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70 PRESIDENT C. 0. RIOH ON
HIS 70 'H BIRTHDAY.

The following lines were read by

their authors at the surprise party
given to General C. C. Rieh on his

gseventieth birthday:

Seventy years have pasted Away

Since the sun looked down on your birth=-
day;

Swentriummnn have brought thelr flow-
ers

To gladden this beautiful world of ours;

And seventy winters with lcy breath

Have wrapped those flowers in t'h.-.- gleep of
death.

Millions of men with thelr hopes and fears

Have passed away 1o those seyenty years,

And many a friend and many & foe

Have you seen by the hand of death laid

v low. By
But thou art here, and we feel to eay,
God bless Brother Rich on this happy day.
You have lived to see the foundation laid
Of that kingdom of God for which prophets
prayed.
And the best and most of your years on

earth,
Have been given to ald in that kingdom's

birth,

And gide by side with the prophets of God,

The path of duty you've bravely trod:

And a noble record on earth you've made,

No friends forsaken no trust betrayed;

Faithful and true will be faid of thee,

When from time you have passed to etere
nity.

And you his children who've gathered here

Ever hold this heritage dear;

He bequeaths to you a gpotiess name,

An earthly record devod of shame,

A life unsuilied by guilt or crime,

A fame undimmed by the te:t of time.

And ycu his wives who were also true

When foes were many and friends were
fow,

God grant you yet many happy years,

Asg you pass along in this vale of tears;

And may your last days be your best,

And long in your busband’s life be blest.

And you, Brother Rich, may you live to sece

The servants of God from their bondage
free;

And the priesthood rule as they rale In
heaven,

When the kingdom to Christ and his 8aints
is given.

GEORGE OSMOND.

| Father and God.
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TO APOSTLE O. 0. RICH ON HIS
SEVENTIETH BIRTHDAY.

Our honored chief and leader 18 threescore
years and ten,

For nearly fifiy years hagsbraved the storms
with fearless men. :

Some have won & martyr’s crown, but none
more brave than he

Who Etands to-day surrounded by his
friends and family.

Just seventy years ufo to~day was his na-
- tivity;
.- When all was peace, and freedom blessed
this land of liberty.
But now we hear of murders fou.. and ju-
rists stain their hands, .
_ And saints’ and prophets’ lives are sought
by so~called Christian bande. -

Joseph Smith, and Hyrum tco, and other
men of truth,
~ The master spirits of the age, were friends
= of his in youth, '
They've passed away,! but he, to-day, s
clad in armor bright;
83ill battling for the prineiples of freedom,
lifo aund light.

His frienis are friends of God and man;
they’ve always found him true;

His motto—Do to others as you'd have
them do to you.

No pharisaic arrogance could Jodge within,
his breast,

He ranks amopg the noblest, and the
bravest and the best.

S8ome boast one wife, and pigeon pairs, but
no such boast has he,

Who calmly gazes on his wives, and child-
ren fifty-three;

And children-grand, & lovely band, and
numerous you see;

And all this host can proudly boasta Rich
paternity.

Bach man his price, a colleague said; his
name I think you know,

Agirtt munificent was tendered, but our
o hero answered no.
- Id this age of cringing sycophants aAnd wor-
shippers of;gold, |

He stands among the noble ones, who can’t
‘ b2 bought or sold. '

‘When he to distant nations by propbets has
been eent, :

Nor time nor ties could hinder him; but o'er
the seas he went,

And bore the heavenly message, sent forth

to every land,

Awake! ye sleeping nations; the Kingdom
is at hard!

Hdis godly counsels find respopse inall who
love the truth;

Who know him most d6 love him best, the
agcd and the youth.

No ostentatiousiairs or etyle e’er st upon
his brow;

The modest brave of bygone days is
and modest now. -

And now at hbome lurrnun&od. by children,
wives and friends,

In token of profound regard, the muse ber
tribute sends

A greeting to the patriot, whose honorand
L R R

Have won him an eternal, imperishable
name. rith 21854

May life, and health and peace be his, for
many days and years; iy 3

And may his happiness be great, with pro-
phets, priests and eeers; |

And may our life be pure &s his, as free
from selfish gulle, _

Andiwe shall have his confidence, his bles~
gsicg and bhis smile.

1bl‘l?ﬂ

| JauEes H. HART,
Bloomington, August 2ist, 1879, 1
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DISCOURSE

DELIVERED BY

BLDER JOHN MORGAN,

In the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City,
August 17, 1879,

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

I wiLl read within your hearing
this afternoon the 19th, 20th and
21st verses of the 3d chapter of the
Actes of the Apostles:— .

‘“‘Repent ye, therefore, and be
converted, that your sins may be
blotted out when the times of re
freshing shall come from the pres-
ence of the Lord. 7 WSGRLE

“And he shall send Jesus Christ,
which was preached unto you,

“Whom the heaven must receive
until the times of restitution of all
thiogs which Ged hath spuken by
the mouth of all his holy prophets
gsince the world began.” |

In endeavoring to addre:s those
who are present this afternoon, I
desire that I may have an inferest
in the faith and prayers of my hear-
ers, that such things may be said,
such principles brought forth, as
will be for our mutual good ard
benefit, and acceptable to our com-
I have offen
thought in connection with our ser-
vices here in the Tabernacle, that
it should be a testimony, not only
to the Latter-day Baints, hnt to
strangers who may visit ms, in re-
gard to the work in which we are
engaged, the manner in which our
preaching is done. Klders come
into the congregation with no an-
ticipation whatever of being called
upon toaddress the people. During
the week they have possibly been
engaged in their various avocations
28 farmers, as artisans, as mechan-
ics of various grades and kinde, as
merchants, and in the different
walks of life, and they possibly
come_to the meeting and into the
cengregation with their minds filled
with the business of the previous
week, when they are called upon
to stand before a congregation of
one, two, three, five, or ten thou-
sand people, and preach to them
the words of eternal life. A con-

regation of that size elsewhere in
the Christien world, to edify, toin-
struct them, would require consid-
erable preparation upon the part of
the minister. But it is not so with
us as a people. Elders are called to
thestand without amoment’s warn-
ing, or time to prepare what they
may have to say,or what they may
be expected to say; and it looked
strange to me when I first entered
a congregation of the Saints and
saw this manner of procedure. It
doubtless looks strange to many to-
day who visit us. But we rely on
the promises of our Savior, though
made many hundreds of years ago.
We ronsider these promises still
good and in force, and that in the
hour we are called upon to proclaim
the words of eternal life he will
give unto us words to s
shall speak by the inspiration of
that spirit whieh leads, guides and
direects us unto all trath,

In the passages thst I have just
read, especially in the 2lst verss,
reference is made to Christ Jesus of
Nazareth,who had come forth in the
day and age in which these words
were m en, in a lowly manner,
from the city of Nazargth, pro-
claiming certain principles, eertain
ideas, and certain doetrines. As it
happened, these principles, ideas
and doctrines were not popular in
the section of country in which
he was preaching at that particular
time. He taught certain dooctrines
to the geuph, which the mass of
mankind by whom he was sur
rounded did not receive, did pot
accept, and did not believe, On

the contrary,they used every means

THE DESER

peak; we.

BT NEW S.

e

—__....___‘_N*n

—— .-

- .

—

—_— —_— — e

in their power to th'ii;ﬂrl'; thecarry-|we find in the writings of J'uh,

ing out of the designsof the =a-
vior, the bringing forth of the prin-
ciples and the tion of the
ideas aud doctrines that Jesus and
those by whom he was fmmediate-
ly surrounded proclaimed. - As the
result of this opposition, which
lasted some e¢onsiderable length ef
time, this man, Jesus of Nazareth,
was tnm*ﬁy't’hb populace, and by
the and Pharisces aad min-
isters and priests of that day,
and crucified; and said they, *“‘Let

| bis blood be upon our heads and

the heads of our chiluren;” eonsid-
ering it better tbat one man should
perish thau that the whole nation

hould be led away. They consid-
ered that if they al'owed this maun
to go on,the whole worid would

follow  atter him; therefore, this

heresy, this delusion, this gigaatic
wrong, that bad sprung up, must
be. done away with, and the ouly
way to do ik was to kill Jesus, whom
they looked upon as an impostor,
As a result they cruecified him,
doubtless anticipating that that act
would stop the work that he had
started; that ér;:m‘ tﬁlﬁ day of hl;
crucifixion, 3 followers woul

dwmlﬂﬁ and fall away, and that

| the delusion he had been preaching

would no longer be heard on the
face of the earth, Well, to a cer-
tain extent they were correet in
this, _ Peter, doubtless, as prophet,
seer, and revelator, saw Lhis teature

in the futuré. In telling them that |

they haa crueified the Christ, the
Bavior of the world, be reminded
them that the heavens must receive
this man, He c¢ould no longer
dwell with them iu the flesh, He
had come forth and was born upon
the earth; was bsptized; the Holy
Ghost éame upon him in the bodily
form of a dove; he had fuifilled his
mission; he was crucified, baried

and resurrected, and had ascended

into heaven. Naturally his friends
and followers would ask the ques-
tion, How long is he to remain
there, throughout ail the ages of
eternity? Oh, no; for at the time
of his ascension, when his disciples
stood Jooking at bim ascending on
high, there stoed two angels by
their side, who eaid, “Ye men of
Galilee, why stand ye guziog up
into heaven? This same Jesus
which is takern up from you into
heaven shall €0 come in like man-
ner as ye have seen him go into
heaven,” They bad the promise

given unto them from the lips of
holy angels, thatl In 11Ke manner as

he had ascended in & body of flesh
«nd bone. in like mannershould he
retarn to the eartb. Peter then in-
forms us how long he i going to
ramain from the earth, informs us
what length of time he is to abive
in the heavens, “Whom the heay-
ens must receive until the times of
restitution of all things.”

It must be, then, that something
would have to be taken from the
earth to enable the bringing about
of a restitution. Aes, for instance,
it would be impmibl’u for a man to
restere back to me something I had

never been in possession of. It
would be im ble to return back
to the earth something that the

earth had never possessed, It
would be impossible to restore back
to the human family that which
they had never pos-essed. Then,
to make a restitution, it must be
that there would be restorea back
to the earth certain things, certain
!}rmcipsaa, certain doctrines, certain
deas, that had once been extant on
the face of the earth, Others of
the apostles and prophets, seersand
revelators of the Liord Jesus Christ
in their day and age looked forward
to this time. I[saiah tells us that
the time should come when the
earth should mourn and fade away
and languish. Why? ¢‘Because
they have transgressed the laws,
changed the ordinance and broken
the everlasting covenant.”

Certain principles were advanced
when Jesus was upon the earth,
they were advanced by him and by
nis foliowers, the disciples, and

those who believed in his mission.-

Prominent among these prineciples
that were advanced was the princi-
ple that he advaoced in regard to
bimself. He spoke of his having
comse from the Father; and Peter,
inspeaking cf this matter in one
of his epistles, says: ‘“*Who verily
was foreordained before the founda-
tion of the world.” Going further
back into history, a8 we have it
here im holy writ, we find that God
had spoken to some of the propheis
in times of old in regard 1o the
same principle, Said he to Jere-
miah, “Before I formed thee in the
belly I knew thee, and before thou

speaki: g of the organiz=tion of the
d, that “‘ he eons of God shouted

for joy when the foundasion of the |he went and preacheg

earth was lald.” Again, one of the
writers in holy writ, in speaking
on this subject,
the dust return to the earth as it
was, and the spirit shall return un-
to God who gave it.” I4ake it as
a logical econsequence, that it would
be impossible to return to a place
where we had never been; that il
wou'd be impossible to return to
Goi, if we had not been in his pres-
eLnca,

I find in the passages that I have
quoted an allusion to the pre-exist-
ence we have bad, similar to that
which Jesus taught of himsell
when he was upon the earth., As
he and his disciples passed along
the road, they found a man who
had been blind from his birth., The
disciples referred to Je«us and asked,
¢“Who did sin, this man, or his par-
ente, that he was born blind?” I
the result of the blindness was the
sin of the man, eertainly that sio
must have been committed before
the birth in the flesh. It is scarcely
possible that a man would have 1o
be punished in this way in the ex
pectation of his committing a sin,
That idea is reserved for men iz the
nineteenth century. We as a peo-
ple know that men, in hundreds
and thousands of cases, are judged
and condemned before they are
proven guilty. Thatidea, however,
is not promulgated by divine sau-
thority. "I find, then, in theuse
passages, & proof of the pre-exist.
ence of ‘these spirits of ours which
inhabit our tabernacles, those that
I see befor: me this aftérnoon, as
well as my own. I fiod In all parts
of the world that we have any
knowledge of, or wherever I have
had the privilege of coming in con-
tact witt the childres of men, that
there is what we call death comes
to them; and I find they almost
universally agree—although saddu-
ceeism does to a certain extent ex-
ist in the Caristian world te-day—
that when we bring this body of
flesh and bone, this outward cover-
ing of the spirit, there is a spirit
that has inhabited that body that
goes somewhere, if you please; that
when it leaves this earth it exists
as a spirit, er has an existence out-

side of this body of flesh and bone.

And I also find, as a general thiug,
that the humasn family recognize
that that spirit bhas inlelligence,
acd [ moreover find that the great
mass of the Caristian world believe
that that spirit has not only intelli-
gence, but that it can suffer palp,
and can enjoy pleasure., As, for
instance, we hear people spesk in
regard to those of their household
who have passed away from -their
midst. They have buried the body
of flesh and boune, and it may
moulder away in the grave, yet
Rey feel to say, “The spirit has
gone behind the vail, and when we
go there we expect to meet.” We
also find that the so-called follow-
ers of the Lord Jesuas Christ to-day,

in talking on this subject, amrtl

that the spirit has gone to a place
of punishment,where it is punished,
or that it has gone to a place of eu-
joyment, where it.can enjoy. In
other words that this epirit within
us is something that is tangible,
something that can reason, some-
thing that can gense and feel pain or
enjoy pleasure. In other words,
when we come to examine this mat-
ter, when we come to ascertain the
trath in relation to iy, we find that
the spirit that inhabits this boay,
the spirits that inhabit the bodies
of the human family, is the intell:-
gent part of them—it is the part
that receives light and knowledge;

|it is the part that was created be-

fore the foundations of the earth
were laid, and which has come up-
on the earth to tabernacle in the
flesh, and wken we have doae with
this body of flesh and bone, the
gpirit, as far as light and knowledge
is concerued, retains its identity
and its knowledge. One very er-
roneous idea that has crept into the
minds of the human family, and
one that we find traditioned in the
minds of our children, is this: A
kind of a vague, indistinct impres-
sion that when we laydown this
body of flesh and bone we lay down
the frailties and imperfections of
this life. Not if the words of this
book, the Bible, ars trus, for we
find that those spirits, after ‘bhaving
goue behind the vail, aceording to
the Aposile Peter, had to be
preached to: ““For for this cause,”
says he, ““was the Gospel preached

{also to them that are dead, that

they might be judged according to

camest forth out of the womb I |men in the flesh, but live aecordiog
sanctified thee, and I ordained thee | to God in the spirit.” They nveded

a prophet unto the natlons,” Again, | tebs preached to, to enable them to

said: “Then shall | long-suffering of ﬁm.ﬂ.
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live according to the

and as we find ip tBPl!ltqi
chapter, Peler sags, ilg,"ﬂ
spirits in prison, thﬁ:
were disobe lient, whey

days of Noah.” And

that, in connection wity

{tex, if many of our \
would stop and reﬂam
ments in regard to ..
would be & benefit to i
they wouald but undeg:*
comprehend . that the jg.'
the weaknesses in which .
dulge, the frablties to "hin
become accustomed, angd y
not right, that they go
into the spirit worid, the
repented of, or turned f

would hesitate before baggy
dicted to many of the t
do, seeing that the hab
contractéd will remap s
with them, unless theg,
ed of. Bul repentaucts
pentance there must @
progress or exsltation §
| reach them, worlds |
All the thoughts and th
indulge in here, the ides

ind

obtain, the principles g
come partakers of, ar
their nature, and they il
abide with us throughy
nities to come, for goo
There are certain lag,
rules; a certzin systg)
which controls, lexc
all this great plan.
ples were taught b
when he was upon the
were not popular, howe
they did not chime %
ideas of that day soc
world. Said these wise
Pharisees and Saddus)
these dectrines clash wi
ﬂniculur, or peculiar ide
we admit them for one
the fabric we have built
will tumble to the ground;
not stand it.” Liatroe Lt
not conteud - Jesus |
apostles in argument, bu; |
surted, as they do in this
age of the world, to bratl
an argument; and I b
said that any man, anys
any government, I &
they are, or what thej
sort to brutal force to
opponents that they s
say that those who dogms
certain to be in error 1€
ran out of argument, 8 A4
ernment that will force ¢
gard to belief, politics\ o
L consider that that gows
the people who engag
thing, are out of argnm
side, they have no longs
gument to sustain them
resort to force W carryl
{ In that day and age o
those men who opposed
his apostles ran out of
and as a result they sal
take the life of this msst
We find ether gl
l were taught by our Bavi
was upen -the earth. 0
was faith, a very impe
ple in the plan of saiv
other was the princip!
ance, apnd L have ol i
coming in contact Wild s
family, that one of jims
day of the uiscord;
that reign in the mid&
dren of men is becaus
not truly rep-nted. It
is a form of repentance
by many millions of
family—a Kind of rep
mosans and groans and
ments over the sins that
committed, but they go
same thing to morrew.
kind of repsntance that
when he said: “For
| worketh repentance W
not to bs repented of}
row of the world worke
There is 8 kind of sorrow
| not to be repeuted of,
consists in turning aW4
that is evil, from all thal
or ineorrect in the sig
and of holy angels and?@
men. | .
Jesus taught aleo the b
baptism, and I bave ¢
my own mind that he I
fact that the time WO
when the principle of b#
he taught it would be ¥
and changed. Paul ubf
foresaw that time, for 8a§8

time will eomeé when W& 5
endure m?ud _doctring *
their own Justs shall t&5
themselves teachers, D&10F
ing ears, And they B
away their ears from D€ £
ghall be turped unto Ja5%

find many fables in 10€
day in regard to the
pbaptiem. The baptism




