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would be a reflection on our integrity,
but it is asserted that such a step
would plungze us Into the vortex of
Eurcpean polities. On what grounds
this fear is entertained is not clear,
but it seems to be presumed that some
af the Old-world powers consider Amer-
Jean rule In those far-off islands more
objectionable than that of Spaln,
The opposite would seem to be prob-
able. It ias also probable that the
abandonment of the Philippine Islands
and the other occupled groups to Spain
or to the leaders of the insurgents
would be the shortest road to European
complications. It 18 conceivable that
the evacuation of these Islands would
be the signal of the commencement of
intrigues between the land-grabbilng
powers with the view of annexation.and
5t would then be too late for this coun-
try to exerclse a powerful Infiluence, un-
less prepared to back her cilaims up
with a fleet far more powerful than our
present one. To avoid future foreign
complications, our flag should be kept
waving wherever Providence has placed
lt.Our nat!on has never been, and  was
never intended to become a military
natlon after the pattern of Europe and
Asia, Qur national {interests have
centered, as they always should do.
round fndustriat and domestic affajrs.
Even In the midst of victory we are not
Adrunk with the spirit of war. Through-
out the country there is rcgret at the
mecessity of destroying life and prop-
erty. ‘'The policy of peace ia still ours,
and it must ultimately bhecome that
of the whole world. But in order to
hasten the progress It may become nec-
essary to demonstrate to the oppressed
nations how comparatively short tlme
§t takes to lift a race up from degra-
Jdation and oppression to liberty, pros-
perity and happiness. The experiment
may be made in Cuba and the Philip-
pines, and Its success would be a com-~
plete refutation of all the claims of im-
periailsm and militarism. The United
fStates has a great work before her.
To say she is unequal to the task is to
he almost a traitor to the fundamental
principles on which her government ls

founded.
SALT LAKE'S CELEBRATION.

The celebration yesterday, July 14,
in this elty, of the surrender of San-
tiago de Cuba and the holsting of the

Htars and Stripes over Cuban soll was
a manifestation of patriotism not sur-
passed anywhere in this great coun-
¢ry. From the moment the bulleting
had announced the important event,
the city was astir, and in the even!ng
thousands thronged the principal
gtreets. Bands played; there were fire-
works, bonflres, noise everywhere, But
a apecially pleasing and unique feature
of the celebration was the singing In
the streets of patriotlc songs by the
celebrated Tabernacle choir, led by
Prof. E. Stephens. As the roar of mighty
waters, and yet sweet as the musle of
harps, the triumphant strains of the
singers of Zion fllled the alr.
wag genuine joy throughout the city
because of the victory won.

And there was reason for joy. By
the surrender of Santlago a territory
of several thousand square miles and
with a population not much smaller
than half of the entire state of Utah
was set free forever from mediaeval
tyranny. And this was accomplished
without further sacrifice of life. The
courage and fortitude of our soldiers,
volunteers and regulars, demonstrated
at the beginning of the assault upon the
fortiflcetions of the city was finally
crowned with success without any more
bloodshed. Then the surrender of
Bantiago means much to this country,
It !a impossible to fofesce the exact

L}
turn of publlc opinlon in Europe,| how, would be changed into exclama-
where an Inclinatlon in favor of Spain | tlons of delight.

. has been but Ilttle concealed, had the| Utah [s truly a noble commonwealth.
result been dlfferent. Had our army | It began in the midst of the bleakest
suffered a reverse, even if owing to the, adversity and has been pulted along
ravages of yellow fever instead of to through the rough roads of grinding
Spanish generalship and bravery, it ls poverty step by step, overhung for a
conceivable that the friends of Spaln time by clouds of sombre and dis-
would have Insisted ob a cessation of qQuleting cast untll plece by plece, little

There ;

hostllitles on terms not contemplated

by our government. The complete vie- |

tory at Santlago leaves neither Ger-
many nol France an excuse for es-
pousing the Spanlsh cause. The Lord
God Sabaoth 1{s conductlng this war,

and His children have every cause to:

rejolice.

We slncaerely hope Spain now ls pre-|

pared to sue for peace and that her
statesmen by this time have learnt to
understand that she can obtaln the
most magnanimous terms and the
quickest results by applylng direct to
Washington, It would be a grave mils-
take on the part of the Spanish govern-
ment to persist in mixing European
powers in the proceedings at the flnal
stages. If this 1s done, It may become
| necessary to emphasize the fact that
Cuba s not a Crete and that th=
Unlted Atates §8 not a Balkan prinel-
pality. The American people have no
desire to take undue advantage of
their conquered foe. The peace nego-
tiations, if carrled on dirvectly with
Washington,will lead to the concesslon
; to Spain of all she can reasonably ex-
pect, perhaps more, while an undue
s meddling in Amerlean affalrs by
‘Rpaln's alleged friends might prolong
the hostliftles.

GREAT I8 UTAH.

All indications point to the most
hountiful harvests on all llnes that
'Utah has ever had. The seasons have

been most propitious. ‘There has been
an unusual rainfall an@ it haz mostly
come at the times when [t would do
the most good; while the alternating
aunshine has algso been on time and
sufficiently potent to develop all the
latent forces engendered by the showers,
Altogether It has been a most remark-
able season for Utah; would have been
for almost any place, and the results
will soon be apparent in bins bursting
with golden grain, storehouses and cel-
lars stocked with potatoes, frults and
the many other things which our State
produces in great abundance.

{ It is impossible to even catimate with
any degree of accuracy the forthcom-
ing cropa, but It is assured that they
I will be greatly swollen In all depart-
ments, perhaps as much as fifty per
cent In some, and that they will repre-
sent a money value wholly unprece-
dented in the history of Utah's agrl-
cultural career. With such a condl-
| tlon confronting us, with the labors of
the husbandman assuring a great In-
flux of monetary wealth, what mirht
all not expect If the embargo could be
taken from our mining resources and
these be permitted to expand to thelr
full capacity? We ghould then assured-
ly be In the enjoyment of & condition
of things as nearly the Ideal as any
that mankind in any age or quarter hae
ever been In possession of. It Is the
igeneral belief that the *“good time
coming"” which has been so tardy-gait-
ed §a almost here at last; that the next
session of the Legislature will devote
some labor to forward!ng our mining
interests more actively than hitherto,
and Congreas at its next session, hav-
Ing no war questions to deal with, wlll
be able to spare some little of Its valu-
Ia,bles time to this long-neglected subject.
Let but such a condition of things pre-
,vail as a standard dollar being In readl-

ness for every bushel of wheat, and

another for ever hundred cents worth
of other marketable things that our
husbandmen have te offer, and all at
oncée cries of dlstress, If there be any

by little, the obstructions have been
overcome, and then the march of Em-
plre began. Look at our State today
and then take a retrospective glance
at its early days. Can greater, more
substantial and gnore diffusive progress
along all proper lines be cited as the
record of any other? And still iis
grandeur !s but partly unfolded. BStill
is Its wealth, Its strength, its beauty
but meagerly developed; while ingtead
of frowns as before, the genius of enter-
prise and greatness smiling from his
eminence extends an encouraging hand,
bidding us to eclimb yet higher and
make our footlng yet more secure,

ELDER ANTHON H. LUOND'S MIBSION.

Elder Anton H. Lund, of the Councll
of the Twelve, has Just returned from
an lmportant and successful miassion to

Aslatic Turkey. He has visited the
noted places In the Holy Land and
some Armenian citles where branches
of the Church are located.

Elder Lund, at a meeting of Scan-
dinavian BSaints [n the F¥ourteenth
ward assembly rcoms last night, July
14, spoke of his misslon to those dis-
tant parts of the earth. Ha had found
that during the terrible massacres that
declmated the Armenian Christlans a
few years ago, not oné member of the
Church had suffered death, though
there were some narrow escapes. The
Armenian Saints were full of faith and
slpeerity and had found much comfort
in the administrations and teachings
of the Apostle and his assoclates. He
had also met several influential Turks
who manifested great interest in the
doctrines of the Latter-day Saints. The
Christlan sects, as & rule, evinced hos-
tility to the Mormons, but the author-
ftles seemed to be willing to protect
them. It had been found necessary.
however, not to call upon the author-
itles for prolection but rather to suffer
at the hands of the Christians, as the
Mohammedan soldiers were but too
anxjous to embrace a pretext for
wreaking vengeance upon the Chrlstian
population. The Baints, therefore, are
willing rather to bear persecution than
to eause further bloodshed.

Elder Lund expressed his convlction
that in the Turkish empire there are
many of the seed of Israel who will em-
brace the Gospel in the due time of
the Lord.

GIVE THE JISLANDS LIBERTY.

If the lateat dispatches referring to
the probable peace overtures reflect tha
sentiment of the Spanish government,
it I1s possible that the war will have
to go on for some time yet. Sagasta
appears to be wllling to glve up Cuba
but insista on retaining Porto Rico and
the Phillppine Islands. It l8 evident
that no negotiations can be commenced
on that basis. Spain has proved her-
aelf utterly unable to govern those
colonies, and almost ridiculously ip-
capabla of defending them. Why
should the United States permit her
agaln to subject the unfortunate
{slanders to the unspeakable miarule
of the past, thus throwing away the
results of the splendld achievementsa
of our navy and army?

Such & course might not be of any
advantage to Spain either. Some of her
European nelghbors hsve demon-
strated lately that they are not over-
consclentlous as regards meum and
tgum In tertitory occupled by weak



