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I1 have enjoyed the remarks that were
made this morning by president wood-
ruff and the other brethren who have
spoken to us as well as the remarks
that have been made this afternoon by
brothers grant and teasdale there
iss certainly no lack so far as ththee teach-
ing ofof the saints in a knowledge of the
principles of the gospel is concerned
from1 rom the days that the heavens were
opened in this dispensation until the
present time there has been one con-
tinuous stream of light and knowledge
through 1thehe various channels that our
father in heaven has selectedtedy coming
to the latter day saints there is no
condition of our lives whether we re-
gard it in the light of our temptemporaloral or
spiritual well being that in his mercy
he has not sought to impress upon our
minds the sacredness of the obligations
which rest upon us in this day and time
it is true that we have not always been
as ready to obey the of the
spirit and fulfilfulfill the obligations which
rest upon us as we might have donedone
but my observation has convinced me
that the great mass of latter day saints
are desirousrorous of having the companion-
ship5h 1 of the spirit of following its leadangand of enjoying the results thatthat flow
from obedience to the wishes of our
father expressed in the revelations that
wereL givenven in the early days of the
charefcharce and that have come to us in
these latter times we like our chil-
dren for we are butbat children of a larger
growth become forgetful of the res-
ponsibilities that rest upon us but when
we are confronted with the truths con-
tained in the gospel 1 and they are
expounded in our hearing I1 have yet
to find among the branches of the
church men and women so far
fulul of the character of the obligations
into which they entered when the wit-
ness of the spirit of truth was given to
them and the ordinances of the lords
house were administered unto them
that they do not call up in remembrance
those teachings and their hearts are
gladdened and they are awakened to
the character of the responsibilities that
rest upon them

there are howhoweverevert evils in our midst
and warnings are necessary to be given to
os from time to time some of our spirits
Wsaft cold and do not receive the impress
as they should do upon some occasionsoccasions

while on other occasions the warnings
that may be sounded in our ears find at
once a place in our hearts and we re-
new our covenants with our father in
prayermyer signifying our determination toeebe more faithful more fruitful in good
works more earnest in a desire to be
proper inin our own lives and to encour-
age those with whom we mingle inin
exhibiting more fidelity and more faith
and inin general striving to advance the
cause of our heavenly father

among the evils in my judgment
which nneedeed correction among the latter
day saints is one that arises frequently
in wards and neighborhoods from not
complying with the conditions pre-
scribed in the gospel in regard to our
course of conduct the bishop of a
ward with his counselors may possibly
call in question some member of the
ward this member may have been
perchance a or he
may have failed in the payment of his
tithes and offerings to the church it
may be that he has forgotten himself in
the midst of anger and been guilty of
using profane language this indivi-
dual who isis called in question instead
of desiring to conform to the require-
ments
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that maybemay be placed upon him

commences an agitation in the neigh-
borhood where he resides directing the
efforts of this agitation against his pre-
siding officers and our brethren and
sisters instead of assumassumingilig the position
that they should commence to sym-
pathizechize with the individual we have
discovered in mingling among the
saints and in seeking to adjust among
them troubles that are continually aris-
ing that it frequently happens that
wardswardsoror brbranchesanches or districts become
divided in sentiment in regard to the
character of the treatment that the
bishop and his associates or the presi-
dency of the stake and the high coun-
cil may have prescribed in the case of
some individual indand as a result of this
continued agitation and gossip an effort
is made to overturn the church govern-
ment in the ward or stake and belittle
the officers who should be respected
and esteemed in the positions that they
occupy recognizing the fact that in
the church of christ it was the design
of providence to guard sacredly irthee
rights and liberties of every manaoman womanan
and child he placed upon us the re-
sponsibility of seeking so far as lay in
our power first to adjust our own
troubles if we have wronged one of
our neighbors or if perchance we may
itimagine that our neighbor has wronged
us the obligation rests upon us to seek
to adjust those matters and preserve
our individuality intact if we fail in the
accomplishment of that reconreconciliationcl iati on
then we may call in any of our brethren
who act as teachers who will exercise
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a spirit to modify our feeling and fo
bring us into that condition where we
would desire to act justly and fairly to
our brother or our sister failing in the
accomplishment of this under the rule
that exists in the church we go before
the judgesfudges of the church in the form of
an organized bishopric they pass their
judgment upon us after having sought
by persuasion to modify the conditions
they make that judgment from the best
light and knowledge they can obtain
if we are not satisfied with the decisions
made by our brethren then an appeal
lies to the presidency of the stake and
the high council and as elders of the
church we should learn that it is a
violation of the obligations resting upon
us to create dissension and to try to
belittle the men whom the lord has
chosen to be our counselors and ad-
visersbisers instead of working up an agita-
tion against them we should seek to
guard their reputation and their honor
as well as the principles that the al-mighty has established when judg-
ment has been given we should conform
to the requirements of that judgment as
near as it is possible for us to do but
there is an increasing tendency ini my
judgment in a wrong direction in that
the bishops high councils and

ants of stakes are being assailed from
time to time by men and women in the
church of christ who should know
better their duties and responsibilities
and who should fulfilfulfill their obligations
in the form our father has pre-
scribedbed instead of working up agitations
and exciting their wives and children
and causing neighborhood troubles
which result in confusion disorganiza-
tion and the hurting of men as innocent
of a desire to do wrong to their fellows
as merlmen can possibly be I1 trust in the
spread otof the good work in the under-
standing of the principles of life and
salvation that aurour father has given to
us and in the love that we bear to our
kind exercising judiciously and prud-
ently our rights with each other that
none of us will make the effort to de-
stroy and overturn the influence of ourbrelbrethrenren I1 believe that men in this
church should be handled for their
fellowship who become agitators in the
wards and branches where they live
looking to the disunion and destruction
of the organization that our father has
created having the way pointed out
before them by which their grievances
Ccanan be adjusted and failing to receive
satisfaction from the organizations of
the stakes of zion there lies a door
open to the presiding quorum of the
whole church I1 trust therefore that
the spirit which has grown up in some
neighborhoods to agitate to create con
fusion and dissension and to cause
strife shall be met and rebuked aher
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