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General Semi-Annual Conference,

The Bixty-fifth Semi-annual Gen-
eral Conference of the Church of
Jegus Christ of Liatter-day Baints con-

veped in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake
City, at 10 a. m., on Friday, Oel. 5tb,
1894, President Wilford Woodruff pre-
siding.

Conference called to order by Presi-
dent George Q. Canuon,

The following were on the stand:
Of the First Presidency — Wilf rd
Woodruft, George Q. Cannon, Joseph
F, Smith; of the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles — Liorenzo BSnow,
Franklio D.Richards, Brighem Young,
Moses Thatcher, Francis M. Lyman,
John Henry Smith, George Teasdale,
Heber J. Granot, Joon W. Taylor,
Marricer W. Merrill, Abrabam H.
Cannoi ; Patriarch John Bmith; of the
Presivency of the Seventiee—Beymour
B. Young, C. D. Fijelsted, B. H.
Roberis and George Reynelds; of the
Presiding Bishoprie—William B. Pree-
ton, Robert T. Burton aocd Jobn R.
Winuer. There were also a number o!
Presidents of Stakes and other proms
inent Elders from different parts ol
Utah and surrouuding territories anu
Blates.

The choir and congregation sang:

The time is far spent, there is little remain-
1
To pu%liah glad tidings by sea and by land.

The opening prayer was offered by
President Liorenzo Soow.
Binging by the choir:

Praise ye the Lord! My heart shall join
In work so pleasant so divine. ;

PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON

announced that President Wilford
Woodruff had been suffering from a
gevere cold, which bad almost pros-
trated bim for a number of days, He
nad sufficientiy recovered,however,to
be able to attend the Conference,though
his voice was in such a condition that
he would not be able to speak to the
conglegation this morning. President
Cannon referred to the present com-
paratively eatisfactory conditious in
Utab, remarking that the Lord had
wonderfully blessed and preserved
all  those who dwelt in
thege mountain valleys. This was,
indeed, a land favored of the
Lord, one of the most cholce
spote on the whole continent of
Amerioa. In every direction the pro-
tecting hand of God was seen over this
people. In the porthweslern and
sonthern states the Kluers had been ot
late greatly favored and encouraged
in their labors, It should be the aim
of the presidents of stakes to call young
men into the ministry and put upon
them the burden of preaching the true
gospel. In the islande of the seaa
great work was being accomplished
and many were being brought into
the fold of Christ. The speaker inci-
dentally adverted to the successful
labors of the KElders in Australis,
Tasmania, Sweuen and elsewhere, anu
gaid that other fields seemingly remote
and inpenetrable were belng vpened to
the missionaries. Al present the presi-
dents of the Kurcpean and other mis-
slons had been ipstructed not to rush
the people who joined the Chureh out

bere too fast, because many had ar-
rived in Utah before they had become
thoroughly rooted in the faith anu
prepared to meet the vicissitudes
wuich they had necessarily to contend
with on coming to a strange land,
They uid not want people to join the
Church, come out and join the general
body of the SBaints and then apostatize.
Looking over the entire fleld, the
proepects of the Latter-day Saints
were now most encouraging, and God
and the heavenly host were doing their
part in the furtherance of this great
work which our Father had estab-
{ished.

Many other important points were
mentioned and treated upen in Presi-
dent Cannon’s opening discuurse.

ELDER BRIGHAM YOUNG,

of the quorum of the Twelve Apostles,
said it was always a pleasure to him to
hear his brethren bear testimony to
tbe importance of this great latier-
day work, and he trusted that
the words just uttered by President
Canpon would be firmly gealed
upon all our hear(e, He referred to the
responsibilities resting upon the Sainte,
If these were the last days, it the com-
ing of the SBon of Man was nigh at
hand, if the calamities and judgments
of the Almighty were to follow our
testimony to the people, just as the
judgments followed the testimony of
Noab, then it was all-important that
we be upon the watch-tower, All who
sought God earnestly migbt find Him,
it they only prayed to Him with a
pure and undivided heart. The
speaker deprecated the craving of the
people for Juxuries, and said he be-
lleved the Lord had amply provided
for our sustenance in this mountaln
reglon, independent of other places.
Elder Young called upon the Baints
to observe the Word of Wisdom
more steadfastly than heretofore,
hat t heir children, the sncceed-
ing generation, might be healthy
and strong, and eaid we could
not enjoy the peace, inspiration and
Spirit of God If we indulged in those
things which God had commanded we
ghould not uee. When he bheard read
statistica setting forth that more tes,
coffee tobacco, and other articles de-
letericus to health were being used
now than ever before, he wondered
whether the floating population of
Utab, of Balt Liake City, was responsi-
ble in part for such ioncrease. He be-
lieved not. The ark of safety was
vffered to ue; would we not renounce
the things of this world and accept a
place in it? The judgments of God
were increaging and we must be pre-
pared for tohem if we desired to be
saved hereafter.

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F, SMITH

spoke of the numerous ealls from abroad
for more Elders. Occagionally it was
agifficult to meet those demands, al-
though when Elders were called they
were generally willing to go. A few
wighed time to settle up their affairs
and pay their debts. The speaker
deemed a time of stringency suitable
for the settlement of finanecial obliga-
tions and the forming of a resolution

not to get involved sgain. He enumer-
ated different parts of the world from
which calls for Elders had come, and
then dwelt upon the fact that the Word
of Wisdom was associated with
the missionary field, a8 young men
who nused tobacco were mnot in
a condition to go into the world
to preach the Gospel. The neces-
pity of selecting men for this calling
who are honpest, pure apd consistent
wae ipeisteu upon. The financial
benefits of refraining from articles that
are detrimental to health formed a part
of the discourse. The saving would
amount to bundreds of thousavds of
dollare anpually. The speaker made
muany profitable remarks upon the sub-
ject or the Word of Wisdom in its
various features, the benefits of ob-
serving snd the evil results of diere-
garaing it,
The choir sang:

Jegus, I my cross have taken.

Benediction by Patriarch John
Smith.

Afternoon Nession.
. The choir and congregation sang:

How firm afoundation, ye sathts of the Lord,
Is laid fer your faith in His excellent word.
Prayer by Elder John D. T, Mc-
Allister.
Singing by the choin:
Zion Btands with hllls surrounded—
Zion, kept by power divine;

All her foes will be confounded,
Though the world 1n arms combine.

PRESIDENT LORENZO SBNOW,

of the guorum of the Twelve A postles,
was the first speaker. He said that
the remarks made by those who ad-
dressed the congregation at this morn-
ing’s services were full of instruetion
to the Saints and most profitable for
their future guidance. There were
promires made to the Saints
in former days as well a8 in the latter-
daye, by revelation, which were most
precious, and they would all be ful-
fllled in the Lord’s own time., The
Latter-day Baints had many obstacles
to overcome, and thelr /aith would be
tested in many waye. The Lerd had
placed before us incentives of the
grendest character, and these we found
in the revelations of the present day
as well as those of ancient timee. The
speaker then proceeded to explain the
heights of exaltation to which man
could attain by constant and undevi-
ating faithfalness to and progress un-

der the Gospel of Jesus Chrigt.
He showed that such could, in
eternity, become like God, who

is the Father of the intelligences
who inhabit the earth. These matters
were explained in anclent revelations
and God had also revealed them in this
age, he baving had a divine communi-
cation upon this subject to himself.
Elder Snow then dwelt upon the
course necessarily pursued by those
who have this hope in them—to follow
righteousnees always, whether under
the eyes of their fellow-beings or when
beyond their observation., Headduced
reasons in support of what had been
revealed by God upon this greatisubject.
He sassured the Saints that by a course
of faithiulness and self-sacrifice they
would attain to their highest possible
ideals of increase, glory and honor in
the future life,

ELDER FRANOCIS M, LYMAN
of the quorum of the Twelve A postles,



