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- ' | and that is, that the gospel offers every ad- | dwell?upon this 'theme. Year after | our faith exercised, ' It may be but little
DIsSC 0 U RS kK vant:gz tu'thnsﬂ who obey and are faithful | year, conference after conferenceand meet- | in the beginning., As thaypmphat. Alma
By Elder GEO, Q. CANNON, delivered | to it that God can bestow upon His child- g after meeting were the Saints instruct- | said, when addressing the people on one
. 5 Oad e N ren. There is no advantage to be gained | ed and contin a.uﬁ urged to establish home | occasion, and referring to the word of the
in the Tabernacle, Ogden Cily, Nov. | gutside of this church or outside this gos- | manufactures, to develop the résources | Lord, it was like seed planted in the heart;
13th, 1870. goiiShexe. is 50 blessing that we can seek | which they had in their own midst, so that | its influence and effect af first were not
i ¥ or or desire, or that would be proper for us | they might become self-sustaining. There l very powerful; but if it were planted in

to receive under our present circumstances | was a providence in this. As I now view | the heart, by and by it began to germinate

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS, | that we cannot obtain inside the gospel, or | it I can see its force moreclearly than ever, | and grow and the possesser of it said
i | inside the truth; or that we can obtain out- | allhnngh I always saw the force and neces- | “Why it is a good seed, I feel it growingl”

The instructions which we have heard | side the gnsgi}& or by departing from the | sity of the counsel; but now that events | And if it were nourished and cherished it
from our brethren, this morning and after- | servants of . You may let your minds | have worked out the results that we see | would continue to grow until it, to use a

noon, are calculated to benefit every one of | run, if you please, over all their is peitain- | around us I can see the propriety in God | figure,it would become a great iree, and fill
us, if we have listened attentively and are | ing to the earth and man, or that will con- | inspiring His servants to give this counsel | the whole man with light, knowledge and
disposed to treasure them up in our hearts; | tribute to the happiness of man on the | so many years ag& He could see -in His | wisdom, and with the gifts and qualifica-
but that is the great difficulty with us'as | earth, and you can not conceive of any | divine wisdom t a day was coming | tions necessary to make him perfect before
individuals and as a people. We hear so | blessing or advan that is not within | when we should be, so to speak, over-| the Lord, Our faith may be small in the
miuich good instruction that it is apt to pall | your reach legitimately, if you pursue the | whelmed, or when attempts would be made | beginning, but if we cultivate it, it will
upon us, Jike persons who have plenty of | path God has marked out and abiding | to overthrow us, and when there would be | grow; if we do not it will die nu? noxious
food: they sometimes'eat to satiety and |the counsels He makes koown from time {a ?aﬂter necessity TS ﬂtlz than at | weeds will spring up and ehoke it. But if
lose their appetite, their food does not relish | to time, | that day, that we sho be able to sus- | we exercise it as we should, the wvail of
as it did when they were pineched with A great many do not comprehend this; | tain ourselyes, and to keep our means | darkness that separates us from God, and
hﬂﬂgﬂr and did not ve su abundance. and this is one of the traditions that we Withiﬂ Ourﬂﬂl?ﬂu, and not be under the | which pre*?enta us ‘com l'ﬂhﬂﬂdiﬂg the
I do not know that you ever have that feel- | bave to contend with, and it arises from | necessity of fostering those from abroad | things of His Kingdom, will grow thinner
ing here in Ogden; it is a feeling that no | the lack of faith in our hearts, and the un- | who might come amongst us to acquire for- | and thinner, until we see with greaf dis-
Latter-day ts should have. In afet, | belief that we have réceived from our fore- | funes from our means and labors. For{tinctness and clearness the purposes of
there is this liarity about the truth, as | fathers, And we have to contend with it years has counsel on these subjects been | God our heavenly Father, and comprehend
it is preached by the servants of God,—the | when counsel is given, to us in relation to | reiterated in our ears, and scarcely a meei- | them as He designs we should, and carry
more it is listened to the more it is sought | our temporal circumstances and other mat- 1:;3 has been held by the First Presidency, | them out in our lives,
after and cultivated, and the more precious | ers. Itis frequently the case that we can- | the Twelve Apostles, or any of the Elders | This should be our aim as a people and
and sweet is its influence upon the hearts of | not see any particular advantage in that | of Israel in which this subject bas not been | ag individuals, every day living so near to
those who take this course. But where | counsel; it does not strike us favorably. | prominently dwelt upon, the Elders feeling | God that we shall have more of His spirit
there is indifference and formality, and | We imagine thatsome other course would | in their spirit and in their entire being that | and power, and more of the gifts and en-
people don’t seek, as Brother Heber used to be better for us to pursue; and that by | it was essentially important that the Latter- | dowments of the holy gospel of the Son of
say, to dig down to the roots, it may in such | adopting some other line of policy or con-| day Saints should carry out this policy | God. If we take and continue in this
cases become wearisome and fail to have | duct greater advantages would acerue unto | strictly, We can now begin tosee, if this | course we shall feel and understand that
the efféct it should have, But when I look | us. But we have to learn, if we have not| gounsel had not been given. and the Saints | we are progressing in the knowledge of
at the progress that the brethren and sis- | already learned it, that obedience 0. coun- | had continued to spend their money with | God amf in the cemprehension of truth,
ters are making I feel gratified. There are | el is the policy for us to pursue; and that | anybody and everybody,no matter if it | And let metell you my brethren and sis-
times, perbaps, when I feel as others do,— | when we indulge in tho hts of an opposite | were the greatest enemy of the kingdom of | ters, if we thus live, when counsel is given,
ihat we are not making the progress that | character we sufler ourselves 1o be led as- | God, what would have been our position | no matter what it may be, or what principle
we should do; that we are more careless | lray bietha power of the adversary, Hence | to.day. Our enemies would have been in | it may refer to, it will be plain and simple,
and harder in our hearts and less under the it has come almost prn?ﬂrbml_ﬂﬂlﬂﬂg the our midst numbaring hundreds where thﬁ? and as clear unto our s as the 1
influences ot the Holy Spirit and the coun- | Saints that the patk of counsel is the path | now only number tens; and the efforts to | we now see; and our understandings will
sels of the servants of God than we should | of safety. ‘Those who have had years of | disintegrate the kingdom of God might | be enlightened by it and we shall see
be. This is my feeling sometimes; but | experience in the church have arrived at| have been attended with a degree of suc-| beauty init. Ifit be to stop trading with
when Ilook calmly at the Saints, and con- | theconclusgion that the path marked out for | cess, whereas they have been entirely abor- | our encmies, we will adopt it, We shall
sider the many difficulties with which they | us to walk'in 11:13 those who have authority | tive, feel, “That principle is true; it recom-
have to contend and the vast amount of | to counsel and dietate 'is inyariably theé| <You may trace the counsels that have | mends itself to my understanding; the
tradition that has to be uprooted and over- | path of safety to those who adopt it. But| heen given to us from the beginning, one | spirit of God bears witness to my spirit
come, I am gratified at the progress which | our traditions interfere with this, step following another in natural order at it istrune, and I will adopt it.”” And
they make, and feel comforted in the pros-| You look back over the policy that has | and succession; one principle leading to an- | then, after awhile, when co-operation is
pects that are before us, and before the been taught us for the past few years. I|otherand one importanttruthengendering, | tau ht unto us we will receivethat also in
Zion of God with which we are connected. | refer Mmore particularly to this becanse | aq it were, another important truth, reyeal- a.-llﬁa gpiritand faith; and if our minds are
It is these traditions that we have to con- | having been at home in the midst of the | jng it and bringing it more forcibly home ssessed of the spirit of God we will say,
t

tend with that are so difficult for us to over- | Saints, I have been more familiar with the | t5 our minds; until finally Co-operation | “There islight in this principle; I see its
counsels given. I can cast my eyes back | and its necessity have been brought to our | advantages, I will sustain it by carry it
for that time, and see, and doubtless you | gttention and enforced upon us. Here | putmyself, and I will and exercise in-
can when you reflect upon it, that there | tpadition has come up and bhas bad | fluence with my friends and induce them
have been many items of counsel given | jig effect; and it has required days, weeks, | to do the same, that it may become univer-
that the ._Ba.inm have been reluctant to obey and it may be said years of preaching to | sally practiced in the midst of the Saints,”
or adopt, and which, if they had been car- -bﬂn{nthjs g:mni ple home to the minds of | It will be this, if we live our religion, not
ried out in the spiritin which they were | the Latter-day Saints, so that they could | only with every prineiple that t}oﬁl has re-
given would have resulted in great advan- | gee and understand its beauty and propri- | vealed, but thg He may hereafter reveal.
lﬂgtﬂ us as a people, and doubtless as ﬂg and the advantages which would re- | We shall know for ourselves concerning
individuals, I will refer to one item, that | yqit from its adoption in our midst. If|them: they will be plainand simple an
has been talked about a great deal,—name- | we had not these traditions fo contend | in harmony with our feelings. There will
ly sustaining our enemies. Now it seems | with Co-operation would be sustained | beno disturbance bt mind, no difficulty in
that a moment’'s reflection on this point| with hardly a dissentient. We should | car g them out. This will go on under
would “ﬁﬂz 51 very individual that the | orasp the idea at once, and see beauty in it. | the leadership of him whom God has chosen
policy fo owed im this counsel was | We would say ‘“that is a principle I can | \o be our guide, and we shall progress step
the best that could be adopted by a people | recognize; I see its force and its advanta- | by step, week by week, gaining power,
surrounded Wwith such circumstances as | ges and Iam ready to adopt it and carry | knowledge, influence, territory and wealth
those surrounding us. But how difficult it | it out,” Butno, there are these traditions; | yuntil we shall emancipate this land and re-
has been to induce the people to carry that | there is this unbelief; this reluctance on | deem it from the thraldom of sin and from
counsel out; why it has been so diflicult | the part of the people to part with their old | the power of Satan; and the Kingdom of
that in some instances men have actually | systems and to adopt the principles of the Satan will recede before the light, faith and
run the risk of losing their standing in gospel and the revelations of Jesus Christ, inﬂr ofthe Saints and Kingdom of God.
the church of Jesus Christ rather than | g ¢ are given unto us, There is that | 'This is the work in which we are engaged.
forego the gratification of traditions and | terrible tradition, that has such strong bold | It is not a work to occupy our attention
-desires, which, seemingly, have taken en- | f all our minds,that the Eriaathood of God | for one day and then have it diverted from
tire possession of them—namely to do as | gnd thereligionof JesusChristhavenothing | it for a week; but it is the work of our en-
th;y:plma in relation to these matters. todo particularly with temporal matters. | tire lifetime, all that we have to do. Itisa
0
tion

come, that interfere so seriously with the
g‘rﬂg’rﬂss of the people in the things of God.

hey cling more closely to us than many of
us imagine, and it is only when the spirit
of God rests upon us a we realize its
power {6 a great extent that we can under-
id and comprehend the power of tradi«
n over our minds and conduct, This is
e great obstruction to the teachings of the
elders and to the reception ofand obedience
to counsel; and that prevents the people
bai&unit&d as the heart of ene man. It
is which prevents us entering upon
the more perfect order that God has reveal-
ed, and that gives our enemies more power
in our midst than they otherwise would
have. Itshould be the aim of every oneof
us to seek, as far as possible, to put these
things away from us. It isour privilegeto
have power from God, to have sufficient
faith bestowed upon us through His Holy
Spirit, to overcome these traditions, The
writers in the Book of Mormon, in speak-
ing of the vail of darknessthat rested upon
the minds of the people, alluded to it asa
vail which can be rent assunder by the ex-
ercise of faith and by the blessing of God
upon His Saints, 'There is a vail overour
minds in consequence of the ¥ail, and our
bheing shut, as it were, throngh tbat, from
the presence of God.. He can see us, but to
us He is invisible, and we can know Him
only through His Holy Spirit, as He re-
v Himself to us from time to time. In
consequence of this the adversary has
great power over the hearts of the children
of men; and it is only by exercising faith,
ll?r seeking earnestly for that spirit which

e bestows, that we are enabled to coun-
teract this darkness and the influence
which Satan seeks (o exercise over our
hearts. '

L reﬁgluiue in one fact which God has re-
vealed; it comforts my heart when I think

ow, &8 I-bave said, & moment's reflec- | 1t is a tradition almostas old as Christian- | mission that God has given to us here on
ought to satisfy everybody that this ity. 4t has come down to us for genera- | parth. We can’t be’'engaged in anythin
isthe true course for us o pursue; that if tionsand centuries,and is fully interwoven | more noblethan this work,for it is the wor
we intend to-build up the Zion of Godand |ip the hearts, minds and feelings of the | of God—a work in which He, Himself, is
to become & gmt people, it is essential | children of men, and it is an exceedingly | engaged—a work that occupies the attention
that we should concentraie our means in | qiffjcult thingl to get them to comprehend | and labors of Jesus, and every holy apostle,
one channel; that we should sustain those | that temporal things and spiritual things | prophet and Saint thathas ever lived on the
who ~are friendly to and whose whole | gyg alike in the sight of ; that there is | earth, These things are not gained without
interest is centered in the cause of Zion; | no line of demarcation between the two; | exertion; they require industry, =zeal and
and that instead of spending our means in | that the religion of Jesus Christ applies to | attention on our part; and when we thus
fosteriag a power in our midst thatis op- | one as much as another, and mm&rahﬁn_da bestow atiention on the work in which we
posed to_the work ' of God, we_ should within its scope, temporal equally with | are occupied, why God is with us, angels
Wllllﬂg, rather than do thlﬂ, (o fﬂl’ﬂgﬂ what Epil'it-uﬂl matters. : ‘ around about us the heavens are open to
may seem tobe an advautage to us, and This has madeit difficult to enforce upon | us, the spirit of God is poured out upon us
even deprive ourselves of comforts and | yg the necessity of practically ca: ying out | and uurliivaﬂmu pleasant flowing stream,
submit to privation if necessary to carry | the principle of co-operation, *0,"” say | full of peace, joy and heaven, We feel that
out this policy. If our minds were not | yen ‘that is'a temporal matter, pertaining | we have heaven indeed, here below; and
of our condition and circumstances and of | blinded by tradition we should see at once | pyerely to the buying and ﬂﬂllinf of goods; | wherever we g0 we carry this holy influence
His Kingdom, and that is that we live in | that it would be an advantage to us as a | it jg potf particularly conn with life | with us and diffuse it around us; and thus
the day when, according, to the words of | peeple to put our means in one direction, | and salvation or with eternal glory in the | the power of Satan is weakemed on  the
the prophets, and aceording to the revela- | and not allow it to go outside the kingdom | xingdom of God.” But there they mistake. | earth, and the power of God is increased.
tions which God has given to us in this dis- | of God any more than it is absolutely ne- | T 1o0k u that principle, though it may There are some of the brethren and sis-
ensation, the power of Satan is becomning | cessary; an i that we should never use the | he subordinate in some respects, as divine, | ters, doubtless, who cannot see these things
ess and less, and the power of God is to | influence which God has given us, orthe | o eoming through revelation, and as ne- | in this light. You will hear them ve
increase and be made more and more mani- | means which He has bestowed upon us t0 | saggary in its place as any other principle I frequently say: ‘I canmnot see this counsel,
fest, to the exposing of the works of dark- | foster or maintain any man OI anything | that can be mentioned which is connected | T can’t comprehend it, it don’t strike me;”
ness and to the breaking of the yoke which | that is opposed to His cause. Why, the | with the gospel of Jesus Christ, They are | but there is no fault in the counsel. They
the enemy of all righteousness seeks to | security that we have here in these moun- | g1] alike to me —all alike necessary and | would, by their words, reflecton the coun-
fasten upon the minds and understandings | tains depends upon our taking this course | giyine, Diyine wisdom has prompted | sel; they would convey the idea io those
of the children of men, to a very great extent. | their practice, and has inspired the servant | who listen to them, that there is something
It is a glorious thought for us to reflect | 'We are engaged, as has been remarked, | of God who ]gmidm and whom God has | at fault; they are rigat, but the counsel is
upon that we live in & day and at a time | in a warfare., The enemy that we have 10 | ohosen to be His mouthpiece in our midst, | wrong., Now, it may given as a rule, 1
in which God has promised to exercise [ oppose is one that does not relent in the| s reveal them, one as much as another, | beliave, to the Latter-day Saints, that in
His power in our behalf; when He and | least. degree; he does not yield or|yntousas a people, | every such case, whether it be man or
Jesus and the holy angels &nd the spirits of | show the least sign of mercy or even When we have practiced this principle | woman, he or she has got to repent and
just men made perfect are all engaged with | to give us fair play; but continually | long enough, and are sufficiently advanced | seek untothe Lord for fait and for the light
us in hastening the great work of redemp- | shows a disposition to crowd us to the |, if there are other principles, now ahead, | of His Holy Spirit to be given unto them,
tion, and in banishing from the earth the | wall and take every advantage, and to | which we shall be prepared to enter upon How was it with us, when we firsf heard
power of &vil which has so long held .it in | overwhelm us 1n every ble manner. | an4 practice, But we must get rid of this | the truth? Oh! how sweet and delightful
thral_dom. God has given us this promise, | God has brouzht us 1ot is land; He has | tradition that envelopes us and which lies | the sound of the Elder’s voioce when he
and if we will labor with the zeal and in- | given it unto us and has made it a blest | i our pathway, and which is so serious | proclaimed that God had spoken from the
dustry which should characterize His | jand for our sakes. He hassusiained us in | 4, ghtacle to our progress. As fast as we Eaavana;that angels bad come to the earth
Saints in carrying out His purposes Hewill | a wonderful manner for a great many | gyercome our traditions there will beotber | agaio, and that the holy priesthood was
bestdw upon usevery blessing that we need, | years, and has given unto us the means | oyrineiples revealed to us, and thus it will | bestowed ‘men! How sweet, when
and will give us power, as I have said, to | whereby we could surround ourselves wWith | o5 on law after law and principle after | he said that the c was organized
overcomeour traditions, tosee the things of | those things necessary for our conyenience | pringiple being revealed until we shall be | with its ancient power and purity and
Goa in thér true light, and to bebold the | and comfort. X¥or loag year- the effort has | 7 .o d to enter into the glory of our | pristine fallness; that the Holy Ghost, with
truth in:allits splendor and beauty. . . ;| been incessant on the part of God’s servanis W{l to dwell in the presence of God | its wealth of gitts and blessings, had been
There is one yreat truth that we, have t0 | to induce us to become a self-sustaining | 214 the Lamb,’ * 000 100 ‘0 10| pestowed upon men! How was it with
learn. -Brother Carrington aliuded to it in | people, Now that the railway is completed | "¢ js essentially ‘nece ‘then, in view | those who were prepared for these tidings
his remarks; and all the elders allude toit | we can see G @'s!‘spirit and His wis- | of these things, that we should exercise | when they hea.rda them proclaimed? Their
moreor less when addressing the Saints, | dom in this, impelling His servanis to | faith. Our minds should bedrawn out and | hearts burned within them and they were
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