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the instructions which we have heard
from our brethren this mornmonnmorninging and after-
noon are calculated to benefit every one of
us if wevie have listened attentively and are
disposed to treasure them up in our hearts
but that is the great difficulty with ua as
individuals and as a people we hearrohear so
much good instruction that it is apt to pailpall
uponup0a us like persons who have plentyplent of
foodfb0d they someBomesometimestimestimea eat to satiety and
lose their appetite their food doesdoea not relish
as it did when they were pinched with
hungerhunker and did not havehavo such abundance
I1 do not knowknew that you everover havohave that feel-
ing here in ogden it is a feeling that no
latter day saints should have in arct
there is this peculiarity about the truth aaas
it is preached by the servants of god the
more it is listened to the more it is sought
after and cultivated and the more precious
and sweet is its influence upon the hearts of
those who take this coursegourse but where
there is indifference and formality and
people dont seek aaas brother heber used to
say to dig down to the roots it may in such
casedcases become wearisome and failfall to have
the effect it should have but whenwhon I1 look
at the progress thatthai the brethren and sis-
ters are niakingmaking I1 feel gratified there aredro
times perhaps when I1 feel as others do
that wowe are not making the proprogressress that
we shouldshoula do that we are more careless
and harder in our hearts and less under the
influences otof the holy spirit and the coun-
sels of the servantsof god than wowe should
be this is my feeling sometimes butbat
when I1 look calmicaimicalmly at the saints and con-
sider the many difficulties with which they
havehate to contend and the vast amount of
tradition that hashaa to be uprooted and over-
come I1 am gratified at the progress which
they make and feelfeet comforted in the pros-
pects that are before us and before the
zion of god with which we are connected

it is these traditions that we have to con-
tend with that are so difficult for usns to over-
come that interfere so seriously with the
progress of the people in the things of god
they cling more closely to us than many of
us imaginemagine and it is only when the spirit
of god rests upon us auaanaanaand we realize its
power to a greatgreit extent thidthat becanwe ican

and the of
kudoJUDOaa byaver6rounnounouroun minds and conduct this iais
abeahe6 great obstruction to the teachings of the
elders and to the reception ofand obedience
to counsel and that prevents the people
being united as the heart of one man it
is this which prevents us entering upon
the more perfect order that god has reveal-
ed9 andnd that gives our enemies more power
inin our midst than they otherwise would
have it should be the aimalm of every one of
us to seek as far as possible to put these
things away from us it is our privilegebrivil ege to
have power fromtroa godgodi to have sufficient
faith bestowed upon us through his holy
spirit to overcome these traditions the
writers in the book of mormon in speak-
ing of the vail of darkness that rested upon
the minds of the people alluded to it as a
vallvail which can be rentrear assunder by the ex-
ercise of faith and by the blessing of god
upon his saints there is a vailvall over our
minds in consequence of the Ffaafadallail andornand ourtours
bvmbaingbeing hut as it yveresvere giaglA ththatat from
the presence of god aedan see us but to
HS he is invisible and we can know himhini
chitonly through his holy spirit asaa he re-
veaveliss himself to us from timatime to time inja
consequence of this the advadyadversaryersan hasas
great power over the hearts of the children
of men and it is only by exercising faith
by seeking earnestly for that spirit which
he bestowsbestonsbestows that we are enabled to coun-
teract this darkness and the influence
which satan seeks to exercise over oanour
hearts

I1 rejoice in one fact which god has re-
vealed it comforts my heart when I1 think
of our condition anaand circumstances andoeand of
his kingdom and that is that we live in
the day when according lo100 the words of
the prophets and according to thetho revela-
tions which god has givengivon toustonsto us in this dis-
pensationpensation the power of satan is becoming
iesfeslesss and less and the power of god is to
increase and be made more and more manmani-
fest to the exposing of the works of0 dark-
ness and to the breaking of the yoke which
the enemy of all righteousness seeks to
fasten upon the minds and understandings

i0 of the children of men
I1 ttit tsii a glorious thought for us to reflect

upon that we live in a day and at a time
in aich god has promised to exercise
his power in our behalf when he and
jesus andnd the holy angelsangel and the spirits of
just menined made perfect are all engaged with
us in hastening the great work of redempa
tion and in banishing from the earth the

i power of evil which hasbas so long held it in
thralldom god has given us this pioplopromisemise
andsad iffeif we will labor with the zeal and in-
dustry which should characterize his
saints in tarryingcarrying out his purposes he will

uslis every bablessingessin g tbthatat we nneedeed
andandlaelitelir sivegive us power as I1 have sasaidsaldid to
overcome our traditions to see the things of
goagoo in melrweir true light and to behold the
truth iu billits splendor anda r

there is one re truth thalthat wewet 4have 16
learn brother gloh alluded to it ininI1

his remarks and all the elders allude tolttoll
more or lesiesless when addressing the saints

and that Is that the gospel offers every ad-
vantagevantage to those who obey and are faithful
tpto it god can bestow upon his child-
ren there is no advantage to be gained
outside of this church or outside this gos-
pel there is no blessinblessing that we can seek
lorforbororor desire or that wouldwould be proper for us
to receive under our present circumstances
that we cannat obtain inside the gospel or
inside the truth or that we can obtain out-
side the gospel or by departing from the
servants of god you may let your mindsminda
run if you please overallover allail their is pei tain
ing to the earth and mauimaniman or that will concone

tribute to the happiness of man on the
earth and you can not conceive of any
blessing or advantage that is not within
your reach legitimately ifit youxou pursue the
path god has marked out anaand by abiding
the counsels heile makes known from time
to time

agrestA great many do not comprehend this
and this is one of the traditions that we
have to contend with and it arises from
the lack of faith in our hearts and the un-
belief that we have received from ouroun fore-
fathers and wowe have to contend with it
when counsel is given to us in relation to
our temporal circumstances and other mat-
ers it is frequently the case that we can-
not see any particular advantage in that
counsel it does not strike us favorably
we imagine that some other course would
be better for us to pursue and that by
adopting some other line of policy or con-
ductdact greater advantages would accrue unto
us but we have to learn if we have not
already learned it that obedience a0 coun-
selel is the policy for us to pursue and that
when weprowro indulge in thoughts afanofan opposite
characterharacter we puffersuffer opilourselvesselvessolves to be led as-
traytray by the power of thetho adversary hence
it has become almost proverbial among the
saints that the pathpatu of counsel is the path
of ssafely those who have had years of
experience inla the church have arrived at
thehe conclusion that the path marked out for
us to walk in by those who have authority
to counsel and dictate is invariably the
path of safety to those who adopt it butbat
our traditions interfere with this

you look back over the policy that has
been taught us for the past few rearsyearsrears I1
refer morelnore particularly to this because
having been at home in the midst of the
saints I1 have been more familiar with the
counsels given I1 can cast my eyes back
for that time and see and doudoubtlessatless youyon
canean when you reflect upon t that there
have been many items of counsel given
that tha saints have been reluctant ta opeyobey
or adopt and which lithey hadbad been car-
ried outiouts in the spirit in which they werewece
given would haveve resulted in great advan-
tage to us as a people and doubtless as
individuals I1 will refer to one item that
has been talked about a great deal name-
ly sustaining our enemiesenemhesFes now it seems
that a moments reflection on this point
would satisfy every individual that the
policy foreshadowedforeshadowerforeshadowed in this counsel was
theahe best that could be adopted by a people
surrounded with such circumstances as
those surrounding us but how difficult it
has been to induce the people to carry that
counsel out why it has been so difficult
that in some instances men have actually
run the risk of losing their standing in
the church of jesus christ rather than
forego the gratification of traditions and
desires which seemingly have taken en-
tire possession of them namely to do as
they please in relation to these matters

now as I1 bbavahaveayeave said a comentnoment s reflec-
tion ought toito satisfy overyeverybodybody thacthai athis
is thelruethmhd trueetrue course forlor us to pulpuipursuesaueque that if
we intend to build up therionthe Zionlonion of eod anandd
to become a great people it iais essential
that wewi should concentrate ourour means iain
one channel ahat we should susustainstain those
wwho0 are friendly fo and whose whole
interest igis centered in the cause of zion
and that instead of spending our means in
fostering a power in our midst that is op-
posed to the work of god ivewe should be
willing rather than do this toth forego what
may hoemboern tota be an advantage to us and
evenevea deprive ourselves of comforts and
submit to privation if necessary to carryvarry
out thisthia policy if our minds were not
blinded by tradition we should see at once
that it would be an advantage to us as a
people to put our means in one direction
and not allow ftit to go outside the kingdom
of bod any more than it iais ababsolutelysolsoi ne-
cessarycessary an i that we should never use the
influence which god has given us or the
means which he has bestowed upon us to
foster or maintain anyrny man or anything
that is opposed to hishia cause why the
security that we have here in these moun-
tains depends upon our taking this course
to a very great extent

we are engaged as has been remarked
in a warfare the enemy that we have to
oppose is one that does not relent in the
least degree he does not yield or
show the least sign of mercymerey or even
to give us fair play but continually
shows a disposition to crowd us to the
waliwall andiund take every advantage and to
overwhelm us in every 1possibleisible manner
god has brought us to thist is land he has
given it unto us and has made it a blest
lahdland for our sakes he has sustained us in
a wonderful manner for a great many
years and has given unto uaus the means
whereby wwea could surround ourselves with
those things necessnecessaryafy for our convenience
and comfor t eortor loalon year thethet hasbas
been incel sant on the partof godsr servantsantik
tetoinduce us to become deifdelfselfseif sustaining
Pbeppleea pa he ruway Js completedfeted
we can see inspirit and hushis wis
domdoin in this impelling his servants to

dwelllupon this theme year after
yearear conference after conference and meet-
ingfng after meeting were the saints instructinstructs
ed and continually urged to establish home
manufactures and to develop the resources
which they had in their own midst so that
they might become self sustaining there
was a providence iala this As I1 now view
it I1 can see its force more clearly than overever
althoughalthou I1 always saw the force and neces-
sity of the counsel but now that events
have worked out the results that we see
around us I1 can see the propriety in god
inspiring his servants to give this counsel
so many years ago he could see in his
divine wisdom that a day was coming
when we should be so to speak over-
whelmedwhelmeded or when attempts would be made
to10 oyerOTeroverthrowthrow us and when there would be
a greater necessity apparently than at
that day that we shouldshoula be able to sus-
tain ourselves and to keep our means
within ourselves and not be under the
necessity of fostering those from abroad
whoho might come amongst us to acquire for-
tunesr-i nes from our means and labors for
years has counsel on these subjects been
reiterated in our ears and scarcely a meet-
ingng has been held by the first presidencythethe twelve apostles or any of the elders
of israel in which this subject has not been
prominently dwelt upon the elders ffeelingeeling
riaflain their spirit and in their entire being that
it was essentially important that the latter
day saints should carry out this policy
strictly we can now begin to see if this
counsel had not been given and the saints
had continued to spend their money with
anybody and everybodynomo matter if it
were the greatest enemy of the kingdom of
vodvad what would have been our position
todayto day our enemies would have bebeninbeen in
ouriaun midst numbering hundreds where they
now only number tens and the efforts to
disintegrate the kingdom of god might
have been attended with a degree of sucsue
cess whereas they have been entirely abor-
tiveyou may trace the counsels that have
been given to uaus from the beginning one
step lowingfollowingtoilol another in natural order

one principle leading to an-
other and one important truth engendering
as it were another important truth reveal-
ing it and bringing it more forcibly home
to our minds until finally operationcooperationco
and its necessity have been brought to our
attention and epenforcedforced upon us here
tradition bascomehas come upuplaagaingain and has had
its effect andanait it has required days
and irmay be said years of preaching to
wringbring this principle home to rhethe minds of
the latter saints so that could
seeseo and understand its beauty and propri-
ety and the advantages which would re-
sult from its adoption in our midst if
we had not these traditions to contend
with operationcooperationco would be sustained
with hardly a dissentient we should
grasp the idea at once and beasea beauty in it
weve would say that is a principle I1 can
recognize I1 see its force and its advanta

and I1 am ready to adopt it and carry
it out bagno there are these traditions
there is this unbelief this reluctance on
the part of the people to part with their old
systems and to adopt the principles of the
gospel and the revelations of jesus christ
aas they are given unto us there is that
terrible tradition that has such strong holdbold
of all our minds that the priesthood of god
an atho religion ofJesusChrist have nothing
toldo particularly with temporal matters
it isais tradition almost as old as christian-
ity it has come down to us for genera-
tions and centuries and is fullfulifullyy interwoven
in the hearts minds andnd fefeelingselleil of the

I1 children of men andancl it isig an elceeexceedingly
difficult thing to get them to comcomprehende end
that temporal things aandnd spiritual thingsstare alike in the sight of gogod that there is

I1 no linelino of demarcation between the two
that the religion of jesus christ applies to
one as much as another and comprehendscorn prebends
within its scope temporal equally with
spiritual matters

this has made it difficult to enforce upon
us the necessity ofpractically carrycarnycarryingng out
the principle ofdroafooperationcooperationc 0 11 say
men that isais a temporal matter pertaining
mmerelye Y to the buying and selling of goods
it 1is dotnotot particularly connected with life
and salvation or with eternal glory in the
kingdom of god but there they mistake
I1 look upon that principle though it may
be subordinate in some respects as divine
as coming through revelation and as ne-
cessary in its place as any other principle
that can be mentioned which is connected
with the gospel of jesus christ they are
all alike to me all alike necessary and
divine dicine wisdom has prompted
their practice sand has insinspiredired the servant
of god who presides andant whom god has
chosen to be his mouthpiece in our midst
to reveal them one as much as another
unto us as a people

when behavewe have practiced this principle
long enough and are sufficiently advanced
in it therethelee are other principles now ahead
which we shall be prepared to enter upon
and practice but we must getgot rid of this
tradition that envelopes us and which lies
in our pathway and which is so serious
an obstacle to our progress As fast aass wowe
overcome our traditions there will boother
principles revealed to us and thus I1it will
go on lawlag aftenafter law fandtnA principle after
principle being revealed until wbwe shallshill be
prepreparedared to enteenter into the glory of our
god aridand totio dwell in the presence of god
and lathe lambnauib ji ra

I1 it is18 essentially necessary then in view
atkeso things that we should exercise
faith our minds should beilbellbe drawnrawn out and

ourbur faithfalth exercised i it may be
in the beginning As thetho
said when addressing the
occasion and referring to the word atthe
lord it was like seed planted in the heartmilt
its influence and effect athati first werewe elgeig
very powerfulpo but if it were planted toin 1

the heart by and by it began to germinate
and grow and the possessor of it saidbaid

why it is a good seed I1 feel it growinggrokro lil
and if it were nourished and cherished it
would continue to grow until it to use a8
figureidfigureit would become a great freetree and ifill
the whole man with light knowledge and
wisdom and with the giftsgifta and qualifica-
tions necessary to make him perfect before
the lord our faith may be small in the
beginning but if we cultivate it it will
grow if we do not it will die out noxious
weeds will spring up and choke it but if
we exercise it as we should thetho vailvall of
darkness that separates us from god and
which prevents us comprehending the
things ofhis kingdom will grow thinner
and thinner until we see with great dis-
tinctnesstinetnessness and clearness the purposes of
god our heavenly father and comprehend
them as he designs we should and carry
them out in our jives

this should be our airnaim as a people and
as individuals every day living so near to
god that we shallshallshail have more of Hhisli 6spirit
and power and more of the gifts and en-
dowmentsdow ments of the holy gospel of thothe gonson of
god if we take and continue in chissulkthis
course we shall feel and understand that
we are progressing in the knowledge of
god and in the comprehension of truth
and let me tell you my brethren and asis-
ters if we thus livejive when counsel is given
no matter what it may be or what principle
it may refer to it will be plain and simpsimpler
and as clear unto our minds as the light
we now see and our understandings will
be enlightened by it and we shall see
beauty in it if it be to stop trading withchih
our enemies we will adopt it we shallshail
feelfeela that principle is true it recom-
mendsmen a itself to my understanding tho
spirit of god bears witness to my spirit
that it is true and I1 will adopt it aniland
then after awhile when operationcooperationco isii
taught unto us we will that also in
a like spirit and faith and if our minds are
possessedassessedossessed of the spirit of god we will sayotherethere is light in this principle I1 see its
advantages I1 will sustain att by carrcarryingyink it
put myselfmyseifself and I1 will try and
fluencebenco with my friends and induce themmiafaito do the same that it may become univer-
sally practiced in the midst of thothe saints
it will be this if we live our religion not
onionly with every has re-
vealedveafeedfled but that he may hereafter reveal
we shall know forlor ourselves concerning
taetheethem they will be plain and simple and
in harmony with our feelings there willwiil
be no disturbance bt mind no difdirdifficultylical ty in
carrying them out this killgowill go on under
the leadership ofhim whom godjas chosen
lo10 be our guide and we shall progress step
by stepstop week by week gaining power
knowknowledgeleage influence territory and wealth
until we shall emancipate this land and re-
deem it from the thralldom of sin and from
the power of satan and the kingdom of
satan will recede before the light faith and
powerpowen odtheafthe saints andkingdom of god
this is the work in which we are engaged
it is not a work to occupy our attention
forfon one day andnd then have it diverted froni
itt for but it is the work of our ellien
propreirofro lifetime all that we have to do it isii at
inmission that god haghas givengivea to usU hereherohereonA
bearth we cant be engaged in anythingFmore noblenobie than this work for it is the Mworkoricoriz
of god a work in which he himselfis
engaged a work that occupies the attention
and labors of jesus and every holy apostle
prophet and saint that has ever lived on ahethehe
earth these thinthingsgs are not gained without
exertion they require industry zeal and
attention on our part and whenhen we thus
bestow attention on the work in which we
are occupied why god Is with us angels
around about us thoiho heavens are open to
us the spirit of god is poured out upon us
and our lives are a pleasant flowing stream
ruilfull of peace joyi oy and heaven WafeRwe feel that
behavewe have heaven indeed here below and
wherever we go we carry this holy influence
with uUS and diffuse it around us and thus
the power of satan is weakweakenedenedemed on the
earth and the power of god is increased

there are some of the brethren and sis-
ters

is
doubtless who cannot see these things

inn this light you will hear them vervelvervveryunseTfrequently say 1I cannoeannocannottseesee this cocounsel
I1 cant mulmuicomprehend it it dont strike me
but there is no fault in the counsel they
would by their words reflect on the countcoun-
sel they would convey the idea to those
who listen to them that there Is something
at fault they are but the counsecounselsQs
wrong now it may be given as a rumerate I1
believebellevelelieve to the latter day saints that tain
every such case whether it baananbe man or
womanteoman he or she has got to repent and
seek unto the lord for faith and for the light
of hishia holy spirit to be given unto thernthem

how was it with us when we first heardbeard
the truth ohl how sweet and delightfuldelightfulfal
the sound of the elderseiders voice when hohe
proclaimed that god hadbad spoken from the
heavens that angels had camecomecomo to the earth
again and lhatthetip hoholydowpriesthood wasas
bestowed upon ment how ewhwhenea
he said thattieththatatthethe church was organized
with its adancientclentelent power and purity unaundnd
pristine nuilrallfullnessness that the holy ghost with
its wealth of giftsgilts and blessings had been
bbbestowedstowed upon ment how was atf with
those who 3 prepared or these tidings
when they heard them proclaimed their
hearts burned within them and they were


