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Mayor to appoint men who are the in late years placed before the world |another assertlon, that our Lord Iiim-

enemies of the movement that placed
him in power, in order that those ene.
mies may be in a position to take
measures that will securc the defeat ot
that movement should it put up a
ticket at the next. municipal election,
The caucus has determined that muni-
cipal patronage shall be sa distributed
ag to diseredit and defeat the purposes
88 well as the friends of nor-partisan-
fem. Thia theory easily accounts for
the amalgamation of Republlcan and
Democratic elementa in the war upon
the Biavor, {nsidesand outside of the
Clty Council.

The machine is8 showing what it can
and will do for the sake of perpetuat-
ing the worst features of American
municipal potlties, and two years of
such jnstruction as it is giving the citi-
zens and taxpayers of this city will, In
the opinion of the “News.” be sufficient
to teach thoroughly a much larger
number of them than saw the light
last November, the necessity of elect-
fng next time an excluslvely business
ticket. Already non-partsanism lIs so
strong that partisanism can not sue-
cessfully cope with it, and a bi-par-
tisan caucus of City Council members
had to he organized in order to with.
gtand it. Play the dramna to a finish;
its moral will not be lost on the people.

THE Z0LA TRIAL.

«wThe aftermath of the Zola trial, like
the triat itself, deflea the assumption
that France ! a free country, or that,

in respect of judicial courses,it 1s much

" better off than it wa# in the days of the
tettre de cachet. Colone]l Plequart,
who s a believer in the innocence of
Dreyfus and the guilt of Esterhazy and
waid as much at the Zola trial, would
have lost nothing In any Anglo-8axon
country hy hla efforts to separnte truth
and falsehood. But In France he was
dismissed from the army In disgrace.
Even a college professor and chaplain
who dared to differ from 'T'Armee’ In
thelr views of an action in the civil
courts were made to feel the heavy
kand of the government.”

The foregoing is a portion of the Ban
Francisco Chronlcle’s views on a Bub-
ject which. though purely local in its
eharacter, has become a world-widz
theme; not only this, but in every
elvilized 1and and almést every part
. thereof, each plde of the bitter contro-
wversy has it8 partisans and champions.

o the refiective mind which 1s alao
familiar with French history, the Zola
trial presentn some very unpleasant
phases, the conclusion reached in many
cases belng Irresistible that a republi-
can form of government among the
Latin races ia at the best a superficial
quantity, It requires the highest type
of intelligence and the most complets
education among the masses to make
a popular government #trong and
secure respect at home and abroad:
and while the Frenth an a whole are
intelligent enough. and in the geogra-
phies are set down 2s an enlightened
race, they are not as a mass highly
éducnted and a Ereat percentage are
not educated at all. It Is such a state
of affaire as makes a atrong central

by any nation claiming to rank as a
first-class civilized and enlightened
puwer, The rabble’'s shout of "Down
with the Jew!" quite frequently
drowned the court procedure, which
was surely revolutionary. one-sided
and unjust enough to satlsfy the most
radical of them. Witnesses answered
questions or refused to azs they saw fit,
and at times nddressed the jury at
length instead,amld shouts of approval
or groans of disapproval according to
the favor or disfavor whiech suech
speeches produced. To make a fitting

yelimax to the tragical farce, the A8E0-

clated Press was able to announce defl-
nitely. some forty-eight hours beforc
the case was suhmitted, that Zola
would be convleled.

If France is not careful, a Napoleon
may break away from an Klba and

gtve her a genuine aurprise before
long,

THE MAINE INQUIRY.
Notwithstanding the emphatiec as-

surance that no official information has
been recelved as to the true cause of

the Maine disaster, the Impression
seemB t0 become deeper eveary day that
it was the work of conspirators. The

of New York to the effect that 1t has

evidence to prove that the murderous
plot was laid and executed from a
bulldlng on the shore *opposite the
Maip® by villains who were to receive
from Spanlsh officials %10,000 for their
work, may be nothing more than &
briliiant flash of imagination; still 1t
indicates the dlrection of the thought
among a large class of thc people in
thils country. The number who belleve

the explosion due to accldent is gro\v-l

ing less every day.

The next question to occupy the pub-
lic mind will be, what reparation ean
Spain offer for the destruction of the
eruiser and the murder of two hundred
and fifty American sallors? War, wlith

further destruction of life and proper- |

| ty, can certainly not atone for the lives
Ialremly lost. The probability isa,
[t once becomes an established fact
that the responsibility for the Havana
tragedy rests in any way on Spain,
that the sentiment in this country will
be unanimous for a termination of the
conditions on Cuba which made the
explosion possible. It Is no longer to
be denied that the horrors of the war-
fare there are beyond description. The
concurring testimony of impartial wit-
nesses 18 conclusive, A whole peace-
ful population brought gradually to the
verge of death by the slow process of
starvation: men dying a thousand
deaths in foul dungeons; and women
and children dropping off in the streets
and by the roadside—all this 15 & apec~
tacle too sickening for a ¢ivilized na-
tlon to hehold In silence. The sound
of the explosion In Havana waa ter-
rible, and its echoes may vet awnken
the world to a realization of its respon.
olbillty. Then will come the demand
for the establishment of civilization in
Cuba. The jsland wili be free. Liber-
ty for Cuba would be a fitting denoue-
ment of the Maine tragedy.

government a necessity for the preser- |

vation of order and the promulgatlon
of adequnte laws.

When the innate dieposition of the
commonérs is toward communism, de-
struction and lawlessness In  varlous
forms. the Tact that each of these re-
allzex that he ia an elector and there-
fore the equal of an¥ one else does but
encourage him in the wrong direcction
instend of inspiring him with a deter-
mination to uphold lnw and order. and
we repeat, A& governmenl 18 not safe
jn such hands. The Zola ™trial" so
calied. s the moat recent exemplificn-
tion of the fact on a large scale. Noth-
ing tike it, at least in degree, has bheen

IEVOLUTION OF HIGHER CRITICISM

We have al] along maintalned that the world.

assertion of one of the yvellow journals |contains a hrief

i

iinfluence

geif waB probably mistaken as to His
‘mlsalon and ecalling, and misunderstood
by Hig first followers. Thia 1s a logleal
c¢eductlon, Higher criticlsm supplics
,the premlses.

Bo far some of the discipled of the
'modern eritieal school have heen re-
luctant to admit the unavaidable con-
clusion, but now Dr. Arthur Cushman
Mcdliffert In n volume entitled A His-
tory of Christianity in the Apostolic
Age lifta the vell and permits the pub-
e to behold the skeleton. With an
‘audaclty warthy of Voltalre, or his leas
hrlillant diseiple. Ingersoll, he charges
the Savior with mistaken ideas as to
l I= own work and one of the New
Testament authors, Luke, with stating
what he knew to be false, And this
| book 18 in a neasure sanctioned by the
tamous Profeasor Briggs of Unjon The-
wlogical seminary and Professor Sal-

of Free Church college, Aberdeen.
F'rofessor Bhniles Matthews, assncliate
professor of NewTestament history and
jrterpretation in the Unverslty of Chl-
cago characterizes it as the most nota-
Ible additon to the theological lterature
in {ta line as yet made by any Ameri-
can, a view fn ‘which Lymnan Abbott
r+d other divines seem to concur. Are
theologians turning jnfidels en masse?

The Literary Digest of February 2u

review of the new
hook. According to this. the author
beging by .pointing out that during the
century, or century and a half, pre-
ceding the hirth of Christ, the antiei-
pation of the coming of the Meszsiah
was quite common among the people.
Then John the Baptist arose, but mere-
ly ns a common preacher. He was not
Iconscious of any special mission. He
knew that a crisis was at hand and ex-
horted the people to prepare for it. He
¢claimed no revelntion. He only did,
the author thinks, what anyone else
might have done, and many even better
than he,

Passing from John the Baptist to

|the hjstory of our Lord, the author

compliments the child Jesus on his won-
derful nccomplishments at the age of
twelve vyears. when the son of the
carpentet, notwithstanding all local
disadvantages, was found in the Temple
astoniahing the Adoctors with his
eritleal knowledge of the law, He finda
that Jesus at this early age had the
deep conviction that God was Hise
Father. How this came upon Him the
learned author cannot BAy. His sug-
gestion 1s this, that Jesus, under the
of the Hehrew Scriptures,
might have heen led to concelve of God
as the Father of the Jewish nation,
but the interpretation of this father-
hood as applticahle to Him individually
“ean find its ultimate explanation only
in His own unlque religious personal=
ity.”"

The idea that Jesus was the Messiah,
Dr. McGiffert belleves, He concelved at
His baptlsm. The temptation followed.
'The Messianic call brought Him face

|to face with the questton, whether He

| could, consistently with His own char-
acter and experience, devote Himself
to the fulfillment of the common earth-
ly hopes of His countrvmen: whether

iHe could he true to Himself and yet

be the kind of Messlah they expected.
But although He helieved Himself te
be the Mesatah He systematieally re-
frained from declaring this fact to
The incident at Caesarea

r“hlgher‘ crithelsm,” so-called, is only a | Philipp! marked an epoch in His min-

clever fiank attack on the fundamental.

doctrine of Christiantty, and that not-,

withstanding its clalms to a more re-
fined and exalted sphere than that oc-
cupled by orthodoxy, ita 'essence is
¢oarge infidelity. By the assertion
that the sacred literature of the Old
covenant Is merely a mixtum composi-
tum of ancient folk-lore “edited”
gomebady who but poorly understood
his business, the way was. paved for

by  Hiz disciples.

{stry. for it was then that He firat dis-
tinctiv acknowledged His Mes#sianie
ealllng to His disciples, aAnd even then
He charged them that they should tell
no one else.

The author 1s not positive that Jeaus
declared that the Son of Man would
return within the life time of some of
But He feels confident

that the evangelists, and with them

{the early Christlans in general, belleved
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