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47 I think we should be quite safe in|gible position. A ' very large|should be theif instructor,and hence | you get them to Zien?” I will give
DISCOU RSH aying 20 per ﬂent.;l and this, | amount of labor has been per-|He introduced through the medium | you pastors 40 mine heart,
“BY :?’ course, tends to make|formed in preparing the site, | of the Holy Priesthood that had ex-| which shall feed you with know-
existence more pleagant and | The point of a mountain has been isted heretofore upon the earth,|ledge and understanding.” Hence
PRESIDENT JUHH TAYL[]R‘ agreeable, and to enable the|removed, and a great amount of|those principles which are calculat-| we have come together as we are
ALOVL VUVl * i eople to more easily struggle in |Jlabor has been expendeu on the |ed to bless and -exalt the -human| here In this eity and in this Terri--
iy Sall Assembly Hall. | the battle of life in its yarious forms | walls which surround the Temple, | family, prepare them to carry out|tory. Our object is to fear God, to
In the L et '| and phases. In additfbn to this we | forming nearly a semicircle. There | the word and will of God, and to ac- | observe His Jaws, to mfAgnify our
Sunday Ajfternoon, Dec- find that they are generally seeking | are three terraces elovated one above | complish those purposes which He | calling, to fulfll our destiny upon.
o wmere emberdl, 1881, - = to live their religion and to keep the | another, the same as the g: hail designed from before the foun-|the earth, an te with those

-\“ REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

I AM pleased to have the opporiu-
nity of Meeting with and addressing
theBaints in this
last Conference I have traveled a

t deal among the Saints in dif-
mt parts of the Territory, in par
accompanied by -some of my coun
sel and  the Twelve. Pergonally
within a short time I have visited
all the leading settlements of the
Sainte both north and south, east
and west, and it may not be unin-
teresting toyou to hear a brief siate-
ment. of the position which the
Saints occupy n their various loca-
tions and seftlements; because we
all of us feel more or less interesied
in/ the welfare of all. It wasin
view 'of this that I felt a desire to
visit the Saints at their own homes,
to associate with them at their own
fl
their . public ‘assembles. It has
been very interesting to myself and
ing brethren to find out

accompany
the tzue position which the Saints

occupyy toknow what their stand- | true and correct principles, putting

ing is in relation to their religious
views -and sentiments, and also to
ascertaln their moral status and how
they ' conduct  themselves not
only religiously but socially. .And
then another thing that we felt de-
sirous to understand was the true

ucational condition of the Saints;
and what they were doing (o en-

lighten the minds ot the youth and

to train them in the iright paths,|us here, and that the mo:st wisse,

and how far literature, sclence and
those principles . of Inteiligence
which are calculated to exalt and
enoble men when under proper in-
fluences, Bzvailad among our people,
and in what  manner they deported
themselves in regard to all these

ings, We have felt the more de-
sirous to do
the Saints,liy
the Presidency of the Church I sup-

80 tar as we have been in this |

R“ ritory, .in_the adjoining Terri-
toer?oflifahn, E: some portions of
Wyoming, and in other portions
south, that we have nof traveled
Jess than from 500 to 600 miles in &
direct course mnorth  and south, be-
sides visiting nearly all the promi-
nenft settlements east and west,and
our. f and impressions after
visiting the whole of the Saints in
all of their locations _are to us very
interesting and encouraging. Sofar
as the temporal position of the peo-
ple is concerned, they alflem Eﬂ Le 1:}
possession of a reasonable share o
the good tlzllnl::sﬁui of life;
habits of industry and perseverance,
their self-abnegation, the desire to
comprebend and  susfain correct
prineiples, together with the bless-
ing of the Almighty, have
éd to promote their wel-
fare in a temporal point of
'ﬁﬂw- . -

We. do mnof: find s0 many
very wealthy people as there are in
some communities, but our people,
g0 far as our ebservation goes (and
we have had a pretiy fair opportu-

nity.of investigatinn all these mat-| Provo,and other institutions of learn-

ters), are second to none in regard
to the cumforts, conveniencies and
necessaries of life; and perhaps
there is no place nor people (at least,
none that 1 have any knowledge of,
and [ have travellel guite exten-
tensively myself in the world,) that
are better situated as a whole than
are the Latter-day Saints in this and
the 'adjoining territories, nor where
more of the people dwell in their
own homes. We find thousands
upon thousands of hapgy homes, and
the people ‘that inbabit them are
sober, industrious, frugal and Goa-
fearing, feeling a strong desire to
observe the lawsand keep the com-
mandments of theLord; and notwith-
standing the many aspersions cast

upon them by wicked and designing
1

meny  they mnevertheless evince a
strong desire to observe the lawsand
instftutions of the land. *We find
them in possession geuerally of good
houses®” farms, orchards, gardens,
and in many instances, of cattle,
sheep, horses, and all the appliances
of li tend to promote com-
fort In a sé¢gial and family capacity.
We find, 00, that this season has
been &|Very prosperous one, with
very few exceptions, throughout the

leng . dih of the Territory.
The 1 hag blessed our labors ex-
tiyy-and. 1 lp!‘ﬂlllllﬂ that the

Crops, as 9 thlngﬁham been

& W genera
increased “at least 20 to

0 this because many of
liye far froia. the seat.of

lace. Bince our|exceptions, very

9y

I without that obtrusiveness which we

-or at’'least to meet them in | ciations prevail almost everywhere,

commandments of God. And the
various organisations which you
have among you here, in this city,
prevail throughout all the settle-
ments of the Saints with very few
few indeed. We
find that the Relief Societies which
are 80 active and energetic among
ou here and which are operating so
creditably in Jooking after the in-
terest and welfare of the female por-
tion of our society also exist all over
the Territory, and that there is a
creditable zeal and intelligence

see among many-—a desire to pro-
mote the well-belng of those with
whom they are assoclated, and to
make themselves useful in all the
affairs of life; and we feel whenever
we find a disposition of this kind, to
appreciate it. We find, also, that
our Yeung Menr’s and Young Wo-
men’s Mutual Improvement Asso-

and that there is a desire to elevaie
the youth and lift them up from the
sloughs of ignorance and darkness,
and to implant within their minds

them in possession of a Enowledge

of science, literature, and the  arts, |
and cultivating those princi-
ples that are calculated to eleva‘e
and ennoble mankind, as well
a8 to correct their morals and gov-
ern them in their religious pursuits,
We find, also, that ther Pimary As-

their |

e

sociations are attended 1o with the
same vigilance that they are around

prudent and intelligent ladies
are selected for the purpose of su-
pervising their movements and in
“teaching the young idea how to
shoot.”” We find, also, that through-
out the Territory our Sunday Hchools
recelve that attention which.we con-
gider all such institutions ought to
merit and do merit, and that the
best of men and women are selecied
for their teachers, who, as we
take an intereet in the welfare of
our rising posterity. |
It is not for me to enter info all
ticulars; I merely wish to give a
brief outline of these matters. All
of these institutions that I have re-
ferred to are in a very creditable pe-
gition; are man with great caret
and many of your old neightors who
used to live here in the city, both
men and women,and who were
known as high-minded, honorable
persons—we find mixed in the va-
rious societies throughout the set-
tlements and izations exering,
an influence which is truly iuterest-
ing to all who feel desirous to pro-
mote the welfare of Zion and tae
building of the kingdom of. God
upon the earth. Then, again, In re-
to our scholastic affairs, we
find that there is very great progress
being made in our «ommon schools,
or rather what are termed our dis
trict schools. We find that a more
intelligent class of teachers is being
employed, and that . . with
the operations of the normal
department of the Univergity, with
the Brigham Young Academy in

ing, they are telling very favorably
upon our youth, and as better
teachers sre obtained, there seems
to be a greater desire mauifested
among the people to acquire intelli-
gence of every kind, From the
besgt infermation that 1 am able
to cbtain, I suppose there are at least
thirty normal students turned out
every year, They are prepared in
our University and in the other
scholastic institutions referred (o,
ahd ss these teachers, coming from
their own counties and peoples, re-
turn to their several homes, proper-
ly qualified as instractors, tl;ey Ooa
great deal of good among the ¢om
munity.

In relation to other matters, such
as the building of Temples, they are
also progressing very favorably, |
need not say anything about the
one we are building here; voaare
all acquainted with that, “'ho one
which is being built in Logan is|
now covered in. A large force of
carpenters are ed in finishing
the interior department there.i, aud
another year will count very l[uvor-
ably in the work on that struclure,
It is a beautiful building, t?nd plands
in a jvery imposing position on an
ale?alrted phtmp?:ding Cache Countiy,
near Logan. . About 200 miles {rom
that,in the south, in Sanpete Coun-

per cent., | built, That also occupies a8 very ell-

ty, there is another Temp'e being

rand the interests of mankind both

may be elevated above the lower
part of this house; they surroun
the Temple, being wider, of course,
at the lower part and mnarrower as
they approach towards the Temple.
A very large amount of means and
labor have been expended in prepar-
ing these terraces and al#o in prepar-
lng the Temple. The Temple itself
is ‘& beautiful strueture. ' They ex-
pect to has the walls up ‘to the
square in another eeason. T think
they have built up the wall this
year; some 28 feet. 1t I8 built of
beautiful white rock—or at Jeast
very light, clear rock—and is hewn
on the outside where the joints come
together, and presents a very beauti-
ful and ereditable appearance. . It is
interesting, too, to find how strong-
ly the feelings of - the people’ are
drawn out in relation to these edi-
fices. They seem to think that no
sacrifice is too great fo aceomplish
the object which they have in view;
indeed in both of these Temple dis- |
tricts they seem to take very great
pride in prosecuting this labor. I
was imformed that the superin-
fendent was a little short of means a
short time ago at Manti Temple,
and he asked if he must slacken the
labor. They told him no, he was to
proceed with it, and I think in al
very short time a number of ple
from different parts subscribed 7,000
bushels of wheat to assistin the ¢con-|
struction of the Temple, and there
seems to be, generally, a strong de-

work.

d|ganized the First Presidency and

sire for the accomplishment of this|

ation of the world. Hence He or

‘the Twelve, He organized the Sev-
enties, He o 1 Elders, Priésts,
Teachers and Deacons, He organ-
ized Bishops and High Councils and
all the various adjunects associat-d
with the organization of the Church
of Jesus Christof Latier day Saints.
Aud why, it may be asked, should
these institutions be introduced in
our midst? For eertaln obvious rea-
gons when we reflect u ‘this all
important matter, Having revealed
His will to man; to Joseph Smith,
as He had done to other men in for-

mer sges, it was necessary that that
will should be made known tozll
nations, kindreds, tong .es and peo-

ple, that men might be informed of | try and carry on

the things that

who are behind the wvail in the in-
terests of humanity, to lay e our
relfilshness, our  cove , our
evils of every kind whatever they
may be, and to purge oursélves from
unrighteousness, that we may be fit
receptacles for the Holy Ghost and
be prepared tc do the will of God on
earth as it 18 done in heaven. I
know a great- many men object to us
doing this. No matter; with God’s
help we will try to do it; no mat-
ter what the opinions and ideas, the
feelings and “theories of ‘men are.
GGod has laid on us a mission, and in
the name of Israel’s God we
will .. fulfil .it, .and. let . all. Is--
real say Amen. [The congregation
responded aloud, Amen]. We will
what God has

e revealed for the | given us to’ do, no matter what

salvation and exaltation of human- | men’s theories, opinions or ideas .
ity., Hence the Twelve were set| may be.  We sre here, then, for

apart. For what purpose? That
they might introduce the Gospel to
the nations of the earth and preach

the principles of life as they ema-
nate from God. Then the Seventies
also were ordained until we now
have upwards of seventy

that purpose. And we feel that God
is our Heavenly Father; we feel that -
we are His ehildren; we fee]l that
weare doing His work by His assist-
ance, we feel, too, that He is en-
gaged just as much as we are, and a

times | thousand times more, in carrying on

seventy. What is their business? | this work,and therefore we fee] easy
Under the direction of the Twelva, | and satisfled in our minds and know

to preach the Gospel to the nations
of the earth. Are they doing it?
Yes. Have they been doing i?
Yes. And the Twelve? Yes, for
these many, very many years, and

that all is well. God our Heavenly
Father, Jesus the Mediator of the
new covenant, theanclent patriarchs
and prophets and men of God who
have lived upon the earth years and

are still doing it. We still feel the
same regponsibility devolving u

I'he religion that we bave espvus-
ed connects time with eternity, hea-
ven wilh earth, this world with the

and everlasting gos ew indeed

to the peo
lasting so far a8 God is concerned

ly Father, through our Lord Jesus
>hrist. And these men are going

next, and while the Lord has re-|forth bearing precious seeds, even
vealed unto us what is termed a|the seeds of eternal life,
new gospel, it is the everlasting gos- | the people believe the Gospel what do
pel, and hence it is' called ‘the new | they do? Their testimony  to the|rolled into existance or the morning
_ people is that:God has spoken, that |stars sang
ple of the world, but ever- | the Gospel has been restored; they | aceomplish His work and we will

and when

lain what the Gospel 1s; they:

living and dead; for God is interest-
ed in the welfare of all humanity
that has ever lived,
told,. the God of the spiri
ples which have been made known
with reach back into eternity
forward into eternlity.

tions of men, they emansate from
the Almighty. Andinr

pertaining to the past, the present

claim ourselves to bethe founders or

that mow lives, | that the obedient shall receive the
or ithat « ver willlive. He is, we are | Holy Ghost. Do they baptise them?
ts of all| Yes. Do they lay on hands for the

flesh, and He has introduced prinei- | reception of the Holy Ghost? ¥es.

to us for the benefit -of all. The|Ghost? Yes, and |
principles that we are associated | day are my witnesses in relation
and | to these things, and you know what
They are|l say is true. And what will the
not the ideas, the theories or no-| Holy Ghostido? It takes of the things

to the| it brings things past to our remem- | as the bargain for many of us to do

ideas whiech ‘have been developed |

and the future, none of us can|that? ¥es, and it is because of this
rinciple that the Latter-day Saints |

ex

call upon the lé . to repent and
to be baptised in t.ge

for the remissisn of sins, promising

Do the. people receive the Holy
you here to-

of God and shows them unto us;

brance; it leads us into all truth and
shows us things to come. Do it do

 ciated with the Church and King-
dom 'of God, neither was Joseph
Smith,neither was Brigham Young,

isted: all of these things eome from
the lLord. And having proceded
from Him He has 'dictated ' the
Whole matter from first to last. "We
did not receive our ideas from any |
theologian, -from any seientist, from
any man of renown, or of position
in the world, or from any body or’
conclave of religionists, but from
the Almighty, and to Him we are
indebted for al _
all intelligence pertaining to the
past, pertaining to the present, or
pertaining to the future, Therefore
we feel our dependence upon Him.
Neither are we indebted to any man |
for any doetrine that we have re-
ceived, nor for the organization of
our Church, nor for the Holy Priest-
hood, whether it be the Melehesidec
or the Aaronic; all of these proceed
from the Almighty, and if He had
not given them we should have
been as ignorant of them as others
are, for they do not generally com-
prehend the law, the word, the will,
or the design of the Almighty; for
no man knows the things of God
but by the Spirit of God; and if the
Faiber did not reveal them 'we
should be very ignorant indeed, as
are the restL of mankind pertaining
to these matfers. But the time hav-
ing come to Introduce what is term- |
«u the *““dispensation of the fulness
of times,” when God would gather
together all things in one, whether
they be things in heaven or things
on the earth, it became necessary,
because of the ignorance of men, be-
cause thiey did not comprehend God
nor His laws, nor the principles of
eternal truth, that man should be

'f

e

the criginators of any one idea asso- |

neither are any of the T'welve,nor is | Within the vail, whither Christ the
anybody that now exists or has ex- | forerunner is gone, and knowing to-

life, all truth, and | that spirit, their prayers ascend un-.
| learn to place their confidence in

eel as they do; having partaken of
the . Holy Ghost and tasted the
wers of the world to come, and
aving received a hope that enters

day that they are the sons of God
and that they have rights and privi-
leges pertaining not only to time
but to eternity, they feel to aect and
operate under the directions of that
spirit. And being partakers of that
spirit, there is a communication
opened between them and their
neavenly Father through our Lord
Jesus Christ, and being inspired by

‘o the God of the wliole earth; they

Him and to obey His laws; and then
having been baptized into one ba
tism, they all partake of the same
spirit—that is, those who are living
their religion, observing the lawsof
God and keeping His command-
ments, and who have not grieved
the Bpirit of God, whereby they are
sealed to the day of redemption,
Then, that same spirit that brought
them into the Church and léd them
to obey the laws of God, led them to
gather together as we are here to-
day. It 18a false idea entertained
by many very ignorant men that we
gather men together on some kind of
emigration principle. The people
get the priuciple of gathering in
their own hearts by the Spirit of
God and that drawe them here.
There needs no argumen!, no infla-
ence, n0 power of suasion, or any-
thing of the kind to bring them
here. Their desire, when they re-
ceive the Gospal, is to come to Zion.

And why? That they learn
more fully of the laws of A8
the scriptures say—*I will take you

one of acity and two of a family,
and I will bring you to Zien. And

years ago, Adam theé Father of man.
kind, and Noah, another great

us to spread forth that light, that|father, and Abraham the father of
truth, and that intelligence which | the faithful, and all the Prophets,
has emanated from God our Heaven- | Apostles and m

of God who have
lived upon the earth are interested
a8 we are in the welfare of humani-
ty and in seeking  to introduce and
carry out the word and will of God

name of Jesus|

which He designed before the world
rfor joy. God will.

try and help Him. do it. It needs
the oo-operation of all these men -
who have held thisP rliesthood, who

administer in time and in eternity—
it needs th tion «f all those
and of theGeds in the eternal worlds
to assist us in the labors in which

l

we are engageu. Therefore, God
has introduced - the system of
things that we bave been speaking
of Tor ihe purpose of gathering to-
ﬁthgr a people who would listen to

is voice, and . they are the only

{ people on the earth” to-day who will
Hsten

thereto, and then it is as much

it. God expects 1o have a le
who will be men of clean hands and
guru hearts, who withheld their
ands from the receiving of bribes,
who will swerr to their ' wn hoat
and change not, wha will be men of
truth and integrity, of honor and
-vircue, and who will pursue a course
that will be approved by the Gods
in the eternal worlds,and by ull&on '
orable and upright men that ever
did live or that now live, and having
taken oggon. us the profession of
sainth He expects us to
Saints, not in name, not in theory,
but in reality. And then Heex-
pects us to do just what we are do-
ing, that is, to build and
{o preach the Gospel to an unthank-
ful world. . Have we done it? Yes, .
we have. I have done it I have
traveled thousands of miles to
preach this gospel without purse or
scrip, trusting in God. Did I ever

P~ | lack anything? No, Here is Brother

Woodrufl and many other men who
have done just the same thing.
High Priests, Seventies, Elders,and
others have gone forth to the world
bearing the precious prineiples of
eternal life and bhave returned
again, as the Scriptures say, bring-
ing their sheaves with thema, What
are we doing besides? Building our
Temples. What For?” That we may
have places to enter into that are
dedicated to the_God" of the whole
earth, LAUARY H30TLSTL
The world have forgotten that God

is the fountain of all ftruth, the

source of all intelligence, of every-
thing that is calculated fo elevate
and exalt mankind; but we will
give to God all the glory. We are
seeking to build up the Zion of our
God, And shall we accomplish it?
With the help of the Lord we will.
Will we all do right? No, m will
fall by the wayside as theéy have
done; but the work of God "will go
on nn:l'ﬁmm'md increuse, and the
Lord will be with Israel if they will.-

taught of the Almighty, that God

what will you do with them whecu

only cleave to the truth, obey His
liwz au ! keep his commandments,

be ¥




