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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

THE PRESDBYTERIAN MANIFESTO.

——

The Presbyterian church in Utah
Nias issued o manijfestr, It is oot ex-
actly of the kEind of munifestos thal
bave received attentlon in other quar.

ters of late ynare, for these have had
tlie consistency of being directed at the
membere of the Church which lesued
tbem, and to eave instead of \esiroy
This Presbyterizp eflair ia more like a
bull of excommubication, aud that i
ie s “bull” ip anolbher seose will be
qulckly recoegpized by every Lrue
Chbristian. The document je given
io iwill lo a morning  paper,
with the explapationm that 11
1o the report of a com-
mitice and was adopted A pril 6 al the
recent gession of the Utab Presbytery at
Bpanish Fork. Praclicaliy it1z » decree
exermmublicating all  Mormons or
membets of the Chuarch of Jesus
‘Christ ol Latter-day Hainle from Lbe
fellowsbip of Christiape.

The “hull® presents lenm alleged
reeeons for this extiraordiuary course.
Tu ihere it makes cerlain etatements
regntding the Motmon Church, Home
of them are partly true and some are
wholly ustrue. Toere is probably

not upe of them tsat ls siriotly
accurate in 1ts  jull  expressivp,
The oceniog one, lor Juwstance,

sAys *Lhe Mormou C.rurch u cburchee
uil Cbrietiape.”” Uf course there is not
a word of trulb ip that, for the Mor:
‘mone Fecognlze the rignt of a)l men Lo
wor=hip as tbey [leare and Lbe faot
that maoy men bave organized
churcbes of tbeir own; Lbe Mormone
oven comprebend tbut tbe devll bas a
church, apd tbhey do oot altempl lo
meddie with the business of or fulmi-
nate decreea agrinst any ol these. The
Mormon Cburch pDever has *up-
churched?” s Cbristiap; io taot it is
the Chrletlan Cbureh, orgauvized
by tbe sutbority of Christ Himeelf.
As a concluslon to its findinuve, the
document barse tbe Mormon Cburcbh
ftom havipg aoythlng o common
with Chrisliane.

Of courte we expect the Mormons
to survive the abock, If eny there br,
and to reet sucure in Lhe knowledge
tbat God s just and will reward them
for their aliegiance to His wlil—Lbat
He will euve them from the
awful woee of Lbe perdition Lo
which this arrogant, unmetcilul, uo-
coristlan **bull’® would copsign them,
‘alonp wilb tbe millions of jnnocent
cbildren tbat would come withio the
scope of the *‘infant Jamnpution’ doe-
trine but tbat the meroy, justice and
power of QGod are Dot oarrowed to Lbe
views ol eectarian bigote. According
to the reasoning of this *‘cull,?’ Cbrist
Himselt was upcbrletinp; and the
‘Mormons can essily eland being
olassed with HIm—Lhat ia what they
are earnestly seeking,

A GIRL PREDICTS WAR,

Mlle. Couerdon §s tbe pame of &
young girl who al present ie causlug
conoeldetable atir in Paris. She claima
to be in commuuicatlon with the angel

Gabriel and tbere ie, according to all
accounls, such a rush Lo see ber that
the street in front of ber house ie
crowded and a special service of po-
licemen ja needed to keep order,
Herpaychological condition s & puzzle
to physiclanr. Two years ago she com-
menced to foretell with azfonishing
accuracy, it s said, things that were te
befall her friende. But now her divino.
ation, or whatever it is, comprizes
the politica) Geld. 8be prediote the ap-
prosching fall of lbe Bourgenis minis-
try and says a European conflict ls at
hand, lo be followed hy a unlvereal
wrr. Bbe prediets Lbe defest of Eny-
lend, and vays France 1s to be parti-
ttoned apd Patie destroyed by fire.
Naturslly the oploions s8 to her sin-
cetlly are divided. A grest meany be-
lieve tbut in ber ecetatic condilion ebe
repelves correct fmpressions of future
eveonts, while others view her in the
light ot a clever deceiver,

With ragard Lo her predictions of
wal, it te clear encbgh tbat I1bey may
be only an ecbo of the war-bisata thai
bave been sounded I0 every kKey siDce
the lasl German- French outbreak, but
which never have heen more sudlbie
than' ai the precent lime, Blatesmen
tecognize tbe perils of Lthe powition.
@reat Briliain must soonet or Jater Be
forecetd 1o assert her hitberto undie-
turbed enjoymeot of supremacy io
maritime and lodustrlal afieirs, or Jose
it. Russla, in order to retain Ler
power must seek pew flelds lor expac-
giop. Germany s Dot witbout
ambitlon to et up a wotld
empire of her own. KEven without Lhe
aid of visilors from amnother world, it
ts tberefore plain that u catastiophe s
unsvoidable, and it i3 by no meane
lmprohable that France will be one
of lbe ¢cenes of greal suflering and
destrugtion.

The appearance st this time in Parls
of a herald of calamities probably will
remind many readers of bistory o! the
fact that notable national events have
often bean preceded by predictions of
tbhe nature attributed to Mile. Coues.
don. The fall of the ancient capilal
of Judea and ils ocaplure by
tbe Homans 8 a well kpowbp
Instance from anclent history.
The Frepch revolution with all its
hotrors was simlilarly foretold a few
yests before il took place, aud hat by
a person who previously bad lald no
clalm to prophetic gifts. Pbyeicisns
and tbeologiapns may he puzzied over
the psychological condition that en-
ables some Individuaie to receive olear
impressions of evente that tbrow thelr
ghaduws before them, but nuv doubt
there i an explanaiieon easy eoough
to the refiegting mind converssnl Lo
sowe exiont with tbe true nature of
man and his destiny on this eartb, .

THE CIHURCH AND PATRIOTISN.

If the subject dld not Lake a very
serious turn becaues of 1he speclous
manuet in which il §s handled, it
would be quite amuring to observe the

efforte of certain claspes of people
lo establish ap explusive olaim to
A metlcanlsm, ot patriptic support of

tbe United Btates government, for
tbemsel ver, especially agalnst the
Mormons acling in Church capacity.
These efforts bhave recelved connider-
able prominence of lale, and in tbem
has been the uniform assumption that
tbe Cburchb of necessity must be 0D-
patriotic and antagonistie to the inter-
eate of the State. The truth e that, 80
far as tbe Courch of Jesue Christ of
Latter-day Bainle ls concerped, Lbe
very opposite le the fact,

We recall a rematk of Hon. J. N.
Crose, of New York.one of the emi:
gration commlsronerasent Lo Europe by
the Uniled Stutes in 1891, In reterence
to the Latter-uay Sslntes be said: **Ths
Mormon Cbureh {s the moat patriotic of
all churches so far astbe United States
is concerned. It 1s Americanierg in Lhe
fullest sense iD it belter that tne Cob-
atjtution ir a revelation from Q@od, and
that the Uosited States is the land of
Zion where Lhe brautitul gity ls to be
vulit.”* Judwe Crows had made 8
thorough investigntion. apd arrived at
a conclurion wbich every intelllgent
snd brosdminded man would resch on
tbe facte that ex'st,

There has been conslderable said In
this locallty of late about obedience
to the Prie-tbood se being ‘‘contrary
to the genius o! Lbe goversment of
tbe United BStates and apti-seriytu-
ral,” and ‘‘in vlolatlon of the Doctrine
apd Covenants of the Mormon
Cburch,”” Yet witb a atrapge incon-
sistupncy advoeates of thal poseition
guote from the Bible the RBuviot's
leaching that tbe thines of Cze8r
shouid be rendered to Ceesar, and irom
the Deotrine and Covenants regarding
the obllgation of men to earthiy gov-
eroments and te tbeir Maker; and
they add ibat thewe references **deny
the juritdlotlon of Ltbe Priesthood
on anythine but spirttual cobD-
cerns,” The concluslon tbus arrived
al 18 wholly a1 variance with the (acts,
partleulatly wben **spirituul concerns®
are lnterpreted as being apart from
temporal actions.

The doctirire enuneciated by tbe
Savior io Lthe reference. made, and re-
asserted in the Dootrine and Cove-
nants, i un empbatle ¢lajm for the
Priestheod to direct in epiritual and
temporal affeira. Toe Priesthood, a8
we mean It bere, is Lbe autboerity of
Je'us Chriat, exercleed ejther in His
person ot by those whom He has called
1o sot. In tbe worde attributed to
Him in lbe scripture Je sesumes nol
only to direct Lhe people in “apiritual
concetn?,” but to command them
as Lo what they sball do in their rela-
tion to esrthly matterr. On the ooca-
gion relerred to im Judes, He com-
manded the people lo be obedient to
the Jaw then o furce, notwitnstanding
the fact that It wae exceedlogly die-
tasteful to the Jewr, upoo Whom iL was
oppreesive, Tbe Bavior’s sttitude
there. effectually disposes of Lhe claim
thut obedience to the Priesthood is umn-
ecriptural, and e¢etablisbes the con-
trary,

Now as to laler Limes, and the alle.
gustiou that euch cbedlence is contrary
tv the genlus of the United States
rovernment, or to the dvctrinesof the
Church of Jesus Christ Latter-day
Bainte; this allegation ls completely
overturned, so far as the Liatter-
day Saints are concerned, by the Iact
that they recognize that the Conatitu-
tiou of the United Biates ta lnsptred of



