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ELDERS ABROAD.

The complaint has bLeen freguently
made that Kiders retarning from mis
sions, and newly arrived immigranis
frot {hie Old World, fail to cerrespond
with friends in the old couuntries.
This i8 no doubt well grouunded. But
there are two sides to this question,
and the other side Lias been presented
inthese eolumns hy correspondents.
They claimy that they write snd get ne
replies, and In answer to the Elders in
England who charge this neglect, they
retort that there Elders usually owmit to
send their comamunications with a suf-
ficient addresa.

D.ubtless there is eccasion for com-
plaint on both sides. Mapy pecple who
gettle in Utal, or rveiurn from visits a-
bread, become so engrossed with their
own affiuira here; lhat they fall to com-
nuinicate with distant (riends, nnd to
send abroad information that would
do good to those who receive it and to
the work whichh we all desire to see
protected. Aud there is sotme neglect
too, on the part of ihe people abroad, in
responding to favors received fromUtah.
Also Elders writing here head thelr
letters I.ondon, Glasgow, Bellast or
some other town, and omit to give their
full address. There i3 room for im-
provement in all these cases.

We are frequently overwhelmed
with lettera asking for the post office
address of Xiders aLroad, pariicularly
in England. We wish {o say that we
do unot and cannot keep track of their
travels. But letters addressed to any
Elder in the Britisli misslon, if rent to
the Millennicl Star office, 4% Islington,
Liverpool, will be duly forwarded.
But if missionaries, or people on a for-
eign tour, would send to friends here
thelr proper addresses, it would save a
great deul of trouble and much needless
aunoyance, o

DEATH'S WORK AMONG THE GREAT.

Tite phenomenal mortatity among
those who have figured prominently in
the hietery of this conntry, ean scarce
Jy have escaped the attention of the
thoughtful observer oi current events.
If it be true that ““death loves a shin-
ing mark,*? the "griim monster has had
a revel in high ranks during.the pnst
few weeks. Without carefully investi-
gating the record, we veuture the opin-
ion that in this particular the first
few weeks of 15881 oul-rivals the his-
toty of the isfancy of any preceding
year since the establishment of the
nation. I8 pot ihis n sign of the
times?

1o the passing away of the great and
good—defenders of truth-and liherty—
the nation has sonnd reasou for regret,

bat not from mere sympathy for the
families of those wlioaresnatched away
‘o the splicre beyond. Those who stand
head and shoulders above the mnsses,
intellectually and morally, are none
too meny. We do not mean the mat-
ter of intellectuality as it stands alone,
but in combiuation with iuoral adher-
cuce to truth. Those in whomi the
combination exists and who have the
force of character suflicient to make
their preseuce felt in the midst of the
people constitute the lights of a nation.
When they pwes to the great beyoud,
their illnminatiog power. being trans.
posed, is removed from view. When
an unusual number of them are talken
off, the loss must be more or less
strongly felt nnless new lights arlse to
fill their places.

The 10fiuite God makes use of men,
according lo their capacities and dis-
positions, as His executives to hold
humanity nt large in some degree of
balance, This is done withont impalr-
iug the free agency of the individnal
who tenches after truth and right and
the distribution of their benefits. His
eflorts being in unison with the Iivine
will, thess endeavors toward the good
and tine are seconded by the jnspira-
tion of the Bpivit of trath.

Some nre raised upand used, per-
haps unkuown to themselves, to work
in line with the diviue purpose. Some
of this class have, however, had and
expressed a8  deep-zeated impres-
sion that they were tmen of ‘“destiny.*
Others—the prophets—are expressly
and persounlly ealled of God to perform
special work in the developmentof
humanity. They are the chief inustru-
ments of divinity, becanse God speaks
directly through them to the people,
Hence their relations with the Omni-
potent source of truth are closer than
those possessed by any other class.
But when truth js exhibited aod its
potency exemplified, it 18 thie same

power operaling wherever openingsl

and suitable instruments are found.
There nre different viewa of good-
ness, With rome people to be good is
simply to be harmless, SBuch virtue,
however excellent as far as it goes, is
but nominal or negative goodoess. In
ite full sense, goodness must be pro-
doctive. It must sow of its kind and
the labor result in a harvest. Good-
pess apart from acltion which leads to
productlivity, is of no reformatory
force, being latent within its possessor,
except 0 far as relates to the fruits of

personal example. That exarmple
should, however, extend to the domain
of aclivity that the resnlis may be
broad and deep. It iz men of action
only who are the effectire jnsiruments
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spatched away from the ranks of hu-
maanily. '

It showsan excellent trail in a nation
to exhibit marks of respeet to the mew -
ory of its leading spirits who have
done good service lo tlie people, when
they depart to the otiwer life. On Llhe
other hand it is nnutterably Jdisgusting
‘to witness exhibitions of a slmilar
character toward those whoae only title
to the consideration of humanity has
been the amassing of inordinate wealth
and using it for seclfish gratification,
The evil of the concentration of the
wealth of the nation in a few hnuds is
bad cnongh, but the adulation whiclvis
often given to the hoarders, ou the
simple basis of their accumulations, is
still worse, as it stops uot an inch short
of popular worship of the goldeu calf.

If, however, the respect shown 13 be-
cause its ohject has used his abilities to
obinin the means of doing rood to
others, and has conferred on his fellow
creatures the bLenefits it was in his
power to bestow, it is wi 1l enough, Un-
lese coucentrated avealth is thus used
there is no merit attacning lo it pos-
sesspr, as mouey catilot by any means
be Intrinsicatly transformed into a sub-
stitute cither for intellizeuce or mor-
ality. Iuthe hands of these two con-
ditions, however, it can be mr~de a
poteut factor for amcliorating the con-
dition of the more miserable section of
humanity.

The- year is yet in its swaddling
clothies, but has already presciled
some str.king pliases, among which
may be poted the departure from the
scenes of humau action of an unusually
large unmber of leading spirits of our
nation, What the balance of it will
bring forth will soon be unfclded.

——

IF NOT WHY NOT?

T paper which has been ineislin

on and plotting for the .disfranchisc-
ment of mounngagons “Mormon’? ¢ili-
zens because they do nof, in its vlew,
regard the auti-polygamy laws as
essential to morality, this morning
speaks of lhe actfor the demonitization
of silver as'‘an {ufamous law,’andsay,
‘“‘a guffering people cry oulto have thiag
wrong undone.”” It also speaks of the
law as ‘‘the original steal.”?

Now will uot the same logic by
wlich the conclusion 1s reached that
citizens are disloyal and ought to be
disfranchised whe do not view one act
of Congress as essential lo moralily,
prove with equal reason that-those
writers ought to Le disfranchised who
denounce anotheract of Cougress asan

infamous law??* If not, why not?
It is generally conceded that all any

inthe Dlvine hand, and it is tiiat class | law requires of the citizen is obedience.
whose loss is felt when they are! Ifle conforms to the law he is entitled



