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President Woodrufl read from Sec-
tion 68 of the Book ol Doctrine and Cov-
enanls, as follows:

My servant, Orson Hyde, was called by his
ordinance to proclaim the everlasting gospel,
by the Spirit of the everlasting Geod, from peo-
pie to people, and from land to Jand, in the
congregations of the wicked, in their syna-
ogues, reasoning with, and expounding all
g'ﬂlplures unto thern.

And, beliold, and lot this is an ensample
untp all those who were ordained unto this
priesthood, whose mission 1s appointed unto
them 1o go forth;

And this is the ensample unto them, Lhat
they shall speak as they are moved umto by
the Holy Ghost,

And  whatsoever lh;fv shall spemk when
moved upon by the oly Ghost, shall be
scripture, shall be the will o1 the Lord, shall be
the mind of the Lord, shall be the word of the
Lord, shall be the voice of lhe Lord, and the
power of God unto salvation:

Behold this Is the promise of the lord unto
you, O ye my servants;

Wherefore be of good cheer, and do not fear,
for I the Lord am with you, and will stand by
you; and ve shall bear record of me, ecven
Jesus Christ, that 1 am the Son of the living
God, that I was, that I am, and that 1 am to
come,

He then said:

1 have read these verses this morning
before you that you may understand the
position that ] occupy before God, an-
gels and men. I have a desire to speak
a shorttime to the Latter day Saints;
but | want you to understand, as I have
read here, that 1 am not capable, nor is
any man capahle of teaching the chil-
dren of men and edifying them in the
Gospe! of Jesus Christ without the Holy
Spirit, without revelation, without the
inspiration of Almighty God. Thereflore,
1 want the faith of the Latter day Saints,
and alao their prayers. 1 need 1he
Spirit of God to assist me, as does every
man who attemp!is to teach the people
the things of the kingdom of heaven. |
have been sick for about a week, con-
fined mustly to mv bed and room; but |
have felt that 1 did not wish this conler-
ence to pass without meeting you. For
the last day or two | have had the privi-
lege ot mingling with my Iriends, and 1
have a desire to express myselt upon
some things apoeriaining to our day
and generation and 1o the work of God.

The question arises in the minds of
the people in our day and generation,
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Does President Woodruff have revela-
tion? Do his counselors have revelation?
Do the Twelve Apostles have revela-
uon? Do this people have revelation?
We live in too important a day and gen-
eralion, and in the midst ol too impor-
tant events, for any man to be qualified
to lead the people of God one hour with-
nut revelation and inspiration from Al-
mighty God. And at this point I want
to say a lew words with regard to this
principle of revetation. Read the history
of the world. Old iather Adam, three
years and a half previous to his death,
called together seven of his sons, ali
High Priests—Seth, Enos, Jared, Ma-
hailaleef, Canaan, Enoch and Methu-
saleh—with 1he residue of his posterity,
and 1here he stood on his feet for a long
ume, clothed with the Holy Ghost and
the power of God, and he prophesisd
unto his sons what should take place
concerning them and their posterity
to the end of time., Follow this oul;
take all those early patriarchs and
prophets, and later ones, too,and they all
have had revelation. They had to have
it. Whenever a tily became ripened in
iniquity, and men blasphemed God and
proke His commandments, the Lord
Almighty raised up prophets and in-
spirced men to warn that city and the
inhabitants thereof of the judgments ol
God which should come upon them un-
less they repented. Jeremiah was
called to warn Jerusalem and Judea in
the reign of King Zedekiah,and in doing
so he stirred up the anger ot the people
against him, and he was cast into a dun-
geon and abused in almost every way,
because he told them what was connng
to pass unless they repented. He did
not praise them; but he told them that
they were committing sin and breaking
the laws ot God, and if they did not re-
pent, the judgments of God would over-
1ake them. In reading of how they
persecuted bim and what he passea
through, a man would almost expect to
read in the book of Jeremiah that he
said 10 them, “You may all go to hell
tor what 1 care, I am not going to endure
these things."”” But you cannot read it
there; for the Lord o calling him had
said unto Jeremiah:

*‘Before 1 formed thee in the belly I
knew thee, and before thou camest
torth out of the womb 1 sanctified thee,
and | ordained thee a propbet unto the
nations.!’

Jeremiah gave forth the word of the
Lord, and not one word fell untulfilled,
And so with every other prophet.

Take the wholé historv ot the world
down to the present generation, and has
there ever been a tinie when the people
of God did not need revelation? | say,
nay. Now, ] would ask this congrega-
tion; | would ask the Jews, the Catho-
fics, the Protestants, | would ask the
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clergy of all nations: Can this mighty |
dispensation, of which every prophet
has spoken, be fulfilled, and can these
great events transpire in the earth, with-
out revelation from God? No, most as-
suredly not. God never gave to a man
a greater dispensation than the one in
which Joseph Smith was called and or-
dained of God to organize the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. It
required revelation. It will require it to
the winding-np scene. Zion cannot be
built up without it, prophets and aposties
cannot do their work without it, nor can
the nations of the earth be warned of the
great judgments that are at the door
without it. Tnerefore, we say to all
men, Joseph Smith was called of God
by revelation. And further, we say
that no man ever did or ever will have
power to warn the world, to preach the
Gospel, ot administer in one of the or-
dinances of the house of God without
the Holy Priesthood It is just as nec-
essary in the last days as i1 was in the
days of Christ and His Aposiles, or in
the days of Isaiah and Jeremiah. You
cannot separate these tnings; they be-
long to the same God, to the same sal-
vation, to t1e same principles of eternal
life.

1 have sat and listened to every Apos-
tle that 15 before me now bedar record
during this conference, Did not these
Apostles speak by the Holy Ghosl and
the power of Godf They did, and thelr
testimony is recorded in the great library
of the celestial kingdom of God. They
coutd not edily us without it. I would
to God that the inhabitants of the earth
would get rid of the idea that revelation
ceased when Christ was put to death.
Itis a false doctrine. Revelation be-
longs to the salvation ol tne chitdren of
men.

Again, why did the Lord choose such
a weak man as Wilford Woodruflto pre-
side over His Church? Why did He
choose joseph Smith—an illiterate boy,as
he was called? Why has He chosen
that class of men? Because He could
bhandle them. He has chosen men that
will acknowledge the hand of (God. The
question has been asked me many times,
Why did not the Lord cboose some of
the great divines of the day? Because
it is not His manner of doing business;
it never has been. You may take the
apostles and prophets in any age of tbe
world, and they have been very humble
men. They are in this day and genera-
tion, or 1the Lord couid not hanrdle them.
That is the reason the Lord has chosen
the weak things ot the worid to conlound
the wise, ““and things which are not, 10
bring to nought things thatare.”” Could
Joseph Smith rise up and boast betore
the God of lsraei that that was his
work? Could Brigham Young? Could
John Taylor? Can Wiliord Woodruff?



