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THE TESTIMONY TESTED.

THE testimony in the trial of Byi-
vanus Collett, charged with the

crime of murder, was cloged yester-
day, and Judge BSutherland ad-

bate Court of Weber County,Utah
Territory, in the case of the Peo-
ple vs. William Skeen, on indict-
ment for Grand Larceny.

¢‘Ogden City, April 22, 1569,

‘“We, the jurors in the case of the
People, ete., va. Willlam Skeen, de-

fendant guilty of the charge get
forth in the indictment, and assess
a fine of one hundred dollars,
(Bigned)
“WILLIAM ELMORE,
Foreman.,

April 23.

GENERAL CROOK has been testify-
ing, at Omaha, before the congres-
slonal investigating committee on
the Indians. He is in favor of the
transfer of the Indian bureau tothe
War Department; says that cheat-
ing Indian agents are never pun-
ished; believes in putting the red
men to work on farms; and
thinks if each Indian is given land

| that he can call his own he can be

induced to till it, and thus the

““The Court rendered the follow-
ing judgment: You, William Skeen,
having been tried and found guilty
of the crime of grand larceny by a
jury of your country, duly empan-
neled and sworm; and the judgment
awarded by said jury being one
hundred dollars fine, it is therefore
ordered and adjudged by the Court

dressed the jury for the prosecution. | that you pay a fine of one hundred
The case attracts much attention.|cdollars and cost of prosecution, and

" The facts demonstrated are very
meagre., The ramors, hearsay evi-
dence, and unsupported statements
of unreliabie witnesses are numer-
ous. It isdifficult from the devel-
opments of the trial to arrive at the
exact truth,

Much has been said and publish-
ed with regard to the ‘‘Aiken mur-

der.” It has been repeatedly stated
that the Aiken party were murder-
ed by the ‘“Mormons,”” but so far
there has been no satisfactory proof
that any of the Aikens were killed,
either by Indians or white men,

and certainly there is not a tittle ¥f |

evidence to warrant any accusation
in relation to them against the
* Mormon” people,

Nothing elear has been ascer-
tained of the fate of the two Aikens
who did not return to Nephi affer

E .

tbat you be ordered and remanded
into the custody of the sheriff of
Weber County, to be by him de-
tained in the county jail until such
fine and costs are paid; and thatin
default of payment of such fine and
costs, you be put to labor as by
law in "such rmade and pro-
vided.

““Deféendant paid the fine, one
hundred dollars, and ecost of suit,
seventy-ninedollars and fifty cer:ts,
10 the deputy sheriff, and ,was
thereupon ordered -to be discharged
from custody to go hence without
day.”

“UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Territory of Utah,
County of Weber. J

“I, the undersigned, Clerk of the
Probate Court in and for =said
county, do hereby certify that the
above and faregoing is a true and
correct extract from the record of

B.8.

starting southward, Nothing reli-|said Probate Court now in my
able is disclosed in relation to the | office,

two who did tatuml.] after leaving| s~y

Nephi for the north, It bas mnot
been shown who Inflicted the
wounds received by the injured
men before their return to hi,
and all that occurred to them after-
ward is only a matter of conjecture.
I't ia supposed that certain persons
who went with the men as eseort;
get upon and killed two of them
and wounded the other two, and
that subsequently they
tbhe latter and threw their bodies
into some springs north of Nephi.
But those who have watiched the
evidence closely and impartialiy
perceive that no definite proof has
been advanced of the fate
of either of the Aikens, Opin-
ions may be formed, pro and con,
but whatever conclusions are ar-
rived at are only matters of con-
jecture. ; a

The finding of the bodies in a
spring a year afler the supposed
murder, and their identification by
Foole, who appears to be subject to
crazy spells, amount to nothing in
the light reflected by the medical
testimony, the preseivation of dead
bodies under such circumstances
for that length of time being de-
clared an utter

been flatly contradicted and dis-
proven, and Bis reputation for truth
and veracity has been shown to be
extremely bad.

But there is rothing in the whole
case which is Inthe least damaging
to the defendant except the testi-

al80 killed | g

| impossibility. | Collett of complicity threein.
Much of Guy Foote’s evidence has | failed to procure the convietion of

| stroy him, Rick’s justification be-

| about the Aiken murder,

In {witness whereof I
hereunto set my hand
and affix the seal of

(&

| Indian troubles will soon pass away;

but that it is useless to teach the
savages anything on an em
stomach. en. Crook has had
great experience ﬁmnoﬁ various
tribes of the nativesand his sugges-
tions are worthy of grave consider-
ation. . .

The ““Mormon” policy is to
teach the Indians agricultare, and
show them how to be selt-sustain-
ing. Where they bave not been
prevented from carrying out this
policy, the results are ilghly.an-

couraging. ;

The natives have been robbed,
swindled, treated as wild beasts,
driven from place to place, and
made to feel that no reliance could
be safely placed  upon the word of
the whites, A radical zhange in
the methods of treating the primal
owners of the soil must be inaugu-
rated, or the county will never
rest from Indian uprisings unless
the whole race is exlerminated.
But the savages can pe tamed,
and the pest of roving, vagabond,
thieving marauders be turned into
profif to the country. Let judicious
measures be taken Lo establish the
various tribeg on lands of their
own, to teach them agricalture and
establish their faith in the honor of
the pale-faces, then schools and
churches can be established among
them, and the massacres and terrors
which have hitherto marked their
career will soon become only inci-
dents in history.

- N—— ::id Eﬂur% this four- —— T ——— - —
enth day of Octo- )
\ li?er, A.}?. 1878. THE PLOT EX?LODED.
. 8. RICHARDS, !
Clerk of Probate Clerk. Tar Oneida County, . Idaho,

By C. C. RICHARDS,
. Deputy Clerk.”

schemers, as we predicted, have
made a miserable failure of thejir

Collett swears he never had such | fa3id upon the ““Mormon” sawyers

And the evidence of the Salmon
River settlers goes - a long way to
show that he could not have been
in the south when the murder is
sald to have been committed.
Whosé word will be préferred un-
der the circamstances? Collett’s
whose character is unimpeached?
or Skeen’s, who has been conviect-
ed for larceny, and for personal vi-
olence?

The moving eause for Skeen’s de-
sire for the conviction of Collett is
deadly revenge. His brother E. D.
Skeen, a notorious horse thief, was
shot while attempting to escape
from custody, in Cache Valley,sev-
eral years ago. William charged
Thos. E. Ricks with the shooting,
and upjustly suspected Sylvanus |
He

Ricks, after working hard to de-

ing complete. He then swore re- |
against Collett, and is now |

to wreak it in this story
This ac-
counts for the animus he hasshown

venge
trying

conversation as BSkeen relates, |and tie cutters, and the Judge, AvL-

torney and their assistants have aec-
complished nothing by their un-
warrantable severity in dealing

with the men who were made the
objects of the wrath of the “ring.”
“Mormon”-eaters generally over-
shoot their mark. They are so
rabid that they lose their judgment.
And usually, whether iu Court or
Congress, they furnish’the weapons
for their own defeat. The penalty
imposed upon John D, Merrill,
if even he bad been proven guilty
of cutting timber from the public
lands, was out of all proportion to
the wnagnitude of the offense. And
when it is considered that no evi-
dence whatever was adduced insap-
port of the charge, but that all the
testimony merely showed that he
sawed timberat a mill, thesentence
appears indeed outlrageous. 8o with
the case against Hyrum Smith, the
tie-cutter, and the affair of the
whelesale arrest of men whose chie!
offense was refusing to answer the
questions of & person claiming to be

Y | city.

County will go-a-head with their
preparations for securing a full,
free and fair election in November, |
and the instalment in office of the
choice of the majority, that thaf'
“ring” that have ruled the county
without right and in defiance of the
will of the balk of the people, may
find their schemes vain and their
infamous course brought to a full
and ignominious end.

OPIUM SMOKE.

THERE has been a great deal said
of lateabout opium smoking in this
It has been reported that
opium dens, managed by China-
men, wero extensively patronpized
by white people; that mpechblel
persons of both sexes habitually
frequented these haunts of vice;
and that'during the witching hours
of night they were crowded with
confirmed ,and hopeless opium |
smokers, among whom were scores
of young boys. - A complaint was
made last Tuesday evening by one
excited individual, to the City
Condeil, who alleged that not only
his own son had been enticed into.

paked truth, divested of all fabrie
Cated raimenvand imaginary ornas -

ment, is simply this! Many of the
Chinése in the city are addicted to
oplum smoking; a very few white
people, and they persons of doubt-
ful or known bad reputation, visit -
the Chinese quarters and partici-*
patein the vice; two or three boys'®

bave been own to - enter
those places; the keepers of the:
dens charge for the opium”
they furnish to smokers; at®

present the vice, so far as Caucas-
1ans are corcerned, is confined in &
very narrow circle; the City Coun-'
cil are investigating the matter,
and framing an ordiuance to meet '
the evil. We hope and have every '
resson to believe, that the civie
autborities will take hold of this
matter with all thé energy that ite
importavce demands, and that their -
best wisdom will be exhibited in"
measures to prevent the spread of '
an evil that isdving immeuse dam-
age in the great cities of the land,
which is increasing as'a fashionable '
vice, and which is destroying the -
vital powers of men and women,
who foolishly seek in its dreamy so-
lace relief from pain, griéf, distress '
or remorse, but only aggravate
Ltheir sufferings nod basten the day
of a dishonorable death,

these déus of shame, but}
that at the same " time forty | EDITOKIAL NOTES.
or fifty boys were to be found in} TH bitish e 3o aeds been_l

those plsces. Gambling, it is
alleged is an accompaniment of the
opium vice, but we are tuld that
only. the Chinese themselves are
admitted to the gambling bholes,one
of which is describ.d as a sixteen
‘oot cellar, with thick walls erected

ten feet from the bottom,and roofed
over with six feet of earth on top,
where the heathen(Chinese assemble
nightly, but no white person is ad-
mitted and no sound below can be
beard above.

We have taken pains to investi-

{ gate this matter before making any

remarks upon it. We set our faces
and raise our voices against the sui-
cidal practice of oplum-smoking,
and will use our infiuence as deter-
minedly as any other persons or pa-
papers in lawful efforts to prevent
Its Introduction and spread in this
city. But we are forced to the con-
clusion that & vast volume ol
fumes have been made to arise out
of @ very little opium. Those who
have the very best facilities for ob-
taining reliable information on this
matter, dec¢lare that there is small
trath in the exaggerated stories
that bave been set afloat. At the|
(lme when it was stated there were
between forty and fifty boys smok-
ing opium in the Chinese heuses,
only tbhree persons were to be
found there besides the son of the
complainant.. One of these was
a well-known gambler, auwother
a courtezan, and the third a spec-
tacled man usknown to the polide.
As to the gambling hole from|
which no sound can emanate and
into which no white man is per-
mitted to enter, the whole hole is
believed to exist only in the imagi-
nation of the describer. The police
Say Do one can tell where it is, pro-
duce anybody who has seen it, or
give any clue to its whereabouts,
We confess to an unwillingness
to believe that respectable pevple
frequent these dens of infamy; or
that Chinese and white people,

such & eareer as
mitted to run to such an extreme

a total fallure, and thousands of

buman beings, as well as herds of
cattle are in a famishing conditionss
Relief is peing afforded by the Eng--
lish residents ut Mogador, but the
deaths from starvation average fromn
40tvd0aday. - .

The Pacifie Christian Messenger
having been called a ‘‘hberal”
paper, thus repudiates the charge:
‘“‘We make no claims to being
liberal. Truth is never liberal, but
exclusive. Christ and his apostles
were not liberal, but denounced in
the stropgest terms those who
tailed to accept their teachings,and
have taught to Christians, who
should foliow after.the same lesson,
In religion, as arule, the more of
error any people embrace the more
liberal they become, down Lo those
who wholly discredit the Bible,
whostyle themselves pre-eminentily
‘\iberais.”’” All of which is as true
at the everlasting Gospel.

- Oa the 12th inst., Bill Longley,
the most notorious desperado in
Jdesperate Texas, was execuled for
the murder of a man named Ander-
son. Jl.ongley was the reputed
sl#yer-of no less than thirty-two
persons, His first feat was to shoot
a negro in vbe head at one hundred
yards distance. This erime being
allowed to go unpunished, encour-
eged the y@mug murderer to pro-
ceed in his lawless carcer. He
was only twentiy-seven years old
when he suffered the extreme pen-
alty of the law, and is described as
tall and graceful, with a bandseme
face, a mild and pleasant eye, and

a sweet and gentle voice, He

made a speech on the gallows, and

warned the young against follow-
ing in his path. It is a strong com-

ment on the laxity of the law that

ongley’s was per-
and terrivle length.

A substitute for white lead as the
““body” of paints has been'discever-

a Deputy Marshal, The whole af-

mony of the Skeens, particulgrly fair was infamous, aad we are|male and female, lie around in the |ed. Itis obtained by precipitating
zine chloride or sulphate by means

in the trial, with its thin covering
of William, who declares that Col-

Jett confessed to him his participa~

tion in the bloody deed. T'he ques- |

tion is, can the testimony of this
witness be relied upon, and if not

ofp retended regard for the prison-
er.

We present this matter as it ap-
pears to us. If there lare persons
who know any facts in relation to

what was the motive that prompted | the fate of the Aikens, we are un-

him to offer such perjured evi-
dence? We will endeavor to
answer, | e
William BSkeen’s reputation in
Weber County, where he lives,
may be Jearned by asking any old
and observing resident of any of its
settlements. The records of the
courts will show the character of
the Skeens. William Skeen has
been convicted in his own town-
Plain City, of a criminal offense.
He was also tried and convicted in
the Probate Court of Weber Coun-
ty, in 1869, for grand larceny. Be-
low is a transcript from the record
of the court, which we produce be-
eause witnesses who are his associ-

ates and friends, and ‘who are

feetly familiar with his reputation,
have endeavored to bold him up as
& pattern. of honor and verity, in
sontradietion . to the testMoony of
his immediate neighbors; who bear
him no ill will, but have been re-

aquired to testify in regard to his
¢haracter:

|

acqusinted with them{” We are de-

pendant upon the trial for ewidence

in relation to the whole matter,and

it does not appear to us that there

is anything therein to fasten the

crime upon the prisoner at bar. It
is important that rumor, conspira-

cy and the false coloring of legal

pleading percolated with prejudice,

should not have such effect upon
the public mind as will shut out

due: consideration of the acecused
man’s probable innocence. For,
though the jury may acquit him, it
would be a serious matter for him
to live. under a cloud of suspicion,
and to beshunned by his neighbors
and friends as one who had stained
bis hands in human blood. We
therefore make these comments,
with the hope that an innocent
man may not be legally convicted
of erime, and that public condem-
nation may not be passed upon Syl-
vanus Collett upon such fragile tes-
timony as that produced in the
District Court at' Provo.

pleased to say, will result in mno
permanent injury to any one but
thase who prompted and partici-
pated in it.

A privale telegramstales, in effect,
that the Railroad Company has ar-
ranged to pay into the United
States authorities at Washington
for the timber cut for the Utah and
Northern, and that the pepalties
imposed in these cases will be re-
mitted by the President. This will
relieve the men selected as the tar-
gets for the shafts of the Malad
“‘ring,” and will. reflect great dis-
credit on the prosecution and the
Judge who have been their willing
tools. It is a fitling rebuke to Judge
Hollistery whe, 1n permitting his
anger and bigotry to still the voice
of justice, formed &- potent reason
for executive interference, and of-
fered a very poor recommendatien
for any future appointment.

The Becretary of the Navy has
power ?er the statute, as we
showed in & previous article, to re-
mit the penalty in whole or in part.
But the Presidential act will be

| more satisfactory, and set the seal

of the disapproval of the goy-
ernment upon such extra-judicial

proceedings.

disgusting manner portrayed in the
sensational accounts which have
been circulated; or that =0 many
boys and youths ecould indulge in
opium smoking and conceal the
fact from their friends and the pub-
lic. But we are open to conversion,
nevertheless; only, proof must pre.
cede conviction. The gpium habit
is an expensive one. It cosis con-
siderable money to indalge in it.
I'he expense increases as the habit
becomes confirmed, for the
quantity that serves at first
bas litule eflect when constant
custom habituates the system to
its use., Thestory that the Chinese
furnish opium gratis for great num-
bers of boys to.smoke, is unreason-
able. A boy or a man who can get
something for nothing from one of
thosze moon-eyed M. ngolians would
be valuable in the Deseret Museum
a8 one of thejgreatest of living curio-
sities. ,
It may be necessary in attempt-
ing to suppress a great evil, to use
strong language and place facts in
extreme prominence. But we do
not believe that any publie good is
sccomplished by gross exaggera-
tion, nor that the interests of socie-

ty are subserved in misrepresent- |

of a soluble sulphide. BSodic, baric
and calecic sulphides have all been
used for the purpose, but special
precautions are taken to preventthe
precipitation with the - white sul-
phide of apy iron that may be pre-
sent in the chloride of zine. The
precipitate of white sulphide is

collected, dried, and transferred to
a furnace, where it is calcined, be-

ing carefully stirred to bring all

parts into contact with the air.

While still bet it is raked into vats
of cold water, where it is levigated,
and is then subsequently dried, the
product being a white pigment of
great besuty, which is proof against
the action of sulphureted hydro-
gen. Anything that will apswer
.he purpose of white lead, without
its danger to health, will be a greal
boon to the painting fraternity.

Local and Other Matters.

" FROM FRIDAY'S DAILY, Ocr. 18.

Spectacles Found.—If the person
who lost his spectacles on the Tem-
ple Block, will call at Brother C. J.
Thomas’ office, he can get them.




