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Building the Aerial War Fleet of the United States;
Soldiers of the Future Will Fight Above the Clouds
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FAMOUS ARMY BALLOONISTS
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INFLATING THE BALDWIN
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l1¢ o desired
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The United States government fs In-
tent on making West Point the Kroats
est. military  training school fn the
waorld, and somoe authorities clabm that
It has alveady won this distinetion e
cent Improvements greatly add to the
academy’s possibilities, and now it s
planned to supploment it with o pre-
paratory school to be located on Con-
York city, in the Hudson river, ‘\.\“'(\x
a school would give much needed ald
to many candidates for admission
tho academy, for the course of
struction would he peculiarly an
ticularly arranged to meot the
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The sum of about $6,000,000 is hoing
spent on improvements at West Point
IElihu Root when  secretary  of  war
originated a policy of expanding and
modernizing  the  establishment, and
William H. Taft and General Wright
have continued along the same lines
Twa million dollars more are wanted
to bring up the entire plant of the
academy to the standard deemed neces-
sary by the authorities, Situated n a
spot of natural beauly excelled in fow

! places in this country or any othes

amid the green covered hills and wind
Ing crystal waters of the Hudson val
ley, West Point, when the improve-
ments are completed, will present anp
appearance of actual grandeur Sonu
of the Improvements, several alread
completed, and their cost are as (o]
lows:

For the new cadet barracks the cost
is estimated at 5,000; power hous
£600,000; cavalry and artillery b
racks $404,000; post  headaguartor
$500,000; chapel, $300,000;, hotel, $40
000; bachelor officers’ quarters, 3100
000; riding hall, $845,0000 academic
building, $600,000; gymnasivm, $300
000; cadet headaunarters, 3275.000, in
croase of water supply, $400,000

In connection with these features it
was thought wise to develop the forest
lands of the reservation in accordam
with the latest ideas of forestry., T
former superintendent, Colonel Mills,
called the attention of the forestry o
thorities at Washington to the subj
and Gifford Pinchot, the governn
forester, at once approved the sugg
tion,

He sent two of his best men

to lonk

| the ground over, and then Professo

Roy T. Muarston of the Yale school of
forestry and sixteen students went (o
make a detailed examination of o
place and draw up a scheme o
proving the Jands There ave 2,138
aeres of forest on the West Paolot land
mostly of hard wood, 95 per « 1t of
which is of sprout origin, Some of the
troes are 140 years old

1t has been estimated that the entls
scheme of regeneration will not Le
conupleted until 1912

Inereased attention 1€ now given o
horsemanship at West Poinl Whi
Prince Henry of Prussia attended an
exhibition on the parade ground doar
ing his  well remembered  visit 1
Amorica he watched the evolutions «
the cadet horsemen with particular in
teroxt and enthusiastically cxclal
“This drill . has shown me couel

sively that the American cavaly o1
are the best in the world In
experience 1 have never scen ir

equals, much less their superiors
JOHN H, SIMMONS

thirty-three miles ahead of his near-
et compatitor

The outcome *of the iIntercst thng
aroused in America over Lalun's
tation of the subject was the isz
of an order creatil the aeronanticgl
divigion of the signal corp: It wus
arranged to get ont of storage the s
eral balloons of foreign make swhic
had been purchased by the Uit
States in the Spanish war and b
heon in #ftorpge overy #inee, and It wa
decided that the headguarters of thoe
now activities should be at o baljoon
hion it ifort Myer, Vi, {1tg:
across the Potomac from Washinston,
where the progress of the nnovation

could be closed viltehed by the 1l=
minletrative officials of the ar dee
partinent Best . o all I was ar-

ranged that  Lie ".'-II.'Ir' Lablun should
return from France to assume the e

gonal  direction of  acronautics wnl
olher officers, notably
dier and Lieulenant Belividge of the

Captain Chan

ignal corp prepared to malke b
Tooning a specialty
The order ereating the aeronaut 1

divigion of the arnny was jssoed Aug,
I, 1907, and ithe balloon sgund, which

oW glves o much promive of offees
tive worl wine ereatod it Lomen
hership or e Individuul, Ser nt

Edward Ward, who I8 now ot the el
af the Httle bodiy of profesgional bals
loonist

Such ¢ the fagelnation of the work
Lthat there have bean very fow chang
In the personnel of the gqund since it

arguniaation nnd 1 he rostoy n

cOmMpris Hergonnt Kdwurd Wil
who enllstod from Kentueky Clarpon
stewart K. BRovenberger of  Philladd!
plida, Churls die K of New York,
Willhion 12, MoConuell of Georgia,

cil R Coile of Phlladelphin, Edward

Eldred of Denver, Benjainin Selbyoldt

ol Mineis, Vernon 1. Bavge of THHinol
Jumes Miller of Canton, O, angd Fred
orvick Urieh of Hinoir

Pulloone have heen gzed in wat inea

i earls e 1TeY, and v othe French
revolution they altracted wide wtie
Ll 'l Ruesians veed ove al Hos

Lavtopal

In our civil war th Uniou  aroy
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Hrms in th Hege ol barls
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VU Rlo do Javelro an expert Chilean
arfimman attempting Lo shoot an wp-

ple fram tho head of a wun nieged his

vk and killed the “‘,'.]. Lwearer oul-
f=hi.  The o vksman only just oss

caped Ivnehing s the hands of the olre

ud crowd



