
r

THEHE DESERET WEEKLY
truth and liberty

NO 19 SALT LAKE CITY UTAH OCTOBER 26 1895 VOLvoit LLLI

DISCOURSE
deliveredvered at the general conference

of the church in the tabernacle
sausalt lakelahe city sunday october ath
1895 by

PREST WILFORD WOODRUFF

REPORTED BY ARTHUR WINTER

president woodruff read from sec
tion 68 of the book otof doctrine and cov
enactseneuants as follows

e my servant orson hyde was called by his
J ordinance to proclaim the everlasting gospel

by thehe spirit of the everlasting god from peo
pie tto0 people and from land to land inin the

4 congregations of the wicked in their syna
bogues reasoning with and expounding all

y scriptures unto them
and behold and lo10 this isis an

untoonto gillall those who were ordained unto this
priesthood whose mission is appointed unto
them to go forth

and this is the unto them that
they shall speak as they are moved unto by
the holy ghost

and whatsoever ththey shall speak when

moved upon by the rolyholy ghost shall be
1 scripture shall be the will oi01 the lord shall be

the mind of the lord shall be the word of the
lord shall be the voice of the lord and the
poweramer of god unto salvation

behold this is the promise of the lord unto
jryou 0 ye my servants

J wherefore be of good cheer and do not fear
v sp I1 the lord am with you and will stand by

v you aandnd ye shall bear record of me even

jesus christ that I1 am the son of the living
A godW that Fr was that I1 am and that I1 am to

y ome
he then said
I1 have read these verses this morning

before you that you waymay understand the
positionition that I1 occupy before god an
trisels and men I1 have a desire to speak
a short time to the latter day saints
but I1 want you to stand as I1 have
read here that I1 am not capable nor is
toyimy man capable of teaching the chi-
ldrenr oiof men and edifying them in the
dospelpei of jesus christ without the holy

spiritspirit without revelation without the
inspirationpi ration of almighty god therefore
I1 want the laithfaith of the latter day sumssaints
and alao their prayers I1 need the
spirit of god to assist me as does every
man who attempts to teach the people
theithe things of the kingdom of heaven 1

exavearave been sick for about a week con-
fined mostly to my bed and room but I1
havebave felt that I1 did not wish this confer-
enceen to pass without meeting you for
theibe last day or two I1 have had the
loge of mingling with my friends and I1

have a desire to express upon
homesome things appertaining to our day
and generation and to the work of god

y the question arises in the minds of
the people in our day and generation

does president woodruff have revela-
tion do his counselors have revelation
do the twelve apostles have revela-
tion do this people have revelation
we live in too important a day and gen-
erationera tion antiand in the midst of too impor-
tant events for any man to be qualified
to lead the people of god one hour witwith-
out

h
revelation and inspiration from al-

mighty god and at this point I1 want
to say a lewfew words with regard to this
principle of revelation read the history
of the world old lather adam three
yyearsbarq and a half previous to hisbis death
called together seven of hisbis sons all
high priests seth enos jared ma
ballahallaleel canaan enoch and jethu
saleh with the residue of his posterity
and there he stood on his feet torfor a long
time clothed with the holy ghost and
the power of god and he prophesied
unto hisbis sons what should take place
concerning them and their posterity
to the end of time follow this out
take all those early patriarchs and
prophets and later oneson toland they all
have had revelation they had to have
it whenever a city became ripened in
iniquity and men blasphemed god and
broke his commandments the lord
almighty raised up prophets and in-
spired men to warn that city and the
inhabitants thereof of the judgments olof
god which should come upon them un-
less they repented jeremiah was
called to warn jerusalem and judea in
the reign of king Zedekiah and in doindoing9
so he stirred up the anger otof the people
against him and he was cast into a dun
geon and abused in almost every way
because he told them what was coming
to10 pass unless they repentedrepeated he did
not praise them but he told them that
they were committing sin and breaking
the laws olof god and if thethey did not re-
pent the judgments of Goggod would over
takelake them in reading of how they
persecuted him and what he passedpasse a
through a man would almost expect to
read in the book of jeremiah that he
said to them I1 you may all go to hellbell
torfor what I1 care I1 am not going to endure
these things 11 but you cannot read it
there for thefordthe lord in callinghamcallincallingghimhim had
said unto jeremiah

before I1 formed thee in the belly I1
knew thee and before thou earnestcamest
forth out otof the womb I1 sanctified thee
and I1 ordained thee a prophetprop tiet unto the
nations

jeremiah gave forth the word of the
lord and not one word tellfell unfulfilled
and so with every other prophet

take the whole history otof the world
down to the present generation and has
there ever been a time when the people
of god did not need revelation I1 say
nay now I1 would ask this congrega-
tion I1 would ask the jews the catho-
lics the protestantsstants I1 would ask the

clergy of all nations can this mighty
dispensation of which every prophet
has spoken be fulfilled and can these
great events transpire in the earth with-
out revelation from god no most as-
suredly not god never gave to a man
a greater dispensation than the one in
which joseph smith was called and or-
dained of god to organize the church of
lesusjesus christ of latter day saints it
required revelation it will require it to
thehe winding up scene zion cannot be

built up without it prophets and apostles
cannot do their work without it nor can
the nations of the earth be warned of the
great judgments that are at the door
without it therefore we say to all
men joseph smith was called of god
by revelation and further we say
that no man ever did or ever will have
power to warn the world to preach the
gospel or administer in one of the or-
dinancesdinances of the house of god wiwithout
the holy priesthood it is just as nec-
essary in the last days as it was in the
days of christ and his apostles or in
the days of isaiah and Jjeremiaheremiah you
cannot separate these ttangs12 ings they be-
long to the same god to the same sal-
vation totto tieie same principles of eternal
life

I1 have sat and listened to every apos-
tle that is before me now bear record
during this conference did not these
apostles speak by the hoholy ghost and
the power of god they didid and their
testimony is recorded in the great library
of the celestial kingdom of god they
could not edify us without it I1 would
to god that the inhabitants of the earth
would get rid of the idea that revelation
ceased when christ was put to death
it is a false doctrine revelation be-
longs to the salvation of ane children of
men

again why did the lord choose such
a weak man as wilford woodrufffitoto pre-
side over his church why did he
choose joseph smith an illiterate boyas
he was called why has he chosen
that class of men because he could
handle them he has chosen men that
will acknowledge the hand otof god the
questionfuestion has been asked me many timescywhy did not the lord choose some otof
the great divines otof the day because
it is not his manner of doing business
it never has been you may take the
apostles and prophets in any age of the
world and they have been very humble
men they are in this day and genera-
tion or the lord could not handle them
that is the reason the lord has chosen
the weak things otof the world to confound
the wise and things which are not to
bring to nought things that are could
joseph smith rise up and boast before
the god of israel that that was his
work could Brigbanghambern young could
john taylor can wilford woodruff


