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experts the crowd made strange
and deafening noisesnoises particularly the
divers who would plunge in for the
smaller silver coin thrown in the water
but refused to dive for coppers

after tea or supper most of the pas-
sengers landed to spend the night on
shore I1 among the number and after
taking a prolonged walk through some
of the principal streets ot0 colombo I1
put up at the australia house together
with some fellow passengers from the
moment we landed till we hid our-
selves behind the doors otof our hotel we
were almost at every step by
natives who wanted to act as guides
and wheel us around in their
shaws a light two wheeled cart pulled
by one man which are now used very
extensively on the island of ceylon
and particularly in colombo it is not
usedased only by the white people but also
by the native business men and others
of the higher castes the next morn
ing I1 took a five mile ride in one of
these little vehicles which I1 thoroughly
enjoyed for the novelty of the thing
to travel on wheels where human flesh
is the propelling power has never fallen
to my lot before As there were also a
great variety of horse vehicles which
could be hired at the same rates as the
ain rickshaws this was a clear case of
competition between human flesh and
horse flesh on my ride I1 visited the
celebrated cinnamon gardens theatie mu-
seum the native market the general
market the railway station government
buildings public parks etc I1 also tooklook
a walk through the fortifications near
the wharf where a great body of men
and women were empemployedloved in packing
rocks for a new road running along the
seashore we were told by one of the
native foremen who could talk english
that the government only paid these
people one quarterguarter oiof a rupee equal to
about 7 united states cents each for a
days work of itomfrom ten to twelve hours
and even that was considered good
wages the value of an indian rupee is
14 pence or about 28 cents of united
states coin this low rate is to be as-
cribed to the present cheapness of sil-
ver small as the wages are in ceylon
they are much lower in india proper
according to official reports there are
several millions of people in southern
india whose annual earnings taking
grain etc at its full value do not aver-
age per family otof five more than 20 or
355 cents per month for each individual
equal to a little more than one cent per
day incredible as this may appear it
is true although with better times in
india at present perhaps two cents per
day would be a safe average rate sixty
cents a week is enough to keep an in-
diandian peasant with wife and one or two
children in comfort but good authorities
state that there are eight millions of peo-
ple in india who cannot earn even this
much to such a people the planting
colony otof ceylon where a person male
or female can earn 7 cents a day is a
genuineenuine el dorado for he can savefromfrom half to three quarters otof thatthai
amount right along

ceylon is the largest most populous
and most important of all british crown
colonies one enthusiastic poet says it
has long been

4 confessed the best and brightest gem
in britainaBrit ains orient diadem

it is believed that ceylon was known to
ancientclent havinavigatorsgators as far back as the
time of king solomon of whose ophir

and many believe ceylon to
have formed a part its jewels and its
spices were familiar to the greeks and
romans who called it and
to the arab traders who first introduced
the coffee plant it was also known to
the mohammedan world at large who
to this day regard the island as the ely-
sium prepared for adam and eve to
console them for the loss of paradise
on the basis otof this story the reef run-
ning between the island and india has
been named adams bridge while the
most conspicuous and majestic though
not the highest mountain in the island
has been known as adams peak to
the people of india to the burmese
siamese and chinese ceylon which is
called lanka the resplendent was
equally an object of interest and admir-
ation and it is admitted that no island
in the world great britain not except-
ed has attractattractedeA the attention of authors
in so many different countries as has
ceylon itft is also asserted that there is
no land which can tell so much of its
past history not merely in songs and
legends but in records which have been
verified by monuments inscriptions and
coins some of the structures in and
around the ancient capitals of the sing-
halese the name givencogi vento the natives of
ceylon are more than 22100loo years old
and only second to those of egypt in
vastness otof extent and architectural in-
terest between before christ when
vijaya a prprincence trumfrom northern india is
caiti to have invaded ceylon conqueconqueredrea
the native rulers and made himsel I1 king
and the middle otof the year 1815 when
the last king of kandy a cruel mon-
ster was deposed and banished by the
British the singhalese chronicles present
the world with a list of nearly kings
and queens the history of whose ad-
ministrations is of the most varied and
interesting character and it indicates
the attainment of a degree of civi
libationliza tion and material progress very un-
usual in the east at that timecimei at differ
ent times made successful
incursions into neighboring countries
while at other times theythey in turn were
subdued by others once by ththee chinese
to whom they paid tribute for years
ceylon was however exposed chiefly
to incursions of malabar princes and
adventurers with their followers from
southern india who waged a constant
and generally successful contest with
the singhalese the northern and east-
ern portionsions of the island at length be-
came permanently occupied by the ta
mils natives of southern india who
placed a prince of their own on the kan
dyan abrothronee and so far had the aniancientent
power of the kingdom declined that
when the portuguese first appeared in
ceylon in 1503 the island was divided
under no less anan seven separate rulers
for years the portuguese occupied
and controlled the maritime or lower
districts otof ceylon but it was more otof a
military occupation than a regular gov-
ernmentern ment and martialmanial law chiefly pre-
vailed under portuguese rule some of
the inhabitants were converted to the
catholic form of christianity and royal
monopolies in cinnamon pepper and
musk were established and they ex-
ported damonscardamonacar sapan wood areca
nuts ebony elephants ivory gems
pearls etc the dutch who by 1656
had finally expelled the portuguese
rulers from the island pursued a far
more progressive administrative policy
though their doings were selfish and op

inin commercial matters they
ike the portuguese were confined to the
low country as the king of randykandy de-
fied all european invaders the dutch
did much to develop cultivation and to
improve the means of transportation
mostly through the construction of
canals A lucrative commerce was es-
tablished with holland and other coun-
tries the protestant religion was intro-
duced and a number of other improve-
ments made cinnamon was the great
staple of export next came pearls ele-
phants pepper areca or betel nuts jag
ger sugar sapan wood and timber gen-
erally arrack spirit choya roots carda
mons etc the cultivation of coffee
and indigo was begun but not carried anon
to such an extent as to benefit the ex-
ports

though agriculture was promoted by
the dutch for selfish purposes good re-
sulted as in the case of the
planting of cocoanutcocoanut palms along the
western coast thus when the british
supercededsupersededsuper ceded the dutch in 1796 the
whole of the southwestern shore for
nearly miles presented an unbroken
grove of palms which is seen to this
day from 1796 to 1802 ceylon was
placed under the east india companesCompanys
control who administered it from port
st george madras but in 1802 it was
made a crown colony it soon became
evident that there could be no settled
peatepeace until the tyrant king on the kan
dyan throne waswas deposed and the whole
island brought into subjection to british
rule this was accomplished in 1815
when at the instigation ot the dandyan
chiefs and people themselves bikk
rama the last king was cap-
tured and deposed and exiled by the
british to southern india since that
time great britain has ruled ceylon
without any trouble

when the british took possession in
1796 the total number of inhabitants on
the whole island was estimated at less
than one million there are now over
three millions colombo had about

inhabitants against at the
present time

colombo of today has much to inter-
est the visitor among which may be
mentioned its fine artificial harbor its
beautifullul drives its lakes and river its
public museum the old dutch church
the bungalows and gardens of the eu-
ropeansro etc still momorere ununiqueI1que are toethe
crowded native parts of the town teem-
ing with every variety of oriental race
and costume of the different races
may be mentioned the effeminate iilightlit
brown singhalese the real natives of tthis
land of whom both men and womenm in

tie their hair behind ipm knots the former
patronizing bombscombs and the latter elab-
orate hairpinshairpins then there are the
darker and more manly gamils hin
doos of almost every caste and dress
doormen or arab descendants afghan
traders malay policemen a few Parparseesseer
and chinese kaffir mixed descendants
besides the eurasiansEurasians otof dutch or por-
tuguese or english and native descent

although the mean temperature of
colombo is nearly as high as that of any
station in the world as yet recorded yet
the climate is called healthy and safe
for europeans because of the slight dif-
ferencef arence between nightni and day and be
tween the so calledca ed seasons of0 which
however nothing isIF known there it be
ing one perpetual summer varied only
by the heavy rainsrains of the monsoon
months may june october and no


