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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

TrE Cogvention thatmet at noon to-
day (Tbursday, June 30,) 8 a
most  important assewmbly. Its
action will be fraught with moment-
ous consequences to the people of
Utab. As we have explained in these
columng, it i3 & political vutheriog,

pure and simple. The people, as citl-
zens, not as members of any charch,or
society, or party, bave elected seventy-
tive delegales to frame for them a Con-
stitution embodving those liberal and
democratic principles which have al-

ways Dbeen entertaiped by the
thoughttul people of this Terri-
tory.: Tobose delegntes have or-

zanized fur this work, and thelr dutics
und the spirit that should actluate
thew 1n the per{ormance thereof are
outlined in ihe 'speech of Hon. John
T.Caine, the Delegate to Congress, on
luking the *permanent chairmanship of
the convention.

‘I'hose remarks have the true riang.
The sound wllt be echoed ir the hearts
of all trae friends to Utah. The posi-
tion of the Convention is briefly but
sharply detlned. It isa seculir body
with secular work to do. Political
igsues only are before them. Ques-
tions as to what church any of them
belong are altogether out of place. It
mmigit as well be asked what colored
eyes or hajr & member has, as what
religion he professes, or wbether
fe hag any religion at sll. Such ques-
tions wil notbbe raised by the mem-
bers ner by anybody else with good
sense or good wotives. They will be
sprung by those only who are enemies
to the progress of Utah, and who them-
selves pretend that they think reilgion
shonld be excluded from politics.

The convention i8 called nnder clr-
cumstances differing in essential re-
specta from those thut surrounded fts
predecessora. Under the operation
of the Edmuuds Act and the Act of 1887
which supplements it, the pelitical
gituatlon in Utak has been changed.

The older members of the
community are, most of them,
out of politica. A distinction

has been drawn between two classes
of the citizens. The Cens®tution to
be adopted cannot. be voted npon, un-
der the election laws of Congress and
of the Territory, by & class of citizeus
who heretofore buve moved promin-
ently and potently in political affairs,
‘This, in thevery nature of thinps,
opens the way for actioa to be taken in
reference to the situation which was
never before pertinent or consistent.

The delegnotes composing the Con-
vention aretalented and worthy gen-
tlemen, who understand the
wanots angd sentiments of  the
great  body  of the  cltizens.
‘They can act with a thorough know-
ledge of the needs of the times. ‘Tohey
have at their command the results of
the dellberations and cooclusions of
severa] preceding conventions. This
to some extent will simplify their
work. The provisions adopled previ-
‘ously are, most of them, unexception-
able. They were tite result of deep
and ¢carefnl thouwght and comparisop
with the best Constitntions of the
most progressive States. They will
form an excellént basis on which to
build the new superstructure,

Great care will have to be ex-
ercised ix framing such npew pro-
visions a8 tbhe  exigencies of
the period and the wsrch of
events suggest as necessary. There
must be no undué haste. Deliberation
und exactness ure required. At the
same time dilatory sction will beal-
mostcriminal. The days are few be-
fore the time to give rotice of the
electisn &t which tbhe popular vete
must be taken on the adoption of the

- fastrument Bre ared., Every hour js
preclous., The delegates must be pre-
pared o slick to their work till their
task is completed. They. are not ¢n
dress parade, they are mustered for
action. If no time is wasted on
spread-eagle speeches, bursts of elo-
querce and carping criticisms of unim-
portant things indulgedin, the work
can be performed with celerity as well
a8 prudence. |
We have confldence that the Conven-
tion wiil be] conducted with honor,
wisdom and that fldelity to the true
interests of the people which should
‘characterize such a representative body

And we bespeak for 1ts members the

support of all?the friends of Utah
inthe operous duties incumbent upon
them, with the hope that they will pre-
sent to the Territory such a Coanstitu-
tion as the registered {voters in every
preciuct can heartlly endorse, a3 a set-
tlement of the question which has so
leng disturbed tbe conetry, and will
transfer to tbe locat governwent those
things that properly belong teo it, apd
thus relleve the nationsl government
of a burdeu that it was never designed
to bear, We wigh the Cenvention un-
exsmpled snccess,

De. Wzy lately demonstrated by a|compelled to sacrilie their lapds and

very practical method the valne of
pbysical culture.

au attractive type, his lustration is of
conslderable value. They were se—
lected from the criminal ¢iass, who, a8
u role, are stunted, meagerly de-
veloped specimens of humanity, Dr.
Wey lormed a class of a dozen excep-
tionsally stnpld, flabby-muscled con-
victsinthe Elmira, N. Y., reformatory.
They were not idiotic fellows, but
simply jncapablc of prolonged mentai
effort, and had made no partlecnlar
progress in school work. The object
sought to be attained was to deter-
mine whether physical cultore wonld
not aronse any dorimant mental ppwer

in men who were mentally and morally
obluse.

To this end the men were put
through a systematic conrse of physi-
cal 1irulning, atbletics, gymnustics,
etc. Atthe end of five mponths, when
the class was discontinued, the men
had mude a great c¢hange physically;
for the shambling slouch there was a
apringy, elastic step; fur the hangdog
droop of the head something up-
proaching an erect carringe; the skin
bad become less muddy and the eye
less dull.and expressionless. A Bim-
ilar meopial jmprovement wss also
noted, although no e¢ffort was made in

this direction other than that to
which they had previously been
subjected. They were able to

periorm operations in simple arithme-
tic —division, cancellation, etc.—a
thing they had seemed unable toac-
quire before, as the average criminai is
remarkably duli in all thut pertains to
mathematics. The average markipg
of these men for the six months pre-
ceding their conrse of pymnastics was
44 per cent; during the course it rose
to 74 per cent.

Dr."Wey now writeg to Sefence that
six months later, retnrned to the re-
gime and diseipilnc observeld with
othur prisioners, the snrviving eleven—
one having died of consnmption—
maintain their good record; the men-
tal power developed by their physical
culture has continged, *‘and the
former shoffling pait and stooplog
shoulders which characterlzed them
as a2 class bhave bheen replaced by an
alertness and promptitude of action.”
He does not thick thut the im-
proved mental conditior of these men
can be justly attribated to anytbing
but the strengthening of brain-centres
by the cultivation and development of
muscles controlled by these sime cen-
tres—the one participating in the im-
provement of the other.

This experiment shows the necessi-
:.iy of pbysical culture as an uid in the

evelopment of mental power. It is
an additiontal argunment 1o favor of sys-
tematic physical training in education-
al institutions. Iu this regard the
method adopled in some of the Britisk
gchools in exercising the students reg-
nlerly in the manuai of arms 1s most
salutary. Itconduces to good heuith,
improves the general bearing, und, as
good pbysical condition is 4 pre-
requisite to vigorous study, is an edu-
cational auxiliary. Would js not be a
good thiog for our Utah educators to
turn their attention in that direction?

THE METLAKAHTLANS,

Wk are in receipt of & volume entitled
**The story of Metlakahila.” The
book is writtep by Henry §. Wellcome,
and narratcs the manper in wiich a
philanthropic man nzmed Willlam

Duncanp, left a lucrative position in a|preme law of the land. Those who

mercantile house, and, at great per-
senal risk, his life baving been repeat-
edly attempted, nuodertook the conver-
sion to Christianity of several of the
most ferocious tribes of Indians ou the
cantinent, inhebitivg western Canada.
His success wag most _marvelons.
Within less than thirty years he trans-
formed the Indians awmong whom he
lsbored from the state of debused
savagery in which he found them, into
u peacetul,civilized and religious com-
munity of about one thousand souls,
Under his leadersalp they built a vil-
lage called Metlakahtia, and in 1t
erected a church, schoolhouse, etc,
They reclaimed and tilled }arge tracts
of land, built themselves cemiortable
homes, and edopted the dress apd
mode of life¢ ot clvilized soclety.

Mr. Duncan taught them a very sim-
le form of religion, embracing the
eading features of Protestantism, but

free from profound doctrinal matter.
After a time the prelates of the Church
of England brought to bear a pressure
huving for its object the compelliug of
the Metlakahtlans to adopt the elabor-
ate rithal of that desomination. To
this the Indians snd Mr. Duncan
strennounsly objected, but the pressure
increased rather than dimicisheda. The
book referred wgives ¢n account of
the progress of the countroversy; bow
that it passed from spiritaal to tein-
poral tglngs, zud how thatthe church

: party, by peculiar moneuveribgs, are

about to dispossess the Iudians of their
homes aod lands.

Mr. Dunczn has recently been in
Washington, negotiating with our gov-
ernment with & view to trausplanting
the Metlakantians from their present
location to another ,within the Alaska

Although the sub- | pending arrangements with our gov-
ects on whom he operated were not of | ernment to do so are perfected. This

mova thelr houses w the new location
on United States territory, as soon a8

will entail & cost upon the tribe of
about $50,000, und for Lhis preal wrong
the dignitaries of the Caurck of Eng-
Iand in Capada are directiy or indi-
rectly regponsible, it the history given
iz M. Welicome's book Is troe,

The missionary work of- Mr. Doncan
is one of the most matvelous in its
success that has been performed ju
modern times io the annals ot sectari-
anisin, and the wrong by which the
Metlakabtlans arc abuut 1o be robbed,
viewed {rom the standpoint of Mr.
t}'ellcome, is of corresponding propor-

ons.

A LINGUAL INNOVATION.

“YVoLrpx'! |8 the name of a new lan-
guage which is said to be meeting with
bigh favor in Europe. The object i3 to
introduce a simple means of communl-
cation for all nations. Grammars of
this langusge huve been prepared in
Envglish us well as varions foreign
tongues, Itissutd to be the work of
a German who has spent twenty years
of study in perfecting it. Its roots
have been borrower trowm every lan-
guage of Lurope, and its chief advan-
lage consists in its extrewe simplicity,
which enables any one to speedily be-
come conversapt with it. It hus no
irregular verbs. no artifleial gen-
ders, and but a  aingle con-
ugation. The actior words are regu- |
arly formed {rowm the nouns with a
perfect]y uniforw termination. If all
that is claimedfor it be true it must of |
necessity work a great revolutlon in
the preseot methods of internationul
communicatiou,

et — R o
A GROWING QUHESTION.

WHAT the question of ‘slayery was in
American politics for a decade befure
the war, that of prohibition is gradu-
1lly becomipg at the preseunt time. L8
growth proves what can be usccom-
plished by incessant appeals to the
copsciesce aad moral sense of a free
and enlightened nation. The mnuu-l
facturers ol and dealers in intoxicants |
are becoming wrouglit up to the neces-
sity of doind something to protect
their Interests against the inroads of
probibition agitation snd legislatjon.
The Pennsylvanis brewers have is-
sged & call for & c ouvention to take

defensive measures presunmiably azaiest
tbe spread of the prohibition
sentiment. Io the calltheysay **Trade
is placed in such a position that we
must {ight or die.”” A simllar move-
ment has been Inaugurated by the
liguor distillers and sellers in ‘other
paris of the country.

Texas contemplates o prehibltion
amendment to her State constitution
snd the Natlenal Assoclatipn of
Wholesale Liquor Dealers has lately
been gitting in Chicago and consider-
h:f what it could do to prevemt the
adoption ¢f shis amendment, OQue
feature of tbis contest is noticeable:
‘The reddiness of the liguor interests to
organize and adopt  s¥stematic
methods of defense. [t often happens
that the party which is in the wrong,
or which gecks to do or perpetuate
evil, has & better Oorganizatiou than
have the agitators who labor to efect
a reform.

The attempt is being made to en-
tremch the liguor tratlic behind the su-

oppose interference by legialation with
the consumpunn of liguors clajm that
it would bean ielrinpement of personal
liberty not xuthorized by the Constitu-
tion, but this arponment is roet by
another based upon the **general wel-
| fare clanse't of the Constitution, and
which :olds that, under tnat clause,
Conzress has the right to legislate
apainst an evil so destructive of the
eneral welfare of society as is the
lguor trafiic.

PUSHING GEORGHISM,

GREAT interest is generally taken in
the personality of men who take prom-
inemt parts In public agitations and
questions of great moment. Their ap-
pearance and tralts share largely 'in
this rcspect, in the public mind, in the
attention given to the principles and
themes of which they are the expound-
erd and advocatea,

One of these conspicuous ficures
which towers hedd and shoulders
above the masscs 18 the now noted Dr.
McGlynn, closely allied in the jand
and labor agitation with Heury George.
If there 1s ary difference in the in-

terest taken in the two men it probably
Ereponderm.es io favor of the eminent

atholic, whose radical attitude
a8 4 reformer reaches deeplyinto re-
ligious ques:ions and circles. In all
thé*comments upon the general ques-
tion Into which Dr. McGlynn has
thrown himself with chargcteristic
vigor, ouly spare allusions,so¥ar as we

gracefdl demeaunor,

In alnte interview with 2 number of
hls admirers this notable sgitator gave
brief and direct explanations of the
status of the question in which he has
taken Such am  active Interest,
thejessence of the main subject, toe in-
tentions of its promoters and toe fu-
tare praspect of success. Stated still
more brlefly, they are to the effect taat
laug aond labor clubs have been organ-
ized In all the laree cities ot the Union,
with & central organization in New
York. Oue importunt department of
labor devolving upon tbem i8 to in-
doctrinate the people as far 08 possible
with the views incnlcated in the move-
ment, that the lezven may spread
throughout the social body. An anxil-
liary to this work "is founnd im soglal
gatberings, 1o participation in whichk
women gnd children are admitted,

A pational convention, composed of

delegates from all the clobs, or as
mapy of them as cun be refresented, is
to be called. This general body will
nominate and elect a central commit-
tee, to whom the present one will
turu over the comprelensive supervi-
sion and maunipulation of tbe cffairs of
the movewent. Of course it is not
Lo be presumed thut its originator and
chief second snpporter, George and
McGlyon, will be omitted from the
concentruted organization, they being
recognized as aud constituting its head
and front, ]
itis proposed to make the politi-
cal weight of the movement {feit.
A cangidate for the residen-
cy of the Hepuobilc 18 to bhe
uominated. The plattorm of the nes
party will be, in its essehce, the taxsa-
tion of land, 1t belog beld thatitcan
be taxed by the state to its full remtal
value. .

Speaking of his persopal ability to
operate vigoronely ior the success of
bisradical views, the Doctor said he
was all right financialiy for two years
uhead. is friends bud made upun
puraethat he thought wounld bridge
him over 1hat perjod, and be never ex-
pected to be humpered with riches,

No matter how Utopian the views of
George und MceGlyon nay be deemed
by maoy sble men, with such capable
and vigorous thinkers urd oOperators
pushing thein everywhere, they appear
bound to exert a potent soclal and po-
litical influence throughout the coun-
try.

THE STATEHOOD QUESTION

THE New York Sterof the 24thinst.,
contains the following In relation to
the Utah State question:

“"The couvention which the Mor-
mons have called to formn a State con-
stitution for Utah will act very un-
wisely If it does not adopt a constitu-
tion which shall make the pratiice of
polygamy impossible within the limits
of ‘the proposed State. It is in this
way alone that the Mormons can hope
to retain political control of the Ter-
ritory and of their own affairs, As
only about one-fifteenth of the Mor-
mon voters are polygamists, and as

:he cosventlon will unaturally re-
fect the will of the fourteen-
tifteenths who are Dot polyga-

mists, there is a good reason to hope
that it wili submit to the will of the
people of the United States and frame
a constitution under which Congress
will be willlog to admit Utah asa
State, and thereby put an end at the
same time to polygamy and to the
strife which s retarding the growth
1nd frtmperity of the Territory. Tnis
wonld bea fortynate termipation of
the Mormon difiiculty, and one which
sught to satisfy the country."

——— il e —————
CHANGES IN GERMANY.

TRE American press is commenting
upon the possible and probable conse-
quences of impending changes io the
@erman Empire, which, in the natnre
of things cannot be Jong defcired. The
great age of the Iimperor brings into
the near {nture the certainty of his bo-
ing succeeded, but the son,whose right
it woulid be to do this, is aflicted with
cancer of the laryox, a disease
which, §n all probability will
ptove fatal, perbaps before _the
throne shail be made vacant. DBis-
marck 18 becoming aged, and is sutfer-
ing from the afllictions naturalll\g inci~
dent to his years. It is impossible for
him tolong continue in the active ser-
vice of his government.

The present goverument of the Ger-
man Empire is too newly organizedto
bear without dunﬁer of grave conse-
quernces the shocks such great changes
a8 threaten any day to hippen in the
personnel of itsruler. Its population
embraces ejements that would only be
too glad ito take advantage
of any occasion that might
afford them an opportunity
for xp uprising, and France would be
reluctant to let go by tnimproved a
chance to harm hker old enmemy. I
governmental affairs in Germany were
in a more stahle condition,there would
be 1¢8s uneasiness in Europe.

UTAH JUDICIAL LAW AND
LOGIC,

Toe Supreme Court of Utah, before
adjournment cn Wednesday delivered
some decisions o cases of nnlawinl
cohabitation en appeal from the First

have ohserved, have been made to his
persone} appearatics and gegeral man-

District Court. Of courae they were

potent reasons are assigned. Bat the
public has become accuetomed to €x-

pect both luw and reason to be

strained to the Dtmost agaiust any

person accused of that offense.

Tbhe decislons of the Court are en-
titled to respect a3 the acts of the final
judicial tribunal on the importzot
question involved. But apy citizen

tias the right to ebject to sich deci-
sions on principle and to criticize the
reasoning by which they have been
reached. We do nol thinktbat in the
cases just decided the ruling was right
nor that the logle of the Eourt was
soond. The cage of George T. Peay
answers for the other similar cases,
1t was appesled 0D the ground that the
verdict was contrary to the cyidence.
Judge Boreman, speakinz for the
Court, the other two gJudgea cencoar-
ing, said:

It wus shown, the zppellant claimsg
that the qefendunt ostensibly ceased
liviog with apy woman except his Jaw-
ful wite, after the passawe of the Ed-
munds law, and that no action of the
defendant afterwards, towards either
ol his plural wives, would imply co-
babjtation with efther of them. *“*The
first part of this argument,’’ the Court
stated, **conveys tae idea that the de-
fendant muy be #uilty iu fuc?, but that
if he be not *ostensibly,’ he cannot be
legally couyicted. She same thonght
i frequently presented in the Istrict
Courts by polypamists who ask
bhowe they can act Llowards their
polygamous wives aod mpot lay
themselves lisble to conviction for
aolawful cotabltation. WIith the
sume propriety might 'a stealer of
Porses ask how he must act in regard
to other men's horsesand not lay bim-
self liable to couvictlon for larceny.
To tell hiyn that he most slmply cease
stealing would be not at ul] satisfac-
tory to him. To tell a polygamlst that
to escape conviclion he must simply
cedse living with his polygamous
wives is net at all sat{sfactory to him.
The facts proven are not allke in any
case of horse steallng, norare the facts
proven in any case of nnlawiul cohabl-
tation alike."

The Supreme Counrt of the United
States in an argument on this guestion
made the gist of the offence to be the
**Aaunting before the face of the world"
the polygamcus relations, I[n thls
cuse there wa¥ no such *‘flaunt-
ing;'* the defendant bhad osten-
sibly ceased those relations which
are comprehended in the offence with
which be was cborged, If the argo-
ment which the Court agsalis claims
that though the defendant might be
guilty in fact, yet if be was not *'osten-
sibly®® gnilty be onght not to have been
convicted, we think most lawyers will
admit it to be sound. Itistheevi-
dence which Is to determiae the gnflt
of a detendant. [t tnust not only be a
fact that & man is guilty of
an offence, it must be ‘made
to appeur by proof that he is guilty,

A defendant may be lunocent in fact,
but if the evidence shows him to be
guilty,as bas been the case in many
instances, a2 jury would be juatified
n convicting him. His *‘ostensible’
position, not the actoal fact, would be
tbe deltermining thinz. Many ac-
cused persons whe were really inno-
cent bave been convicted becalse they
were ostensibly goilty,und many guilty
persons have been zcguitted because
the evidence did not show them to
have been ostensibly gullty. Aud the
juries in poth instances were justitled
becanse they were aworn to judge by
the evidence adduced.

To use the Court’s lilustration,a man
may have stolen & borse, but if
there is no evidence that he atoie it he
caunot be legally ¢onvicted. And if no
oroof was adduced thats horse had
been 8iolem, how could a verdict of
rulity be in accordance with the evi-
fence? In this case there was ne

body of thke offence exhipited, All
that  was proven was  tbat
the defendant had Dbeen seen

at or near the house of a plural wife,
It was not shown that he hud lived
with her, Thereforethere was uo evi-
dence of cobabition. Therefore the
verdict of gullty wis not borne out by
.he evldence.

Suppose & man_who was known to
have been & borsethief had been seen
at or near where a horae was In 4 sta-
ble. If there was no proof that the
horse was Btolen, would the fact
ofiy bi% presence sud opportunities
be suficlent in law to convict ‘him?
Yet this is the kind of logic that the
Court uses in regard tQ this case of
unlawfuol cohabitation. The defend-
apt was known to have récogilzedhthe

lural wife as such and he had former-
y lived with ber. Buot the lezal pre-
sumption was that since the passage
»f the Edmunds Act- he had
got lived with ker in that re-
ation. The evidence only showed’
ae bad not repudiated the marital {re-
lationship It did not show that be
bad actually lived with her and thus
violated the law. Ostensibly he was
innocent, actuslly he may have been

uilfy, but who was to know the fact?

he mere opportunities and the rela-
tionship, coupled with tbe fact
that he bad been scen about the
remises, do not prove the ulleged
act,’ any more than the oOppor-
tunities of the borse-thief and his pres-
ence near a stable where a1 horse 13
kept would prove him guilty if it was
not shown that &8 bhorse had been
stolen.

We do not expect elther good law or
sound logic from such & Judge a=




