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POWELLS EXPLORING expedition
camp at the mouth of theth

dirty devil rivereiver
on the colorado river

june 1872
editor deseret news

sincebince writing you from windsor
castle we have passed over a large
extent of country on the of may
the party left kanab for the mouth of
thethedD D river went twelve miles to
johnsonJohuson and camped for four days
anilewhile at thibthia place quite an adventure
befell our unhappy photographer in
company with two others hebe leftlefo kanab
on the of may near evening
having forgot something he hurried
back to get it and overtake the therbthera
who hadbad gone on jt boonsoon became darkdar I1

and our hero had never been on the road
before and not being used to countrycou ritty
life did not track the other party asaa he
should the consequence wagwas he took
the wrong road and kept riding until
about midnight when he came to the
conclusion that he was lost so tying
hibhis mule to a cedar he wrapped him-
selfseifself in hishib saddle blanket and tried to
sleep but between an empty stomach
and the wolves he slept very little at
the dawn of day hebe was up and to hishid
dismay could find no mule it hadbad
broken loose during the night after
traveling around for some hours hebe
arrived by chance in johnson about 10

the next day nearly gone in
but a good cup of coffee and breakfast
brought him to himself

may we started with twelve
pack horses eleven riding horses and
ten men provisioned for elxeix weeks or
two months fromeromFroero johnson we passed
up through what Isia called the narrows
che walls are about 1000 feet high and
the cabloncanion very narrow full of grass
and willows a fineflue place and quite a
change for usua asaa we had seen nothing
of the kind nothing but sage brush
cedars and sand for the last two
months after going three miles
through the narrows we came out in-
to a large open valley called
valley meaning rabbit brush water
there we camped for the night A
nice little town Jsis just starting here
composed of six families they have
plenty of land and water and a good
langeiange this place is clarkston twelve
miles north orof johnsonjoansonjohJob

may took a northeast direc-
tion from clarkston with a plutepluto
guide after traveling twelve miles
over gulches rocks and hidgem we
came to a nice little valleyvailey fullfuli of greengrben
grass and a large clump of willows in
which we found water from this
valley five miles over a large ridge
and gulch we came into one of the
prettiest valleys I1 ever saw in this
country which we called swallow
park this valley is ten miles long by
a mile and a half wide in the park
under a large cedar tree we made our
camp A hundred yards from camp
we found a nice cold spring of water
this valley laIs fullfuli of tall luxuriant
grass the bills are low and they slopesiope
gently down into the valley covered
with pine and cedar timber branch-
ing off to the east and wept are in-
numerable little side valleys filled with
grass which look like fields of grain
there jdia enough agrass here to support
a thousand head of cattle forfon winter
and summer range one mile below
camp and in the lower end of0 the val-
ley we found a large clear lalakeke three
hundred yards in diameter and nearlyneuryneary
round abounding in fish and ducks
at thisthia point the valley runs inthainto a
canoneanon four or five miles below we
found another large narrow valley of
the same description

swallow park heads in what are call-
ed the park cliffieClifmitmif the cliffs are very
high and covered with norway pine
fit for lumber beingbaing of a bright pink
color it contrasts strangely with the
green valleys below

june lslat in a direction N E we
traveled seven miles over low rolling
hillsbills covered with grass and timber
and then came to the divide between
swallow park and valley
we then commenced going down grade
up and down gulches over ledger
composed mostly of sandstone and
gypsum our indian guide seemed to
be lost and tried to leave Usas but we
hunted him up again soonboon after we
found an old trail made by andrews
party crossed a fine clear creek called
buffalo creecreekk two miles from this
we came to a steep ledgeedge of rocks and
down into the gulch where we found
elijah averil jre grave who was
killed in 1866 by two plede indians
who ambushed him he belonged to
andrews party who were on an ex

floring trip from st george for the
purpose of0 examining the facilities of0potatoe valley and the beadhead of the
beviersevier two miles further we crossed
clear creek then we traveled three
miles and came to the river
camped here for the night

june and2nd took purour way up the
river for four miles in a N E direction
up the east fork of the Paharlaharia found
signs of camp fires aa made by pros-
pectorspeepec torstorb who had been here this spring
eighteen miles from laste mp we came
to the divide between potatoe valley
and Paharlabarla at the foot of the divide
and head of the river we found a nice
valley where were hemlock and pine in
abundance the divide is composed of
clay shale and iaiss 1500 feet high very
steep an angle of 30 the divide was
cut into innumerable gulches and
ridges that looked like hogs backs
only they were more sharp just as we
started up the divide the packs allsll be-
camecame loose andaud it commenced to rain
slowly at first then I1 it poured
down had a lively time coming
rain had made it slippery and sticky
the trail followed up a narrow ridge
only two or three feet wide and out-
side the trail the precipice was nearly
vertical for 1000 feet with here and
there a sharsharpprockrock making its appear-
ance in the side but 01sllsli of our
trouble and vexation were repaid
by the sight we saw when we reached
the top of theiho divide afre usua lay
the head of potatoe valley it was the
prettiest sight I1 ever saw in my life
the bunsun justjudt then came out and cast a
look of0 pleasantness upon everything
the valley was six miles long running
east and west surrounded by low hills
covered with large pineplue timber the
valley full of grass with a fluetine mearclear
stream of water on the north side
loomed up table mountain onebno of the
finest I1 ever saw it is comeomcomposedposed of

rock of a bright clear pink
color and capped on top with a stratum
of pure white sandstonebandsand storestoie the moun-
tain was feet above us one
and a half miles down the valley pitch-
ed tents under a grove of pineping trees and
near a cold spring of water

june 3rdard foaud us in a rain storm
our indian guildegulde became sick I1 thinthinati
from the boys making funfan of minhim he
started back for his wick i up 11 tra-
veled twelve miles and camped in the
cuelon between the two valleysvalleye upper
and lower potatoe valleys camped
at the forks of the creek

june 5 found us underwayunder way again
lay over yesterday on account of the
rain travelled six miles and came
into a large and open country which
pprovedroved to be potatoe valley the val-
ley is six miles long by two widewidd andabd
with generally smooth surface well
situated for farming and irrigation A
large stream of water enough to water
at least 1000 acres runs through it
pleny of grass and wood near at hand
anandd altogethertogetheral a good anandd ansuitableliable placa
fordor ita farming omimmunity but not so
good for stock climate nearly like
kanab
at this place the valley runs into a

narrow deep catloncalton on its way to the
colorado river found an old trail and
followed it up in the morning for ten
miles then came to a wide catloncannon
where we found plenty of water in large
and small pools in the solid rock
camped for he night it was
that the creek running out of potatoe
valley was the main branch of the
diryatry devil river but by obobservationserration
we found wowe were altogether on the
wrong track and too far south

june ath in the morning took thothe
back track to potatoe valleyvailey where we
camped three men were detailed to
go back to kanab for provisions and
the rest of us to go north and north-
east and try and find our way into
the mouth of the dirty devil river on
the colorado

junejonesbJuneSbah three of the men started
with bevenseven horses for kanabchanab the re-
maining bevenseven tooklook a north direction
and followed up the north fork of po
catoe valley creek big boulder for
seven miles toward a spur of the waslwass
atch mountains then came to a gulch
leading up the mountain after climb-
ing and scrambling for aaall hour over
rough volcanic rookrock we arrived at the
top of the mountain just at sun down
after traveling for two miles on the top
of the mountain we came into a nicenico
little eanoncanon with a clear stream of
water in it camped under a largolarge pine
tree it was a fine camp plenty of
wood water and grass here wowe saw
plenty of deer sign we found by ob-
servation were feet above
the seasen and above potatoe valley

june 9 crossed quaking asp creek
traveled north for two miles the snow
had not been off the mountain very
long the leaves and flowers were just

fairly out the mountain was thickly
covered with large pine and apenaspen
timber after traveling two miles fur-
ther we acrosscrossedd a largelargo clear creek
which we called birch creek on go-
ing up a small hillbill found ourselves on
a large divide between two deep and
narrow then down down we
went for 1500 feet and crossed a large
stream of clear cold water called this
deep creek then climbed up the last
slope of the cliflon and came to another
catloncation down into it was a very steepsleep
descent and on thithiss divide we could see
a great deal of country it being the
highest point for romeromo distance around
we were now feet above the level
of the sea and here we found plenty of
snow around us we went down through
ita dense grove of aspen and pine and
had quite a time getting the horbeshorses and
mules over fallen trees steep rocksaa at last arrived at the bottom and
crossed rush creek 9a large clear moun-
tain stream

in coming down the side of the
canon it was so steep that the horses
slid on their haunches anttautt we were in
danger of the rocks rolling down on
us the scenes and traveling on thihthis
mountain are wild andnd exciting

fromfroin rush creek we followed up a
side canon down which ran jumped
and rolled a large stream of water fulfui
of cascades auraudaudand falls and studded on
both aides with large pine and aspen
trees the sceneseene was a fine one half
way we came to a large clear spot con-
taining some 6050 or acres HEnid for cul-
tivationti with plenty of water for irri-
gation the grass on this mountain
seems to be endless up this creek we
traveled forfur four miles up a steep grade
and came to the top of the lake moun-
tain where we found a large clear lake
one mile in diameter nearly round
with snow aallaali around it under the
trees AA large creek camecamo out of the
lake camped for the night here we
roundfound plenty of ducks in the lake we
found a curious water lizard grass
wood and water abundant a fine
for a summer ranchrauch this we called
aspen lake and found to be
above the level of the sea

laft aspen lakelahe next day and tra
meled in a 8 E direction for one and a
half miles during which we passed a
agall lake and two creeks along the
mountain at this point the country is
composed of little valleys and hills cov-
ered here and there with a clump of
aspen trees it is the finest stock
range I1 ever saw the mountain is
covered with fine bunch and meadow
grass and is watered by myriadsrinds it
little creeks and springs during the
forenoon we passed through a large
grove of quaking asp in the centre
we found a nice little lake of about five
acres and a clearing all around it of
about 60 acres we were nowdow about
one third of the way down the south
side of the mountain which looming
up behind makes a lovely picture
ghis grove was onoodo and isa naifhalf miles
through and contained fine chair timlim
henben at the edge of the timber we
came oatout uponudon a divide looking into
a large cteanonclftonflonfyon we descended and
crossed a large stream of water which
we called musk creek on account of
the peculiar odor of the weeds and
brush went three fourths of S mile
farther and camped under a large
pine near a cold stream of water
hereelere one of the party killed some
lustey grouse which were very accept-
able tinefine birdsbeemseem to be quite plenti-
ful hereabouts as we got them often
afterwards they were the elzebize of a
common wild turkey on account otof
our protophotographergrapher being sick we lay by
the rest of the day

at this placepince found four lakes all
good bizabize and very beautiful also game
in the shape of ducks the largest
lake we named the hidden nakerake it
was about one and a half miles in di-
ameter and completely hiddenbidden by tim-
ber we found by observation that we
were feet above the sea

some six milesmils further lies what we
afterwards called bg boulder valley

feet below usur about ten miles
long by eight wide containing any
amount of farming land a large stream
of clear waterwather running through it to
water allali the land needed this isaibais a
finenine location fortor battlements where the
people can raise grain antiand stock at the
same time the mountains hereabouts
are covered with grass and I1 can say
without exaggeration that enough beef
can be raised on this mountain to sup-
plyalythethetho market for utah nevada and
wyoming without cutting the feed

13 bort in fact it is one of the finest
countries that I1 ever sagbagsaw in myiny life
andmud will prove to be the richest and
bestbeat part of utah on the south side of
the mountain it is low uundund not colder
than at while higher on the

mountain you can get all the cool and
pleaplespleasantsaudsaut summer days you wish by
traveling only ten miles the aroun
tain Jsia oneff the bestbeat I1 ever
saw and the timber is in great abund-
ance pineplue hemlock and ospen the
mountain also is full of game suchbuch as
deer elk bear and ducks grouse and
I1 think probably the streams contain

t
we worewere three daysdaya traveling along

the south slope of lake mountain arldand
during that time we crossed 20 to 25
creeks tomeomet very large the distance
was flfi ty miles and the whole extent
was covered wiwithth fine grass and mea-
dows

june lithlin found usua at the big
boulder crekcrekerek more like a river that
runs through big boulder valley and
into potatoepotatoes valley creek it was made
up by two large forks The stream was
sogo jargelarge and the current soBO strong that
we hadbad to cross above the forks of thetha
creeks

while climclimbingbineblur the divide on fheule
east side of the last fork of the boulder
cascade creek and on looking north

wewa saw the finest sight I1 ever saw in
the shape of a huge cascade the water
falling from the very top of the mabunmoun-
tain it makes a descent of 1500 feet
the farat fall was feefefeel without a
break in it then for 1000 feet it bound-
ed over steep rocks and went hissing
and bollingboiling into the valley below this
height is only estimated under the
first fallfail wagwaa a largefarge cave where a per-
son might stand and admire it it waswag
a grand and bightsight the
tream headed luin a large lake on the

top of the mountain and was surround-
ed completely with snow this moun-
tain is entirely volcanic and composed
of and lava but Is rough only
on or near the top while below and
down the slope thlethie decomposed lava
audand basalt have mademude a fine bluckblack poilpoll
titalt cultivation

I1 must close for this time the boys
three of them start baesbaca for potatoe
valley to day and the remaining four
of us take the boat from herenere anand run
down to the river and meet
them we shall all start down thegrand canon youyoursrs aa

W D JOHNSON jr
topographer in

col river survey

DIED IN tynetyme

WTWHAT STOKESstores BULLET SAVED JIM
FISK frowFROM

many things are now brought out
concerning flakfisk which may surprise
hisbis admirers onoone is the fact that at
the time orof hibhla death he was running
down in business habile and that ladhad
tie lived hebe opu have been ousoua
boilled from blabis wellweil feathered nest fisk
was notnob a first class business maninan his
friedda claimed this distinction for him
aa a compensation for his bad habits
but it iiid now evident that he was vastly
everraoverratedoverraeded it may then be inquired
how he could have obtained so coort
ant a position the reply is that hebe
got into the confidence of daniel drew
who had an extensive influence in the
erie road and desired the former to be
in its service in this manner flakbisk
was placed in a positionpo which he im-
proved to commit the mostmosi reckless
robbery it is now said that drew hebe
camcamee disgusted with fiala manage-
ment and bad for three mouths
planned his removal but was antici-
pated by thetho assassin ftakfiak at the
time of hisbla death waswaa utterly insol-
vent he had wasted a large part of
hlahib lings in dissipation of a costly
character and itib is said aliasmisa mans-
field had a powerful rival whose estab-
lishmentlish ment cost an enormous sum ltt is
supposed that fiakfisk spout from to

perpen week thisthia I1 ate Isia suggested
by the faofac that hishib pocket nmoney1 ney
found on hisbis person after bishis death
consisted of fifteen one hundred dollar
billabills this was not buslbusiineisneesneds funds
indeed hadhaj it been such it would have
been deposited in the bank it waswaa
evidentlyov hishla loose changer to use a
common term and it is probable that it
would have been all gone before mon-
day fisk wabwha overrated prodigiously
because his bravado passed for courage
and hlahis impudence for enterprise sud-
den

bud-
den death no doubt saved fisk from
beebeobeamingmainsmIng a street loafer correspond-
ence democrat

1I dont care much about the bugs
baldbaid warmley to the beadhead ofa genteel
boardinghouseboarding house but the fact is mad-
am I1 the blood to spare you
beosee that yourself


