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THE TESTIMONY TESTED

THE testimony in the trial of syl-
vanus Colcoicollettleft charged with the
crime of murder wawass closed yeyester-
day

ster
and judge sutherland ad-

dressed the jury for the prosecution
the cabecase attracts much attention
the faetafacts demonstrated are very
meagre the rumors hearsay evi-
dence and unsupported statements
of unreliable witnesses are numer-
ous0us it laIs difficult from the ddevel-
opments

10 velvei
of tho trial to arrivoarrive at the

exact truth
much has been said and

ed with regard to the 11aiken mur-
der it has been repeatedly stated
that the aiken party were murder-
ed by the cormonsmormonsMormons but BOso far
there liashas been no satisfactory proof
that any of the aikens were killed
either by indians or white men
and certainly there is not a tittle f
evidence to warrant any accusation
in relation to them against the

mormon peaple
nothing clear hashaa been ascer-

tained of the fate of the two aikens
who did not return to nephi afteraker
starting southward nothing reli-
able is disclosed in relation to the
two who did return after leaving i

nephi for the north it has not
been shown who inflicted the
wounds received by the injured
men before their return to nephi
and all that occurred to them after
ward is only a matter of conjecture
it iaIs supposed that certain personspersona
who went with the men as escortsescort
betset upon and killedbilled two of them
and wounded the other two and
that subsequently they alao killed
the latter and threw their bodies
into some springs north of nepalnephi
but those who have watched the
evidence closelcloselyy and impartially
perceive that no definite proof has
been advanced aff the fate
of either of the aikens opin-
ions may be formed pro and con
but whatever conclusionconclusionssi are ar-
rived at are only matters of

tureturo i

the finding9 off the bodies in a
spring a year after the supposed
murder and their identification by
footefoole who appearsaosto bobe subject to
crazy spells amount to in
the light reflected by the medical
testimony thofhee preservation of dead
boales under huchsuch circumstances
for that length of time being de-
clared an utter impossibility
much of guy footed evidence has
been flatly contradicted and

and hiahla reputation for truth
and veracity has been shown to be
extremely bad

but therethore iaIs nothing in thewthothe wholebole
case which is e least damaging
to the defendant except the testi-
mony of the particularly
of Wiliwiilwilliamlaux who declares that col-
lett confessed to him his participa-
tion in thothe bloody deed the ques-
tion is can the testimony of this
witness be relied upon and if not
what was the motive that prompted
him to offer such perjured evi-
dence we will endeaendeavorvorvox to

william reputation in
weber county wherekheroaberoabere he livesjives
maybemay bo learned by askingashing any old
and observing resident of any of itsils
settlements the records of the
courts will show the character of
thethothostheSkeens william skeen hasras
been convicted in his ownowa town
plain city of a criminal offenseonieofiense
he was also tried and convicted in
the probate court of weber coun-
ty in 1869 for grand larceny be-
low Is a transcript from the record
of thetho court which we produce be-
cause witnesses who are hishla associ-
ates and friends and who are per-
fectly familiar with his reputation
have endeavored to holdbold hituphim up as
a patternern of honor and verity iniii
contradictionontradiction to the testimony of
hlahia immediate neighborsneigh dorsiborsi who bear
himilfin no ill will but have been re

to testify in regregard1ratoto his
character

ellrootEllraot from the record of
bate court of weber county utanutah
territory in the case of the peo-
ple vs william skeen on indict-
mentmentawforfop grand larceny

ogdenogden city april 22 1569
we the jurors in the caso of the

peopeopleple etc vsva william skeen de-
fendantfefenmdantdant for larceny find the de-
fendantfendantaut guilty of the charge setget
forforthth in tthehe indictment and aassessness
a fine of one hundred doldoidollarslarslats

signed
WILLIAM elmore 1

boremjB oremanan
aprilapri 23

the court rendered the follow
ingjudgmentudament you william ykeenskeen
having been tried and found guilty
of the crime of grand larceny by a
jury of your country duly emean
meled and sworn and the Jjudgment
awarded by said jury being one
hundred dollars fine it is therefore

i ordered and adjudged by the court
that you pay a fine of one hundred
dollars and cost of prosecution and
that you be ordered and remanded
into the custody of the sheriff of
weber county to be by him de-
tained in the county jail until such
fine and costs are paid and that in
default of payment of such fine and
costscoats you be putut to labor as by
law in hsuch CCcasecaso made and pro-
vided

defendant paid the linefine one
hundred dollars and cost of suit
deventseventy nine dollars hildand fifty cents
to10 the deputy sheriff and was
thereupon ordered to be discharged
from custody to go hence without
dayduya

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
territory of utah

county of weber
kcjr1I the undersignerundersignedundersigned clerkdierk of theprobateprobate court in and for said

county do hereby certify that the
above and foregoing iaIs a true and
correct extract from the recorddofof
saidbald probate court now in my
office

in witnessnesa whereof I1
hereunto set my hand

SEALBEAL and affix the sealseat of
I1 J said court this four

day of octo
berher AD 1878
F 8S RICHARDSRICHARD9

clerk of probate Clerk
by C C RICHARDS

depdeputyu ty clerk
collett swears he never hadbad bucheuch

a conversation as skeen relates
and the evidence of the salmon
river settlers goes a long way to0
show that he could not have been
in the south when the murder is
said to have been committed
whose word will be preferred un-
der the circumstancefc collettscolletta
whose character is
or who has been convict-
ed for larceny and for personal

thetha moving cause for sheens de-
sire for the conviction of collett is
deadly re hisbis brother E D
skeen a notorious horse thief was
ahotshot while attempting to escape
from custody in cache
eral years ago william charged
thos e-rickae-ricks with the shooting
and unjustly suspected syigylsylvanusvanus
collett of complicity threein he
failed to procure the conviction of
ricks after working hard to de-
stroy him riekseicks justification be-
ing complete hefie then swore re-
venge against collett and- iaand- is now
trying to wreak it in this story
about the aiken murder this ac-
counts for the animus he has shown
in the trial with its thin covering
ofa re tended regard for the prison-
er

we present this matter as it ap-
pears to us if theretherthereaseeareaieare persons
who know any facts in relation to
the fate of the aikens we are un-
acquainted with them we are de-
pendant upon the trial for evidence
in relation to the whole matmallerand
it does not appear to us that there
Is anything therein toio fasten the
crime upon the prisoner at bar it
laIs important that rumor conspira-
cy and the false coloring of legal
pleadingpleapieadingdiug percolated with prejudice
should not have such effect upon
the public mind as will shut out
due consideration ofaf the accused
mans probable innocence for
though the jury may acquit dimithim it
would be a serious matter for him
to live under a cloud of suspicion
and to be shunned by his neighbors
and friends as one who hadbad stained
his hands in human blood we
therefore make these comments
with the hope that an ignocinnocentient
man may not be legally convicted
of crime and that public condem-
nation may not be passedUuponP an sylsybyli

jvanus collett uponlipon sucsuesuehsuch11 fragileragnag il ttes-
timony

s
as that produced in the

district court atiProvo

THE INDIAN commission

general CROOKhas heenbeen testify-
ing at omaha before the corlcoricongres-
sional

gres
investigating committee on

the indians he is in favor of the
ttransferranafen of the indian bureau to the
war department sayssaya that cheat-
ing indian agents araroare3 never pun-
ished believes in putting the red
men to work on farms and
thinks if each indian is given land
that he can call his own he can be
induced to till it and thus the
indian troubles will soon pass aaway6way
but that it is uelese to deacteachh theth
savages anything glnbluon an amemptyi pty
stoetostomachmach gen crookbrook has hahadd
great experience amongamong various
tribes of the natives and his stigstiggersugges-
tions

gea
are worthy of grave consider-

ation 4

the 19 mormon policy ISit to
teach the indianaindians agriculture and
shawshow them how to be self sustain
I1ing11 g where they have not been
prevented from carrying thisabitpolicy the results are hhighlyghlynen-
couragingcou raging

theth natives have been robbed
swindled treated as wild beasts
driven fronfrom place to placepince and
made to feel that no relreirelianceroliantelaute could
be safely placed upon the word ofbf
the whites A radical shangoshange in
the methods of treating the primal
owners of the soil must be inaugu-
rated or the will never
rest from indian uprisings unless
the whole race laIs exterminated
but the savages can oebe tamed
and the pestpeat of roving vagabond
thieving marauders be turned into
profitttoto the couxcourcountryitry let judicious
measures betakenbetokenbe taken to estabiestablishlih thetheibe
various tribes on lands of their
own to teach them agriculture and
establish their faith in the honor of
the palepaiepalefacesfacesfacea then schools and
churches can be established among
them and the massacres and terrors
which have hitherto marked their
career willstonwill soon become only inci
dents in history

THE PLOT EXPLODED

THIS oneida county idaho
miers as we predicted have

made a inisemiserablekablezable failure of their
raid upon thitthil mormon sawyers
and tietic cutters and the judkojudge att-
orney and their asaiasalassistantsstants have ac-
complishedcomplishedbed nothing by their un-
warrantable severity in dealing
with the men who were madevide the
objects of the wrath of the ringang 23

mormon eaters generally over-
shoot their maa they are so
rabid that they lose theirjudgment
and usually whether iniii spurt or

for their own defeat the penalty
imposed upon john D merrill
if even he had been proven guilty
of cutting timber from the public
lands was out cfallof alfnilall proportion to
the magnitude of the offenseonieofiense and
when it laIs considered that nond evi-
dence whatever was
port of the charge but that ailall the
testimony merely showed that he
sawed timber at a mill the sentence
appears indeed outrageous so with
tho case against hyrum smith the
tie cutter and the affair of the
wholesale arrest of men whose chiel
offense wwasas refusing to answer the
ququestionsscions of a person claiclafclaimingmingtoto be
a deputyauty marshal the whole af-
fair was infamous and we areipleapieapleasedsed to say will result in no
permanent injurydjury to any one but
thase who prompted and

in it
A private telegram states in effect

that the railroadBailrallroad company has ar-
ranged to pay into the united
states atrat washington
for the timber cut for the utah and
northern and that the penalties
imposed in these cases willwiil be re-
mitted by tilethe president this will
relieve the men selected as the tar-
gets for the shafts of the aladad
ninringringlandringandand will reflect greatgrest dis-
credit on the prosecution and the
judge who have been thointhole willing
tools it is a fitting rebuke to judge
HolHolli listor who in permitting hisbis
anger and bigotry to still tho voice
of justice formed a potent rereasonason
for executive interferenceinterferences and of-
fered a very poor recommendation
for any future appointappointmentment

the secretary of the navy has
power underlunder the statute as wewo
showed in a previous article to re-
mit the penalty in whole orinor in part
but the presidential act will be
more satisfactory and set the seal
of0 the disapproval of the gogov-
ernment

V
upon such extexirarn judicial

proceedings

wewa hope our friends in oneidaonelda
county killgowiilwill go ia had with theirtheli
preparations for securing a full
free and fair election in november
and the installmentinstalment in office of the
choice of the majority that the
irigriirlringng that have ruled thetho county
wlwithoutthout right and I1inn defiance of the
will of the bulk of the people may
ninfinnindfindd their schemes vain and their
infamous course brought to a full
and ignominious end

m igi 0

OPOPIUMIUMlum SMSMOKEOKE

I1
THERE has been a great dealdeai saidsaldbaldeaid
0off lateme about opium ng in this
city it habhas beni-l erpepprtabdtbdad that
opium dens managed by mina

extensively patronized
by whitewhilehitebite people that respectable
persons of both sexes habItthabituallyfally
frequented thesethose haunts of
and that during the witching hours
of night they were crowded with
Cconfirmedonnarmed andled hopeless opium

whom were beoresscores
of young boys A complaint was
madel last tuesday evening by one
excited individual to the city
Cojudell who alleged that notnoi onionlyy
hishig ownon son had been enticed into
these denbdens of shame but
that at theifie samesamo time forty
or fifty boy were to be fofoundU nd I1inn
those Pplaceslaceslacea gambling ftit is
alleged is an accompaniment ofbf the
opium vicevide yuebuubut we

Z

are auld that
only the chinese thethemselves are
admitted to the gambling holebolesone
of which is describedescrib d as a sixteen
footoot cellcelicellarceliardr with thick walls erected
ten feet from the bottom and roonooroofedfed
over with of earth ontohon top
wwherebere thebethe heathen14then Chinese assemble
nightly but no white person is ad-
mitted and pound below can bebe
beard above

wowe hahaveve taken pains to investi-
gate his matermatter before making any
remark uponit we set our faces
andandr alseraise 0ounr voices against the ant-u sui-
cidal practice of opium aosmoking
and will use our influence as deter

as adyany other persons or pa
papers in lawful efforts to prevent
its introduction and spread lain this
city but we are forced to thetho con
elusion that A vastvase volume ot04
fumes have beenjeen mademada to arise out
of p very little opium those whowho
navegave the very best faailifacilitiesaties for ob-
taining reliable informatlon on this
matter declare that ththerothereeria is emallemail
truth in the exaggerated stone
that have been set afloat at the
timelime when it was stated there wiewere
between fortyor jand fifty boys amok
ing opium in the chinese housesJtureethree konssons to be
tounfoundd therehere besides the soneon of the
complainant one of these wasta well known gambler another
a courtezantzan and the third a spec-
tacled man unknownu t to the police
As to the gambling holehoie frfrom
which no sound can emanate and
into which no white man laIs peper-
mitted

r
tp enter the whole holebole Is

believed to exist only inir the imagi-
nation af the describer the police
sayaay nolip oreone canpin tell where it ifis pro-
duce anybody who has seen it or
give any clucluee to its whereaboutseabouts

confess to an unwillingness
to believe that respectable

i people
ifrequent these dens of I1infamy urr

thadthac chinese and white Ppeople
male andalkil female lie around in thehe
disgusting manner portrayalportrayeArayel in the
sensational accoaccountsunta which havhave

i
e

been circulated or that io many
boys and youths could indulge in
opium smoking and conceal the
fact from their friends and the pub-
lic but we are open to converconversioneiontion
nevertheless only proof must prepre
cede convictconvictsconvictionion the opium habit
iaIs an expensive one it costscoats con-
siderablesiderable money to indulge in it
the expense increases as the habit

a

becomes confirmed for the
quantity that serves at first
has little effect when poilconstantstant
custom habituates the system to
itsuyeits use the story that the chinese
furnish opium gratis forgreat num-
bers of boyaboys to smoke is unreasonasemaseA r

able alboyA boy or a man who can get
something forlor nothing from one of
those moon eyed mongoliansMongoM lians would
be valuable in the deseret museum
aaas one of thelgreatest of living curio-
sities

it may be necessary in attempt-
ing to suppress a great evil to urejuse
strong language andr nd place factsia ets in
extreme prominence but we do
not believe that any public good is
accomplished by gross exaggera-
tion nor that the interests of socie-
ty are subserved in misrepresent

ing any of its darkdaru doing thothe
naked truth divested of aliall fabri-
cated raimemandailalld imimaginaryabinary orna-
ment la simply thid 1 many of the
chinese in the city are addicted to
opium blackingbral oking a very tewlew white
people and they persons of doubt-
ful or known hadtad reputation i visit
thothe quarters tindand partial
katein the vice I1 two or three boys
navehave buoneon to enter
those places the beepers of the
densdena charge for thothe opium
they furnishfu to Emosmokerskerskerb at
prpredenteisent thehe vice so fafarr as caucas-
ians are concerned is confined in a
very narrow circle the city coun-
cil are investigating9 the matter
and framing antin ordordinancehiance to meet
the evil we hohopepe and hahave everyTremsonreason to believe that the chivcivloIQ
authorities will takotake holdnold of this
mattermattur with all that itsI1importance demands aneantand thatthat their
besebest wisdom will be exhibited in
measures to preventt the spread of
41 n evil that a doingduing immense dam
age in tilethe great cities of the land
which is increasing asa fashionable
vice anetanit which iaIs destroying thetho
vital powers efof men and women
who foolishly seek baitsin its dreamy so-
lace relief from pain griergrief dJdastredistress
or reremorsemoraemoree but only aggravate
their huffeBuffesufferingsrings bodand bastenhasten uhethe dadayV
of a dishonorable death

EDITORIAL NOTES
I1 ii

tiathe crops in morocco have been
a total failure and thousands of
human beings as well as herds of
cattlecattie are in a famishing condition
reliefbelief is18 being afforded by the engl-
ish residentsreside ntauta atut dloblogador but the
deathadeaths atomftormtorn starvation average fromnom
40 to 60 wadayday

I1

tha pacific christian messengerAtes
having been called a liberal
paper thus repudiates the charge

we make no claims to being I1

liberal truth is never liberal but J
j

exclusive christ and his apostles
were not liberal buthut denounced in
the strongest terms those who j

tailedfailed to accept their
have to christians who I1

should follow aftaftenerthethe same lesson
in religion as aruleazulea ruleruie thetha more of t

error any people embrace the more
liberal they become down to those
who wholly i discredit the bible i

who sty ie themselvesasprepreeminentlyeminentlypre
2 all of which lais as true

at the everlasting gospel i

oaon the dinst bill longleyJj
the mostmoat notorious desperado in
desperate wasi executed for
the murdermulder of a mamann named andander-
son

ander-
sen

randersonJjlongley was the reputed
bler cipf no lessleas than thirty two
persons his first feat was to
a agro inintheinicethelne head at one hundred
yards distadistanceneence this crime being
allowed to go unpunished enczur
eged the young to pro-
ceed in his lawless careercarter he
was only twenty evenseven years old
when hebe suffered the extreme pen-
alty of the law and is described aaas
tall1911 and graceful with a handsome
face a mild alidand pleasant eye and
a bleet and gentle voice he
made a speech on thathe gilgallowslowslowb and
warned uhethe young against follow-
ing in hishia path jtitJ t is a strong com-
ment on tofiqthe laxity of the law that
suchasuch a career aaas bangleleyaieyals waswag per-
mittedbitted to run to huch an extreme
and terrible length

A substitute hortor white lead as the
bodybady ofot paints bliasliss
ed it is obtained by precipitating
zinezino chloride or sulphate by means
of a soluble sulphide bodic banicbaric
and sulphidessulphides have all been
uuseded for ibetheithe purpose but special
precaution s are taken to
precipitation with the white sul-
phide of adyauy iron that may be pre-
sent in the chlorchlorideluelUo of zinc the
precipitate of white sulphide iais
collected dried and transferred to
a furnace where it is be-
ing carefully stirred to bring all
parts into contact with the air
while still hot it ia raked into vats
of cold water where it is levitatedlevigated
and iais then subsequently dried the
product bainy a white pigmentof
great beamutbeautyy vhfwhawhichiehich is proof against
the of sulsui hydro-
gen anything that willnill answer
behe purpose of white lead without

its danger to health will be a great
boon to the painting fraternity

I1

local and other Iffatmatteramatters
I1
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Spectaclespectaclesa found ifI1 thetho reison
who lostlott hiahla cleele8 60 tthelia teremtem-
ple

m
block will call JT

thomasthomai office


