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< I\D RESPONSIBILITIES
OF THE PRIESTHOOD.

al Conference of the Church ol Jesus
r

rabernacle, Salt Lake City,
October 5, 1000, by

A 0. WOODRUFF.

o Saints — Naglect o! Duties ol
paneful Effects o! Bad Example

Selected — Saints Should Not

we have heard tell of a Teachers'
quorum, those Teachers were not doing
thelr duty? And where Bishops allow
this condition to exist, they as well us
the Stake Presidents nre taking upon
themselves responsibilities 1 should not
llke to assume,

diake Presidents and Counselors,
High Councilors, Bighops and Counsel
ors ought to have the guldance and th
inspiration of the Bpirit of God
fn the selection of men to 1l
offices, Because n man  holds
a certaln  degree of priesthood,
{t doeg not follow that he will make a
good Teacher or a good 'rieat, or that
he will make a good moen to lnstruct
the people on the Sabbath day, Dishops
and coungelorsg and 8talke officers should

study this matter, They ought not to

gsend Teachersg into the homes of the
people who will visit for two or three
hours and never do any teaching,
They ought to gend men out who ure

filled with the Spirit of God, who will
go into the homes of the Baintg and
pray with them, and who will make o
study of the people under thelir watch.
care. Such brethren, when they see a
member of a family who is not a tithe.
payer, will labor with that member up-
on that point; and if there i a
member who I8 not an obgerver of the
Word of Wigdom, they will labor with
that one upon that particular point,
and so on, They will find all the de-
fects and weaknesses, and In the spirit
of love and Kkindness they will laboy
with those brethren and gisters who are
delinquent and will try to reform them,
We send out many Elders into the misg.
slonary fleld and spend hundreds of
thousands of dollarg to carry the Gospel
abroad, .Is it not just as lmportant that
these quorums of the Priesthood ghould
be gctive and allve to thelr duty, and
that the members of thoge, quorums
gshould prize the office they hold sufll-
clently to keep the commandments

which God has given them, in order

that their example may be good before
the people? We find Stake officers and
ward officers who do not observe the
Word of Wisdom, 'They have thelr cup
of tea or their cup of coffee, or they
are given to smoking, and perhaps In
gome Instances to drinking, and yet
they are tolerated,

My brethren and slsters, in speaking

this way I do so with the feeling that I
would expect to be dealt with if I did
not honor the Priegthood that God has
conferred upon me sufliciently to Jet tos
bacco, whisky and other things that
God has forbldden alone, I feel that
any officer In this Church who will per.
sist In Indulging in these things and
gsetting a bad example before the peo-
ple ought 1o have at least sufficient in-

terest in the work of the Lord to give

up his position to some one who will
prize and magnify the pogition that God
has called him to, I do not believe that

men who are living In open violation of

the commandments of God prize their

calling, They may think they do; they
may think that they love the work of

the Lord; but thelr very acts show that
they do not.  When It comes to laying
aside their lttle cup of tea as Rellef
Soclety workers or as other workers in
the Stakeg of Zion, soms cannot do it,
not even for the sake of the example,

I feel, my brethren and slsters, that
this is an important matter. BEvery
Deacon, every Teacher and every Priest
ought to ask himself the question
whether or not he {8 magnifying the
Priesthood that God has honored him
with, For it i1s an honor to be a Dea-
con {n the Church of Christ, It is a
greater honor than any that can be
conferred upon men [n the political
world, because thig work that we are
engaged In (s God’s work, not the work
of man, and God wlll honor thoge who
honor the positions that are given to
them in Hls Church, Now, where
Teachers are not doing their duty, shall
the President of the Church be held re-
spongible? Would It be manly for the
Elshop of a Ward to ¢ay that the Pres.
ident of the Church is respongible be-
cause hig ward is not up to the mark
in fulfilling the obligations that the
Lord has placed upon them? It appears
to me that this is not the spirit of the
Gospel, The spirit of the Gospel ig for ev-
ery man to do hig duty and not try to
shift any responsibility onto somebody
elege. We are told that we are agents
unto ourselves, and that we ought to
be engaged In bringing to pass much
righteousness, When we are placed to
preside over a Ward it i# not necessary
to go to the President of the Church to
ask about every little matter, but we
are entitled to the spirlt of God and
to the revelations of the Lord Jesus
Christ In our ecalling. If we are ener-
&etic and are working In the calling
wWhereunto the Lord has called us, he
will reveal many great and important
things unto ug; and he will bring to our
minds many suggestlong and jdeas with
regard to the government of our Ward.
So with presidents of Stakes and High
Councils and other officers of the
Church.

I am interested in the work of the
Lord, I would like to see these guorums
0f the Lesser Priesthood in a4 good ac-
tive conditlion. 1t is thought by some
that we have concentrated our o ergles
too much upon Sunday school work or
upon Mutual Improvement we rk, and
we have not given that attentlon which
We ought to do to the quorums of the
Priesthood. If we have erred in this
direction, we cught to correet it and la-
bor diligently to see that every quorum
is in good live condition. No
Stake of Zion can be up to
the mark whose quorume of the
Priesthood ame inactive, Inactivity is
death, and there are too many dead
members in the Priesthood. The man
PUv POOYISONLT Bigl ul mox® pm oym

come to the front {s the man who labors,

And as with the man, so with the
quorum. The Stake President who will
develop himself and his Stake {8 the
one who is actively engaged In his
calling. 1If he is not thus engaged, in-
stead of growing he will wither up, and
hie Stake will suffer, Now |t appears
to me that the progress of the work
of God {n the warde and in the Stakes
I8 of greater Importance than the feel-
Ing of any man or woman; and it would
feem to me that Latter-day Saints who
actually belleve that thls is the work
0f the Lord, when they know that
hanges can be made which will bene-
it the wark of God, they will not fesl
wirt or that an Injustice is being done
¥ such changes, I believe that some
nsure hag been merited by some Stake
Meers for not making changes that
ught to have been made. 1 belleve
it if they had made these changes
manfully and under the Influence of the
Tirit of God, and explained to those
\fected why they were neceasary, the
brethren would not have felt haif as
bad ae 1t has been supposed they would

I thank the Lord for his goodness
'nd for the bleasinge which this peonle
're enjoying at the present time, The
*hing for us to do is to hold on to the
mnd; not slmply to go part of the way,

)

DESERET EVENING NEWS: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1901,

but to go all the way, dolng the will of
our Father from day to day so far a
It Is made ¢lenr ty !
ur 1abor for ¢ tion reminds me
very much of an exy rience that was
brought to my attention this gras n by
& colony of our peopls going Into Wyos
ming. 1 heard of ond two of them
Who became discouragod I fore they
got to the Bummit In Parley 's canyon,
and one or two o re b i ;

0 SO0Ur=
aged when thea ol 1 yme other sume
mit; while others turne ) s they
were Bolug or after they got there,
NOW 1hog peaple not recelve any
reward Lhelr time wlis thrown LWay.

Others, after they ¢ there and en-
gaged In the toll which was necesgary

L0 weltle up any couniry, became
d JUraged and they also left And
others will leave., ‘A nhls has been e
Y ry ol the settieten Ul our new
COUNLriLs L am told that at least ane-
HRIL of the people that went o Lache

Yaley in early d: Ju retuirned because
they did not think they « uid  live

there, In  Ustening to Brother Judd
IHrot}) WICKE, Brother Card and other
brethren who are ]A.(-Hn"‘.lli;'h'l in
Lhis sun lne, 1 can gympathize with
tiein, tor our experlence 1s similar to
thelrs Lhere ure gome people who
turn back all along the way, 8o it I8
OnEour journey and gearch for salva-
tion pole are afraid of the water;
hey dare not go in the water to b
baptl [hen ther il ithers who
aner they are baptized 'e wrrad

Something els hey cannot muke

L Criiee, us (hey consider i, ot

Paying their tining. They cannot keep
the Wwaord of Wisaom They cannot
be honest, ¢ virtuous, ot Lruthliul

Lhe result I8, we tind one turning oif

here, und another there, and leaving
th np Zion NOW, only thoge @iy
benelited who continue in their search

boadihvalon, and In thelr journey tu-
vard eternl e Lniy those recelve
a reward w puss througn the hard
nips and tl Hscouraging conditions
ani continue 1 the way of iife unto the
end, It we turn back any uUme before
then, our labors have been in vain and

We will not receive the reward, We
wre told that blessed §s the man who
endureth temptation, tor he shall re«
Celve & crown of lite which the Lord
nas promised

My b n and sisters, whatever
Position we have been called to occupy
m this Church, or whatever quorum
of Frieathood we are members of, the

onty way we can receive the promiged
reward 18 to Ilnbor constantly and to
S U 'L of God, IEowe will do
s, we will love the work of dod
nore every day of our lives, 1 thank
God that this has been my experience,
I have felt better evi ry day In the

lnbore which the Lord has called me
pertorm, and my pleasiure in them
increases, 1 know this {8 the cage with
all men and women that work to bring
about righteousness, Those who en-
dure trinls and temptations, those who
are full of zeul and of the 8pirit of
God from morn until night, you will al-
ways know just where to find them.
Great and glorious will be thelr re-
ward,

I thank the Lord for the testimony 1
have that this is his work. I re-
celve new testimonles every day of my
lfe, 1 know that God is with this peo-
ple, and I Know that He will bless
everything that 1s undertaken as fndl-
cated through the Pronhet of God. It
i nough for us to know that the
Lord has Indieated through His mouth-
piece what should he done, and it is for
us to give heed unt it May God
grant that we may have Hig Spirit in
all our labors; that we may be true to
the testimonies we have recelved: that
we may love the work of the Lord, and
not be Jealous of any department that
ls thriving; but that we muy desire, as
Bishops and Stake Presldents, to con-
centrate our efforts upon the part of

the work which i{s a little dellnquent, /

and see to [t that {t is brought to the
front, In order that every departme
of the Priesthood may be united. v
It I8 possible for the Presidency of th
Church and the Apostles to be unit
to a man, that the pregident of the

quorum of the Apostles oM

fgay to the Presidency of tY)
Church that nothing in righteousn |}
can be required of these men that W 'y
not be done, go it I8 possible for \
to be sald of the Seventies, and of
High Pricats, and of the Elders, aed
of every department of the Priesthood,
iIf all men will labor to bring this re-
sult abount God grant that this may
be the case: that we may be encour-
aged, and that the blessings of God
may attend every effort which we put
forth toward the upbuilding of His
kingdom I ask it in the name of
Jesus Amen,
——— el .

President Hays in the East,

Chicago, Feb. 7-President Charles
M. Hays of the Southern Pacifie system
passed through Chicago today, en route
to New York for a conference with the
Morgan-Harriman Interosts
The Record tomorrow will say: "It is
claimed that the BEastern trip of Mr.
Hays hag reference to a plan which will
make him the common executive head
i
1
€

f the Union and Southern Pacific gys
ems, President Burt of the Union Pa
ific being clevated to the chalrmanship
of the board, In this way, It ig argued
the greatest efllciency of  operatior
could be secured, vast economics could
be introduced, and the advantages 3
the recent deal could be developed to
the utmost, The headquarters of both

roads, it I rumored, will be in Omaha
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you want is a mild but sure tonic laxative, that tones and
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