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the Central government, when thete
" petty revolutions do break out the ne-
ceesity for peace which exlsts in the
nation at large {s such that an effective
force Is avallable to suppress the dls-
turbances, and cobsequently the latter
become less frequent as the prospect
of their succees Is made more remote.

The assurances already given by exper-’

fence in this regard make welcome the
new nation as a harblager of peace and
progperity to Central Amerlea.

The interests of our people and gov-
ernmert are effected in some degrees,
and that favorably, by the change.

_ Many leading Amerlcan statesmen have
Adisplayed a marked concern in a Cen-
tral American federatlon, and the pres-
ent accomplishment results in & large
degree from Influences origlnating In
this country. Whlle the governments
that have been consolldated are of Lat-
jn-Ameri¢can peoples, and as such have
sympathized to a considerable extent
with Spain in the recent war, there is
a feellng of strong frlendshlp and res-
pect for Americans, Which in the end
dominates all outstde Influences. Be-
gides, the leading statesmen there ree-
ognlze that the Interests and destiny of
Central America are linlked with the
great Repubtic, and not with any Euro-
pean power. All this invites and stimu-
lates Amertecan commercial relations;
and with the additional attentlon at
present attragted by tne Nlcaragua ¢an-
a] project, there should be a marked
fmpetus to American enterprise and
Arade with the country now under the
dominion of the new republic. Sue-
cers to the new United Biates!

-

HUMAN NATURE.

Prof. Lombroso, who Is regarded as
high authority on criminal matters, has
recently turncd hls attention to the
study of children. Hls discoveries,

even If orlginality can hardly be
claimed for them, are of special inter-
est to parents and teachers.

The Italian e¢riminologist finda that
the true morat sense {8 wanting in
children during the first few yearg of
childhood and that when they are old
enough to recognizc the effects of ac-
tions, thetr standard is usually what-
ever the father or the mother permits
or forbide. As a general rule, Lom-
broso obgerves that the child prefers
wrong to right, and that vanlty and
viee manifest themselves as strongly
as in thelr elders. A8 the infantile
period Is passed through by the normat
child, and It approaches adolescence,
it puta on & new life nnd moves to a
higher plane. But there are unfortu-
nately child mongters who never pass
to the higher planes of exlstence. Such
constitute that abnormal class of de-
generates who now and then display
their innate characters by the com-
mission of atroclities and obsacenities
which shoek all the better feelings of
huntan nature., There is a degenerate
eriminal type, and this type as found
in childhood developes along certaln
lines Into the adult rascals who Infest
the conpested places in citles.

The observations of Lombroso are
made substantially by other Investiga-
tors, too. Perez demonstrated the
frequency and the precocity of anger
in children, and this 18 confirmed by
obeervation of bables and small chil-
dren almost every hour of the day,
Eminent authorlties testify to the move-
ments of the evebrows and the real
fits of rage manifested by infants when
only two months old, and frequently
before they are twelve month3 old they
will strike .at those about them, make
efforts to break dishes, or to throw ob-
jects at tnammas or nurses, acting pre-
cleely as savages do. Michael Afon-

grow in children just as thelr bHodles
grow; and only & few Yyears since,
President Stanley Hall boldly asserted
that all chlldren are lfars.

It Is exceedingly imteresting to notice
In this connection that the contentlon
'of some modern philosophera that hu-
man beings by nature are good and be-
come ineclined to evil as they later on
In life are surroupded by corrupting
influences finds no support in {mpar-
tial seclentific investigation; nor doea
| Plato's 1dea that the mind of a child
Is a blank sheet upon which the edu-
| cator is at liberty to Inseribe swhatever
characters he choses. On the contrary,
| the old-fashtoned doctrine of human
| depravity, humiliating as 1t may be to
the pride of man, is amply sustained
by such tnvestigation,

Lombroso points out that there are

certain signs which Indlcate wunmis-
takable crimlnal tendencies. The duty
of the educator should be to study

these slgne untll he knows them and
18 famillar with thelr meaning. Then
he ean act intelligently as a reformer.
If for Instence a chlld does wrong, but
it has no percelvable special character-
istlee of the criminal, the teacher or

parent may rest assured that the
vielous tendency is trangitory. There
fs no cause for alarm. But if the

phyeical characteristics are consplenous
and continue to be more pronounced,
and the misdeeds grow more and more
serlpus, ordinary treatment Is insuf-
flelent. In that case, it may hecome
necessary to separate the child from
other chlldren and protect it from all
influences that may prove Injurious.
Especially, the professor says, should
such ehildren he kept out of towns and
cities. They should be set to work In
Isolated places, and ghould they grow
worse and worse they should be separ-
ated on the same principle as lunatics
are, 80 a8 to spave 8Soclety 8 meries of
misfortunes.

A GEM OF THE ANTILLES.

According to the Information brought
from Porto Rico by the postoffice com-
mlsalon appolnted to report on a plan
for the organization of am Amerlcan

postal service on that Island, the soll
there ias as productive as any on earth.
But Porto Rico 13 no ploace for small
farmers. It takes capital to acquire
land &nd to bring It In a proper condi-
tion for ylelding an abundant harvest.
The opinfon £f the commisalon Is that
the Island will reach tis highest devel-
apment when Jlarge syndlicates take
hold of the land and go to farming on
‘wtrigt business princlples.

The Porto Ricana, 1t 13 sald. are mot
good farmers. They are ¢ontent to get
what they can with a minlmum expen-
diture of energy, but even under Such
conditions eoffee plantations eost §1,000
an acre, and the Investment {s profit-
able. Spanish holders of mortgages on
such farms get from 15 ¢o 20 per cent
profit, and 'then a handsome proflt is
left for the planters. It s evident
from this that the acqulsition of Porto
Rico by the United States Iz one upon
gratulated. Hpaln has
that the annual surplus was not much
larger I8 due entirely to her aatiquated
methods of government.

The chief attraction of the {sland to
homeseekers 13. we are told, Its unrlv-
aled winter climate. JIn this regard
Porte Rleo I8 spoken of as a verltable
paradise. From the middle of October

but

neon, evenlngs, mornings

'migne eaid that Iylng and obstinacy| never cold. In_ December nights the

‘mereury sametimes drops to. b5 degrees,
but with the rising sun the mists fada
away and hutterfiies agaln hover about
the flowering lanas and the chorus of
bird volces Is heard In the forests,

This beautlful epot of earth {a, ac-
cording to the coniributor to Detnor-
est's Famlly Magazine, a& paradlse
without =érpents. No venomous snake
has ever been discovered by naturalists
who have explored the jungles In all
direettons. Nor are there any wolves,
foxes, wlldeats or weasela; mo monkeys
to decimate the harvest of the frult
planter and no otters 4o ra!d <he fish
ponds. “Home seekers,” thls enthusl-
astic writer says, “who have breathed
the perfume of the West Indlan wood-
lands and tasted the waters of the
Slerra springs will thlek scuthern Cal-
ifornia a desert and Florida a quag-
mire.” Add to thls that the Porto
Rleana cordially welcome American
Immlgration and Amerlcan reforms,
and the lovely plcture 1s eomplete.

HOW TO0O S1UDY FRENOW.

The “News"” has been asgked to call at-
tentlon tn the French school of the
“Alliance,” c¢onducted by Prof. Muz-
zarelll in the Templeton bullding, this
elty. The school has been established
twy wvepks, and we are told that the at-
tendance 18 very large and the interest
In ineraas'ug. Clagses for chlldren are
row held on Wednesday morrings and
Haturlday afternoons, while the clasaes
for grown people are held every Tues-
dav and Friday. 1

The methods of Prof. Muzzarelll are
dlifferent from those commonly em-
ployed. But we will let the professor
spealk for himself:

“The ordlnery classieal method 48 to
read from a grammar words and sen-

tences which the student eannot
pronounce, to correct the printed
word in one language wlith
another printed word in an-

other language; %0 percelve the sense
of the forelgn language through the in-
termediary of thelr maternal tongue:
that {s, by translatlon instead of by
direct assockation; usually the class ex-
erclses glven are wholly void of signin-
cance, @t set of llloglcal statements hav.
ing no application whatever to the stu-
dents’ Indlviduality and used solely for
the Jllustration of rules of grammar,
the whole process heing, therefore. ab-
stract and arbitary, resting on no foun-
dation except the fancy of the author.
*“To this procees my method 13 op-
pused in almost every particular; the
learner has for exerclases sentences that
always have a dlstinet and senslble
meaning and are true In substance and
in faet, Thease are llnked together In
lagical sequences of the development of
thelr aotion, and glve rise to good 1it-
erary experlence; the learner has {ha
significance of the phrase alwaysa called
up In his mind before he i3 Intdoduced
to the forcign phrase which expresaas
It; the assoclatlon of the forelgn phrases
la .thus not with an Eng!ish sentence,
but with the actual fact or mental con-
centlon which the Engllsh phrase only
stands for and expresses; the student
18 glven the pronunciation orally frst

which the country may well be con-iand
cleared over|ly
$3,000,000 yearly on this possession, and|on

to the end of Aprit the equatorial heat|
ia felt naw and them in the early after- in French the differant operations
andjopening & door. ]
afternoons are sald to be cool, though the door, how to grasp, the knob. how

and before he sees the practical form;

this several i&imes successive-
until L| s ENEMAVEN
his memory. Only after he
thoroughly knows the meanlng and

pronunclation 1s he allowed to see and
read the printed lesson. No mule, no
word, no phrase, no eXxpresslon & glv-
en in an abstract condltion but always
a9 dependlng on some conerete fact pré-
viously known and directly applying to

i the student's own individuallty.

“To Hluatrate: The class goes through
of

How tg move toward,



