gencral,
and consciencelass vagahonds swho had
cast covetous eyes upon the Mormon pos-
pessions and marked them for their own.
some of the laws thas Congress has been
indnced to pass at the instance of these
politiciane come altogelther too near to
yuthless confiscation to be agreeable read-
ing for disintercsted and patriotic Amer!
can citizens he persecution thus begun
wad ceriain not merel?r to centinne but to
increase a8 the Gentife popnlation of the
Perritory increased, and with it the hostil-
ity of which polygamy was cither the cause
otythe pretext. The Mormon lcaders have
ghown mere worldly good sense and pru-
dence in deciding to surrender the bone of
contention.”

The New York Herald of fhe Tth
insi. discusses the matter editorially,
briefly outlines tlhe action of the
Government az4ingt polygamy, andi
econcludes that

«The official action taken by the Mor-
mon Church yesterdag, rohibiting ‘mir-
riage in violation of the law of the land?
is an event of paramonni importance to
Ttah and of exceptignal intereat to the
nation.

11t iz an unconditional sorrender to the
power of the United States and marks the
en' of a contest that has been long and de-
termined on both sides:”

A fter explaining the provisions of
the anti-““‘Mormon’?laws of Congress,
the Herald adds:

«The copstitutionality of thesc drastic
measures was contested 1 Lhe courts as
determinedly as thelr enactment had been
opposed in Congress and with as little suc-
cess. The Buprems Court of the United
States sustained the power. of the Govern:
ment, which left the Mormon Charch ne
racourse but to submit.

cTnig it has at last donme. It retains its
peculiar faith, butit denonnces plnral mar.
riage. Itthereby purges itaclf of eriminal-
ity and puts iteelf in lne with the law and
popular gentiinent.

“iThis i3 practically the end of polygamy,
and paves the way for the admission of
Ttah ng i State.™

The New York World comments
in this wise on t_he Acrti :les of Faith
re-adopted at the Conference:

vThe Elders of the Mormon Church bave
formulxted and procluimed a new creed. 1t
is rather hazy on the yaoesuon of plural
marriages, but takes a decided new depart-
ure 1n the right direction by recognizing
the supremacy of civil vulers in public
affal)s and declariag in favor of ‘obeyine.
honoring and sustaiming the laws ol the
land.’”

Other journals fall into the same
error as the World has done. The
Articles of Faith are no new ecreed.
They have been held by the Church
for about half a century and were
re-cuuﬁrmed’at the recent General
Conference, The Philadelphia Tele.
graph publishes the Articles in full,
and.says:

starticle 12 is o complete change.from the
old fatth an 1 shows thal they have adapted
themseclves $o circumstances. The politicsl
effect of this in [daho will be great. There
are 11,000 Mormons in that state, and the
Republicuns have been arresting them as
they came up to register, on the test path of
those who tesch and practice polygamy.
According to the new declaration of faith
they can dll now vote. and it is alleﬁcd that
the vote will be solidly demoseratlc.”

All of this shows that the Fele-
graphk i3 pot burdened with infor-
mation about the “Mormon's.”
whether io Utah or it Idaho.

The Milwaukee Wisgonsin has a
better understanding than the more
metropolitan journal in Pennosyl.
wvania. It tells clearly what wns
done at Conference, and says;

*

that is to say, by characterless |

TH‘?.i DESERET WEEKILY.

“The President's anthorily was sustained,
and it wa+ agreed that the Manifesto sheuld
be accepted ns anthoritative and binding
The original artieles of faith of the Mormon
Qhurch were readonted by the eonferosace,
among them the following:

We believe in being subject to kibngs,
presidents, rnlers and magistrates, and in
obeying, honoring and snstaining the law.

Well may the diepatch from Salt Lake
City conveying the intelligence of this ac-
tion pronofnee it ‘the most important atep
take by the Meymon Church for move than
a gnarier of 4 centary.’ If 1t has been taken
in good faith, as {t appears %0 be, and the
reform which it embodies i3 faithfully lived
up to, the vexed ‘Mormon problem’ will be
at an end.”

#“The great body of the American psople
will have no fault to find with Mormondom
when Mormondom obeys the laws of the
land and conforms 1ts marriage eystem to
the reqnirements of morality and modern
civilization The glashing of Gentie and
Mormon interests in the past will soon le
forgotten ; Mormon thritt and sobriety will
be recognized as the virtaes which they
are; and tah the teeming Territory
which has o long by her own soeial per-
verseness stood ountsid: the palg, will be
j{)yfull¥ weltomed into the sisterhood of
Stites. ™

The Rochester, N. Y., Herald,
after speaking of the Declaration,
SAYE

“Phe aged chief of the Mormon Ohurch

spoke with great apparent sincerity as well
g earnestness. ut it is pointed out in

individuat, and not oficia’ly as the holder
of the keys of divine revelation. To be
binding on the Mormon people Woodruff'se
declaration would have to be signed by
him and his ceunselors, a8 3 new dispensa-
tion of the Church. i @ 3

*“This is the opinion of Governor Thomas,
of [Jtah, who, in an interview published in
the San Francisco Caronicle, declared that
the language ol the Woodrull dispatch was
jndefinite, and that ‘it does not come
throngh the nsuii channel.!”

The {ferald ought to know by this
time that the paper it names never
gpeaks the truth, if it ean help it, on
anything that r lates to the ‘‘Mor-
mons.”” Also that Geveraor Thomas
and the 7ribune are twins, in thia
respect at lfeast. P’resident Wood-
ruff did not speak as an individual
but ‘-as President of the Churech of
Jesus Cirist of Latter-day Baints,’?
and the 7ribune koew it was lying
when it said to the contrary., As to
Governor Thomas we will let the
Washington Fosé attend to him. On
the 6th iost. the Post, which has
been prooounced in its sentiments
against polygamy aod the “Mor-
mons,” said of Governor Thomas:

«y1e pegerts 1n a general way that official
sMormonisin on this question ‘deals in eva-
slon, meabingless words, or words of
double meaniong,’ and in false assertions, so
that its awitude respecting polypamy is
deln ive in the last degree.' He adds that,
seven andmitting their statements to be true,
it does not prove that the Church is loyal to
the taw.” If Ly ‘loyalt{l to the [aw’ is meang
the abandonment of the baliet that polyg-
amy is right, then it may be answered thag
1t 18 not within the prerogative of the zivil

ower to enguire into the question of be-

Fiefa. and that in regard to slormonism the
simple duty of the authoritiea in Ftah is to
suppress the practice of plurar marrages
by all legal means.
F "«8o far a8 the statements go, President
Wondruff’s words are explicit enough,
When he declares hig intentions to submit
to the ]aws, and to use all his influence
with the mcmbers of his Church to do like-
wise, there is nothing equivocal in the de-
claration. To make a false declaration to
ihis effect wunld be & confession of weak-
ness, cowardice aud decelt which, whatever
temporary cnd might be served, conld not
fail to react disastrously. Such an act, as all
intelligent Muimons must know, would be
quite a5 mnch a Lolly as a crime."

Op the 8th inat the Pos: recurred

the ~alt Lake Tribune tbat he spoke as an.

H
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to this matter, and we extract the
following from its editorial:

“Says Governor Thomas: ¢ There i3 no rea-
son to believe that any earthly power can exact
Sfrom the church any declaration opposed to
polygamy.”

*Yctb on Sunday last, at the general con-
fercnce in =zlt Lake City, not less than
10,000 persons being prescnt, incinding

| Apostles, Elders, and Bishops, the late
manifesato of President Woodraff, inhtbit-
ing hereafter all marriages 1B violalion of
the polygamy law, was nnanimonsly an-
proved and accepted as anthoritative anmd
binding.

“It would seem from this that if any-
Lody's statements are not t0 be relied on
they are those of Governor Thomas. The
ink 18 hardly dried apon his message he-
fore the church adopts exaetly what he
mtforms ne there was no reason to believe
p{x&t any earthly power could exact from
1L.

“The least the governor can do now by
way of makivg amends for the mein-
formation he has so laboriously dissemi-
nated, ia to give his olfficial sanction ko the
declaration of the conference and thus
kindly permit the utter and permanent
extingnishment of an institution on which
the Federal oflicials in Utah have long
thriven and imxuriated as their principal
stock in trade, e

" Chere’s nothing more 1¢ft*in the Terri-
tory in the way of Ohurch property or
funds for the government to conflscate,
and wilh polygamy at an end, it is to be
hoped that one of the most orderly and in-
dustriors commnnities in  the United
Btutes will be gizen a little rest from Coo-
gressional interference and a fair chance
to ewing into the celumn of free and inde-
pendent Staiehood.””

The Philadelphin Bullelin has
this to say on the questions voicing
the ideas of some other papers and

persous:

“Qo far as the reporis of the proceedings
of the Uonference may be trusted, they do
noY show the Mormens have renmonnced
their belief inihe divine origin and ntility
of polygamy. They simply put on racord
a promisc te obey the laws of gthe United
States which now gevern them in the Terri-
tory of Utah and one of those laws forbids
pinral marriages.” '

Quite a number of journals meet
this un- American objection, but we
have not space for their remarks to-
day. However the aonexed,which
appeared in the 8an Franeisco fz-
aminer on the 13th inst. from the
slashing pen of Ambrose Bierce,suf-
ficiently anmswers the purpose and
with it we will close the subjeet for

today:

“It would be interesting 10 know what
wonld satisfy the dévout and holy men who
Tnn onr newspapers in the intereat of the
angels. In as manly, straightforward and
definitive a waz as it eanld have bheen done,
the Mormons have abjured poiygamy and
promised to obey 1he 1aw; et Lhe reverend
gentlemen mentioned find in this action
provocaiion for new caluniny and fresh in-
sult. It is clear that nothing will ever sate
the bovine rage of these orthodoXen butihe
driving forth of this hirmiess tpc.:);_)m into
the desert agrin, the shooting of their lead -
ers, and he flogging of their women. If
Hiatory ¢ver becoine anything but a hardy
and soulless liar, the cheeks of posterity
will yet hold high noliday 1n that *light ot
other daya.’ the red radiance of incendimy
torches which our fathers bmndu_ahed at
Nauvoo.”

*—

THE TERRITORIAL FAIR.

Oetober 9th the fine art committee
made the following reporl:

SaLT Lake CiTy, Utah,
October 8, 1890,
H. M. Weils, Esq., Supervisor Olass J,
Fine Arts, Utah Exposition:

Dear 8ir—The undersigned commit-
tep on awards in the above named de-
partment, reports the following dis-
tribution of prizes: '




