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EDITORIA LS.
THE OROOKED "LAND OFFI-
CIALS AND THEIR FAST

FRIEND AND EAGER ABET-
TOR.

Tae unprincipled sheet that egged
on the late register of the Land
Office in this city,and fully en-
dorsed his tyrannical proceedings,
now talks of him and his official

and officious crookedness in this
way—

t A considerabile degree ot irter-
est is felt by our citizens in the
recent removal of our land officers,
Numercus complaints had been
made to the authorities in Wash-
ington of irregularities in this effice,
and in order to learn whether these
complaints were well-founded, a
special eommissioner from thé In-
terior Department was sent here to
investigate, This gentleman, Mr.
Maurice - M. Kaighn, has spent
anbout ten days in Salt Lake, and
during this time he has devoted
himself zealously to the work of
inquiry., That he has discovered
gross irregularities is evidenced by
the fact that his report to Assistant
Secretary Gorham has been of a

character to e¢lieit an imme-
diate order from the Presi-
dent s=uspending the Register
and Receiver. This uction,

coming so soon after Register Pat-
ton’s [tyrannical conduct in] the
Wasateh, has led many of our cit-
izehis to believe that some sinister
influence has been exerted to pro-
cure this result. But we donot be-
lieve there is any ground for this
suspicion. Special Commissioner
Kaighn is perfectly unbiased, and
is a gentleman of undoubted inte-
grity; his discretion and fairness
are implieitly trusted by the ¢hief
officers of the Interior Department,
and his report of the condition of
affairs bhere is based upon facis as
they have come to his knowledge.
For many months complaints of
irregular and improper proceedings
have been quite frequent from those
having dealings with the Sall Lake
land oflice, and it would seem that
the public interest demands that a
a change should be made.

““Many bitter complaints were
made by parties doing business at
the Land Office of arbitrary and
tyrannical conduct of the Register,
of irregular proceedings, and stud-
iedd negleet or the publie interest.
It was a reproduction of Graptism
on a small scale. The Register was
s kinsman of the President, and
seemed to hold the belief that he
was master and not a publie ser-
vant. Buat although frequently re-
quested to pitch in and expose
some of the delinquencieS of that
office we preferred to let it severely
alone. Itseemed unwise to get too
much fight on our hands. Presi-
dent Grant displayed an infirmity
for sending his most worthless ma-
terial to the Territories, and ss he
had a preference for misrule, we
deemed it wiser to possess our souls
in patience and wait a change of
hands, = _

“Bat now the culmination has
been reached and Register Patton
and Receiver Silva have been per-
emptorily invited to leave. We
learn that the business of the office
has been grossly mismanaged, that
persons doing business there
have been systematically fleeced,
and that some of the delinqueacies
brought to light are really of a
flagrant character.

““And so the people of Utah are
happily rid of such unworthy offi-
cials. |

‘““We cannot belp but regret the
sudden fall of Patton, just as he
distinguished himself by [his over-
Learing, unjustifiable, abusive, and
tyrannical conduct].”

It redouuds greatly to the credit
of the Utah people that their offi-
cial enemies and persecutors are
suspended for acknowledged crook-
ed ness in regard to their official
duties, as proclaimed by the fast-
e:t friendsand staunchest abettors
of said officials.

— - O
IURTHER CONCERNING THE

GRASSHOPPER CONVEN-~
TION O GOVERNORS.

IN the late Convention at Omaha
on the grievous grasshopper ques-
tion, Gov. Pillsbury’s opening ad-
dress was taken as a basis for dis-
cussion by the Convention.

il

Prof. Thomas, of [1linols, thought
it might be necessary for Govern-
ment to extend aid of some Kkind,
though Illinois could not ask as
much as other Btates could. The
Giovernment might gather informa-
tion on the subjéct for the use of
the people. Bounties in the States
should be paid by the States, and
in the Territories by the General
Government. In the States, the

Leglslatures should first learn what
could be done, and then devise
means to do it. The Convention
should recommend what the Gen-
eral Government could do. The

and the only national insect., The
mere fact that for 1,000 years they
had Lad the locust in Asia and
Europe without being able to get
rid of it, did not prove that it eould
not be destroyed. Haviog, travel-
led all over these States and Teml-
tories for three or four ycars he felt
safe in saying that the insect could
be, destroyed aond driven out by
concerted action. e thought it
was not .a permanent plague.
About 1784 Germany had a plague
of locusts for 11 years. Ile thought
there would be no large invasion ol
Lllinois, A commission should be
appointed to tell the people how to
destroy the brood rext Spring,

Gov. Kirkweod, of lowa, said the
western and north-western portions
of that State had suflered severely
by grasshoppers.
fall bad been laid in larger num-
bers than ever before. In the north-
western part the people were sav-
ing their prairie grass to burn in
the spring, with the hoppers while
they were in it. On caltivated
land they proposed to lay out old
bhay and straw for that purpose, In
other places they were plowing
the land six or eight inches deep,
to cover the eggs, and thus make
them rot without hatching. Some
men even thought they could be
caught, when young, in sufficient
quantities to save the crops.

Gov. Pennington, of Dakota,
could suggest no remedy, and he
had little confidence in any physi-
cal means of destruction.
thus further reported—

“In the quantities in which they
came in Dakota, piling inches deep
en the ground, houses and treeg, so
thick that horses would hardly go
through them, and even ioterfering

with the running of railroad trains,
they were too .numerous to be
caught in any kind of traps or kill-
ed. He thought best to encourage
the growth of ¢rops which could be
grown and gathered in spite of the
plagues.

‘‘“Some men in Dakota said that
the hoppers had always been there
and others that they were a new
thing, From hisown knowledge,
three years back, they had had
them every year. In July,1874,he
had never seen a better prospect for
& corn crop than they had had that
year; but in that section, from
Yankton to Sioux City, the corn
was wholly and absolutely destroy-
ed, and not a bushel was gathered
for 60 miles. There was nothing
left but a part of the stalk. . Never-
theless, they had made a good crop
of wheat, eats and potatoes. He
was satisfied that the people of
Dakota could prosper (even though
the ’hoppers came every year) by

lanting only such grains as would
e matured before the ts came.

““The moral effect had been worse
than anything else. The Territory
had been damaged ten times more
by the panic than by the grasshop-
pers. Newspapers and other fright-
ened people had done more harm
than guud]l:JIy applying for aid, in
the east. e had stood out in 1874
as long as possible against the ap-
peal for alms. The people who
came there were poor and they
needed help every winter anyhow,
but the people of the Territory were
able to succor their own destitute
farmers without outside aid. In
1874, after all the harm bhad been
doue and they received the paltry
sum of $5,000 or $7,000 there were
hundreds of thousands eof bushels
of surplus grain shipped out of
southern Dakota to Chicago. They
were able to take care of their own.

“In 1875 the ’hoppers were as
numerous as before, coming from
the northeast and going south-east,
but nose came down, and he did
not know of $10 wcrth of damage
dene. They had the biggest crops
ever known. -

**They always go the same way.
This year the damage to the wheat
erop would not be 5 per cent., and
the crop is very good. They had
gathered goed crops of wheat, oats

and everything but corn, which

grasshopper was a national insect,

The eggs this|pe

He js

varied from one-fourth to one-half
a crop. By fall breaking and early
seeding, in the spring, wheu: could
be wholly saved without damage,
and one object of the convention,
he thought, was to re-assure the
people. He believed that the peo-
ple of Dakota could feed themselves
and the grasshoppers too, and yet
grow rich.

““In Dakota the *hoppers were all
foreigners, not natives, coming
there, full grown, and his people
had bhad no experience with those
which hatched out.

“He would urge fall plowing and
early sowing, relying on small
grains; and they could thus make
a living.”

He was not disposed to petition
for financial aid. It demoralized
the people and made mendicancy
honorable among some classes.

Governor Hardin, of Misseuri,
came to learn. In 1874, many

rasshoppers came and laid eggs in

issouri, and that State had a big
lot in 1875, fora time there was
great danger in thirteen or fourteen
counties, but they left in June, and
by late planding they raised one of
the finest crops ever known, and
they were troubled by no other
varieties of insecls. He thought
Congress ought to do something, at
least to appoint a commission of
investigation. He should even
suggest to his own legislature to
establish commissions to call on the
ople to' figzht the pests im the
affiicted districts, and make ita
matter of police or military duty.
He didn’t know exactly what could
be done. They had done every-
thing practicable, but after they
had destroyed millions upon mil-
lions, there were still millions up-
on millions to come.

Prof. Riley, of Missouri, saw no
reason for discouragement. These
grasshoppers were more properly
locusts, totally different to the Asi-
atic “species. The young insects
did damage in Dakota, and hatched
out near Pembina and Bismarck,

in June, and obtained their wings
in July. Prof. Riley is thus further
reported—

“He thought that in 1875 the
swarms were going baek to the
north, and had germs of disease
and parasites in them which ren-
dered them incapable of breeding
and too weak to do much damage.

“Their native home was in the
northwestern part of the country,
and that when hunger, over-multi-

 plication or othercausesdrove them

out, they came south at a great
rate; sometimes, when weakened,
only at a rate of twelve or fourteen
miles per day, but at other times,
when assisted by a strong wind,
they traversed 600 or 500 miles in a
year. Between the time of hatch-
ing out and the acquiring of wings,
there was a period of about one
month.

“The two things to be prepared
against were that they should not
hateh out in our Territories, and to
prevent them from immigrating to
the south from thelr northern
breeding places. :

‘““He believed that sagainst the
winged insects there was no protec-
tion, but that much could be done
against the unfledged insects. He
thought that a small bounty effered
for the eggs would have a ver
beneficial effect, for they would be
gathered in numbers during the
winter and spring; also for the un-
fledged insects. But much care
was necessary, and it would be best
to offer, say sixty cents per bushel
for the young in March, and de-
crease the bounty fromi week to
week, so that it would bean object
to get them early in the season.

““The Professor suggested that a
man for each State be authorized to
travel all winter,learning the points
where the eggs were laid thickest,
and disseminating information as
to the best methods of dealing with
the plague. |

“In judicious ditching was a
thorough and positive remedy, and
he believed that the first two weeks
in the spring, if spent in ditching,
would be of incalculable wvalue,
They could be driven right into
these ditches and killed in myriads.
He said that the action must be
combined and directed from some
centre of information.

“He a%read with the other speak-
ers who believed that the Govern-
ment should take some steps. He
believed that this was the greatest
drawback to the settlement of this
western country, but Congress re-
garded anything with the name
‘bug’ attached to it as something

to be laughed at.

;uf coal oil would killed them.

y |saved a fine orchard by simply ty-

“He .1 not think that the grass- | ter educated farmers
hoj pe.s would be permanent, nor | fight the pest and were not afraid

alarmed, and it was desirable to
remove this feeling of alarm.”’

that within two or three years they
might cease to be any more troyble-
some than the chinch bug and
other kindred nuisances.

‘““He thought that a Government
Commission for investigating the
habits and exploring the breeding-
places of the insect ought to be
counected with one of the leading
exploring expeditions of the Gov-
ernment, such as Hayden’s.

“By running a spade a short dis-
tance under the ground, the eggs

Gov. Osborne, of Kansas, said—

“In Kansas,last year,a very large
crop was raised, about 15,000,000
bushels of wheat having heen ex-
ported. This was raised in the
western part of the State, the east-
ern grain having been eaten clean
off. About 70,000,000 bushels of
corn had been raised also. This
year the hoppers had entirely ran

would be dislodged and the number | too) ¢4 6 State and had laid e

_ . ggs all
could be determined by a mlicro-| p,,,,oh the country. Some weeks
scope. 1f they were found in great

number, a ditch one foot and one- | 2&° the people were somewhat ex-

half wide and ot the same depth
should be dug all around the field.
[nto this they could be driven and |
easily killed., There would not be
more than one or two such ditches
needed in a 100-acre lot.”

encouraged. They were forming
clubs and societies, and would fight
the pests earnestly. They were,
perhaps, looking to this conference
to give them some information,
“T'he most im
to re-instil confidence in the minds
of the people, so that they should

After discussion it was concluded
that the plans for protection against
the wioged ’hopper were exactly
opposite to those to be employed
against the young.

Gov. Garber, of Nebraska, would
heartily advocate an appeal to
Congress for a commission of in-
vestigation.

Ex-Governor Furnas is thus re-

ported— The committee next day (Oct. 26)

"'1;11‘;5 Pritl:'ﬂ“{'i ﬂbj?ﬂthiﬂ view | made their report, published else-
was the destruction o e young

’hopper, which was to hatch out where in the News.
next Spring. He believed that a £y
Jong time would not be required if |’hopper was not a native of Kansas,

the ground, that they would raise
tbat crop.” ;

Pillsbury, Chairman, Gov.Oshorne,
| Prof, Riley, Prof. Thomas, Prof.
Wilbur, Gov. Pennington and Prof;
Whitman.

there was & combined effort. The | Nebraska, or, Dakota. Pennsylva-

'hopper usually selected a elear,
bare, dry spot, and, in his farm of
220 acres, he was satisfied there was
| not over one acre nacuglad as a lay-

ing spot, although the roadsides
were full of eggs.

‘““‘His experience was that the
young insect did not eat nor move
muech for the first ten days, and
therefore, they should be deatruyatf
| while very young. They could be

killed in those first days with a
hickory broom or a spade, as they
huddled together; or a mere touch

nia 100 years ago was eaten out by
them. Maine and Pennsylvania
had been eaten three or four times
in succession in times past. He

of New England,and that they
done just as much damage there.

was not local, but national.

of the Union had at different times
been affiicted. {27«

Prof. Thomas said Illinois was
not a grasshopper country, and he

‘““‘He believed that, with one
day’s labor in the Fall and another
in the Spring, taking every man
who Jabors,-he could save the crops
throughout the State.””

Prof. Williams said in reference
to the flying 'hopper—

“Some good has been accomplish-
ed by smoking them away, by sul-
phur and by ropes dragged over the
grain. They had, however, taken
most of the crops where they had
been, for the reason that the peo-
ple eould not defeat the great num-
bers which succeeded each other,
some thought they migzht keep the
insects off for a time. In Professor
Williams’ locality they. had usual- y
}inaglgstﬂii@l?:ggﬁ ﬁ?iﬂ:&gﬂm to the scientific men’s orders they
in. 1t was also noticeable that B'E hatched oat’ more:than “they'ever

ready this fall some of the eggs had did before.” *

hatched out, and many of the young The President and secretaries

’hoppers had been seen; but the
disappeared very quickly, from one|Were appointed a committee fo

reason or another, rain, birds and
cold, and the people hoped that
they might on this account be less |
troubled by them uextspring. Near
Leavenworth, a gentleman had

he believed had done more damage
than the grasshoppers _ever had
done.

Governor Pennington said—

““The grasshoppers had gone into
districts thisyear where they never
appeared before, His opinion was
| that they were like a cyclone—lia-
ble to strike almost anywhere. We
had no patent right on them; we
have them this year and somebody
else may have them next year.
They said they would not hateh in
| a humid atmosphere; they said i
was a scientific cartninty, but they
had had the most rain the last

in it a history of the ravages of
grasshoppers in all sections of the
United States. Ten thousand cop-
jes of the report of the committee
to be printed for distribution.

The Governors of Minnesota,
| lTowa, and Missouri, were appoint-
ed a committee to prepare a mem-

orial to Congress,
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Local and Other Natters

FROM TUESDAY'S DAILY, XOV. 7.

| Oalled.—Yesterday we received
a call from Le Baron George H.
Levi, of Florence, Italy, who is on
a tour of pleasure and observation,
He was accompanied to our office
by President D, H. Wells,

Departure of Missionaries.—Y es-
terday morning Elders A. M. Mus-
ser and O. F. Whitney left for the
eastern States, for the field of their
missionary labors, in the Pennsyl-
vania distriet: - o

Crash.—Late last night a shelf
attached to the south wall of Bar-
ratt Brothers’ furniture store be-
came detached and, with the arti-
cles piled on it, came down to the
floor with a crash, doing damage to
the amount of $200. |

ing small bunches of cotton batting
around the trunks; when the in-
sects would climb up, they got en-
tangled and fell back.

“The ’hoppers which came last
year were a very debilitated race,
many having parasites upon them,
which were rapidl estroying
them; while those which came this
year were a very active and hardy
species.” |

—

Prof., Wilbur, regarding his see-
tion, said—

“The people would surround a
lot of, say, forty acres and would
then drive the pests into one pateh
of prairie grass. This pateh o grass
would be burned and these “hop-
pers destroyed, without using up
much grass. A number of repeti- |
tions of this course could be made,
and the inseets kept wholly under.

““The flying *hoppers were fought
in a different way. Large ‘smudge’ |

iles were used to keep the insects
g*um lighting. Again, one farmer
had saved a large field of corn by
using sulphur in long-handled pans |
on the windward side of the field.
The Russian Mennonites had ex-
pected these ‘when they came - Aol
out here to settle, and they werenot| What is the Matter With His
afraid of them., ’[‘hay were able to [ Eye 7—In a Mte campaign speech
| fight them successfully. The bet- | Secretary Bane is published as say-

knew how to"

that they were an annual pest, bat | of it; but the ignorant were getting

cited, but they were now greatly -

portant thisg was |

be certain, when they put a ¢rop in

The ful]uﬁingtmmmit.tm on Te- .
solutions were appointed — Gov. -

Gov. Osborne said the festive |

had read thereportsof Prof. Dw!m.

Gov. Kirkwood said the danger
Prof. Wilbursaid that all sections

did not bpelieve it ever weuld be.
They had the chinch bug, which

ear they ever had, and contrary

1
f
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prepare a pamphlet, and embody



