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THE EDITORS COMMENTS

THE presbyterian MANIFESTO

the presbyterian church in utah
hasbaa issued a manifesto it is not ex
acely of the kind of manifestosmani festos that
have received attention toin other quar-
ters of late years for these have bad
the consistency of being directed at the
members of the church which issued
them and to save instead of destroy
this presbyterian affair is more like a
bull of excommunication audand that it
Is a bull in another sense will be
quickly recognized by every true
christian the document is rivengiven
in lullfull in as morning paper
with the explanation that it
toIs the report otof a com-
mittee and was adopted april 6 at the
recent session of the utah presbytery at
spanish fork practically it is a decree
elcexcommunicating all mormonscormons or
members of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saintssainte from the
fellowship ofdt Chrichristiansatlene

the bull 12 presents ten alleged
for thlethis extraordinary course

in these it makes certain statements
regarding the mormon church some
of them are partly true and some are
wholly usiuntruetrue there is probably
not one of themteem that is strictlysiri otly
accurate in itits luilfull expression
the ovening one for instance
says aithe mormon fiurchurchcb
all christian 5 of course there Is notdot
a word of truth in that for the mor
monn recognize the right of all men to
worship as they please and the fact
that many men have organized
churches of their own the mormonscormons
even comprehend that the devil hasbas a
church and they do not attempt to
meddle with the business of or fulmi-
nate decrees against any of these the
mormon church never has slun

a christian in tactfact it is
the christian church organized
by the authority ofat christ himself
As a conclusion to its findingsfindinus the
document bars the mormon church
from having anything in common
with chrisi iana

of course we expect the cormonsmormons
to survive the shock if any there brbe
and to rest sesecurecureinin the knowledge
that god is justfust and will reward them
for their allegiance to his will that
he will save them from the
awful woesboes of the perdition to
which this arrogant unmerciful un-
christian bull would consign them
along with the millions of innocent
children that would come within the
scope of the infant damnation doc-
trine but that the mercy justicejusties and
power of god are not narrowed to the
views of sectsectarianariam bigots according
to the reasoning of this bull 20 christ
himself was unchristian and the
mormonscormons can easily stand being
classed with him that is what they
are earnestly seekseekingtog

A PREDICTS WASWAB

mile Is the namenam of a
youngyouad girl who at present lais ecausing
considerable stir in paris she claims
to be in communication with the angel

gabriel and there it1 according to all
accounts sucheuch a rush to seebee berbar that
the street in front of berbar housebouse Isie
crowded and a special service of po-
licemen Is18 needed to keep order
her psychological condition tois a puzzle

to10 physicians two years ago she com-
menced to foretell with astonishing
accuracy it isin said things that were to
befall her friende butbat nowDOW her divin-
ation or whatever it I1ie comprises
the political field she predictspredict the ap-
proachingproaching fall of the bourgeois minis-
try and says a european conflict laIs at
haddband to be followed by a universal
war she predicts the defeat of bogeng-
land and says prancefrance leis to be parti-
tioned and paris destroyed by fire
naturally the opinions as to herber sin-
cerity are divided A great many be
lieve that in her ecstatic condition aibeab
receives correct impressions of future
events while others view herbar in the
light of a clever deceiver

with regard to herber predictions 010
war it is clear enough that they may
be only an echo of the war blasts that
have been sounded in every key since
the lasteat german french outbreak but
which never have been more audible
than y at the present time statesmen
recognize the perils of theibe position
greatareat britain must sooner or later be
forced to assert herbar hitherto undis-
turbed enjoyment of supremacy in
maritmaritimeline and industrial affairs or lose
it russia in order to retain herber
power must seek new fields lorfor espar
slonsion germany tois not without
ambition to setet up a world
empire dofherof her own even without the
aid of visitorsvii tors from another world it
tois therefore plain that a catastrophe
unavoidable and it lais by no means
improbable that france will berbe one
of the scenes of great suffering and
destruction

the appearance at taale time in paris
of a herald of calamities probably will
remind many readers of history of the
fact that notable national eventsevent have
often been preceded by predictions otof
the nature attributed to mile cousecoues
don the fall of the ancient capital
of judea and its capture by
the romans tola a well known
instance from ancient history
the french revolution with all its
horrors was similarly foretold a few
years before it took place and that by
a person who previously had laid no
claim to prophetic gifts physicians
and theologians waymay be puzzled over
the psychological condition that en-
ables momshome individuals to receive clear
impressions of events that throw their
shadowsshadow before thewthem but no doubt
there is onan explanation easy enough
to the reflecting mind conversant to
someowe extent with the true nature of
man and his destiny on this earth

THE CHURCH ANDall patriotism

if the subject did not take a very
serious turntaro lecause of the specious
wannermanner in which it Is bandiedbandJed it
would be quite amusing to observe the
efforts of certain classes of people
to establish an exclusive claim to
americanism or patrioticpatriotio support of

the united states government tortar
especially against the

mormonscormons actactinginginin church capacity
these efforts have received consider-
able prominence of late and in them
has been the uniform assumption mathat
the church of necessity must be unolk
patriotic and antagonistic to the inter
eats of the state the truth toIs that be80
far as the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints is concerned the
very opposite is the fact

we recall a remark of honHOD J NX
crose of new york one of the emi-
gration

mi
corn sent to europe by

the states i 0 1891 in reference
to the latter jayday saints he said toe
mormon ahu rob is the most patriotic of
all churches so far as the united states
laIs concerned it is americanism in the1116

fullest sense I1ina its belief that the coocon
ailtalit ution Jsis a revelation from god and
thathat the united statesslates is the land of

zion where the beautifulbt city tois to be
boullt jv budke cross hadbad made a0
thorough investigation and arrived i

at
aS COD which every inintelligentnt
and broadminded man would reach on08
the facts that ex at

there has been considerable said in
this locality of late about obedience
to the prie chood as being contrary
to the genius of the govegovernment of
the united statesslates and anti coritta
ral 1 and in violation of the doctrine
auand covenants of the mormon
chchurch 111 1 yet with a strange gooon
oistoncy advocates of that position
quote from the bible the Sav lolsloi
teachingleaching that the things of crshould be rendered to aawar and
the DooLdoctrinerine and covenants regarding
the obligation of men to earthly gov-
ernmentsernments and to their maker and
they add that theseaboa references deny
the jurisdiction of the priesthood
on anything but spiritual
earncorns J the conclusion thus arrived
at is wholly atai variance with the satefacts
particularly whenn spiritual concconcernsersOl
are interpreted as being apart from
temporal actions

therho doot riLe enunciated by the
savior in thehe reference made and reiv
asserassertedteel in the doctrine and cove-
nants is an emphatic claim for tk
priesthood to direct in spiritual and
temporaltemtomiDoral affairs the priesthood as
we mean it here Is the authority of
Jjeusa us cbchristriot exercised either inhoin his
person or by those whom he hashall called
to10 notact lain the words attributed to
him in the scripture he assumes not
only to direct the people in spiritual
concerinacon cerna but to command them
as to whatwhal they shall do in their rete
tion to earthly mattere onoa the deft
sion referred to in judea hicomhe corn
banded the people to be obedient to
the law then in force notwithstanding
the fact thatmat it was exceedingly als

tasteful to the jewe upon wwhombum it was
oppressive the saviors attitude
abrere effectually disposes of ththe0 claim
that obedience to the priesthood laIs unon
scriptural and establishes the con
arary 4

I1

now as to later times and the alle-
gationgationu that such obedience isin doncontrarytray
to the genius of the united statesv
government or to abe doctrines of the
church of jesus christ battor day
sainte thisbis allegation toIs completely
overturned so tarfar as the latterlistnerlistter
day saints are concerned by the tactfact
that they recognize that the
tiou of the united states Isia inspired of


