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THE BOER ARMIES.
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has been £x-

or {le gurprise
: the fact that the
y beor able to make

stand against

n ¢ Live
: {he resl preparations
- ‘ : ' vl has been making
y; ‘, \ ir¢ had been more
' v know the outcome would
rglas n so unexpected.  When
- ’ White, the aceredited
xe '“.. { the Transvaal in the
o eented recently stated that
b r'l]‘ aw that war was jrres
nd that the little republie
Lokt | start making prep-
PR O ¢ (he etruggle, he was simply
Bkt overy Intelligent Trans-
e v oo well aware of, Five
e wave ago the South African Re-
- ng up it4 sleeves, In
P petand the actual condi-
' § necessary to know
By tary forces of Oom
I"A ‘1 organiged and op-
gale . ;
- 1 walking Incongrulty.
T § t him seems an incon-
;, H 1 never ending enigma,
e nave been called a pas-
1,' | They have been sneering-
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rred t “the burghers of the
L 1 unsophisticated,
’ idividuals who hate English-
) *¥oap and love thelr homes and
L, - ’v # only one glde of the
Doy BAL the other slde {8 Great
S b been learning. John
. s , Ways gone to Very expensive
: A ial, he 18 today paying
P e ttle object lesson on
. ? A He imagined that
b4, embodied all the
. : Cdark ages” was
e '.\1; ey " . N armed resist-
04 g g1 riain did not dream
% 2 o L man In Chinese gog-
‘s homespun would ever
o e 1 fat paw (n the face
02 not 7.0 cmpire, Lord Wolgeley
- , oment imagine that a
) . I.- . ] w".;nu." ambushed be-
o £ “theval de frige"” of
P K would ever dare
% 4 ! redeoats of the om-
B at Windsor,”

8 a4 ! il thing original atout

Bued 15 o o FAme thing had hap-
W Fox oo Pyed: ! Pt and Burke
N hae th s i¥ has aften been
tig ¢y “ ; ! repeating itself

Mople. 14 1 g }iw Er8 are a bucolic
Risticy 1, thal they are unso-

&1 1) nd herdsmen and
%l one 1on is far frem an
orld, oy at JE no nation in the
—— L that, In propor-
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SN that e PUthority for the
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T ‘it of war are
b T official censorship,

&
a1 two
tay % Wtimgy "0 rules, One rule is

) tion to population, hag & more effective

| war organization and a more powerful
|

| armed force It Is the most charac-
tepistically military country in ex)st-
In fuct Joer in the Trans-
vaal I8 a member of the littie state's
[ standing fghting force, Every home in
| the South African Republic I8 an ar-

genal. KEvery. farmhouse s a1 commis-
| sarlat department. Every burgher of
| the veldt is a trained soldler.

There are speclal  elrcumstances
which have brought about this pecullar
condition of affalrs. Compulsory serv-
fee without any compulsion about It Is
the keynote of the Boers' military or-
ganization, When you are born a Boer,

| you are born a fighter, Every son of the
veldt, whether he firgt see the light on
' the Vaal or the Orange, {8 passionately

enece, every

devoted to his country and eternally
ready to fight for its lberty. So the
Transvaal is alwvays a natlon in arms,
vet without a standing army, At the
age of 16 every muale recognizing Oom
Paul as president becomes a member of
this citlzeng' army. There he remainsg
until he has passed his sixtieth year.
No laws are required to hold him to it
After the first bugle call, in fact, a
yoke of oxen could not drag him from
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]l-'v'l:r"h( to leaven the bucolle Transvaal
lump, It ig the leader of these regulars
who during actual war assumes com-
mand of the entire Boer army, Thirty.
two officers under him, each one
of whom I8 suppesed to be

BETV

capable of

commanding a regiment, Under these,
aguin, are S0 subofficers, training for
service as eaptains and ligutenants, The

| remaining 200 privates in the regular
'rAanks can be transformed, when neces-
sary, 1 and cors
mamn

Into edicient sorgeants
porals. Could an ethelent
| tained and operated along simpler and
more primitive Hnes than th
|  The commander the
| who is, of course, General Joubert, res
It‘-‘l\w i yearly salary of $12.000
]‘llllfn band of officers are equally well
In fact, few a¢ the officers of the
are, they are better pald
[ than the army leaders of the great Fu-
ropean powers. To serve in the state
artillery is a great distinetion, for only
the most intelligent and physicaily fa-

army I

artillerists,

paid.

| Transvaal

vored Boers are admitted to this small
compeny. The commandant general at
Protoria 1s under the Immediate juris-
diction of the volksraasd and the pres-

|
to declare war and dirvect Its conduct,
The republic is al divided Into 17
digtricte, with a commandant In con-
trol of each, Under the old Bouth Af-
rican burgher law
times of emergency has the
through his district and “commandeer”
every man able to bear arms

Hig

ident, who have, of course, the power

each commandant In
right to go

These

“COMMANDO
or

~ T Boers

the front, These robust African Dutch-
men mature early and thelr
physical prowess and hardihood to a
ripe old age. They do not jearn “the
goose step” in any regimental awkward
squad when they enlist in the service
of their country, nor are they suppliad
with srms and ammunition by thelr
govornment, for every Boer, in a way,
is his own general.

In fact, Boer army and his or-
ganization are unique In the history of
the world. According to the Roers'
own gtatisties, which have always been
doctored up for the benefit of Europe,
the men in the Transvaal Hatle to mil-
itary service are only 26,000, The war
now going on has shown how casy it is
to more than double this misleading
estimate.

Btrictly speaking, the only official and
recognized standing army In the Boa
republic is made up of Kruger's “State
Artillery,” which, as a matter of fact,
containg only 400 men, These men are
in the regular pay of the state, and
outside of the special police who are
detalled to preserve peace and order
during extraordinary occaslons are the
only men pald by the Transvaal gov-
ernment for military service. These
special policemen number almost 2,000

retain

the

{ ulare, are drilled with a view to fur-
| nish

" of deaths In the fleld

gen.
The artilleriets, being the anly reg-

officers and Instructors for the
general citizens' army, a sort of military

y\'n!lunn districts are again split

charge of field cornets and
field ecornets, and as soon as
neral issues his or-

divigions In
assistant
the commandant g

der for the mobilization of the volun- |

teer army the commandante, the ns-
sistant commandants and the field cor-
nets go hurriedly on horseback from

house (o house and hurgher to burgher
When the veldt farmer recelyves his
citll, he takes down his own gun, he
brings out his own horse, supplies his
own ammunition, provisions himself
with his own biltong, dried buck or
beef, and hastens on horseback to the
| meeting place for that particular die-
trict. When all the burghers of a dls-
trict have gathered together, the foree
procecds to an adjoining distriet, and
g0 on untll the appointed army divisions
have been made up. So beautifully
simple and efficacious g this little sys-
temn that within 48 hours after a call
has been issued by the commandant
general four army divisions, consisting
of all the ablebodied men in the re-
publie, are able to be mobilized on the

| outskirts of Pretorla or In any other |

| glven part of the state,

When the men are called from thelr
farms and herdings, the Transvaal woe-
men and children always take up the
task of carrying on the home work,
When necessary, too, thete gmme wo-
men and children are willing enough
to take up a rifle themselves and stand
gide by side with fathers and brothers

SOUTH AFRICA.

ghall be allowed to pass until such
deaths have been announced by the au-
thorities, The other strictly forbids the
cabling of any irformation regarding
the movements of troops.

One of the most daring dispateh rid-
ers In the Transvaal war is Mr. W,
Cummings, on whose head the Boers

glon thiz Intrepld rider crept for nearly
30 miles on his hands and knees with
dispatehes through a part of the coun-
try swarming with the enemy and suc-
cesefully reached his destination,

The wound Infiicted by a Mauser bul-
let, the missile mostly used by Boers, is
quite cireviar and much smaller than
the end of a laad pencil. When a man
Is hit by one of these bullets, he feels

have set a price of §1,500. On one wCoa-
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yger, Waned Tears Ago of the Coming o
| oressible Conflict,” Left-No otone Unturned fo

)Y OR the pLaty riillery the l ! v i
ter the eivil service, remaini: unde: "
| the flag as reserves, [or time £ lying forth I p Polter
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| After three y

LEFT,

As the Free Stater, e I \ ! ' i ‘
and hushands in the protection of thelr { stand a f month ge and || ill but horn h ; ' : g
homes and lives, hive plenty of good beef in it : hand, as he | racial y ' v ‘ x
When the call to arms comes, there {8 | ipal refrigerat ' 11 nit : ‘u 3
absolute obedlence from every man, | In Johant irg  th P ! et B ;
| Cusés of insubordination are unheard | have beey lequate, T y the 1ra ' ] :
‘:-f No falge alarms ure ever sent out Vi N t ffect { '
0 when the alarm does come the Hoer | unted o m | ' Hitherto it 1} I : ¥
knows that it means busing and reads« | haif n he bu { nglish !
{ly ‘submits to the inevit th Ky and eomn " " nd | Kk i o ‘ 0F
The Boer soldler wears no unlform. |1 horhood with " Ay 3 t ] ha "“
There I8 nothing martial in his appear~ | ¥ strong fort ! four { t taln kne '
tance, In place of side arms he earries th ity oy { il He | no g [ !
v hatechet or ax or hammer or gome oth- | way and { proach 1o the t cont 1 gl i ]
er tool with which he Is most famillar. | When the Boer 1 n marketing for I goul enth
Those DBoers who for s it extraordis ur | h 14! L H nrage wilth wi !
nary reason do pot pose tifles are | uld { ¥ and & Iy res led to hi
supplied with arpw and ammunition by ! n n ¥ p t 1! ! n i and !
the fleld cornet of the distriot, All vi untry hs v of D } h uek in the f e L
unteers bring one or miet £ twao (] pen potl t | of being 1 v
hot There are no | row n fact the only | th Af ! tis 1 1
ns because the veldt the f t under § h ju ! ! i il
There are no baggage t ! y 1 to ! !
most of the Boer's f n his nitions All t ! I ¥ {
it pocket, There no war che tthor ‘ 1 | !
because the Dburgher keeps his o ) { !
arms and unmunition. The 4 od |t foerk ). \ I un s fia
troops are drilled by tl et as | } ! t ! Y “Tt e ol
he may. No comp!i movetents | at 1 1 | iy
ind evolutions are for th TR ip against t) 1 I ! ‘
Boer must always fight | ! ] | o f: L A | ! { mar y n the
But during the last | i r gots 1 1 i y ! t the
change has beon taking hich t} I } ! tant
Transvaal. Ever sinc t { ] ti i i {
over Rhodes' “apple that | t f I 1
that i1 fated rald of h British art § $ot s
republic both the burg in cing 1 \ \ ’ .
lander have redlized that a penceful ng Al named 1 I | "
golutlon of the len standing dif Act | b t n
ences hetween the two peoples was Im 1 ar il rapid i ! by no n
posgibly For -years 1 arcloud n. Rach § h o1 1 | ! i
have been hanging ominously over the 'row of sights, und t m um J LM
T when | t next
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t ned th p# his foot
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_ | they are 1 ar, fl, 1 pend- | 0 POTASE : it diiblppg i
l ent on th mifsu \ | it 9 victoria to
| Boet con could . 0 the goary \
™ fol iy ) {1 ! Y ty R the words
\seiplined in the Br o | arn s kis the hilt of
14 : that ‘ “ ! rd, He and his men Keep thelr
s of vartd Is Teatning tror tations unt!l the yeoman porter has
the Boer. WILSON G. LOWELL bed ® crosn the parade and
- slted the keys in the lieutenant's
, HE RODE IN A STREET CAR. dhor o g ooy l\ i
Dty 18 Do tolne the rounds of St | UL Even within the walls any one
/ bttt A s : sl tirr must be furnished with the
untersign
\ "‘|"' ' ' .‘1:"}11' l“: ! . : i' [T re i need of all reasonable eau-
s Saaliat Bis siliny i tion, although, happily, there Y oW
v §n uniform. In hot haste he | 1° fUte prisonsrs o guard and kesp
T ias el . \ n th i aud “lodgir ;'k
: A vel nt portal wealth
publ Clreumstances had done | elevation of 20 degrees the range Is fracks, informed™ I : i ficient to make up the proverbial
h to keep the Boer prepared. Con- | elght K ters, or about 8700 yards were fu | vking's ransom"~namely. the regalia.
ant conflict with wild and ruthless | Thr s of sl an be used, the | An inzuit the w the un- | =~ i
bila ribes, prepat n against an un- | case $ t ( n sl and th 1gpectin itenant s né ‘
f‘tkf‘,;‘, :.'." o ‘\"‘h'.: ,ﬂ'l" _”'f“‘“‘ e briia latte: g e e : ' DON'T LIKE IMPERIAL OFFICERS,
the biiter memory of other Gays had | ¢34 ) ’ = 4 he péakd tn brief ¢ } 1 tha In Australla and Canada the enthus
nade the Boer o born fighter, The real | and t! 1l directior ,' n oficer wl i ! goba it b g dise:
I 1l wa that 1 Iy a8 such s Yy meat | | zle | t 1 riding I v . ,” t dam) 1 by the PO
| thiz looked. 1) not & country ty P taot | . | disgra to hls reglmer | they zas ty 0f 1) n having to serve under
in all Euroy repa . v War e Tt } 'y | i the option of . , -',, f t) own giment.
| at any time as the ltile government { Rmo) % ] | being o 1, and h their own officers the
north of the Vaa S0 thig tiny repub- | A { kel i el | nltern che he f ! ! y F ARywi but
| lle, with g met 000 voters, forced |} ¢en 1 the n | for k had 1 L Vey ¥ wi f s § the
the British government to expend $2,- thi 2 i rale { f Nicholag got wit t 1 . u Iy tritle toe
500,000 a year In arder to keep pace with ten 1 Is thout delaylr I 4 - t
the Bible lovine kers of low Dutch s th rs have shown | nel's uniform of the 13 ! : hs) of this of
n Oom Paul's land. That begun over | move or k K! in their range | n and, saunt 2 ou } L " f the Louls Riel ry
four years ago, when the government E. N h of artyl Vo } ‘ hi ! i1 1 ' .. The weatl ol 3
f Pretoria rea | that the yitlanders furing 1t} war ha nced a sl | Iy down till It stopg t | the headquarters ¢
especially the uitlanders of Johannes- ! and nleety which | been a barrack t to Winaip { poriA
Irg, were deliberately planning the | surprise to t British It impaort It so happened that a major of t to kesp their quarters warm, On
verthrow of the republic. Since then | officers from Holland and Germany | "egiment was entering the bullding ag | the'r an they could not be fitted ug
Baie 1as b quietly but sesid- | hiave taught their | = | the czar descemnded from thi " to some defect in the smoke
mugkly making preparations for the ntly, though it must | a i ing up to the astonlshed officet . ,
ng pending struggle which opened a | the most brilllant successes f | said calmly, “Call the officers 1 ' ptain of & { k Manitoba com-
months ago and which {s still going | Boers have been won in those engage- | Was done in a few moments, Then the ! vil \ master plumb-
1 in South Afrie The Transvaal al- | ments In which the Mauger ritle playe | i ex 1: "Gentlemen, I havi PELE 3 hant, He quiet.
ady possessed a small nuraber of Ger- | the important part ' 18t heard that you have ordered Lieu vorkir thes and adjust.
an soldlers of fortut Additional | The system of military organizat nant D, to send in his papers | [ ¢4 everything In the presence of the
erman experts were easily securaed to | prevailing In the Orange Free Stat ; t riding in a street ¢ Now ' whom he was then person.
rmulate plans for t defense of the  not w that of the s \ 1 1 your ! n), to tl 'Y E t coms
untry, Eurcpean artillerists were ob- | with which s hasg thrown her x | ! B ta i auy | Nea ’ L e was Ins
tained to teach the burghers the arts of | Lunes ] i repul ) n from the § { to the ¢ th taff
modern  warfar and even sgeveral |0 united i military nvent for i nd to send In my | ‘ : ’ and
Americans of military tralning wer time 1 ! though } want to know if you intend n 1 in ont
introduced as instructors in the pation- | Staters just av slaral & race as | It ' nd in his wonde
al military school at Pretorin, Every | the peofle of the T wal, it | gur “sh rey 1 11 major 1 ' '
burgher's cottage was stocked with th priee man® 1 wn that t} e 1 tng pokesn for 1) I'm blowed if this
necessary ammunition and i Ey publ exper ! ly n ficer your 1 ty ¢ \ I that put the
ery strategic position was fortifled. T0 per capita popsla  for its vaoly mit an ind etion, 1t ich !
few forts already In the republic were | teers than does Germany iteelf, 1l the ezar of all the I | nnot ¢ ol 0 ¢ fe remark ar
| armed with modern guns. Each year | country which h reputation of | Your majesty could never diggr ) i - afterward
several million pounds was spent in | belng the strongest military power of | uniforn The plus ! ble politica
Eurepe in the purchase of armament | the old world. But } tie O "Th gent n" answered tl N 1] eaci 1 1t in thi
| agked for by the experts, and the coun- | ange Free State has been able to put | czar, with an amused smile, "as I hay £ sgaing that vol n the Do
try was quietly placed on a war foot- | 20,000 fighting men in the field. If they  not degraded the uniform, L pai nt for payment of imperla
ing. Juet how thorough these preparas { are less enthusiastle than the T Ib. ennnot lone so, and will t f ' serving n Canada were severe:
tion® were may be judged from the de- | vaalers in th strugel wainet th retaln hi=s commiesion in t! { riticlzed.
fenses of Johannesburg and Pretorin Britigh, 1t {8 becau } 4 without Vi f he, Jike me, does ride In stre - -
The capital now lles In the center of | the experience and the | atl of | Cay STRATFORD'S QUEER OLD FAIR,
a square, each corner of which s a hill | the vietorlous campalen of 188 “k ! Avon, thanks possibly te
surmounted by a strong fortress com- | have been doing thelir fair shar HIGHEST CROSS IN THE WORLD, 1 rov s for Khakes ' e ong o
nanding the surrounding  country flghting, however, al owing to On the peak of the highest of the  ti I : : ] {
Eath of these fortresses Ig armed with | fact that thelr organization Harz mountain= is a cr 1 ) } 1 verhaps the
80 heavy Gatling guns, with four large | much ke that of the Doers of the sle-  =ald to be the lofilest in 1) 1 {1 | Iir g 0
French Creusot guns of 15 miles' range, | ter republic, they we ble to mobilize | cross I8 In renlity a to |
and also with four heavy cannon. The | and carry cn operations in much th tiy o ted X T
capital has an additional battery of 16 | same manner as Joubert's own coune- vp8 Jogephshorhe pea nd t 1 1 X
'ﬂ'-lrl Gatling guns \\_hhh are now being | trymen. magnificent vi of the surrounding ! 1t t pacla
used for operntions in the open. There | One hundred and Afty ofMesrs and nty The mountain s 1,731 feet | | ) \ attracts t rowds fron
are three large waurehouses stocked | men only serve In the state artillery of | al 1 level, and the tower 1 | £ the
with ammunition, and at the beginning L the Ofange Free State. Like the artils |1 fe¢! high Ti reat structur g ted whole § head to tail
of hostilities the pational armory was | leriets of Pretoria, they undergo train- [ rests on a quadrangle, which f v | { lek fir
filled from cellar to cefling with Im- | ing from Imported gunners ft g | immense | to hold 500 p e A stalr the ' T tacte f
proved Mauser, Martini-Henry and [ and are duly prepared to go out and | of 200 steps leads the t f the of 1) 14 I tim
Wesley-Richards rifles, the plty was | assume command of different bodles of | lossal cross, but lagzy or weak folk mas h unhal } r too rapidly
provisloned just as thoroughly as it was | unorganized burghers who have been | 1@ w the hydrat elevator, which | ¢ u in v untry villages an¢
armed, and so could even today with- | “commandiered ' by the fleld cornets | makes the climb easler, smaller boy h#
| 1 o = S
tion and a strange singing In the ears | the two parts are joined together in a | marching column in dry weather ralses | native of Lou na in ex~Confed
are felt, which render the majority of | second. The carrlage is brought on the | a great deal of dust ) oft with an
soldiers unconscious. back of another mule, and others bring ] Two" batcheg of tralned dogs have | other 1 » was In the
The mule used for the mountain artil- | the ammunition, | been dlspatched from Germany to assist | ¢ t nd a native of Lou
lery in the Transvaal has special train- Infantry can be seen in the sunlight ! the Boers. They have been dr illed to! H ¢ creole and lved and
ing for stability. It is his duty to help | much more easily than cavalry or artil- | dlsmount eyclists by pulling them from | dled in Loulsi
to carry to-high and difficult places the | lery because less dust is ralsed. Be- | their machines, and a dozen or so of The horseg which the Boers ride an
7 pounder screw guns, This sorew | sldes, Infantry are distinguished by the | these dogs are caleulsted to throw a | yery 1 h lke t Welsh or Scotel
gun Is =0 called because It is In two | glitter of thelr muskets. At 2.000 yards, [cyclist corps into great confusion. ponies, belng very sure footed and witl

no valn or shock. But a stupld sensa-

parts, each weighing 75 or 100 pounds.

Each half 18 Intrusted to a mule, and

story that Gen- | a power ng from rock to roel
| that is phenomenal.

f leapt

however, evervthing is unsatisfactory, The eriginator of the
even with the ald of fleldglasses, for a 'eral Joubert, the Boer commander, is a
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