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I HAVE a testimony, brethren and sisters,
as to the truth of the work of God, that it
is a pleasure to me to bear to you, and to
strangers when opportunity offers. I have
no particular text to speak upon at the
present time, save the one that should be
at all times, in the mind of every Latter-
day Saint, and tnat is, the kingdom of
God, and its growth and development
upor the earth, This is a subject that
should be ever present with us, and when
ap individual whose interests are professed -
ly identified with that kingdom forgets the
trut.iau devolving upon bim in conuection
with it, we mav infer that he has ceased 10
be useful ther:in,

We know, brethren, that it is impossible
to please the Lord by following the coun-
sels of our own minds, noless they are en-
lightened by the Spiric of the Almighty.
The wisdom of man is not the wisdom of
God, and to be successful in extending
and strengthening the cause of God on the
earth we mmust have have his Spirit to guide
us, Ifour ways were a8 God's ways we
woiuld do as he would bave us do; but it is
evident to all who are acauainted with the
actions of the buman family, not exclud-
ing the Latter-day Saints, that the mind of
mau is not as God’s mind. A verse of
Seripture, which now occurs to my mind,
will illustrate this, It will be found in the
11th verse of the 2nod chapter of the lst
epistle to the Corinthians:

“"For what man knoweth the things of
man save the spirit of man whleh is in
him? even so the things of God knoweth no
man, but, the Spirit of God.”

The experieonce that the Latter-day Saints
bhavehad has taught them that this is true,
we and know that when a man deems him-
self capable ofacting ~olely on his own in~
telligence, and neglects to seek for the wis
dom of Heaven to guide him, he is ve
apt to go astray, This feeling of indepand-
ence of the Almighty has caused the aposs
tacy of some, whom we, perhaps, have
thought it would be almost impossible to
blind to the truths they once advocated so
well; but it is the case. Men do not look
at things as God looks at them, there-
fore, it is indispensably necessary for each
individual Latter«day Saiot to have the
Spirit of God within him, that he may do
his will and not carry out his own views.

Liook over the natioas of the earth, and
where is there a government established
on correct principles, that is, in accordance
with the commandments of God? There
is not one, for they are all established by the
wisdom of men, and men's wavs are so dif-
ferent from the ways of God that it is im-
Ennlbiu, with all their intelligence and

nowledge—and we know they possess a
great deal—for men to establish a govern-
ment after the order of God. In some mi-
ticulars such a government might
not be far out of the way, but in all the es-
sentials it would be dissimilar, It is the
same with us—the Latter-day Saints,—
without the inspiration wed wisdom of
Heaven to guide us, we can not hope to
carry out and accomplish God's purposes,
Many of us have not had the educational
advantages enjoyed by the wealthy in the
outside world, having belonged to the la~
boring classes—to what is termed the
down trodden rtions of the ulas
tion of Europe and America, an BaYy
Thank God for it, for as a general thing the
educated classes are fast becoming unbe-
lievers in the Old and New Teslament,
We, having been takem from the lowly
walks of Ilife, have not, according to the
ideas of the world, the intelligence neces-
sary to establish a form of government
equal to that which other men have estab~
lished who bave been more learned, better
educated than we are, and who have had
more wisdom than we seem to have, in a
temporal point of view., Bat God, in his
infinite mercy, has inspired our leaders, he
hus endowea themn with wisdom and un-
derstanding to take the course and perform
tha work that he desired. I have heard
men of the world point out to President
Young and other leading men in this
Church the course they should pursue un-
der certain circumstances, to ensure the
approval and friendship of, and to give
satisfaction to, the leading men of our na-
tion and the nations abroad; and to my
certain knowledge their counsel was dia-
metrically opposed to the course taken un-
der those circumstances. I have noticed
these things, and I know it is true that
God’s ways are not as men’s ways;
and for & man to uodertake to
be a Latter-day Saint while groping in
tne dark by trusting wholly to the intelli-
gence of his own mind, is the hardest work
imaginable; it is the wmost laborious task
that can be, for any individual on the
earth to to be what he ought to be be-
fore his God without the Holy Spirit to
assist and guide him. We know that nat-
nrally our hearts are far removed from
God; and, speaking to the ancient Saints,
one of the Apostles told them they were
blinded in part, and saw thriugh a glass
darkly. This is our condition, then how
neces-ary it is for us to seek continually
for that spirit which will enable us to live
as Szints of the Most High shduld live,
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and to labor so that we may establish a
kingdom onfthe earth which God will de~
light in, and which, when the great men of
the earth see, they will be willing to
acknowledge the wisdom manifested
therein, and to glorify God for the same,
To-day if a stranger were to come into this
oon tion, for instance, he would be
very likely to think, ““These are the Lat-
ter-day BSaints — the ple who bave
gathered out from the nations of the earth
to worship God! Well, I do not see a
great amount of iotsllect manifested, there
is no great intellectual ability, not so much
a8 among the people of other congreca-
tions where I have been.” That may be
true, and hence the proof is more siriking
that the work we have doue has been di
rected and dictated by the wisdom of the
Almighty, and in its accomplishment the
very spirit, energy and determination
which our leaders have exhibited were re-
quired. You might have ransacked the
world from one end to the otheér and yeu
could not have found educated men-—men
brought ap in colleges—who would bave
come out and taken the ax and the plough,
driven the teams, made the roads, led the
ple and located them as our leaders
ave done. They might have dene these
things if they had been willing to bow in

obedience to God; but they are
toe highly educated, they are too |
full of the wisdom of the world

to seek unto Gond, in lowlines of heart
for his Spirit to gunide them as our leaders
have done. Such men as those I am re-
ferring to, could not have trusted implicit-
ly in the arm of Jehovah, when on the
plains,to protect them from the savages, the
storms and all the dangers incident 10 such
a journey; they cculd not understand and
comprehend the necessity of faith in God
under such circuamstances, their education

and worldly wisdom would bave render

ed it next to impossible, and it reoired
the very men who have been our le iders
to do the work that has been done, and it
needs them still. They are perfectly wil«
ling that God should guide this great ship
Zion, they are willing to act uncoer his
directiou; and no matter who the man is,
nor where he comes irom, if he identifies

himself with this people, he must be wil- |
ling that God should lead and guide bim,
and to obey every word that proceeds from
his mouth, or he is not the man to belp to
carry on this work.

To say that we are a perfect people, I can
not do it, neither can I suy that I am a per-
fect mnan. I am just as full of weak nesses
as any other man, and so are my brethren
with whoua I associate; but the KEider of
Israsi,no matter how great his weak nesses,
who bumbly trusts in God and continuals
|y strives to overcome evil and to doonly
that which isright, wil. be enablaed to tri-
umph and be faithful to the end, What
matters it if a man likes whisky, if he does
notdrink it? I do not care how much a |
man in this church likes it, 1f he does not
drink it, it makes no difference. I do not
care how much he loves tobacco, or this,
that or the other, that is not good, if he |
brings his actions and feelings into =ub.

ection to the dictates of the Spirit of God
do not care how muach a man loves pro-

| and millions of them have died without

perty, it will not harm him if he does not
pet bis heart upon it so that he could not
sacrifice it, if required to do 8o, to promete
the interests of God's kingdom upon the
earth, I remember once, when a boy, Jede
diah M, Grant saw me chewing tobuecco,
and said he, **You chew tobacen, do you?”
“Yes, sir)* “Well, I never had any taste
for it; it is ne virtue in me that « do not
use it, [ tried hard enough, but it made
me sick.” The virtue, brethren, is in
pulting away or overcoming babits which
you Enow would impede your progress in
the kivgdom of God. It was not a virtue
in Bro, Grant that he did not chew tobacco,
he tried o learn how, but could not do it.
I tried, and succeeded. But, brethren and
sisters, the idea is, to bring our actions,
thoughts and feelings into comp'ete sub-
jection to the dictates of the Holy Spirit,
and to be on hand at all times to laber as
we are directed for the building up of the
kingdom of God upon the earth; that
should be the object with us. It is no use
for a man to say, ‘I am a Latter-day Saint,

and they bhave vot cut me off yet. 1 have | for it, and they are entitled to it at our
almost feared it sometimes, because I did | hands,

not do that which I knew to be right; nut
[ am still within the pale of the Kingdom,
and I hope to slip along with the balance,”’
This is just as great folly as for a man to

claim the right to go a journey by rai,way | and feathered, or ducked, or something of
when he has no ticket and uo means to | that kind, and I have no doubt he feels

y his fare. He may hang around, and
eclare that he is one of the crowd, and
that he is going along with them on Lhat
train; but, ignorant of the time it starts,

and destitute of the means to pay his way, | gos

he strays off for a short time, and in the
meanwbhile the train starts and leaves him
behind. It is just sc with an unfaithful

elder in this kingdom—he is not prepared
for events as they transpire, and, lacking
the spirit of the gospel, is liable to be left
behind.

I am talking to people who understand
me, to ple who bave the word of G .d.
The elders testify that God bLas spoken
from the heavens, aund, that he revealed
principles to the Prophet Joseph Smith

and others, for the salvation of the bunman |

family; tbey declare that the
revealed to them will save the pte if
they will practice them in their lives, I
am talking to people who have reeeived a
testimony of these things for themselves,
who have steod before, and lifted up their

prineiples

voives; to the nations of theearth, ant Gés | and to muke sny sacrifice

| froms? It is the

clared that they knew Jesus was the
Christ, that he had established his kingdom
oo the earth, that he had revealed prinei
les which would save us and return us
k intothe presence of God, if we would
practice them. These are the m~n and
women I am talking to; you know as well
as I do that the gospel is true, and my talk
is to inspire your hearts and my heart to be
more faithful to that which we know to be
true. Itvis not anything new to you and
to me to be told that the kingdom of God
is on the earth, or to hear the principles of
salvation »roelsimed by the elders; but it
is good to bhave our hearis warmed and
inspired, and our desires to be diligent and
faithful renewed and strengthened. I do
not want the train to start without me, 1
want to be on board the good ship Zion,
with my brethren, So does every seu
present, I have no doubt of it. I believe
that the atheist—the man who has no belief
in God,or faith inany religion,would like the
best berth to be bad, either on a sailing
vessel or steamer, if he saw any chance to
obtain it. The Latter-day Saiuts bave
berths in view. You can testify with me
that the Spirit of God bhas enlightened our |
minds; you can testify with me that the
power of God led us tu these valleys; that
prophecies have been uttered in our hear-
ing, and we have sesn them fulfiiled, and
we know thet God has spoken in our day.

Brethren and sisters, let us be faithful,.
let us be true to the covenants we have
made, for if we are we insure to ourselves
life and salvation; but, on the other bhand,
il weare recreant, we shall go to destruc-
tion, This is the testimony of modern as
well as ancient revelali..n; and we need not |
take our own works to convinee the people
of the error of their ways; there is princi
ple enough bound within the lids of this
book—the Bible—to convince all mankind
of the error of their ways, and to lead thew
from darkness to the Lord Almigbty, if
they folt as bumble betore God as [ suppose
my bretbren and sisters do to-day. Bus it
seems that, in the providenee of God,thiogs
have been ordered as they are, that is, be
has sutfered the wickeduess of men to
transpire in the nations of the earth, and
be has suffered priests to be raised up two
blind the minds of men, Why? Because |
men have Lheir agency to do as their hearts
prompt them, and there is no power that
can prevent them doing this, that or the
other; but their acts will be over-ruled by
a superior power. We have our free agen-
¢y, to think and act just as men think and
act, independent of the promptings of the
Spirit of God; but that is not our object,
our aim is to do the will of G «d; and breth
ren, if we could only see the labor and toil
that we have to perform before we accom..
plish our salvation, we would bow in hu-
wility before God and pray himtogiveus
strength as our day.

Look a' the irmmense number of people
who have lived on the earth siance its crea-
tion! In what relationship do we stand to
themw? Who are they? Our progeaitors, l

the gospel. Whatan immenss labor opens
up before us when we Lthink of these thiogs!
Millions and huundreds of millions ot men
and women, just as gnod as we are, accord
ing to the knowledge they had, must be
adwinistered for by us, and we have to
build temples in which the work for their
redem ption may be performed. We have
not only to build temples, but cities; we
have to redeemu the earth, and we have a
vast amount of physical labor to do that
our progenitors did not have the privilege
of doing, it was never offered to them, bui
it has been laid before us in plainvess and
simplicity, We can nuderstand the prin-
cipie of baptism for the dead, it has been
made plaiu to us, and administering it, and |
performing the wvarious duties that will

arise 1m building up the KXingdom
of God, will glve us labor for
centuries, Can we, in view of these

daties and responsibilities, be idl«? Can
we fail to sesk afier the Spirit of God to
guide uxs, tbat we may accomplish these
lubors? If we do, we shall not only de-
prive ourselves of a great privilege and of
great glory, but we shall deprive others,
perhaps, to some exteat, of receiving that
which is theirs by right: they bave lived

What can injure the Latter-day Saints? I
will ask Brother Hulse here, Does it injare
a man to be tarred and feathered? [ nnder-
stand t: at while he was east he was tarred

glad of the persecution. Still, I would not
like it just now, Our elders bave bsen
tarred aud feathered, and they have suffer-
ed a good deal in their efforts to spread the
| of the kingdom; but what have they
suffered in conparison with the b'essings
they bave received? What is there that
would induce & wan to sacrifice that feeling
of joy which be experiences when preach-
ing the gospel in the natiouvs? 1 have heard
elders tesiify, and 1t is their general exper-
ience, that when abr.ad preaching, depend-
ingtor their food upon strangers, unsustain:
e 1 and npsupporied,save us the providences
of God opened the way befure them, that
they have bad a feeling of :nti joy

| sibly
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principles of life and salvation to the
people. This is the way that all Lutier-
day Saimts should always feel, and they
who take this course are continually in
possession of the spirit of peace; I;blgﬁ Are
worthy tbe name of Saints, and the Serip-
tures inform us, that from such no geod
thlu&wﬂl be withheld, and if a man wants
anything thatis bad he is not a Saint, he
does not belong to that catalogue.

My exhortation to you. is to he faithfual,
You know the truth, honor itby wxlking
uprightly; serve God and*yon will be the
most independent mere and womeu on the
face of the earth. People come amongst us
sometimes and declare that there is no in-
Jependence of character amongst the Lat.
ter-day Saints, because they do the bidding
of one man-—do just as ose man says; but I
heard a remark made last night, that the
Latter-day Saints are the most independs
ent people on earth, and I believe it. Ifit
does not manifest independence of charae-
ter for men and wowmen, who bave been
honest aovd upright all their days, to leave
their relatives, peighbors, filends and
associates, by whom they have always been
respected, 1o join the Latter day Baints and
be called ¢verything that is mean, where
will you find it on the face of the eartn.
Such meun have joined the church in the
8 ates, and Bishop Huopter is an iostance,
He was respected and bhonoreua by bis
neighbors, and was koewn to bave been
an honest, upright. God-fearing man all
bis days; and wben such men have jolned
the church they have veen talk+~d of in the
most scandalous manner, Viwuperation
has been beaped upon them, the papers
have slandered 1them, their mneighbors
bave turned ainst them, and o¢+ll-
ed them thieves, robbers, murde«r-
ers, - and everytbing mean, ocoutem ptis
ble and Bbad., Buat this reatwent
pever changed the cbsracter of Bishop
Hunter., He came to Nauvon, and was a
x00d Latter~day Saiut, a good, houest man,
faithful and true to his coveunauts aud he
h#s proved so up to the presentday. This
has been the treatment aod the course of
very many of the members of this Churoch,
aud in enduring and pursuisg it, '‘hey
nave shown an independence of character
that is rarely equalled. They have also
800OWE thewsel ve« possessed of inspiration
from the Almig.ty, and when meu evjoy
this their ways are not as men’s ways,
but as God's ways and they are
willing to come out and acknowledge
God, and to enter imto covenant te do
his will as he makes it knowu to them.
This is the position of the Latter-day
Saints—when God’s will is made known to
them, the spirit within them testifies to the
truth thereo!, and they know it is their
busines- to perform their part of the con-
:.r?ot. Who can blame them for doing
t

As far as independence is coneerned, we
are a little too Independent of God, some~
times. I kKpow that this is the feeling I
have to coutend with. Brethren, let our
hearts be uplifted to the Almighty! Re-
member the covenani!s you have made;
they are pure. Keep them =0, They are
holy, keep them so! Do not di them!
Brethren aud sisters, if we wvalue eour sal-
vatinn, temporal and spirituaal, let as be
true to our covenants, and to the God we
have eng LO nerve.

May bless you, Amen,
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THE New York Evening Post propos-
es that railways should be cousolidated
into a national institution and managed
like the Postoffice, that they earry par-
cels up to one th- usand pounds and
freight, tonnage, aud passeugers on the

same plan adopted by the Postoffice, a
uniform rate being charged for passen-
gers and freight for all distances. The
Pust saye:

**1'o carry out such a plan here, it is,
8 has already beex stated, alleged that
the railways have only to extend their
Postoffice practice to thelr work on
their own acecount. The English carry
130 millions of parcels annually of less
than two pounds weight. Weshould
carry as many a: least, and four Limes
that nbumber above two aud uuder 1 009
pounds. These. at rates varyiog from
ten cents Lo a doliar and averaging pos-
forty to fifty cents, would orin
in two handred to two hundred add fif-
ty millions of dollars. One hundred
million passengers, our present num-
ber, at twelve, twenty-tive and fifty
cents, limiting the twelve under three
miles, and the twenty-tive Lo under ten,
aud chargiug one dollar for all distavees
over one hunudred miles, world produce
forty millions, while our one hundred
million tons of freight, at one to five
dollars a tou for all distavoces, would
bring in a8 much as at present, namely,
two huodred and fifty milliops. Add-
ing fifty milliops for live slOck aund
mi=cellanecus receipts, the total income

such as they never experienced before in

for all tbe weaith on the tace of the earth,
What is that fee ing and where does it eowe
«f God,and when & man
possesses it, his thouguls are not as mau’s
thoughts, and, inspired frowm on high, he

oes forth freely, ready to endure any trial | & plan,
. to declare the | be expeécted

could easily thus Le made up to five

their lives, and which they would not lo~e | huy,dred aud fif.y millious or one hun-

dred millions in exXeess of present earn-
ings. Takiog inlo accouut, however,
the ineresss of passengers and tonoage
sure to follow from the adaptioun of such

q._mu;ih greater Fucrease might



