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THE DESERET WEEKLY.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Fritten for Lhis Paper

THE PROHIBITION PROPOSITION,

Your morning coltemporary has thus
{ar falled ,lo refute any position your
corregpondent bae taken on the guh-
ject of submitting the quest o . uf pro-
hibitlon to the people of Utah, Ib
cocsequence of this lpability it wae
driven to the use of personaliltes and
slang. For its sake I regret such a
¢course, which ought never he inlro-
duced into the discussion of asubject
of public moment.

It conciuded cope of its artioles thus:
¢‘Capnpot the correspondeut hrinyg forla
somelhing rational {p faver of proni-
bitlon?"” The correspondent has done
4hbis, hut be Joes not olaim that be oan
ring forth anylhing that thatjrurnal
will admit to be rational if it be not in
sarmony with ite poliey on the subjeet
in point, ‘Phis may be possible, bot
ithe posaibllity s pol apparent.

The writer bus shown that prc-
hibition is om the side of Lthe
Aamjly and of worality; and

that 1t iz conetitutions), He buw also
.ebown that Utab presents the most
fuvorable fleld 10 America for it es-
tablieshment sndJd perpetustion. Such
welghtly consideratiope as these osn-
not be pliced outeide the pale of ra-
tlonality or brushea sside by sueh flip-
pant expresslgns 8 ‘‘ohop logic,”
whatever that may meac. They con-
atitute reasonable grouods for the
basts of & greatl moral gquestion.

Anp sttempt hus been wmade toshow
that represcotatives of the people are
pot under obligations to confprm to
the underatood desires of their oon-
atituenis unlesa the lalter have glveu
tnem speoifio iostructions, [t 18
diffioult (o see wbal great diftcrence
At weuld make aw to how & represenla-

tive oblaiped an understanding of the} !y Wwould probatly bLe agalnet it.”

wisbhes, on any given subject, of those
by whum be was eleoted vo loog as be
was acqguelnted with "their whl. <L
is a slotuful servant & ho waiteth to be
commanded in all thiogs.”? Toe dele-
gales are the vervanis of tbhe soversign
people.

Wnile on tuie point I snall take the
liberty of quoting from your oot:m-
§uLnry

“The obligations of logislatorsand con-
stitotion framers to 1he people who
elected them form 2m open questiop.
There ia no setiled rule in law or cusiom
©on this Mutter. Some of the vory fore-
most statesmen of this and other counn-
4ries have tuken the poOsition thal they
were chosepn to legisiate for the best iD-
tercsts of the natioBn, according Lo their
own independent judgmeut. They bave
<claimjed ihe right to vote for messuros
svhioh their coaostituents bave disap-
proved.”

Having no desire 1o mierepresent, I
herewith aleo Jntroduce what e intend-
«d a3 a gualifying phrase:

Now, the Herald doee not say whether
they were right or wrong, but merely
oneutions a well known fact.

There your cotemporary,alter telfing
ihat tbe obligations of the **legislatures
and consetliuilon lremers I8 a0 open
qynestion’” aud that some of (hem have
acted in oppo.tion to Lhe wisbes of
4hose who eleoled thiem, gete oo the

let:lca and saye that it merely mentions
a well kpown faot. If the objeot wae
merely to mention a fact, the atafe-
ment could have no logioal place in the
artlole, It cerlainly looks as if men- |
tion wuas made of it that it
might have AoOme weight wilb
the delegates to the Constilution-
al Coovention from the ‘rural
Jdistriots.”” It iato be boped that Lhe
fact ia pot sufficiently ponderous Lo iD-
duce Lhem to aetl conlrary to the undser-
stoor wisheas of their copstiluents oD
the subject of snbmitling to the people
the queslion of prohibition. i

How dn the people of the *‘rurai dis-
triots’’ aud their delezales reiish the
new doolrine, receuntly promuigated
through the press—{but they cano bave
uotbing to do with the regulation of
u#ffaire 10 the larger municipalities of
the Biale, whiob ie the u il of govern-
meDnl?

Uoe of Lbe morning dailies—noot the |
ope herelofore ailuded to—went s0 far
as (o atate the people of Uintab anu
Lron gounties had no more right to say
whut shall be the statur of the ilquor
question in Balt Liake Clity thau nad
toe puople of Colorado. Do the people
of the *‘rural distriets’ endorse this |
view? It is more likely that they will
1ueist that eaoh parto! the State is inter-
esied in every other parl of il. Without
the *‘rural ulstriots’® Balt Liake would
cut a aorry flgure and disappesr by the
dwindiing prooese. The people ot the
enlire Btale have the right tosay what
kind of legislatlon sball prevail over
the whole of it.

The admission of your ojlemporary
of the iaet thal *“jn the rural dietricts u
very large majority of the people
would tavor the probibition projeot,”
bas already heen treated upon. It also
satd: ln tbe larger cilies the major-

Thoat je:

A very large msjority in the ‘*rural
dirtriots®* for; a probable majority in
the larger cities against,

Tbe majority in the larger oities is
only claimed as & probability, and tae
general results upon this basris would
be 8 Lremendous, overwhelming ma-
jority for the *‘prohibitiou project” in
tbe Territory ai{ iasrge, and toat 1is
what is Lhe matier with your Lwo co-
Lemporaries.

BEul the probable mujority ‘“‘in thae
larger oltles’® 1@ an opeu question. The
vote might be elose, but it would be
linble to be on the side of avhriety,
morality, contentment and prosperity,
and consequeDtly of probjhition.

Toe Bait Lake 7ridune was Elnd
envugh to sound » note of warning in
t 1o following worde:

“That our probibition friends may be
all loaded when .the CoDventipD meets,
we beg tolell them that therc is8 po con-
stitutional right of voting; that that Is a
privilege granied by the soversign power
of the stale.”’

That ia all right. Io this couolry,
wbal is the soverelyn power? ‘I'ne
answer is—'be people., That power is
fully present in the Gunveution, Toe
people are there by lbhelr duly selecteu
representatives. Lf there ipany inten-
tivn o convey an idea in the quoted
paragraph toat the suvereign people
neve not a right to provide, by delogs-

tion or otherwise, for ap *expreassion of
tbeir willonany sulject whalever,thers
must he a mistake lu it, Matters bave
pol reachbed that point. It Jsto be
hD.FBu they never will,

he aame shle journsl continued 1ig
warning Lhus:

“That further, there is a great diffar-
ence between voling for an individaal
for ap office, and in voting whether the
property of some otber individuals shaj]
be sequestered. The one is the exerciag
of judgment or of partisan preference,
The other goes direcily to something
whiob, under our form of governmeny
cannot he tampored with by a voter or
all of Ltbe voters combined, and that ig
the inviolability of a contract, oxpressod
or implied.”

Unfortunstely for fthis anboupnge-
meni the welgbtof fuol and law snows
it wuder, In proof of this the ‘*Amerj-
can 8nJ Enpgiisbh Encyolojmila of
Law?? |s here olted. Tnat ziandard
legnl work says;

“Prohibitory liquor laws are constitg-
tional, notwitbstanding their offeot is 1o
repeal or impair obarter righis or anngp]
previous contract obligations.”

Io support of thls suthoritative dee-
laratlon oloe decisivne, the Arst gof
which is Beer Co. ve Mass., 7 U, 8,
95, are clted. JornN NicHoLsoN,

THE MEXICAN MISSION,

COLONIA PAOHECD, Cbhlbuabua,
Mexico, Fehrusry 27, 1895,

We ure called upon Lo ochronicle the
death of apother worlhy veterap
Elder Apdrew Madesn Johpsen
whiob oocurred 8t hida home here Dl;
Supusy, Felbruary 17ih, 1895, st 3.45
p. m. He fiud beon uliing but about A
week and bis dealb Wwns theretore
quite sudden for a mun of his physiga)
viwulity, for he wus one who had
koown very iitle eiokness and though
fu hig 72uu yeur, be was Dearty apg
strong. He was born May 1lih, 1823
in Norway, waa haptized by Em.,',
Bwen Larsen In 1855; emigrated g
Amerioa in 1858; stayeu in the slatey
olaven years awnd came to Ulah fgy
1868 whb hls wlie apnd five childrep
snd settled in Mount Pleasant, Sap.
pete county, where he resided three
years, thew be removed to Riobflaly
devier county, reslding thkere nln;
yeara; and then lo Josepb 'Clty, in the
same oounty,stayiog there three years:
from tbe 1atter place be removed u:
Mancos, slate of Colorade, where Le
lived {wo yearc and then moved to
Mexlico and loonted at Colopia Paoheco
in 1889. Durnnog bie five years’ resj.
denve bere be eatabllshed himeelf ig
the bearts of the brelbren and slaters.
He waz pre-uminently 8 Man of peace
uo doubt the eftect uf the Qospel, for in
biseurly liie be was assgolaled with
the rougbest men aod eiement, having
rollowed & seafurlong life for Muny
years, Ho wus s faltblul member of
the High Priesis’ quotum. Ap agey
widow, five children apd Lwenly-elght
grandobliidren survive bim., The
speakers at Ltbe [Dneral wervicer, which
were beld at the meeting bouse gp
Mooday . the 18th, at 2 pm., were
Biehop Jesee N. Bmith Jr., Eiders
Henry Lunt, Fraoklino Spencer and
Q. B, Cooley.

I am pained to report just bere an-
otber death, the eighi-Year oid daugh-
ter of Elder Jens Jeusen, ex-Bishop ot




