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I t pres

ent aré “Ben-Hur' at the Broad-|
way and "The Maneuvers of Jane" at
Daly's theater, With reference to both
productions op to be as far |
apart as the plays themselves, “The
Maneuvers of J is a lght comedy |
of a farcical mp, wherea “l(-'h-!
Hur” Is a remarkably accurate n;nn-'
ference of the novel of that name to| i'n ]’» llm:iw““
the stage., The concensus of «{Hﬂ”ﬂl ',I | i ': f,|) W
geems to be that "Ben-Hur" 18 a great | l i AN
popular success, and that "“The Ma- | ‘ i ‘ v -
geuvers of Jane” by reason of Its very | I tjhf" il
indeterminateness will also do falrly ! ,', i !

well, though it i not at all likely that |
it will go down in stage annals a8 one |
of the best plays presented by the for-
mer Lyceum theater stock company.

“Ben-Hur" was dramatized by Wil-
Ham Young, the author of “Ganelon,”
ope of the plays in which Lawrence
Barrett achieved distinction, Mr.
Young's work has been done in & mas-
terly manner, and it s to be regretted
that the gentleman hag not made more
frequent contributions to the stage lit
erature of the day. Nevertheless, “Ben-
Hur” Is a melodrama, a4 raw, uncom-
promiging melodrama, There is nevera
moment when it rises to the dignity of
elther historieal or romantic drama, but
that {8 not Mr. Young's fault. It is a
gimple thing, in a novel, for an author
to. 80 minimize the melodramatic fea-
tures of a story by pages of description
that the reader will be deluded Into the
impression that he 18 getting a remark-
lb’)" accurate pleture of the times, but
in'a play all that is different, It ig then
necessary to use only the salient points
of a novel, and when this is done it of
necessity stands forth in all its melo-
dramatic nakedness,

It would scarcely be worth the space
it would occupy to consider “Ben-Hur”
A8 A play, and it is practical certainty
that if the novel had never been written

the stage work would not have one
chance in a thousand of success, But
the novel has been written and has

been read probably in this country by
millions of people, These will all wish
to bee the flesh and blood embodiments
of the characters of a novel which they
have been taught to regard as one of
the greatest sgtories ever written in
English, and for that reason, coupled
with the fact that we all like mechan-
foal melodrama, the plece is likely to
succeed. The costumes are excellent,
rich and in good taste, the scenery is
a8 good as any that has been geen on
an American stage and the production
is handled In a wonderfully prompt and
focurate manner, The stage manage-
ment, too, on the whole, ig quite good,
although the manipulation of the niob
jn some Instances falls far below the |
high standard which prevalls elsewhere

throughout the play. Notably s thls
true in the first scene of the second act,
on the galley, where the pirates rush |

down Into the cabin and overpower the |
crew,

The greatest disappointment of “Ben. |
Hur” 18 the feature which has been ad-

vertised most extenslvely—the chariot
race, The pame thing was done nat
Jeast as well in Nell Burgess' produc- |
tion of “The Year One” at the Star
theater, nearly half a decade ago, and
in the same gentleman's “The County |
Falr" the horse race scene was to my
mind much more effective, We were |
told that we were to look for a number |
of new features in connection with the |
chariot race in “Ben-Hur;” that lhcf

wheels were made uneven, for instauce,
in order to give the impression of tray-
eling rapldly over a somewhat rough
We

arena. were told that we should
pee Ben:Hur drive hig charlot into the
one containing Messala, and that the
latter would be thrown from his ve-

hicle, almost under the feet of the mad
dened horses, whereupon, we
formed, Ben-Hur's

wert

chariot would forgs
to the front and the race would end. |
8o far as 1 could discover the wheels
of the chariots revolved with painful
smoothness, the was no collision, |
Messala did not fall from his :.-n.m‘,r,i
and Ben-Hur's horses dld not forge v
the front before the lights were snaj
ped out, Tt ig true the spectacle of thi
eight horses g ping madiy on the
stage makes an inspiring sight for a
f[‘“’ seconds, but as soon ag Ol has the

opportunity to i
And takes occasion t
all the clatter the gr

¢ uged to the scene |
obeérve that with
und does not even |

Appear to be moving under the feet of
the flery steeds the striking effect|
which Is at first created s slmost en- |

tirely lost, |

Another scene which fa a distinet dis. |

appointment Is the ane m f
lowing the fight he ecabin egal
Jey. Messala and Arrius are s

a8 raft which rock hytt o8

fro, while the super nerget

tate the canvas water., 8

galleys of the R r
toward the back

one points its prow In the d
the shipwreck men  Ben-H ar
nounces that they are saved v
iy that ends the sre This Rame
thing has bew ¢ 1n doze f '.'»
And, while M ! ] & | '.> er
have the Advantage he larg e
of the Broad and a t
compel) t the 13
tion, 1t may ~:‘ v“ ™
effect was 1 tranhs be &
prominently featu advance )
production,
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understood that the winner

now held by James Jeffries,
considerable dlecussion among thi

divided
men,
Thoge who think that McCoy will win

hase

a8 to the merits of the

undoubted hitting abilities. This In-
timate knowledge of ring tacties dig-
played by the “Kid” has astonigshed
many followers of fistic affairs.
has acquired his wonderful cleverness
and generalship by the hardest kind of

—

the following allotment of the principal
roles;

BOnHUT. oo oicvvvespsrnsmerainins . Bdward Morgas

Messala WS Hart

Smonid Heury 1

Art Edmund (

ta Y, Frank M

Liaspa F.81

HAerime s vavniosnminanavns o + oo Ermett |

M b Frode i

Hortator ( J, W \

Ll W Fr

Dy )

L “ H )
allat i it M

h 1 ] { |

Centurion crsvEssIN BN oHenry M

Oficer of the galley... \ |

Eathe { nl

BPOR. oo bunres s ( na R

M r of Hur, " e Mabel Bert

Tirsah, ..., 4T A A A ne A

Amrah oo Mary Shaw

Mr. Edward Morgan, I am afraid, has
become a confirmed repressionist, This

would not be a deplorable clrcumstance

if he*would take the pains to use judg- A best seen In New York In gome years.
ment in the employment of hig “repres- ' Villls . G enay ¢ he young
$ae " r ; 1 RS 5 R + o| Mr. Nangle, a weaithy widower, who, ; Willlam F. Courtenay as the young
Eive” method, ut when a man L e (ieorg angto rave ¢ aAg~
0" " s ¢ ol ' wit) we are given to understand by the| *° M ”' A on, gave a mag-
wrough ‘.n'- tire six o play with a vaguest gort of inference, 8 probably | nifficently v and natural impersona- |
manner which ems to warn the au-| . . tion, Here Ig an actor who ig head and |
‘ ' . : i » ne | @ rather sly old dog, has a daughter,| = " . s
llence that he could let himaelf out he| s ne who is & headstrong, lmpetuous | Ehoulds rs above any leading man Umli
chose, the role which 1s intrusted 1 j-iag 1 - Fiay s , i the Lyesum theater has ever had for|
) ey o I ) ¢ than ot creature No one s able to compel | T - . look x
. et = ar Q . P is not uvenile roles ore go ( sin- |
im must suffer, In ghort, th is n obedience from her: she does precisely J 1 oles where good looks n-|

enough color in Mr. Morgan's Ben-Hur,

He 18 entirely too repogeful; he does
not act a® a young Jew smarting under
1 sense of the grievous wrong done

him would act, He does not nct as the
wopted Roman who has had his enor-
mouy fortune restored to him and who

| sees the opportunity at hand to gratify

Hi¢

who

would: act does not
as the ardent lover has his
opened after having had them
nearly closed by a siren would act, In
ghort, he does not act ag any young
man of the period would act,

VENRe
act
Fyes

——

Mieg
Esther,

Gretchen Lyons was a sgweet
though her performance also
might be Improved by the employment
of a little more force in several scenes
which seemed to demand §it. Corong
Riecardo made a pleasing contrast

t she erred on

the oth
ting it, as also did W. 8.
Messala and

Emmett ;

[lderim, although the latler wag not

great an offender as usual in that

gpect. The worst performance In the
play wag glven by Henry Lee, the

to whom asgigned the important

f Simonides, It is possible that

ré in this country who are

, but it re-

1o glve so

r side¢
Hart as

Corrigan

nan

was

are act
to play tl
iires even a sort of ability
utely incorrect, inartistic and unsat-
sfying & performance as Mr
At times Simonidesx, who SUpposed
be' a veherable and thoroughly
oM gentleman, 1 1Y almost
v comadian thr directed ef-
forts and absurdly sonorous Intona-
tions of Mr. Henry Lee. It geems Ine

thoré
& part v

Lse gave

.

wwrthy

ugh the

FROM THE AMUSEMENT WORLD.

The firet of the Transvaal
Already been py

Ar plays

luced In London,

U8 ealled “Queen or ntry ?
y ?.' theatrical manapers of 8uan
COWRNCINCO have com! ined for the pur-
‘” Of Bocial and Lusiness intergourse

P

ar

d for charitable purposes with rela-
tion to the profession

In Germuny the question of Insurance
against storms, Inundations anfdl other
] forces of nature is being consldered, and

the pringlpal cumpanies have been re-!

.| n

mprenengible that the management
will permit him to continue this bur-
lesquing of the role. They should
mpel him to correct his methods im-
| and this, it seems probable,
\ they will have the good gense to do.
|
|
{

mediately,

At Daly's theater what was formerly

the Lyceum theater stock company I8

now appearing in Henry Arthur Jones'
four act caomedy entitled “The Maneu-
of Jane” Mr. Jones usually

|

| vers
| writes enteris
st effort, I8 no

ning plays, and thig, his
exception to the

ral rule, But there are degrees of
| “interestingness,” and In that quality
[ “The Maneuvers of Jane” does not,
from the Jones standpoint, rank abnor-
Jly high, As igusual, too, in a Jones
play, “The Maneuvers of Jane' abounds
bright dialogue and delicate satire,
but even in those regpects it {8 searcely
up to the standard. The story
I8 not thrillingly novel, and yet it geems
to me to read much better than it acts.

in

Jones

as she pleases and seems to glory In

her willfulness., Her [father Induces
Mrs, Becchinor of Chaney Lodge 10
take the voung lady In hand for a|

od of gIx months, To this arrango-
nt Jane violently objects, untll she

ing that George Langton, her sweels

lu A\

heart, 18 to becgme steward of the es. |
tate, Naturally enough, she ls then per-
ctly willing to remain at Caaney, snd
her maneuvers are principally devoted
to the throwing of dust In the eyes of
| the old folks, Finally things come to
gis, and George Longton suggosts
| to Jane that they elope, This $hey do,
’:pn- ing to meet at a small inn, Janc's
female friend, who was to have
met her there, i detained by a boating
aceldent, while George fa 1 to kieep
hls appointment on time, owing to the
necessity of getting rid of the prying
ng daught of M echinor, who

has sworn to tell all that she knowsg of
the maneuvers of Jane and George. In

eONREY LA when George finally ag
pears at the Inn, he and Jane have a
viole quarrcl and everything is called
ff. This 18 at the end of the first
geene of the third act, and of course all
difficuities are cicated up in the final

quarter of the play.

| One of the charncters in "“The Ma.
neuvers of Jar which i2 in a measure
sodie, but which i# neverrheless nee.

ary 1o the prog wmaplication of the
nt s Philobert, Lord Babohilg, |

¢ played by Mr, FPerdinand Sott-
rmagnificentecoontric character

llan who ted a simllar roje

i in “The Amazons" at the Lyceum the-

quested to report thelr views to the
government
The Hanlon brothers have engaged

the three
’.41)'.
1 G

Guitanos, comedy acrobats
pantomimists from the Winter
arden, Derlin

Richard Mansficld will not have a
new play this season, but will revise

11

ater. Hls performance was one of the

cere methods and an earnestness which

for a moment forgotten are
|

IS never
tant fa !
Munnering was a gn-zn!
disappointment in the early scenes, but,
with the complications in the

econy act and continuing to the end,
ihe was Uhe ghly satisfactory, and In
i the quarre! scene at the end she gave
us a terte of her real quality, There |
are muuy pergsons in this clty, sineere |
well wishers of Miss Mannering, \\hu|
 contend that this sterling young actress |
| I8 gros ; careless, and while this is
Goubtless not strictly correct it does
| seem to be a fact that she does not

| devote as much attention to differentia-
riy did, and when we |
reflect that it thig quality as much
a8 anything that made her such a
favorite with New York theater goers
t would m to be the part of Wisdom
for her to heed this well meant crit-
| felsm,

tion as she for

New York.

VAUDEVILLE IN LONDON,

An American vaudeville performer
writes from London: "Several forelgn
nels are bi'l themselves as American
acis over h And why? Perhaps it

ves them pr Anyhow it must be

acknowledeged that America sends ever
| very few dead ones.”

' “Beau Brummwell” “Arms and the ' ton's new comedy, to be given shortly

i Man," “T} Devil's Disciple,” "“The | in New York,
Merchant of Venlce,” “Richard 111" and The color question I8 worrying theat.
""Jl 1 Hyde," rical managers in Washington, partic-
44 English actress who

ularly as it takes the form of damage
BUlls,

“Love is the greatest thing in the
world” I8 the line from which Mrs,

'relawny
chief

of the Wells,"

|
| Was scel
]\-,‘y have the feminine role In

“"Wheels Within Wheels,” R, Q. Care

— -

work. He has deemed nothing too triv.

uged as a means to the acquisition of
some new point In the art of boxing.
During his career he has at one time or
inother been attached 1o the retinue of
nearly every prominent fighter,
serving in some humble capaclty he
would carefully pick up every scrap of
knowledge he could and, if possible,
| he would learn by boxing with his man,
i Hard punches and knockouts were of
| daily occurrence, but McCoy took eve
erything as it came and pluckily stuck
| to his gelf imposed task, happy in the
| cong fousnesg that he was treasuring
up knowledge that would bear ample
fruit in the future.
In adherence to thig plan he attached
himsglf to one fighter after another,
iunlal now there |8 hardly a prominent
| boxer in this country whose every move
and trick 8 not an open book to the
ublquitous “Kid."” Tommy Ryan, one
| of the cleverest living boxers, has been
| used by the foxy MeCoy to gain knowl-
| edge. Fitsgimmons' every device |s
| known to him, as are the styles of Jim
| Hall, Frank Bosworth, Frank Erne,
Dan Creedon and Steve O'Donnell. The
last named |8 sald by Corbett to be the
cleverest man he ever mel,

How McCoy has made use of the
knowledge thus gained may be gather-
ed from the fact that he afterward met
and defeated nearly all the men he had
previously studied when a comparative
novice,

Even now McCoy does not congider
| that he knows all that is to be learned
In connectlon with the game, but
{ ever on the alert for new tricks and

hitherto undigcovered points in matters

fistle, His action in offering to train
| Corbett for his fight with Jeffries for
I'he Pollee Gazette belt, emblematic of

the heavywelght champlonghip of the|

vorld, seems to me to be in line with
nis former plans, A fight between Mc-
Coy and Corbett is nol a remote pose
glbility, especially if the latter should
dofeat Jeffries, and MeCoy evidently
wishes to get acquainted beforehand
with all the tricks and artifices of the
ex-pompadour.

Peter Maher is a tough proposition
| for any fighter to go up against, That
he ig so regarded fs amply evidenced
l by the sedulous care tuken by Jeffries,
Corbett, Fitzsimmons and others to
avold making a match with him, It is
4 saying among the fraternity that
any one Maher can get at to hit he can
whip, and past events have proved the
correciness of the expression, The big
Irishman ig a tremendously hard hitter
and knows how to use his ability in
thig direction. He has courage, as was
ghown by hig challenging and beating
Joe Gaddard after the latter had knock-
el him out. In addition to his great
strength Maher is possessed of a con-
#lderable knowledge of boxing, and he
is all the time adding to this store

When McCoy and Maher meet in the
ring, T expect to see McCoy the ag-
gresgor in the opening rounds of the
encounter, HIis aim will be to land
good, solid punches on the Irishman
with the possibility of knocking him
out, hoping at the same time to avoid
punishment by his own shiftiness of leg
and cleverness of hands. 1f he finds he
can get at Peter and still keep out of
reach of the latter's blows, he will keep

HE forthcoming “battle between
T “Kid" MoCoy and Peter Maher is

exciting an unusual amount ot In-
terest among sportsmen, because it i8] endeavor to get the deols)
will be in
line for the champlonship of the world,
There I8 v
ex- |
perts as to the probable outdome of the
bout, and the fraternity is fairly \n-!l;
two

their opinfons on his remarkable
cleverness as n hoxer, as well ag on his !

McCoy

fal or too menial if it could possibly be |

While |

is |

Ruthority,
Tells How

The
Will Fight,

. AUSTIN,

to wear Maher out, 11, Fever

finds that he cannot stave . \!.n: .hc

punches, he will change his tan 5};‘:
VWCAICE an

Maher i not a rugher, i ,ﬁ II‘ ;1
tAf he will try to mix it up w vlﬁm»h
“KI™ In the firat few rounds, ;il\ ;,
try to win by warding off the | »

t
lattey's

attack, hoping to land or of his

rific punches at an opp 'x-*-%:'
and thus put his opponent oyt '|w
| Negs, Fine
| While it 18 well known that Mah
is one of the hardest hifters of 1
present day heavyweight ),1,}
abllity In this lne musgt not ba yr %
jrated. Unlike the majority Vg r
MeCoy does not Increase the fopes of
his blows by following them y -E.HA)
the weight of his body, Hig n-'._v el
fective Jabs are delivered with short
arm, and, although seemingly ght, yet
by some means known on himselt
he 18 enabled to impart o ¢ 1o 1t 1
| that would seem imposal) MoCoy
has the advantage over Maher ig v
way of Intelligence, and in the ey nt
of a sudden emergency arising (n whi B
julck thought followed by ediate
action will be necessary the Ami an's

intellect will stand him in better e
than the alower working thinking
paratus of the burly son of Erin
To make a long story short, the on.
counter will resolve itself intg a 1
r between a wonderfully clever bore
i'.\hu i8 both quick on his {
capable of delivering teliing blows gpa
a very hard hitter who I endowed wity
a fair knowledge of boxing and can be
aggressive to the polnt of viclousness jf
he wighes,

| ap-

FOOTBALL AS MENTAL EXERCISE,

Dr, F. C. Armstrong, coach of Pratt
Institute and a practicing physiclan in
Brooklyn, has this to say of making up
a football team:

“The first thing I do 18 to sift out the
cigarette smokers, Thege chaps all have
| weak hearts and are no good, Their
wind I8 short and they lack stamina,
What I want is a lad with a good heart,
gay, that has the average beat of

from 72 to 80, Oftentimes, however,
| you will find a boy with a beat less
| than 72 who is all right, The better
 test, therefore, 18 by the pulse. Then
| he must have lungs that will expand

ry

one,

‘ two and a half inches at the very
| least, and most of my Jads can expand
three and a bhalf, and many f{ The
next requirements are strong lege aml
back, If he has all these essentials
and is moderately intelligent, he can
play football. 1 don't care whether his
| muscles are bunched and tight or loose
and flabby. It I8 a #llly notion of many
persons that only those are strong who
can show a great bunch of muscles,
Wel), I have seen college foothall play-
| ers who could play through,a game
with a sprained ankle and broken nose,
| tear & hole In a line blg enough for &
| train of cars to pass through and tac-
| kle with the gerocity of a tiger, Yet
| those fellows, when stripped, showed
flat muscles and not much development,

Hinkey of Yale and Simms of the Unl-
| versity of Pennsylvania, the most ter-
| rific ends one could hope to see, were of
| this sort, Thelr strength was latent
rather than apparent,

“With all the physieal requirements
equal, the Jad with the most intelll
getice will make the best player, It I8
a fact not generally appreclated that
one of the principal advantages derived
he bran

ur,

from football {8 mental. T

works in unison with the body, Ti
nerves act as a lot of telegraph wires
running to separate muscles, The

stimulus is sent over them, and as the
muscular tisgsue develops the braln tis
sue develops at an equal rate”

It {3 said that there were 243,000 pies
tures taken of the Jeffries-Sharkey
fight. The films measure eight miles
in Jength and the raw material used

on with this method of attack, hoping

i

cost nearly $20,000,

Henry C. De Mille ahd Marrlet Ford's
new play, in which Sarah Cowell Les
moyne will make her sgtellar debut in
January, takes its unique title,

The four Cohens are going starring
next season wnder the direction of L.
C. Behman in farce comedy,

“Bag Harbot,” Jame# A, Herne's new

play, is such & big success that It msy

run ali geason in Boston. E
Louls Mann of “Telephone Gir! h{ ;1‘ :‘;
relterates his resolve to play £ KYI 5
this season, with Clara Lipmd
Portia.
Kate Claxton is getting together §
compeny to play the "Two QOrphe



