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ja4 of the 2 of september A D
AA while I1 was praying unto god and

boring trto exercise laithfaith in the
iouss promisesoro of scripture on a

x auenon a lightfight like that of day only of
ikler purer and more glorious appear

e burst into the room indeed the
c sight was as though the house was

i with consuming fire the appear
produced a shock that affected the

ie body in a moment a personage
d before me with a glory greater
i that with which I1 was already sur
dedd the messenger proclaimed
ahif to be an angel of god sent to
the boyfjoyfulua tidings that the covenant

h god made to ancient israel was
md to be fulfilled that the
work torfor the second coming of the

idahh was speedily to commence
I1 also was told where

9 were deposited somedome plates on

A were en graven an abridgementabridge ment of
records of the ancient prophets that

4

existed on this continent the
elI1 appeared to me three times the
ie night and unfolded the same

0 alterafter having received many
J from0in the angelsangels of god unfolding
majesty and gloy of the events that
md transpire in the last days on the
wilingindofof the of september 1827

angel of the lord delivered the
ttcordsrdseintoto my hands

1 these records were engraven on
antes which had the appearance of

ald each plate was six inches wide
1 eight inches long and not quite so
k anas common tin they were filled

t engravings in egyptian characters
I1 bound together in a volume as the

s otof a book with three rings run-
e through the whole the volume
something near six inches in thick
apart 0of which was sealed the
artersers on the unsealed part were

1 and beautifully engraved the
exhibited many marks of

uda ty in its construction and much
abl in the art of engraving with the

was found a
i which the ancients called arim and

which consisted of two
rutransparentift rent storiesstones set iinn the rim on a

COWbow fastened to a breastplate throughthrong
theb medium of the arim and
I1 translated the record by the gift and
iwo of god

I1 each is mr joseph smiths own ac
f loftt of the sources ironafrom which he
1 lrived the book of mormon and the
Iaftos by which he rendered it into
F boenishBo elish it is not my purposee now to
raleai with the consentsconencontentsts of that curious
F book or bible but to0 note the external

evidence in its favor
I1 the story told above is thoroughly

consistent witwithh itself and in perfect
keeping with the leading doctrines of
the bible no christian can consistently
refuse to credit it-

a it is quite as likely that god
should reveal himself on plates of metal
aonas on tablets of stone to joseph smith
as to moses in america as in western
asia here the plates are described
the stones moses received are nowhere
described here dates are given inin the
bible important and necessary dales are
never given

3 As no one knows what the arim
and was no one can prove
that joseph smiths description and use
of it are incorrect or improbable to
his positive and detailed statement
what can the christian oppose

4 it must be admitted that the world

required a divine revelation in smiths
day quite as much as it ever did and
therefore a compassionate god was as
likely to reveal himself to mr smith as
to mr moses mr isaiah etc

in the next place let us see what
others relate as to mr smiths book
the book of mormon was publishedpublish ed in
1830 here is the testimony of
three witnesses prefixed to the book
of mormon

be it known unto all nations kindreds
tongues and people unto whom this work
shall come that we through the grace of god
the father and our lord jesus christ have
seen the plates which contain this record of the
people of nephi and also of the Lama
their brethren and also of the people of jared
who came from the tower of which hath been
spoken and we also know that they have been
translated by the gift and power of god for
his voice hath declared it unto us wherefore we
know of a surety that the work is true and
we also testify that we have seen the engravings
which are upon the plates and they have been
shown unto us by the power of god and not
of man and we declare with words of sober-
ness that an angel of god came down from
heaven and he brought and laid before our
eyes that we beheld and saw the plates and
the engravings thereon and we know that it is
by the grace of god the father and our lord
Jesus Christ that we beheld and bare record
that these things are true and it is mmarvelousarvelous
in our eyes nevertheless the voice of tthehe lord
commanded us that we should bear record of
it wherefore to be obedient unto the com-
mandmentsmand ments of godbegod we bear testimony of these
things and we know that if we are faithful in
christ we shall rid our garments of the
blood of all men and be found spotless before
the judgment seat of christ and shall dwell
with Him in the heavens and the honor be to
the father and to the son and the holy
ghost which is one god amen
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here is another testimony signed by
eighteight witness

be it known unto all nations kindreds
tongues and people unto whom this work
shall come that joseph smith junr the trans-
lator of this work has shown unto us the plates
of which hath been spoken which havethehave the
appearance of gold and as many of the leaves
as the said smith hathbath translated we did handle
with our hands and we also saw the engrav-
ing thereon all of which has the appearance
of ancient work and of curious workmanship
andthilAnd thisothis we bear record with words of sober-
ness that the said smith has shown unto us lorfor
we have seen and hefted and know of a
surety that the said smith has got the plates of
whwhichich we have spoken and we give our
namnameses unto the world to witness unto the world
that which we have seen and we lie not god
bearing witness of it
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I1 ask what would the jew or the
christian not give to have his bible at-
tested in the above manner of course
the impartial sceptic attaches no im-
portance whatever to religious testimony
or to testimony or to

testimony we know the
value of such evidence too well to be
imposed upon by it but what can the

the words heft and hefted were common
in england in my early days though not in
classical writings they are iromfrom the same
root as to heave heavy etc and mean to lift
lifted with the implication of mentally weigh-
ing

christians say his bible has no at-
testation whatsoever and its parts will i

not bear honest investigation or such
investigation as the christian brings to
bear upon the book of mormon

but here we find a number of men as
illiterate as jesus and his disciples who
produce and publish a wonderful book
the publication of which is followed by
cruel persecution against smith and his
friends and the most astounding social
and commercial development of our
century this is not a tale of past ages
the records of which have gone through
many vicissitudes and were written we
know not when where or by whom but
a contemporary development men are
yet living who were born before joseph
smith scores possibly still live who re-
member him his work aud that of his
followers remain in full litelife and vigor inin
etabutah and the mormon missionaires are
in many lands

in a lecture by elder james H ander
son we are informed that the first three
witnesses quoted above alterafterwardswards left
the latter day saints but nothing
could induce anem to change their state-
ment it was true and they knew it s

david whitmer died at richmond
missouri january 1888 when on his
deathbeddeath bed he called his family and
friends around him and made to them a
solemn declaration that he knew thetee
book of mormon and his testimonyfony
thereto to be true this witness trever
returned to the latter day church but
still persisted to the lostlast it seems in
hisbis testimony the other eight
witnesses remained to the last firm and
unfaltering in their testimony religious
systems of the world and ed lon-
don swan and

I1 need not prolong my remarks I1
am no friend to mormonism except in
so far as it isis a system of industry and
progress but I1 submit the book of
of mormon is the best attested bible inthe world that the jewish christian
bible has no evidence aallat all in compari-
son with it JOSEPH SYKES

A SILVER ADDRESS

DENVER colocolot july 20 senator
teller and six of hisbis associates who
left the national republican conven-
tion

ven
eions thisthia evening mada public anall ad-
dress to the silver republicansrepublican of thecountry setting forth their view of theilbe
situation the silver republican ooncan
gressmen and senators have been in
conference at manitou for several dayover their statement in addition to
those theabe andrew senator
pettigrew of southsou til dakota andsou sena-
tor cannon of utan are declared to be
in sympathy itsit although senatorbenator
cautioncannon was not present at ahe ooncon

to business engagementengagementsengage menta
in bostonboiton

the address to asaa f
we deem it fitting that we who

have heretofore affiliated with the na-
tional party and who have
rejected the financial plank of theplatform adopted at st louis and re-
fused to support the nominees of theconvectionconver tion should state our position
in ttete presidential campaign and give
briefly our reasons in support thereofwhen certain delegateddelegatea to the na-
tional republican convention reindl
acted the finkfinancialnoial plank of the plat-
form and withdrew from theabe conven
lion we determined that we would
give our support to ucbsuch candidatescandidate ats


