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ter of the man forbid me to think
forafor a moment that he inventedreinvented the
stories about his visions therhe fact
that his nearest relatives embraced
his doctrine and acknowledged him
as a prophet is proof enough that
they iverewere satisfiedpatis fied as to the genu-
ineness of his visions I1 do not
know of any testimony to the con-
trary that can invalidate thelis

of course in our day as soon as
anybody claims to have hadbad com-
municationmuni cation with the other world
he is denounced as a liar a hypo-
crite a deceiver the infidelity
of the age and the caricatures ofchristianity must an selfbelf defense
senosend out these cries so it comes
that meds visions too
have been denied and he himself set
down as a liar butbuc the clamors of
wild infidels and theological numb
skulls do not prove anything about
the point in question the oriental
prophet may have had real visionsFforor all that

it mustmast be remembered that mo
hammed was just as much an in-
strumentment iuin the handsbands of god as
was once or cyrus
the mission of mohammed was to
raise up a people that were strong
and enthusiastic enough to sweep
with a broom of desolation the vari-
ous countries denieddefiled by apostasyapostacy
from the doctrines of the son of
god As the bibly prophets have
clearly describeddewri bed the calamities that
should come through the forces put
in movement by mohammed what
they should be able to do and not do
and how long a time their power
should lastjast see rev ix 1 12 it
may fairly be inferred that god had
something to do his visions
in one way or another

hereby is not admitted thoughthou h
that his visions and revelations
were of the same nature as those of
moses of ezekielEzebiel of john the
revelator or joseph the prophet
nor that mohammed was in the
same sense of the word as these a
prophet of god neither his visions
nor his revelations partake of the
nature of those communications
which god has granted to his mes-
sengers of peace and lovejove for in-
stance the first revelation when
the prophet hearsbears a voice saying

cryllcryl and hebe atianswersewers what
shall I1 arv resembles so far a
revelation to isaiah chap 40 6 7
but the following cry in
the name of god is com-
plete nothingness as compared to
the answer given to isaiah so
with the vision related above mo-
hammed is troubled in his soul
until life is a burden to him he
wants to commit suicide but in the
critical moment be is stayed by an
appearance cullingcalling himself gabriel
what has this chief of the angels to
say jnin order to pour consolation into
the troubled heart nothing but
this 1I am gabriel and abou art
mohammed that was not much
after all again that ascension to
heaven where moses is seen cry-
ing because left behind when mo-
hammed passedcassea on towtowardsards god
well surely these visions and rev-
elationselat ions do not prove any divine
spirit as the originator

the case seems to be thin and it is
well worthy the trouble ol0101 inquiry

the christian churches had fallen
the church had been compelled to
fleebee into the wilderness what was
left of christendom was sauk in
superstition and idolatry god con-
cluded to punish the idolatrous peopet
plespies with warsware and their concomit-
ants in accordance with this decree
mohammed baltecame to this world and
was from his childhood reared
so to speak for the purpose in
view his mind was through
love of solitude and meditation made
susceptible of rapport with spirits
As soon as the time came such
spirits as god saw fit to communi-
cate with him were permitted to
operate on his mind and to lead him
on until he hailhad accomplished the
work for which hebe hadbad been raised
up that these spirits were of no
particular excellence I1 think is evi-
dent from their communications
particularly clear is this when
they teach that religion must
be ipropagated by the sword
a doctrine opposite to that of christ
tec this is exactly what god per-
mitted to be taught and done as a
fearfulul punishment upon the apos-
tates meds visions a nd ilevev
relationselations then were real communica-
tions from the other world he was
no liar so far both in the orig-
inating of islam and in its miracul-
ous propagation there was more real
interference by spirits under the
permission of god than some people
are readily willing to admit

in all spheres we find geniuses
arts andand science have theirs
others excel in willing and doing
they are geniuses in these branches
and always become the heroes of
history but even these like the
sculptor painter or poet are not
always clear as to whatwant every par-
ticular of their grand ideal Isia or
whereunto when execute it will
lead they seem to be operated
upon by a higher power a fate as
von Schelli Dg puta it under the
direction of which they stand and
whose purposes they must fulfillfulfilfil I1
think this philosophical reremarkmarkisis
particularly applicable to moham-
med and will explain the mystery
of his life and work on this earth
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to be continued

priesthood MEETING

the regular monthly meeting of
the priesthood of the salt lake
stake of zion CODconvened in the
assembly hall at 11 am today
saturday march lat 1890 presi-
dent angus M cannoncandon presiding

all the wards of the stake res-
ponded to the roll call excepting
drapervilleDraperville bluff dale riverton
herriman and pleasant green
owing to the train from the south
being late in reaureachingbing the city some
of the bishops and other leading
brethren liddid not reach town in time
for meeting fourattfourteenen quorums of
elders were properly represented
there were of the
lesser priesthood from the first
third fourth fifth eleventh
fourteenth and sixteenth wards otof
the city also from mill creek
sugar house granite draperdrape and
brighton

thirteen young men were recom-
mended by their respective bishops
as biting worthy to be ordained el-
ders and on their promising that
they would honor the priesthood if
it should be conferred upon them
their recommends were endorsedendorbed by
unanimous vote of the meeting

president angus M cannon re-
marked that it hadbad come to his
knowledge that the Prepresidencysideney of
elders quorums were issuing rec-
ommends to brethren moving from
one place to another after the man-
ner in which the bishops of wards
gave dutes of standing to mem-
bers he did not understand
howbow this practice of recom-
mending elders was brought
about the late president john
taylor had expressed his view on
this quest on when it was brought
before him which was that when
men were ordained elders they
should receive a certificate of their
ordination and that this entitled
them to i recognition wherever they
went in connection withwilh the bish-
ops note of standing A bishops
note of standing or recommend was
all that was necessaryDec essary to transfer a
member of the church from on
place to another and this rule should
not be departed from where
brethbrethrenreu have not received their
certificates of ordination they
should obtain them and the
presidents of quorums should see
that they are issued the
presidents of the quorums in this
stake will please see to this and fur-
nish every elder with his certifi-
cate it is reported that young men
come to the priesthood naemeetingeting and
are recommended to be ordainedoruaorualinedned
eldeneiders who afterwards neglect their
duties such OR attending quorum
meetings mdand otherwise magnifying
their offieoffice any person thus guilty
of omission is a covenant breaker
and should be labored with in
a spirit of kindness efforts
should be made to save them but
if they prove incorrigible they
should be cited before the bishops
court and dealt with as the law of
the church directs men who are
guilty of wrong doing are not
worthy of our fellowship

president charles W penrose de-
fined the duties of the priest and
teacher and showed that
these bretbrethrenbren magnified their call
inge a good spirit prevailed among
the saints the housebouse to house
visitors need not always be
reminded of their duties the
best men that can be found
should be sought after to attend
to this and they should enter upon
their labors in accordance with the
spirit thereof hasty visits or frivol-
ous talk should not characterize
thisethi se ministrations the families
of the saints require to be fed with
theahe bread of life and it must needs
be that the spiritual teachers be
alive to their duties in every par-
ticularti wherein we have erred
or sinned in the past see to it that
we profit by experience and become
the people that god designs we
should be laboring solely for each
others interest and well being and
he will bleam and prosper us ac-
cordingly

adjourned until the first satur


