yon-Mormon parents in the Terri-
tory, 7,582. Boys of Mornwn pa-
rents, 24,082; girls, 23,289. Whole
number of children of Mormon
parente, 47,371, maklng the grand
total of ¢hildren in the Territory, of
school nge, 54,853.

*BSchedule B*' is the annual sta-
tistical report of the district schools
for the school year ending June 30,
1838, nnd shows the whole number

- of distriet schools, number reported,
number of teachers and assistant
fenchers, Mormon and non-Mormon,
_and other statlatical matter required
by the provigions of thu Act of
Congress above quoted, and of the
Territorinl law. From this -table it
Appears that only .184 per cent. of
the children of non-Mormon pa-
rents attended the district schools,
and .401 per cent. of the ehildren of
Mormon parents; making a total in
Aftendance at these schools of 585 of
the school population.

‘Schedule C” is n like atatistical
Teport of the denominational schools,
being schools other than district
achools, which are also required to
be reported by the sald Act of Con-
.gress. This being the flrst effort,
however, to colleet atatistics from
this class of schools, some difficulty
was experienced in obtaining the
desired Information—owing, how-
ever, almost exclusively to the fact
that these private schools had never
been §n the habit of keeping the data
Tequired of the distrlet sehools.
Subsequent efforts, however, will
doubtless result more effectually in
obtaining completer roports from
these schools,

“‘Schedule D” jsthe annual Anan-
eial report of the district schools for
the year ending June 39, 1883;
showing total amount of moneys
roceived, nnd from what sources, as
well as the total expenditures for
anid schools.

The small percentage of the
chiliren of school age In actunl
attendance upon theglatrict schools,
a8 shown by. thess ireports, Is but

one of the consjifepces of the in-|pe

adequnte legislation upon the gen-
eral subject of schools, the lack or
uniform public interest in their
Prosperity and progress, the con-
tlitlons in the past that have brought
about the estahlishment of the num-
ber of private denominational
schools shown to exist in the Terri-
tory, nnd the more recent influence
that is exerted by the Mormon por-
tion of the community in the es-
tublishment and support of schools
under the direction, control and
Patronage of their sect.

These conditions have operated
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to prevent the erection of achool
houses adequate to the proper
nccommodation of that portlon of
the school population which Is
nctually in attendance at the
schools, as shown by the statlstical
tables referred to, the fact belng
that the school rooms nre already
over erowded. It Is absolutely cer-
tain that withan increased number
and more commodious school bufld-
ings, there would be a largely in-
creased attendance, notwithstand-
ing the other unfavorable conditions
existing with reference to the pub-
lic schobia.

I submit herewith, in addition to
the statistica above emumerated, a
printed copy of the report of the
Commissioner of Bchoola to the
Twenty-uighth Session of the Legla-
Intive Asisembly, supplemented by
the Mnancial and statistical reports
for the year ending June 30th, 1887,
and also a copy of the laws of the
Territory now in force upon the
subject of schools.

The same general conditions exist
now that existed at the thme this
report was presented to ,the Legis-
lature; and s It containg a more ex-
tended and detailed statemeut of
the situation of the public schools of
the Territory, the intluences opoer-
ating upon them, the urgent need
of additional schoel buildings and
increased facilitiea, and alse the
views of the Commissloner ns to
the legislation required upon the
subject, I beg your nttentlon to
what is there sald.

Without further legislation of the
general nature there indicated, T am
firmly convlnced there cannot
possibly be that progress nnd pros-
perity of the public schools that
must exist before they can nfferd
adequate nnd satisfactory opportu-
nities for the education of the
children of the Territory.

The act of Congress quoted above, |

providing for a Commissioner of
Schools, provided nlso thot he should
‘recéive the same salary ond com-
ngatlin as the Territorial Buperin-
tendent-of District Schools? had re-
ceived while that office was in exls-
tence; the assumption sevming to be
that a fixed salary had been provid-
ed bylaw, but such was not the case.
It has, oo the contrary, been the
uniform usage of the Legialature to
make appropriations for the office
extending only until the next ses-
sion of that body. These approprin-
tions have varied from time to time,
never exceeding $1,500 per annum,
and beingy as low a8 $500, It
has also been usual to make
a small appropriation to meet
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the expenses of prnting the
blanks, ete., which the Commis-
sioner is required by Sec. 18 of the
Territorinl school law to furnish the
schools and school officers through-
out the Territory. At the twenty-
seventh Session of the Legislature
held in 18868, the entire appropria-
tion bili failed, so that during the
Yyears 1886-87, there was no provision
for either compensation or expenses.
At the twenty-eigth sesslon an ap-
propriation of $I,500° wnas made for
the'compensation of the superintend-
ent and commissioner for those two
years; and an appropriation of $2,500
was alsc made for the salary of the
Commissioner for the years 1888 and
1888, hut no provision whatever was
made for traveling, printing or
offlce expenses. The expenditure
for printing blanks, even with the
utmest economy,amounts to between
£200 and $300 per annum, and if not
done, the collection of the statlatics
required by both the lawa of- the
United States and the Territory, isa
absolutely impossible. The result
of this condition is that the Commis-
gioner is furnishing these blanks at
his personal expense. Yet it is true
that the provision for compensation
and expenses of the Commissioner’s
office is quite as liberal, proportion-
ately, as that provided for other de-
partments of the school system, and
fHustrates the inadequacy of the
support provided for the achools
themselves, a3 well as their proper
supervision.

Respectfully submitted,

‘ P. L. WILLIAME,

Commissioner of 8choots for Utah
Territory.

BaLr Lake Crty, Utali, Decem-
ber 31, 1888.

The guestion of securing by legis-
lative enactment one day in seven
for absolufe rest, when it shall be un-
lawful for any one to perform any
kind of labor, may or may not Le
considered of sufficient importance
to occupy the time and attention of
the statesmen who assemble at Wash -
ington, But certain it is that the
people have been giving the question
serious consideration when a peti-
tion carrying more thaon a milliion
namea can be secured with lesa than
ohe year of active agitatiou.—Jour-
nal of United Labor.

————

For God doth not walk in crooked
patha, nelther doth he turn to the
right hand nor to the left, neither
doth he vary from that which he
hath said, therofore hla paths are
straight,and his course laone eternal
round. Doe, and Cov,



