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Ho had retived to bed; after pray-
icg he raw alight agaln descend-
ing lrom heaven. In the midst of
th%s light was a personage of glory,
who presentiy stood at his bedside.
The heavenly visitant told Joseph
that his name was Moroni, that hie
was an angel from the preseuce of
Glod, that once he huad been a
’rophet upon this Ameriean con-
tinent and was the last of arace of
I'rophets who ministered unto a
people called the Nephites, whose
ancestors came from Jerusalem in
tiie days of the Prophet Jeremiah,
600 years before the birth ot the
Havlor. Moroul told Joseph thatin
a hill some distance from the place
whete he lived were hidden some
golden plates or records, giviuga
history of the napcient iuhabit-
ants of this continent, their
wors, their eivilization; the birth,
growth, decline aud death of
their uatiou, and telling
how the Bavior, after He had been
crueified at Jerusalem, came to this
Iand and established His Chureh,
withh Apostles and Prophets, with
the gifits of the Holy Ghost, the
workingsof miracles, and the same
prinelples that were preached ou the
eastern hemisphere, at JSerusalem
aand other piaces. He told him that
these records were to be trauslated
by Lhe gift and power of God, that
interpreters would he found hidden
with  the plates, and that these
recordr were the stick of Josepn,
gpokon ¢f by the Prophet Iizekiel,
which should be joimed with the
stick of Judah, the Bille, and
should grow together in ithe ]ast
days for the pulting down of false
doetrine and the establlshineut of
the Kingdom of God upon the
earth.

The spealier next related the visit
of the Prophet Josep:h te the hill Cu-
morah aud the fiudiog of the plates
ag directed by the A ngel Moreni.

Unolike the Book of Mormon, he
said the Holy Seriptures have for
hundredsof years passed through the
hands of uningplred en, who have
taken away from the Bille some of
the plainest and most precious parts,
and involved the rest in imystery, so
that pecple are confused and bewil-
dere(i regarding their meaving. This
is one cause of the dissensiovns
and differences of opinlon which
];revniliu the Christian world to.
day. g

Joseph 8mith, the speaker showed,
recvived many visitations of augels,

in¢luding Jobhn the Baptist, who |

bestowed upon him the Aaronie
Priesthood, the autliority to preach
the (sospel of repentance and bnp-
tize by immersion in water for the
remisgion of sing; also n visitation
from Peter, James and John, who

conferred upon him the Melchisedek |

Priestiwod, with power to lay hands
and bestow the Holy Ghost, until he
wag [ully equipped in knowledge,
wisdom and authoiity to build up,
with hisuassociates, the Churgh and
Kingdom of Gud. Onthe8th A pril,
1830, in the jittle town ol Fayette,
Beneca Couuty, New York, six men
met together sgrecable to the laws of
the Iand, whielh reguired at least
that number for such au undertak-
ing, and organized the Church of
Jesus Clirist of Laiterelay Salnts,
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1 ueed not rehiearse here in detail
the experience of the Church since
then—gathering from New York
and Pennsylvauia, and the eastern
lands to Kirtland, Ohio; abandoning
Kirtland because of persecutions
and npostacies, and going to DMis-
scuri omly to be cast out aud ex-
pelled in the depths ot winter be-
fure the inhuraan decree of Governor
Boggs, who commanded the mi-
litia of the State to exterminate the
“Mormous?! or drive them from the
land. Buflice it that 15,000 men,
women and childreu were driven
forth from their plundered hiomes,
|leaving their bloody fooiprints on
the hard-crusted suow, thelr path
made bright before them by the
light of their burning dwellings and
ravaged fields, flying in haste from
Missouri and throwing themselves
upon the lLiospitality of the kind-
hearted people of Illicols—for at
that time they were kiud-Learied,
and nobly opened their arms to re-

ceive the  homeless  refugees.
But the clouds of persecution
again  gatheved. The heavens
again filled wiih black ness,

the tempest of man’s wrath burst
over the heads of God’s people, and
finally they were again compelled
to forsake their lilomes, driven before
the bayonefs aud caunon of a ruth-
less mob, and perfermiug a journey,
unparatled in bistory, ot 1,500 miles
from the borders of civilization,until
the insplred mind of Brigham
Young, haiting oo the bench east of
this eity exclaimed, ‘““This is the
place; here the Temple of God will
he built, and here the Baiuts wilk be
zalhered and Lecome & great and
mighty people in the midsl of the
Rocky Mountaing.”? This was iu
fulfilment of n prophecy-left on rec-
otd by the Prophet Joseph iun the
summer of 1842.

We are here in the niountains of
Epbraim, in the chambers of the
everlasting hils, according to the
words of the Prophets, aneient and
modern, and they who have driven
us from place to place have only
fulfilled the prophecies, pushiug us,
though with a bloody haud, with a
mailed arm of oppreszion, on to our
great destiny.

We are suffering for our religion,
and we expect to suffer for it, just as
men aud women in 21! ages have
had tosuffer who have been brave
enough, independent encugh, free
euough from the traditions aud pre
judiees of the world around them fo

rise up and say, ‘I am will-
ing to forsake all — father,
motlhier, husband, wife, ehil-
dren, home, possessions, and

follow the Lord Jesus Christ through
|good and through evil report.??
This is the spirit that has gathered
to these mountaing, from nearly
every nation uunder heaven, {his
people ealled Latter-day Saints—
Eeople who were once Methodists,
J atholies, Proesbyteriaus, Baptists,
infidels, or what you wiil, all haviug
beeu baptized futo one spirit, and,
instend of quarreling and coutend-
ing among themselves, receiving
|for their God the true and living
God, for their faith {he ancient
faith restored, for their baptism the
true baptism, and have taken as
I their guide the Holy 8pirit which

has been poured out vpon them
from on high.

The world thinks the Latter-dny
Saints are deluded, that it is the
cunning and wisdom of man that
has brought this aggregation,of peo-
ple of different creeds and climes
together and moulded them into one
bhomogeneous mass. But they are
mistaken. It is because each mem-
Ler of the Church of (God bhas re-
ceived for himself or hergell a
knowledge that these ihings which
[ am mow telling you are true; they
know that Joseph Smith did receive
a vigit from the Father aud the Son;
they kuow that he did receive Lhe
Book of Mormen In the way
thiat he declavred. They have
received the testimony of
the 8pirit of God, though
they dwelt among nations far over
the sea; received under the hapds
of the servauts of (God, wlhio have
power to bestow the lioly Ghoat,
this testimony which they now bear
to the world.

The cunning and the shrewdness
of man eould not bring such a peo-
ple togethier. Why, if it were earth-
ly sonsiderations that had brought
this people here, they would have
beeu seattered to the four winds long
before now; they would have fol-
lowed the example of craveus and
cowards, tiaitors and apcstates inall
ages. They would fly over to the
strouger side at the firet appreach of
danger and persecution. Earthly
congiderations! No; these are uot the
inducements that have Lrought the
Latter-day Saiuts together,although
many of usseem to give the lie to
{his deelaraliou. We are too prone
to geek after the things of thig earth,
and negleet our high calling and
forget the great example which we
ghiould get to the world; but down
deep in the hearts of all true Latter-
day Saints there isa knowledge, a
testimony—whatever little incon-
sistencies their actions may mani-
fest when compared with their
claims and professious—that these
things are true. This is the secret
of their unity. Thisis the binding
power which welds them together—
not the hope of iold, silver and
merchandise—not the hope of earth-.
iy gaiv,or of worldly popularity.

Notwithstanding the boasted
claims of this gereration, to free-
dom, Independence, and liberality,
I expect to see the time when the
gpirit of intolerance will prevail to
a muech greater extent than it does
even now. It may yet be asinuch
as o man’s life is worth, to say, “1
know that Joseph Bmith waos a
I’rophet of God.” But we won't
anticipate trouble; we will waitand
pray God that wemay have strength
for every irial. God will not per-
mit this work to be destiroyed.
There may fall martyrs for the
truth, but this Cburel, this king-
dom whicl was p’redict.ed by Daniel
and al} the holy Prophets who have
gone before, wlill ptand, and pever
be thrown down or giveu to another
people; no matter who may aposta-
tize, whoever may fall, whoever
may sufTfer martyrdom. ‘Blessed are
dead who die in the Lord.” and
blessed are they who live iu Elimy
in order that they may be prepared
to die whenever death shall come.



