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I1 naveHAVE a testimony brethren and sisters
as to the truth of the work of god that it
is a pleasure to me to bear to you and to
strangers when opportunity offers I1 chavehave
no particular text to speak upon at the
present time save the one that should be
at all times in the mind of every latter
day saint and anat Is the kingdom of
godgoa and its growth and development
upon the earth this isiri a subject that
should be ever present with us and when
an individual are professed-
ly identified with that kingdom forgets the
duties devolving upon him in connection
with it we mavmay infer that he has ceased to
housefulhebo useful tb ertInin

we know brethren that it is impossible
to please the lord by following the coun
selsdelsf elmeim of our own minds bales they are en-
lightened by the spirit of the almighty
the wisdom of man is not the wisdom of
god and to be successfulstulatul in extending
and strengthening the cause of god on the
earth we must have have his spirit to guide
us ilourifouroun ways were ssas gods ways we
would do as he would have us do but it is
evident to all who are acquainted with the
actions of the human family not exclud-
ing the latter day saints that the mind of
maumaii Is18 not as gods mind A verse of
scripture which now occurs to my mind
will illustrate this it will be found in the
lith verse of the 2ndand chapter of the
epistle to the corinthians

for what man the things of
man save the spirit of man which is in
him even so the things gorgodof god no
man but the spirit of god 11

the experience that the latter day saints
has taught them that this Is true

we and know that when a man deems him-
self capable ofacting ft clely on hishla own in-
telligencetelligence and neglects to seek for the wis
dom of heaven to guide him he is very
apt to go astray this feeling of independ-
ence of thetha almighty has caused the apos
tacytsoy of some whom we perhaps have
thought it would be almost impossible to
blind to the truths they once advocated so
well but it is the case men do not look
at things asan god looks at them there-
fore it is indispensably necessary norfor each
individual latter day saint to have the
spirit of god within him that hebe may do
his will and not carry out his own views

look over the nations of the earth and
where is there a government established
on correct principles that is in accordance
with the commandments of god there
is not one for they are all established by the
wisdom of men audand mens ways are so dif-
ferent from the ways of god that it is linihn
possible with all their intelligence aullanil
knowledge and we know they possess a
great deal for men to establish a govern-
ment after the order of god in somesone mi-
nornor particulars such a government might
not be far out of the way but in atallaliI1 the es
bentisentialsais it would be dibaldissimilarmilar it is the
amebame with usns the latter day saints
without the inspiration and wisdom of
heaven to guide us we can not hope to
carry out and accomplish gods purposes
many of us have not hadbad the educational
advantages enjoyed by the wealthy in the
outside world having belonged to the la-
boring classes to what Is termed the
down trodden portions of the popula-
tion of europe and america and I11 say
thank god for it for as a general thing the
educated classes are fast becoming
lievers in the old and new testament
we I1 having been taken from the lowly
walks of life have not according to the
ideas of the world4orldorid the intelligenceintelligence neces-
sary

necess
atyary to establish a form of government
equal to that which other men have estaba

who have been more learned better
educated than we are and who have had
morebore wisdom than we seem to have in a
temporal point of view but god in bibhis
infinite mercy has inspired our leaders hebe
hamhas endowed them with wisdom and un-
derstandingder to take the course and perform
th that hebe desired I1 have beard
men of the world point out to president
young and other leading men in this
church the course they should pursue un-
der certain circumstances to ensure the
approval and friendship of and to give
satisfaction to the leading men of our na-
tion and the nations abroad and to my
certain knowledge their counsel was dia-
metrically opposed to the coursecoarse taken un-
der these circumstances I1 have noticed
these things and I1 know it is true that
gods wawaysya are not asaa mens ways
and for a man to undertake to
be a latter day saint while groping in
ane dark by trusting wholly to the intelli-
gence of his own mind Is the hardest work
imaginable it iin the most laborious task
that can be for any individual on the
earth to try to be what he ought to be be-
fore his god without the holy spirit to
assist and guide him we know that nat-
urally our hearts arearg far removed from
god and speaking to the ancient saints
one of the apostles told them they were
blinded in part and saw ahrthroughjugh a glass
darkly this is our condition then howbow
deceeneceedecesaryarynry it is for us to seek continuacontinuallyliy
for that spirit which will enable us to live
asaa salera of thathe mastmust high ilvonto

and to labor soBO that we may establish a
kingdom onabe earth which god will de
light in and which when the great men olof
the earth see they will be willing to
acknowledge the wisdom manifested
therein and to glorify god for the same
todayto day if a stranger were to come into this
congregation for instance hebe would be
very likely to think these aletheare the lat
ter daydav saints the people who have
gathered out from the nations of the girthairth
to worship god I1 wellweil I1 do not see a
great amount of intellect manifested there
is no great intellectual ability not so much
as among the people of other congrega-
tions where I1 have been that may be
true and hence the proof is more striking
that the workmork we have done has been dldi
reeled and dictated bythe wisdom of thethel
almighty and in its accomplishment the
very spirit energy and determination
which our leaders have exhibited were re-
quired you might navehave ransacked the
world from one end to the other and yuyou

1 could not have roundfound educated men men
brought upop in colleges who would have
ensueonue out and taken the aax and the plough
driven the teams made the roads led the
people and located them as our leaders
have done they might have done these
things if they had been willing to bow in
obedience to god but they are
too highly educated they are too
full of the witswisdomdom of the world
to seek unto god in lowlinesslow lines of heart
for his spirit to guidegulde them as our leaders
have done men as thoi e I1 am re
ferringnerring to could not have trusted implicit-
ly in thee arm of jehovah when on theiip t0 protect them from the savages the
storms and all the dangers incident to such
a journey they could not understand and
comprehend the necessity of faith in god
under such circumstances their education
and worldly wisdom would have render
ed it next to impossible and it reorea atred
the very men who have been our liit iders
to do the work that has been done and ttit
needs them still they are perfectly wil-
ling that god should guide this great ship
zion they are willing to act cunner his
direction and no matter who the man is
nnoror where he comes iromfrom if he identifies
himself with this people hebe must bobe wil-
ling that god should lead and guide him
and to obey every word that proceeds from
his mouth or he is not the man to help to
carry on this work

to say that wewemireare a perfect people I1 can
not do it neithelneither can I1 any that I1 am a purper
fechtmannedfed man I1 am just as full of weaknesses
as any other man and so are my brethren
with aboiawhom I1 associate but the eldereider orof
ibrafaraernoerna matter howbow great hisbis weaknesses
who humbly trusts in godanagod and continual
ly strives io overcome evil and to do only
that which Is right wllwitwilbeallbebe enabled to tri-
umph and be faithful toio the end what
matters it ififaa1

manmau likesitkes whisky if he does
not drink it I1 do not care now much a
man in this church likes it if hohe does not
drink it it makes hono difference I1 do not
care how much he lovesiove tobacco or this
that or the other that is not good if hebe
brings hishin actions and feelings into sub-
jection to the dictates of the spirit of god
I1 do not care how much a man loves pro-
perty it will not harm him if he does not
set his heart upon it so that hebe could not
sacrifice it if required to do so to promote
the interests of gods kingkingdomdm upon the
earthdarth I1 remember once when a boy jede
diah bl grant saw me chewing
and said hebe you chew tobacco do you
gyesyes sirair well I1 never badnad any taste
for ilsillitt it is no virtue in me that i do not
use it I1 tried hardbard enough but it made
me sick the virtue brbrethrenethron isia in
putting away or overcoming habits which
you know would impede your progress in
the kingdom of god it was not a virtue
in bro grant that be did not chew tobacco
blebiee tried to fearnlearn howbow but could not do it
I1 tried and succeeded but brethren andarid
sistersslaters the idea isie to bring our actactionsious
thoughts and feefeelingslingis into complete sub-
jection to the dictates of the holy spirit
and to be on hand at all times to labor as
we are directed for the building up of the
kingdom of god upon the earth that
should be the object with us it is no use
for a man to say 1 I am a latter day saint
and they have not cut me off yet I1 have
almost feared it sometimes because I1 did
not do that which I1 knowknew to be right rut
I1 am still within the pale of the kingdom
and I1 hope to bliphilp along with the balance
this is just as great folly as forfur a man to
claim the right to nogo a journeyaljourney by dalway
when he has no ticket and no means to
pay hishib fare he may bang around and
declare that he is one of the crowd fundand
that he is going along with them on thatuhel
train but ignorant of the time it starts
and destitute of the means to pay his way
hebe strays otioil fortor a short time and in the
meanwhile the train starts and leaves him
behind it is just asr with an unfaithful
eldereider in this kingdom hebe is not prepared
for events as they transpire and luckinglacking
the spirit of the gospel is liable to be left
behind

I1 am talking tolo people who understand
me to people who have the word of gdG d
the elders testify that god has
from the heavens aud that he revealed
principlespiespiea to the prophet joseph smith
and others for the salvation of the human
family they declare that the principles
revealed to them will save the people if
they will practice them in their lives I1
am talking to people who have received a
testimony of these things for themselves
who have stood before and lifted
voicesleovi to thetire nations of thu eartheurth andanu lleileaa

mareddared that they knewknow jesus waswaa the
christ that he had estabillestablishedabed hisbis kingdom
on the earth that be badhad reyerevealedaled
piesples which would save us and return us
back into the presence of god iiif we would
practice them these are the mpmnn and
women I1 am talking to you know as well
as I1 do that thetho gospel is true andayand my talk
is to inspire your hearts and my heart to be
more falfaithful to hatthatbat which we know to be
true it tois not anything new to you anandd
to me to be told that the kingdom of god
is on the earth or to hearheap the principles of
salvation roel bybi the eldea but it
is roodgood to have our hearts warmed and
inspired abid ournur desires to be gent and
faithful renewed and strengthened idoI1 do
not want the train to start without me I1
want to be on board the good ship zion
with my brethren so does every sollisoul
present I1 have no doubt of it I1 believe
that the atheist the manyunn who has no belief
in godor faith in any religion would like the
bestbeat berth to be bad either on a sailing
vessel or stpamerramer if he saw any chance to
obtain it the larterlarrerLaterdayday saints have good
bertilsberths in view you can testify with me
that the spirit of god has galealenlightenedIghtened ouroar
mindyminds you can testify with me that the
power 0ofr goddod led us tuto themethene valleys that
prophecies have been uttered in our hear-
ing

bear-
ing andind we have bennbehn them fulfillfulfillededgedo and
we know the t god has spoken in our day

brethren and sisters ietjevletjet dsus be faithful
let us be true to the covenants we have
made for if we are we insure to ourselves

ifelifelioe and salvation but on thetho other bandhand
itir we are recreant we shall go to destructdestruel
tion this is the testimony of modern as
well as ancient re n and we need noinot
take our own works to coil vince the people
of the error of their wayswahla there Isia
pie enough bound within the lids of this
book the biblebibie to convince all mankind
of the elroierror of their wayways a and to leadleid their
from darkness to the ard iliiii aty if
they felt as humble before god as I1 suppose
myrny brethrenbratbreubren and sisters do todaygodayto daydav buubug it
seems that in ibeipe providence of godGodtbings
have been ordered as they are that is hebe
has suffered the wickedness of men to
transpire in the nations of the eartharth and
hebe has buffered priests to be raised up to
blind the minds of men why because
men have their agency to do as their hearts
prompt them and there isin no power that
can prevent them doing this that or the
other hutbut their acts will be overruledover ruled by
a superior power we have our free agen-
cy to think and act just as men think aejand
act independent of the of the
spirit orof god but that is not our object
our aim is to do the will of G d and breth
ren irif we could only apeaee the labor and toiltoli
that we have to perform before we accod
alisis ouroar salvation we would bow in hubu
collity before god and pray him to give us
strength as our day

look at the immense number ofbf people
who have lived on the earth since its crea-
tion in what relationshipp do wwee stand to
them who are atieanet our progenitors
and millions of them have died without
the dospel whalwhatW ilat auan lintin menati labor 0
upan before us when we think of abie
millions and hundreds of millions otof men
and women justjuat as good as we are accord
ing to the knowledge they had must be
administered for by us and we have to
build temples in which the work for their
redemption may be performed we have
not only to build temples but cities we
have to redeem the earth arldarid we have a
vast amount of physical labor to do that
our progenitors did notoot have the privilegevileo
of doing it was never offered to them butbul
it bahas been laid before us in plainness and
simplicity we can underunderstandstand the prin-
ciple orof baptism torlor the dead it has been
made plain to us and administering it and
performing the various duties that will
arise in building up the kingdom
of god will give us labor for
centuries can wiwe in view orof these
duties and re be idle catlcati
we fail to seek abier the spirit ofef god to
guide unug that we may accomplish these
labors if we do we shall nolnog only de-
prive ourselves of a great privilege and of
great glory but we bhailishall deprive others
perhaps to some extent of receiving thaithat
whichwhick is theirs by right they have lived
for itI1 and they are entitled to it at our
hands

what canean injure the latter day Sainsalutetri I1
will askasu brother hulse here does it ipainjureureare
a man to be tarred and feathered I1 under-
stand ti at whilew bilehule hebe was east he was tarred
and teatenfeathered or dducked or something of
that kind and I1 have no doubt he teele
glad of the perpersecution still I1 would notDot
like it just now ourou elderseiders have been
tarred aridand feathered and they have suffer-
ed a good deal in their efforts to spread the
gospel of the kingdom but what have they

bufferedsuffered in comparisonconoon with the blessings
they have received what is there that
would induce a manmats Wt sacrifice that ft eling
of joy which none experiences when preach-
ing tue gospel in the natnationslousious I1 have heardbeard
elderseldera testify and it is their general exper-
ience that wilen ad preaching depend
inetor their food upon
a6 i bindhind as the providences
of god opened the way before themthew that
they havehato hadbad a feeling of peace and joy
suonbuon aia they never experexperiencedlenead before in
their lives and which they would not loe
for all lbthe wealthwearth on the tacelace of the earth
what is thasthet feeling andarid where dorsit come

Is the peapeacecefgadaud when amanaman
possepossessesseised it his thouthoughtskutskuta are not as mansmaus
thouthoughtsgats and inspired from on high hebe

freely readyreacy to endure any trial
annoaida mke any detduit decidecideisid awuaau

plespies of life aridand salvation to the
people thiathis is thebe wicy that
day suntasalata should always feel and they
wbkafao take this course are continually inia
possession of thotheth spirit of peace they are
worthy the name of saints and the scrip-
turestures inform us that fromirom such no good
thing will be withheld and if a man wants
anything that is bad he itis not a saint hebo
does not belong to that catalogue

my exhortation to jouaou is to hebe aithmithfaithfulfuifulyou know the truth honor itilbyjb waking
uprightly seive god andion willpill be the
most independent niennienniec and wildau on thothe
fice odtheof the dirthearthoarth people come amongst us

and declare that thelethere is unno in-
dependence of character amongst the nitlit
terton day saintssaint because they do the bidding
of one man do just as one man says but I1
heard a rearemarklark made last night that the
latter day saints are the most independ-
ent people on earth and I1 believe it loitif it
does not manifest independence of charac-
ter for men and women who have been
honest and upright all their days to leave
their relatives friends and
associates by whom they have always been
respectedrespectedtedl to join the latterlattee day saints and
be calledcolled everything thatisrhalthat is mean where
will you find it on the face of the cartti
such mekimen have joined thothe church iuin the
satesS ates and bishop hubterbunter isanla an instance
he was respectedoedeced and honbonhonoredoreti by his
neighbors andaasandaud waswms knowknownntoto have been
anaru honest upright god fearingrearing man all
blabim dadasdaea and ghei such men have joined
the church they havuhavo talktalkedd of in the
most scandalous manner vituperation
hashits been heaped upon them the papers
beve slandered them their neighbors
have turned against them and clicil0 11

ed them thievesthievesevea robbers murder
riirssrsris and everything mean contempti-
ble and cedhedwedbid but this treatrestreatment
neverdever changed the chabstractorfracter of bishop
hunter he caetooame to and was a
woodkopd latter day saint a good boudat man
faithful andarid true tuto hishits covenants abid hebe
hiahis proved ao up to the present day thisthid
has been the treattreatmentmene anduda the coune of
very many of the membersra of this church
audand in endurlug and pursuing it vheyibey
navelave shown an independenceco orof character
that is aarrarelyely equalledequal led they haehave also
snowa 4 posspossessedessedeased of inspiration

aimiAlmialmightygitytyaanand whenwhon meumen enjoy
this their ways are not as mens ways
but as gods ways and they are
willing to come out and acknowledge
godgott and 6to enter into covenantcovenant to do
his will as hihe makes it knowdknow to them
this is the position of the latter day
saints when gods will is made known to
them the spirit within them tetestifies to the
truth thereof and they know it is their
business to perform their part of the con-
tract who can blame them for doing
it

As far as independence is concerned we
araare a little too independent of god some
times I1 know that this is the feeling I1
bavehave to contend with brethren let our
hearts be uplifted to the almighty re-
member the covenants you have made
they are pure keep them soHO they are
holy keep them sol do not disgrace them
brethren and slisibbisterssisters if wewd value our sal-
vation temporal and spiritual letusleuiet us be
true to our covenants aud to the god we
havelave engaged to berveherve inhi

may god bless you amen 1 l
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THE new york Eevening post propos-
es that railways should be consolidated
into a national institution and managed
like the Postpostofficeoffice that they carry par-
cels up to one ththousandusand pounds and
freight tonnage audand passaugersgera on ththetho
same plan adopted by the Postpostofficeoffice a
uniform rate being charged for passen-
gersht ra and trelfreifreightcutrutcht for all distances the
postpus9 emya L

io carnycarry out huoh a plan here it is
is hhasbas already beba stated alleged that
the 1railways have only to extend their
Posto micamice practice to their work on
their own account the english carry

millions of parcels annualannuallyly of lbsibs
than two pounds weight wowe should
carry as many a leastienn and four timeslimes
that number above two aumudaudd ulderulden loog1000
pounds the at ratesrales varying from
tentun cents to a dollar aud averaavenaaveragingginK posposhi
tably forty to niftyfifty cents would oringorink
lain two hiindredhundred to two hundred fif-
ty millions of dollars one hundred
million passengers our present num-
ber at twelve twenty avenive and arty
cents limiting the twelve under three
miles and thethu twenty tivenive to autlerauiler ifyuabu
audsud charging oneode dollar fer all distdistancesadeebauces
over one hundred mileswiles would produce
forty millions while our one hundred
million tons of freight ataul one toco five
dollarsarsmrs a toulou for all distances would
bring in asaa much as at present namelynaunatnelys
two hundreddred and fifty millionstuillio ua add-
ing fifty millions forfur live stockblock aud
miscellaneous receipts the total inincomecoma
could easily thus be noademade up to five
hundred audand atty milliontiouti or one hun-
dred millionsin of present earn-
ings takfur into mccouaccountut howeverr
tho pasepassengersengersenkers andaand tonnage
sure to follow from the adoption of such
a plan a mu ah greater lucreaseincreaseelsele might
bube expert 11


