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this is the method employed A
man in a quiescent state of mind is
laidaid on a board in such a way that
his body exactly balances on a pivot
he is then given a problem to work
out gradually his head begins to
sinksank to the ground weights are
placed on the other end at his feet
until his body balances again and
thus the heft of his thought is ascer-
tained which it is needless to say
is the weight of the extra amount of
blood caused to flow to his brain by
reason of the exercise going on there

the ququestionestion of reaction time is
directly related to methods of teach-
ing the present lecture concerns
itself with that most enigmatical
period in a childs life the period be-
tween eight and twelve years of age
less is really known of it than of any
other period the pupil after the age
of eight ceases in a sense to be a
child yet he is not a youth very
little outward growth marks this
period but there is much activity
development proceeds by involution
the body growsgrows complex and there is
great differentiation of the tissues

this is the best age in which to
teach a foreign language that is if
the natural and only complete method
be followed which is the ear and
mouth or conversational method
psychologically this may be called
the short circuit method and is pe-
culiarlyculi arly adapted to children the long
circuit method that of the eye and
finger in other words the grammar
and written translation
ever be its merits for a later age and
they are doubtful at any age is not
suited for this period of mind growth

from eight to twelve is the golden
age of verbal memory and should be
made use of in giving the child a
complete and accurate vocabulary of
the objects it has come in contact
with it is also an age of great inter-
est in cosmology now is the time to
teach the central facts concerning the
sun moon earth and stars and what-
ever of nanatureafire myth and legend it is
necessary to know in order to interpret
literature

some one has said that if homer
be not read in the original before the
age of fifteen he can never be appreci-
ated the heroic flavor will be gone
if this be a fact and there seems
good reason to believe it the ancient
classics should come earlier in the cur-
riculumri the present tendency is to
put them off till we have but blunt
tools with which to delve into them

if the physical basis of life has not
been respected in the kindergarten
and primary grades the years from
eight to twelve will be characterized
by various diseases eye and ear
troubles are extremely common
chorea or st vitus dance and curva-
ture of the spine are also of frequent
occurrence the latter promises to be
obviated to a great extent by the I1in-
troduction

n
tro of vertical penmanship

teachers should not be in haste to
insist upon the use of the reasoning
faculties there tois still so much to
be learned which is best taken on
trust that we may well wait the na-
tural unfolding of the rational powers
so too care should be taken not to
destroy the of children do
not them life will be-
come prosaic soon enough even if
teachers take no hand in it

by way of illustration take a few
striking objects of nature the moon
for instance from a scientific point
of view it is the deadestdearest of all things
no animal or vegetable life exists
upon it during the twenty eight odd
days and nights which constitutes its
single day the temperature varies be-
tween six or seven hundred degrees
above zero in the sunlight to livefive
hundred degrees in the shade it tois a
worn out planet tooabo to figure

in the imagination even as a grav
yard of what may have been

but to children what object toIs more
full of poetry what object tois so well
adapted to stir the beauty emotions
and awaken the sense of the sublime
Is it not a poor exchange then to
rob the heart of this stimulating ob-
ject in order that we may as we
suppose enrich the head let it
first serve its mission in theahe domain
of feeling it will only too soon reach
the prosaic level of the domain of
fact

the same argument holds true of
the many pretty stories in hishistorytory
such as washington and his hatchet
john smith and pocahontas romulus
and remus and the heroic tale ofat
william tell

the grim fact gathering historian
is no doubt able to shatter all thesethem
dear baubles of childhood and will
have no fear succeed in doing so ere
life becomes utterly prosaic but tuA
the mean while keep him out of the
school room itsas you would keep outott
one who is bent on stealing the food
that is to nourish the heart life of
your children

the following passage from carlyle
sartor chap 10 though not

given in the lecture tois so aptly to jhbaie
point last discussed that I1 take wethe
liberty of quoting it

the man who cannot wonder who
does not habitually wonder and wor-
ship were he president of innumer-
able royal societies and carried the
whole decantMecaniquelue celeste and hecels
philosophy and the epitome of all la-
boratories

la-
esbora toritorieses and observatories

their results in his single head m is
but a pair of spectaclesles behind which
there is no eye let those who have
eyes look through him and then he

be usefulmay
ITthouhou wilt have no mystery andand

mysticismam wilt walk through thy
world by the sunshine of what thou

truth or even by the banhand
lamp of what I1 cancall attorney logic
and explain all account for all or
belbelieveI1 eve nnothing of it I1

nay thou wilt attempt laughter
whoso recognizes the unfathomable
all pervading domaindomain of mystery
which is everywhere under owur feet
and among our hands to whom tn
universe is an oracle and a temple
as wwellell as a kitchen and a cattle
stall he shall be a delirious mystic
to him thou with sniffingng chartcharitychartertr wilt

proffer thy hand kanap

and shriek as one injuredinjured when he
icks his foot through it armer

teufel
doth not thy cow calve doth not

thy bull gender thou thyself wat

thou not born wilt thou not AUMadl
explain me all this or do one ofofteto
things retire into private places with
thy foolish cackle or what were bet
ter give it up and weep no that the
reign of wonder is done and kas
world all embellisheddis and prosaic
but that thou hitherto art a dilbilte te

I1 and sand blind pedant
religion is the centra laci w

life and no educational system Is coin
that neglects the cultivation of

it because of the much vevauntedbuted sep-
aration of church and state american
schools have suffered whwhatat no after
study or incidental religious training
can compensate the time to impress
upon children the central facts of the
spiritual life and mans relation tto
deity and to his fellowman is now
now when the mind isso constituted
as to taletake many things on trust tbthis
is the period of faith and faith is pre
eminently the basis of religion HU the
attribute be neglected now it will not
grow and become the inward monitor
that it should be through life

Atteattempts have frequently been
made to agree upon fundamental prini
cldolesles that could oebe taught alike to
obchildren0wen of all religious W


