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THE congregational

CREED

AN attempt has been made by a
number of congregational minismints
tera to effect the formulation of a
written creed subscription to
which shall beve neenecessaryessary to an
acknowledged membership in the
body of0f Congregationcongregationalismallem the
evident intention of the movement
was the exclusion of somebomeBOme churches
and preachers from fellowship now
gallingsailing under colors
but the doctrines and principles of
those who claim to belong to this
denomination are rather difficult
of arrangement indeed they are
impossible of into a
creed because many of them are
discordant and the
genius of congregational church
government is almost inconsistent
with the formation of a setsebb form of
falthfaith it gives the utmost latitude
to each local body of worshipworshippersworshipperspempea
so far is this extended that in sobomesomeme
parts of the world congregational-
istsi are popularly known as inde-
pendentspenpandents s

I1

but the need of a creed for the
times is called for by the changes
that have taken place in the views
of both preachers and people since
the promulgation of the dogmas
laid down in the westminster
catechis mand the rejection by most
of them of the extreme views enun-
ciated by calrin and his disciples
the creeds of men need continual
change they areaie full of errors
audand time exposes them the sim-
ple truth of god stands untouched
by the force oflof time and needsneeda no
reconstruction

the christian union of the lith
lust reprintreprints i a profession of faith
published by a body of ernieminentnent
congregationalists who assembled
in boston in 1865 which is suffi-
ciently broad to take in most pro-
fessing christians and we append
it for the consideration of our
readersaderare

recognizing the unity of the
Cchurch of christ in all the world
and knowing that we are but one
branch of christs people while
adhering to our peculiar faithfalth and
order we extend teto all believers
the hand of christian fellowship
upon the basis of those great funda-
mental truths in which all chris-
tians should agree

with them we confess our falthfaith
in god the father the son and
the holy ghost the only nyinghying
and true god in jesus christ the
incarnate word who iaIs exaltedexulted to
bobe our redeemer and king indand kinjinin
the holy comforter who isas present
in the church to regenerate and

the soul
with the whole church we con-

fess the common sinfulness and
ruin of our raeesracesrace and acknowledge
that it iais only through the work
accomplished by the liflandlife and expia-
tory death of christ that believers
in nimhim before god re-
ceive the remission of binesine and
through the presence and grace of
the holy comforter are delivered
from the power of binein and perfected
in holiness

we bellove alsoaiso in the organized
and visible church in the ministry
of the word in the sacraments of
baptism and the lords in
the resurrection of the body and in
the final judgment the issues of
which are eternal life and everlast-
ing punishment

11 we receive these truths on the
testimony of godlod given through
prophets and apostles and in wethie
life the miracles the death the
resurrection of his soneon our divine
redeemer a testimony preserved
for the church in the scripturesScrip tureetureyir of
the old and new testaments
which were composed by holy men
aaas they were moved by the holy
ghost

affirming now our belief that
those who thus holdbold one ralTalthoneithone
lord one baptism together con
statute the one catholic Church the
beveralseveral households of which though
called by different namosnames are the
one body of christ and that these
anemboisbeis of his body are sacredly
bound to keep the unity of the
spirit in the bond of peace we de-
clare that we will operatecooperateco with
all who bold these truths withthem we will carry the gospel intoevery pirtpart of this land and with
them we will go into all the worldWorldorid
and preach the gospel to everyryreacreatureieature may hebe to whom all

power is given and earth
fulfill the promise which is all our
hope flo0o I1 am with you alway
even to the end of thetthe world
amen

there are many points in the
which various con-

flicting views are helbelbellanddand believers
iuin them while perfectly willing to
subscribe to their correctness may
yet interpret them according to
their peculiar ideas thothe
of the framers of the document
was no doubt to embrace asa large a
number of professing christians as
possible within the arms of tho
church and therefore were thuthus
liberal in their formula we call
thetho attention ofbf our friends to the
principles therein enunciated and
to the fact that accordiaccordingbg to the
first section of this declaration
congregationalists who accept it as
their creed cannot consistently re
fuse to recognize as christians the
body of believers composing the
much opposed and berated church
of jesus christ of latter day
saintasaints

stabSTARSTARLIGHTLIGHT

the millennial star of june sadsod
contains many items of interest
from which wowe collate the follow
ing

the cheerful character of the
reports coming in fromfrow the several
conferences and missions is to us
a source of much pleasure bap-
tisms are increasing in frequency
and the elders in their communi-
cationscations give evidence of cheerful-
nessnass and faith incited by the en-
couragingcou raging character of the prospects
of the future

96relearnWe learn from brother roberts
presidentresidentP of the manchester
branch that permission having
been obtained to place the church
publications in the central refer-
ence library cf that city thetho
saints there have contributed suf-
ficientnicficfocientlerit to procure the necessary
books for that purpose the
branch also regularly supplies a
copy eaeachh of the star to
eavent libraries in manchester by
this means the written word will
reach a great many people who
would probably not otherwise per-
use ILIit

on monday may 5athtb eldar or-
aonbonaon pratt received a letter from
president john taylor informing
him that the council of the twelve
apostlespostlesA had decided that he should
knainremain in england and obtain
electro plates for a newnow edition ofiethe book of doctrine and cove
rantshants AS thetue getting out orof theme
references for this standard work
involves considerable labor and it
waswall the desire of the twelve that
elder pratt should return home as
early as convenient and practica-
bleblea president taylor advised him
to summon to hisbis aid what help he
might require Eldereider nicholsonwaswaa
namednam ednaedaaas one toforgivegive what time he

i could spare from his other labors
which he is consequently doing
in addition elders hugh findlay
john riderbider and moroni snow were
called on to help and are now and
have been for fbomesome time engaged
under the supervision of elder
pratt aidingsiding the latter in getting
out the references and he is there
fore with this assistance progress-
ing very rapidly with this prepara-
tory work for the proposed newnow
edition

As soon as the work is sufficient-
ly advanced to warrant it elderpratt accompanied by elder josjoa
bull who will assist him will pro-
ceed to london where the type
will be set and the electro plates
obtained the of the type
will be similar to that used for the
latest american edition

I1 we have received a letter from
president george crane datedmay 29 in which he informs us
that he recently baptized five per-
sons four of whom are new mem-
bers he likewise enclosed wwithith
his communication a letter ad-
dressed to him from elder
reidbelli the latter Is actively en

in the discharge of his duties
traveling visiting and preaching
he lately baptized several mem
berabers ofoi a family who formerly be-
longed to the church and one per-
son among them who was not pre-
viously a member

A letter to elder crane from
brother thomas mitchell
ton on tees dated may 27 statestatedu
that five persons had just been
baptized there and two more were
expected to be added within a
few days

elder thomas child writes from
leeds conference may

t1I baptized fofourur at clayton a
short time agnand three moremoie have
been added at other places there
Is a prospect of a few more soonboon 11

elder geo H taylor inln apria pri-
vatevate letter from london may
to one of the brethronbrethren in the office
bayssays

gri1I am having a very good time
being out nearly every night at
meemoemeetingstings er visiting persons who
breare investigating orof which class
there is quite a number we bap-
tized five adult persons and seven
children last week and we have
three more grown people to baptize
next week I1 am greatly blessed in
my speaking and wonder some-
times

bome
where itift comes from

our friends in utah should pay
particular attention to the follow-
ing

considerableerable difficulty is caused
in this office through the saints in
utah remitting money for their
friends by post office orders made
payable to william budge without
an accompanying notification spe-
cifying for whose benefit the money
isla intended the orders are sent by
the onnoffofficersleers of the hobt office and
therefore cannot be accompanied
by the necessary advice eietieseparateparate
notifications in letters are not sumsuffi-
cient to obviate the difficulty as
there are no names on the orders
and we frequently receive quite a
num berof them together in con-
sequence we have sometimes to
retain orders here a long timeuntilbutil
furtherfurtYierieT on this account
parties for whom the remittances
ireare intended are occasionally de-
layed in their departure foror utah

when money iais sent through this
office we request that it be done
by means of church drafts which
can be abstained by forwarding the
money to thetho office of president
john taylor salthalt lake city when
it I1ia the desire oiof the remitter thatthat
the money is to be used for gemlememi-
gration

I1
only this should bobe speci-

fied on the draft
we receive a large number of let-

ters asking us to furnish informa-
tion of various kinds of a personal
charactersharaeteroter to repliesreplica we
suggest that persons making the
inquiries enclose Buffisufficientclent to cover
the cost of postage

THE WORIK IN grGERMANYarmanyarmany
THE following letter to elder geo
reynolds has been received from
elder henry flamm presiding
over the swiss and german mis
sion it is dated 33 PostPoatgasse bern
may 27 1879 we have omitted the
preliminary sentences but publish
the letter almost entire that our
friends here may learn of the feel-
ings of the brethren and the pro-
gress otof thetho work on the european
continent

think it has come to a fine
point when christian judges
consider the laws of a corrupt na-
tion got up by unprincipled states-
men and shoddy lawyers that they
might torment and harrass the bestbefit
menman living upon gods footstool
I1 frequently wonder what puny
men expect to accomplish by mak-
ing war with the almighty whenwhon
I1 read your letter and the DESlesDESERETET
NEWSnews which is always received
with a hearty welcome at this
place concerning the treatment
they gavegaver to our worthy and so
much tried and staunch friend
brother and hearty supporter otof the
cause of god D JS wells strange
feelings came over me I1 felt to ask
myself how long oh loral will
thou permit the ungodly to perse-
cute thy servants sympathy
mingled with a feeling of disgust
took possession of my soul sym-
pathy for my brethren who for the
cause of truth have to endure bliall
me abuse of the vilest of men lisdis-
gust for a set of
to execute the laws of a repub-
lic an asylum for all religious wor
Shipperaraj as guaranteed under that
godgoa inspired instrument the con-
stitutionution of the united states I1 of

cater ta0 the bhima
and notions of rotten politicians
and carpetbagemaera
I1 am laboring for the spread of

thetho cause in thesethere lands and a
shortbort8 time ago I1 applied for the
privilege of posting up handbillshandbills
to advertise our meetings and invite
ailall men to investigate our princi-
ples which I1 succeeded in getting
here in bern and much good has
grown out of it and as we hadbad a
good start in bavaria on the rhine
where elder theurer labors I1 sent
him a copy of our billbills with a re

questst to do likewise the authorINties where our branch Is have al-
ways behaved very gentlemanly to-
wards us heretofore which of
coursecourses strengthened my confidence
anthemin them now ahen this bilidasbill was
presented to them they felt them-
selves incompetent to give the
grant and sent to a higher court tato
get tthee mind of that body an
answer was returned stating that
they wanted all of our books sent
to them for investigation and until
they could give a decision all of our
meetings at that place either public
or private must cease the books
are now being forwarded and the
police the gen-
tleman has sentsenta a request of his own
to expedite the affair and ifit possible
to give us the privilege asked for
andana if not to lot us know the dedeci-
sion

cl-
ionB as soon aaas possible the saints

feelfeol badToad to be deprived of their
meetings fortorforatoraa season boutmy con-
victionsvict ions isiISOis that much good will
result and a larger field
for the elders to labor in will be
the crowning result the commis-
sioner told the brethren that no
doubt they would have to appear
before court to give an account of

i themselves which they are but too
glad to dudo

in connection with this the
press is not idle andud howling
priests feeling that their craft is in
danger are doing their best to stop
the progress of the work but not-
withstanding all the efforts ofor
zealous and ungodly persons the
work of god idIs prospering and
growing as a testimony ofot which
we have the privilege ofaccompany
ing honest souls to the waters edge
occasionally

I1 have paid a visit to my rela-
tives in lately held
several well attended meetings
with them and opened a field
for some of the missionaries
As my labors are in thethe
office principally and my time
to return is nigh at hand I1
thank god that at least a prospect
is ahead inainlna a newnow part of this mis-
sion where I1 think many will yet
be made glad through the glorious
message brought to earth again
from heaven in this our day

vvewe have had a visit lately from
who heldaedhed confer

ances throughout the missionnanddandand
we had a feast of fat things he ex-
pressedprearied his entire satisfaction con-
cerning I1the state of this mission I1and the

oneono more more item although
lastylastslasulast but not least I1 must allude to
and that is the praiseworthy action
ofot our german saints in utah in

of their substance to aid
the poor to emigrate from these
lanianlandsds many hearts are madomade light
and new hope is infused into some
that soon their turn for deliverance
I1is at band many are the prayers
that ascend on their behalf

I1 shall leave liverpool on my
return home on juneijunel shall
be glad to meet mymy friends in baitsalt
lahke city and utah in genegeneralmis

THE COURSE OF FOLLY COULD
NO FURTHER GO

AT a meeting of the historical
society of washington county
pennsylvania on thoiho oth dinst
among other resolutions adopted
was the annexed

resolvedresolvedBesolved that a committee of
ten be appointed to take action to
perpetuate the memory dfof solomon
spauldingpauldingtf the authoauthorrotof the mor-
mon bible of which A M gow
shall be chairman the remaining
members to be appointed by the
executive committee

the minutes of the meeting are
published in the beliewreview and ex-
aminer otof washington pennsylva-
nia of june makes the
following comments

As will be seen by the minutes
elsewhere the historical society
has appointed a committee to take
measures to perpetuate the memory
ofbf rev solomon spaulding a citi-
zen of this county and the author
of the so called bible of the mormot
mons the collection of marvel
oua statements which makeup that
wonderful piece of sacred fiction
was written it lais generally believed
by the above gentleman as a sort
of intellectual gymnastic exercise
and to pass awayawny the idle hours1

never thinking it would becombecome
the standard of faith for a people
gathered from all parts of the world
controlling one of the richest territo-
ries belou glug to the united
states the workyork was neversever print-
ed but the manuscript was left to
careless bands as a thing of no

value how joe smith these ddiof Moimolmormonismmonism got poepowpo pFbionaion of it wo have not heard fatait is saideald that it can badebede biproven that the story which 4 91si91a
mon spaulding uhe washing ucounty preacher wrote for filiful resubstantially the same that lotjotjo w
smith the apostle of 11
palmed off for gospel the wwot actthis committee willbewill he initi adal ppito making thisthia fact well 0beyond quibble to devise somsisome v
manent memomemorialilaiilal of thehe oboisa tcountry preacher who horhoa 0unwittingly shaped the bounesfounds a
stones for the religion of utah u

of all ththe folliese ofzumemorial I1 n
monument building fanatics P
is the gestandhuhugest and most absurd
the first place the lorylonytory uheith idefunct religiousrelisloubloua romancerlOT I1wrote anyanythingthing likeilke the ciantra 1

of which hebe waswaa the repute i
thor rests upon the nycnyo 8tmeaUN i
tini of foundations it is i
from the evidence that boiu

such a person as bolomholomonolf pa
ing and that hebe mos
kindhind of novel
nary peopleof idolatrous eisebi fICIA

who settled ancient america bi
the nature and characcharactertei of u iwork such contrary reports ha11141111

i been given it isla impossibly tto0 i
cideclde with certainty whatever
may have been it it is i
tionlion with those who have ulyews tgated the matter as cloatlyulys
possiblein the absence of uzeuce IR

that it had no coati tc
with or likeness to the me foro
mormon in anyauy manner ntake all the blatestatementments thatthai wbp

been made on this matter bybattall
who desire to foist the
off the book of mormon upon ttil nintellectual gymnast
and apart from their ai Adictionsduct ions and gratuitodibavibaMAD

eions and there is not milenamiledaaagadt letot
between that pious ria W
the prophet joseph SmithprypirI1 Tnsimilarityeimilarity between thedesc
features of his alleged prudum

and the volume translated fronfrom g
sacred plates

the nonsensenoneenseenbe then otof antaa t
tempt to perpetuate the
spaulding as the authorauthorotof d1

so called mormonM odaion bible is id
rous in the extreme and 111 J n
members of the hlatHiathistoricalorical bocci

of a pennsylvaniaeonaponaeonpon avj nianim countycourty panuit or
ndind anything1I1lytkything better toboftol Atheirthein time than in such a vait 0

Wwithith an object to bayeay the leajea
so10 ddoubtfulcubitrulful a character they 1

beterbetter be presided with some hurtint 1
ming tops and marbles or be idillull

tedled into the mysteries of sim u
says thumbs up wherewith

hours when not i1

9ared in historical debate
bilt supposing the surmisesBurm iaea tiftlift

jumpers at conclusions who a
the Manusemanuscript

which bytheby the by nobody amfias foilot

with the book of mormon to s
correct what claim has the aalaad
to public consideration and V

should his memory be perpetuateute P
the only remarkable thing
ed of him is that he a yeaSnergiettiest
the gospel wrote a
just fortor tun and coucouldcoullidsialtalW- L

thing more attractive whennwheretvt
while away his leisure tilinwM6 U

1

to manufacture anun ampol I
which he tried in vain totoanpill
for the holy purpose ot mahmat
money this is a nicenim exama
offer to buccesucceedingeding generation
is a splendid specimen of thethealal

i nicanrican eccleseceleslutt he formsforma a 1at

ing subject fortor a monument
memorialmemoriall has that county id I1

society gone crazy L of I1

composed of a number of padpanbenj
vaniavanis Fickwicks with less t
mental capacity of the famo

ianstans who addled theirair digilei

brainsins over the mystic lettersetters vFl

correctly deciphered spelt
stubbs his mark 1Jwe will offer a suggestion 90
society which appears so anxo 1

keep the jiame and fame otoofafil
story making country

before the world that is
the means to btbe appropriatesoBa
proposed memorial in theathe po

tion of his alleged work joebsea
the book of mormon totoairilalllD0publish it in thetha leading upblasg
of modern times le16

world read what bee
if he is thetho authorautnutbotihoTi

if any saneeane person otootof oori

intellect who carefully peramperses

book comes to the conclusion
it was concocted in deception
fabricated for gain let sadspag0have all the glory which thestheythe y

ington county Hihistorical 5
dedesireafrealre to cover him with i a 0ayiywe will venture the guessgue

0none of its members ever 93resad y0whole of the book alidand thaithattw
review and examiner editedif


