaspheme the name of God ino

Methodists and others who were ready to | have Christ to reign
evangelize the world, to preach the gospel | will sin a sin that will not be forgiven.
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%Eing I want to know why I should believe

If I wish to know anything in regard to

Yy practice
I do not want to learn

Noj; it is not. It isGod’s mercy; it is God's

| loving kindness to His creatures, He has

revealed the priesthoood; somebody or
other must receive it; and it has been our

how to frame a house and know nothing
frame. I do not want to
study architecture alone, I want to know
the practical as well as that which is theo-
retical. If we had all the architects in the
of building
ples and so on, it would profit
us little or nothing until the actual labor of

performed. But suppose we had archi-

beams and stringers to the house? So with
: all the teachings I

I wanted to
and their teachings
amounted to no more than a partial théory,
without practice,

““When the gospel came sin revived with-
in me."”” Not in the same sense as Paul
said it, T was not guilty of holding the
clothes of any man while he ston an
me

the way of life and salvation, and I could

your condemnation | not, unless somebody t.augﬁt it unto me.
that light has come into the world,” And | Had I experienced the spirit of conviction?

Certainly I had. Thespiritof justification?
Just as far as any man on earth, And I
tried to refrain from evil and to do well be-
fore the gospel came to me, and I felt justi-
fied therein, But I felt that I was not a
Bible Christian, I realized that there was
not one on the face of the earth, I realize
to-day and know that there are no Bible |
Christians on the face of the earth but these
despised ‘“Mormons.”” They are the only
ones who have the truth; they have the
gospel of life and salvation. Can you find
it in the ““Holy Cathoiic church?’’ No.
Can you find it in the Greek church?”’ No,
neither can you find it among any of the
protestant churches on the face of the earth,
though they all believe portions of the
truth, but tzey are destitute of the priest-
hood and the plan of salvation. As to their
creeds, beliefs and knowledge, I understand
them thoroughly. I have studied their
creeds, and I have tried to study aand learn
their practices. Have they experienced the
spirit of God to justification? Many of
them bhave; and when they hear the gospel |
they will come to the light, their deeds will
be reproved and they will receive the truth
and be baptized for the remission of their
sins., But those who have not the Eialdin g
principle within them and resist this goed
spirit, when they hear the truth the light

at is within them will become darkness;
light will depart from them and darkness
w%ll take its Place, and how great will be
that darkness! Are these things true? As
true as the sun now shines; as true as to
say there is an earth and that intelligent
beings dwell upon it; as true as to say that
we are men and women and human beings,
and enjoy the light, the pleasure of hearing,
handling, tasting or any of eur natural
senses. Just so true are these things I am
telling you. We have the gospel., hy do
not the Christian world receive that gospel?
Because they will pot bow down to the Sa-
vior; they will not have t an Christ
Jesus to rule over them; they will not yield
They set
up themselves as patterns; they make the
road, and say ‘“‘the Lord must come to this,
We will make a creed in which we will be-

God to bless us in walking therein.’”” But
the spirit will be withdrawn from them
after they hear the gospel. Will they tell
Yes. I heard one of our elders
say that he heard a minister tell the truth, |
while preaching for money in the East,
ur elder said ‘I sat and
word he said, but the only |
tell was ‘O, God, we ac-
knowledge that we are the test sinners
on the face of the earth.””” Said our elder I
“I believe that, and that is the only truth I

Are there honorable men on the earth?
Yes. Good men? Yes, there are; and if
we read the revelations that the Lord has
given to us, we shall find that all men are

ganiza-
tions and in their tabernaeles, The spirits

re
but the organization of Eiair
the influences which surround

according to their

knowledge and conduct in life. They will
jgggeg aﬁordingto the deeds done in

ill an honorable man reject

pocs e cnlioss ' WHD Wil
ite e unbelievers w
A ' over them and

Now, my brethren and sisters, what are

“anxious bench.” They could not teach | we here to-day fer? To receive instruction,
me the first lesson, or teach me the first | to see and be seen, and to hearand obey the

words of life and salvation. If you have

ting?

good fortune to have the spirit of the Lord
to that degree that we have received the
truth, received the priesthoed and the keys
thereof.

When I look around at the acts of the
children of men who profess to know God
and Jesus Christ whom He has sent I can
exclaim in the words of Jesus that some of
the good seed fhat has been sown has fallen
on stony ground. Such seed takes root:
the earth is very warm, and it springs up
forthwith; but does it bear fruit? No. The
sun rises and scorches it, and it withers and
dies because it is sown on ston ground.
Some seed is sown onm good, rich, fertile
soil,but the love of riches, of gain, the pride
that is in the heart and the love of the world
choke it so that it cannot bring forth good
fruit. But some falls on good ground, and
it grows up and bears fruit, some thirty,
some sixty and some a hundred fold. Are
any of us in the condition of the character
who is referred to as the stony ground? If
we are, our condition is most pitiable and
What is the condition of each
and every one of us? Have we received
this seed in good, honest ground, or hearts?
Will this seed bring forth fruit to the glory
of God? or will we receive the cares and
love of the world and the love of riches
until the seed is choked so that it cannot
bring forth g fruit? I say God forbid!
I would that Latter-day Saints would
live their religion, live according to the faith
that they have embraced; live so that they
will know and understand the mind and
will of God concerning them. Isthere any
thing to hinder? Who hinders you and me
from praying? Who hinders us from wor-
shipping God? Who hinders us having our
hearts ascend to the throne of grace morn-
ing and evening, and every leisure moment
—every minute of our time that is not occu-

ied with the cares oflife? 'What is there to
Eiuder us offering up at everrsuch moment
the heartfelt prayer, *‘O Lord, give me thy
holy spirit! Father, 1 ask thee, in the name
of Jesus Christ to preserve me from sinnin z
against thee, or any being on the earth or in
the heavens! Preserve my feet in the path
of rectitude, honor and uprightness! Pre-
sexye me in the various avocations of life,
nnrghalp me te keep thy commandments all
my days!” Who hinders us doing this?
Have we not the privilege? We have, And
when business or duty calls us to do this,
that or the other, do it. Preach, pray, labor,
toil, werk to build uF the kingdom spirit-
ually, and temporally, if youare disposed
to call it so. But when our ingdom is built
up, and Jesus reigns king of mations as He
is king of Saints, I reckon we will all bewyil-
ling to call it spiritual.

y brethren and sisters, we are here to
encourage you in living your religion.
Will you suffer this or that to draw you
astray? Mothers, will you preserve your
daughters here? Fathers, will you pre-
serve your families here in purity? ill
you set that example before them that you
can say, from morning until evening, from
week to week, and from year to year,
“family, follow me as I follow Christ; fol-
low my example, and we will gu into the
kingdom of Heaven.” If you do this, who
is there that will have power to clutch one
of them from your grasp? If you liveso
that God is with you, you are full of the
faith of Jesus, and who can pluck them out
of your hands? Thisis yourduty: it ismy
duty, and there is no excuse for us if we
do not live in this way, |

What think ye? Have you received the

ospel? Do you know God,—the only wise
%-o&e Do you know Jesus, whom He has
sent? Do you understand anything about
His nature and plan? How simple it is as
contained in the Bible! The God whom we
serve is not that imaginary God whe dwells
on the top ofa topless throne, without body,
arts or passions. Our God dwells in o
Eﬂﬂ?ﬂnﬂ, in the celestial kingdom. He
dwells with His angels, His influence and
His spirit fill the immensity that He occu-
pies., He is the Creator of this world. Can
you understand Him? Can E:: under-
stand Jesus, born of Mary? ou un-
derstand that He had a mother? g
ou can; perfectly easy, on natural
whstpwa call natural principles.
ithout the process that Ged has revealed
no being dwells here. We understand our
being partially. If we did but know our-
selves perfectly, we would know from

tainly
rincip

we understand ourselves only in part;

we shall know a great deal of God and of
His Son Jesus Christ, our Savior.

What more shall I say? Are there
sirangers here to-day? I expect there are
I want tosay to them that we have
| simply because it is
true. Itisof s and not of man; He has
revealed it from the heavens, Ifweare the
instruments through which He promul-
gates this gospel to the world, all right; if
we are not, then let any wise man or phil-

er come and provato the con if
he can, Isthere an infidel here to-day? Yes,
we may say, infidel to things.
Is there a man here who does mnot

of Jesus Christ, Said I: | enough of the spirit of revelation and are in | believe in God the Eternal Father? I wish
“1 will wait until I can learn for myself, | a mlgract atatepuf mind and feeling this | to inform such persens that it a hard mat-

for I preceive that you know nothing about | morning, you will know whether you do | ter to prove a negative,
yl:m have an{: undafagnding; and | or do n%t.yhaar the truth. We have the | false declarations sometimes can be proved;

hi may excite the | words of eternal life; we hold the priest- | but the negati
assiony of the x le it will Em of the Son of God and the kuza of that
ieve any- { priesthood on the earth, Is this

The negative of

ve of a fact cannot be proved,
because that would prove truth a lie, I'am
here to-day in this house, and; this can be



