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Corvespondence,

PoweLL'S EXPLORING EXPEDITION,
Camp at the Mouth of the
Dirty Devil River,
Oa the Colorado River,
June 24:h, 1872,

Editor Deseret News:

Since writing yecu from Windsor
Castle, we have passed over a large
extent of country. Oa the 25th of May
the party left Kanab for the mouth of
the D D. River, went twelve miles to
Johnpnson, and camped for four days.
Whaile at this place quite an adventure
befell our unhappy photographer. In
company with two others he left Kanab
on the 27th of May, near eveaiog.
Having forgot something he hurrled
back to get it and overtake the thers,
who bad gone on, It eoon became dark,
and our hero had never been on the road
before, and not being used to ecountry
life did pot track the other party as he
should. The consequence was, he took
the wrong road and Eept riding until
about midnight, when he came to the
concluzion that he was lost, Bo tying
his mule to a cedar, he wrapped him-
gelf in his saddle blanket and tried to
sleep, but between an emp!ly stomuch
and the wolves he slept very little, At
the dawn of day he was up, aud to his
dismay could find no mule. It bad
brokean loose during the night. After
traveling around for some hours, he
arrived by chznce in Johnson sbout 10
o'clock the next day, nearly “gone in,”
but a good cup of coffee and breakfast
brought him to himself,

May 30th.—We started with twelve
pack horses, eleven riding horses and
ten men, provisioned for 2ix weeks or
two months, From Johoson we passed
up through what is called the Narrows,
£he walis are about 1,000 feet high and
the cafion very mnarrow, full of grass
snd willows, a fine place and quite a
chapge for us, as we had sesen nothing
of the kind—nothing but sage brush,
cedars and sand, for the last two
months, After going three miles
through the Narrowg, we came out in-
to a large open valley, ealled Skumpah
Valley (meaning rabbit brush water)
There we camped for the night. A
nice little town is just starting here,
composed of six families. They have

plenty of land and water, and a good
range, This place is Clarkston, twelve
miles north of Johnson,

May 3lst,—Took a northesst direc-
tion from Clarkston, with a Piuate
guide, After traveling twelve miles
over gulehes, rocks and ridges, we
came to a nice litile valley full of green
grass and a large ciump of willows, in
which we found water.. From this
valley, five miles over s large ridge
and gulch, we came into oue of the
prettiest valleys I ever saw in this
country, which we called Swallow

Park, This valley isten miles long by
a mile and a half wide, In the Park,
under a large cedar tree, we made our
camp., A hundred yards from camp
we tound a niee eold epring of water,
This wvalley is faull of tall, luxariant
grass, The hills are low and they slope
gently down into the valley, covered
with pine and cedar timber. Branch-
ing off to the eust and west are in-
numerable little side valleys,filled with
grass, which look like fields of grain.
There is enough grass here to support
a thousand head of cattle for winter
and summer rauvge. One mile below

camp, and in the lower end of the val- |

ley, we found a large clear lake,three
hundred yards in diameter and nearly
round, avounding in fish and ducks.
At this point the wvaliey runs into a
cafion, Four or five miles below, we
found another large, narrow valley of
the same description,

Swallow Park heads in what are call-
ed the Park Cliffs, The Cliffs are very
high and covered with Norway pine,
fit for lamber, Being of a bright pink
color it contrasts strapgely with the
green vallevs below.

June 1st. In a direction N. E. we
iraveled seven miles over low rolling
hills, covered with grass and timber,
and then came to the divide between
Bwallow Park and Paheria Valley.
We then commenced going down grade,
up and down gulches, over ledges, &2,
composed mostly of sandstone and
gypsum, Our Indian guide seemed to
be lost and tried to leave us, but we
hunted him up sgain, BSoon after we
found an old trzil made by Andrew’s
party, crossed a fine ¢lear creek called
Buftfalo Creek. Two miles from this
we came to a steep ledge of rocks and
down into the gulch, where we found
Elijah Avwveril, jr's., grave, who was
killed in 1866, by two Piede Indians,
who ambushed him. He belonged to
Andrew’s party, who were on an ex-
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ploring trip from Bt. George for the
purpose o' examiniog the facilities of
Potatoe Valley and the head of the
Sevier, Two miles further we erossed
Clear creek. Then we traveled three
miles and came to the Pabaria river,
camped here for the night,

Jupe 2n0d.—Took our way up the
river for four miles, ina N, E. direction
up the east Fork of the Paharia. Found
signs of camp fires, &o., made by pros-
pectors, whbo had been here this spring.
Kighteen miles from lagt ¢ mp we came
to the divide between Potatoe Valley
and Paharia. At the foot of the divide
and head of the river we found a nice
valley,where were hemlock and pine in
abundance. The divide is composed of
clay shale, and is 1500 feet high, very
steep, an angle of 30°. The divide was
cat inte innumerable gulehes and
ridges that looked like hogs’ backs,
only they were moresharp. Just as we
started up the divide the packs a!l be-
came loose and it commenced to rain,
slowly at first,then faster,until it poured

| down. Had a lively time coming up.The

rain had made it slippery and sticky.
I'be trail followed up a narrow ridge
only two or three [feet wide and out-
side the trail the precipice was nearly
vertical for 1,000 feet, with here and
there a sharp rock making its appear-
apea in the side. But zll of our
trouble and vexation were repaid
by the sight we saw when we reached
the top of the divide. Befire ua lay
tbe head of Potatoe Valley. It was the
prettiest sight I ever gsaw in my life.
I'he sup just then came out and cast a
look of pleasauntuess upon everything.
The valley was six miles long, running
east and west, surrounded by low hills
covered with large pine timber, the
valley full of grass, with a floe clear
stream of water, Oa the north side
loomed up Table Mouantain, one of the
finest I ever saw, It iz composed of
arenaceous rock of a bright clear pink
color, and capped on top with a stratum
of pure white sandstore, The moun-
tain was 3000 feet above wus., Oae
aud a half miles down the valley pitch-
ed tents under a grove of pine trees and
near & cold spring of water.

Jupe 3rd,.—Fouud us in a raia storm.
Our Indian guide became sick, I think

from the boys making fun of him, He
started baek for his “wick-i-up.” Tra-
veled twelve miles and camped in the

¢afion between the twa valleys—upper
and lower Potatoe Valleys. Camped
at the forks of the creek.

June 5.—Found us under way again,
Lay over yeslerday on account of the
rain. Travelled gix miles and ecame
into a large and open country which
proved to be Potatoe Valley. The val-
ley is six miles long by two wide, and
with generally smooth surface, well
rituated for farming and irrigation. A
large stream of water, enough to water
at least 1000 acres, runs through it
Plenty of grass and wood near at hand,
and altogether a good and suitable place

for a farming community, but not so
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good for stock. Climate nearly like

Kanab.

At this place the valley runs into a
narrow deep cufion on ite way to the
Colorado river. Found an old trail and
followed it up, in the moraing, for ten
miles, then came to a wide cafion,
where we found plenty of water in ilarge
and small poels in the solid rock.
Camped for the night. It wassupposed
that the creek running out of Potatoe
Valley was the main branch of the
Dirty Davil river, but by observation
we found we were altogether on the
wroog track and too far south. &

Juue Tth.—Ian the morning took the
back track to Potatoe Vulley, where we
camped, Three men were detailed to
go back to Kanab for provisions, and
the rest of us to go north and north-
and find our way into
the mouth of the Dirty Devil river, on
the Colorado,

Jane 8:h.,~Three of the men started
with =even horses for Kanab, the re-
maining seven took a north directinn
aud followed up the north fork of Po-
tatoe Valley ereek (Big Boulder), for
seven mles, toward a spur of the Wass«
atch mountains, then came to a galeh
l.ading up the mountain. After climb-
ing and scrambling for ar hour over
rough volcanie rock, we arrived at the
top of the mountain, just at sun down,
After traveling for two miles on the top
of the mountain we came into & nice
little cafion, with a clear stream of
water in it., Camped under a large pine
tree. It was a fine camp, plenty of
wood, water and grass, Here we suw
plenty of deer sign. We found by ob-
servation thatjwe were 7,000 feet above

the gea, and 3,000 above Potatoe Valley.
~ June 9.—~Crossed Quaking Asp Creek,
traveled north for two miles. Thesnow
had not been off the mountain very
long, The leaves and flowers were just

fairly out. The mountain was thickly
covered with large pine and =aspen
timber, Afier traveling two miles fur-
ther, we crossed a large clear creek,
which we called Birch Creek. On go-
ing up a small hill found curselves on
a large divide between two deep and
narrow csfinne, » Then down, down we
went for 1,500 feet aud c¢rossed a large
stream of clear cold water, C(Called this
Deep Creek, then climbed up the last
slnpe of the czfion and eame to another
cafion. Down into it was a very steep
descent, and on this divide we could see
a great deal of country, it being the
highest point for some distanece around.
We were now 10 500 feet above the level
of tie sea and here we found plenty of
spow around us. We wentdown through
a dense grove of aspeu aud pioe, and
had quite a time getting the horses and
mules over fallen trees, steep rocke,
&os. At last arrived at the bottom and
crossed Rush Creek, s large clear moun-
tain stream.

In coming down the side of the
cailon, it was 80 steep that the horses
slid on their haunches and we were in
danger of the rocks rolling down on
uas. The scenes and traveling on this
mountain are wild #nd exciting,

From Rush Creek we followed up a
gide caflon, down which ran, jumped,
and rolled a large stream of water, fali
of cascades and falls, snd studded op
both gides with large pine and aspen
rees, The ecene was a fine one. Half
way we came to a large clear spof, con-
taining some 50 or 100 acres fit for cul-
tivation, with plenty of water for irri-
gation, The grass on this mountain
seems to be endless. Up this creek we
traveled for four miles up a steep grade
and came to the top of the Lake Moun-
tain, where we found a large clear lake,
ope mile ip diameter, nearly round,
with snow all around it, uoder the
irees, A large ecreek cameout of the
lake. Camped for the night. Here we
found plenty of ducks, in the lake we
found a carious water lizard., Gruss,
wood aud water abundant, 4 ine place
for a saummer ranch. This we called
Aspen Lake aud found to be 10,000
above the level of the sea.

Lieft Aspen Liake next day and tra
veled in a B. K, direction for one and &
half miles, during which we passed a
amall lake and two creeks. Along the
mountain at this point the country is
com posed of little valleys and hills cov-
ered, here and there, with a clump of
aspen trees, It is the finest stock
range I ever saw. The mountain is
covered with fine bunch and meadow
grass, and is watered by myriads -f
little creeks and springs. During the
forenoon we passed through a large
grove of quaking asp. In the centre
we found a nice little lake of about five
acres and a clearing all around it of
about 60 acres. (We were now about
one third of the way down the south
side of the mountsain), which, looming
up bebhind, makes a lovely pictare
Chis grove was ooe and a ball miles
through and countained fine chair tim
ber. At the edge of the timber we
came oat upon a divide, loocking into
a large csfion. We deecended and
crossed a large stream of water, which
we called Musk Creek, on account of
the peculiar odor of the weeds and
brush., Went three-fourths of & mile
farther and camped under a large
pine, near a cold stream of water.
Here one of the party Killed some
dusky grouse, which were very accept-
able—fine birds,seem to be quite plenti-
ful hereabouts, a8 we got them often
afterwards, 'i‘hey were the size of a
common wild turkey. Oa account ot
our protographer being sick, we lay by
the rest of the day.

At this piace found four lakes, all
good size and very beautiful, also game
in the shape of ducks. Tha largest
lake we named the Hidden I,ake. It
was about one and a half miles in di-
ameter. and completely hidden by tim.
per. We found by observation that we
were 10,500 feet above Lhe sea.

Some six miles farther lies what we
afterwards called Big Boulder valley
(400 feet below us), about ten miles
long by eight wide, contsining any
smount of farming land, a large streaw
of ¢lear water runniog through it to
water all the land needed. This isa
fine location for rettlements, where Lhe
people can raise graio and stogk gt the
same time. The mouniains hereabouts
are covered with grass, and I ean say
without exaggeration that enough beef
can be raised on this meuntain to sup-
ply the market for Utah, Nevada and
Wyoming without cut-tiug the feed
giort. In fact it is one of the finest
countries that I ever saw in my life
snd will prove to be the richest and
best part of Utah, Oa the south side of
the meountain it is lJow gnd not colder
than at Kanab, while higher on the

| traveling only ten miles,
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mountain you can get all the cool and
pleasant summer dJdays you wish by
The moun-
tain is oneof the best watered I ever
saw, and the timber is in great abund-
ance—pine, hemlock and sspen. The
mountain also is full of game, such as
deer, elk, bear and dacks, grouse, and
I think probably the streams eontain
trout,

We were three days traveling along
the south slope of Lake mountain and
during that time we croesed 20 to 25
creeks, rome very large. The distance
was fi ty miles and the wbhole extent
was covered with fine grass and mea-

dows,
June 1l'bh.—Found us at the Big

| Boulder ¢r-ek (more like & river), that

runs through Big Boulder valiey and
into Potatoe valley ereek. It was made
up by two large forks. Thestream was
80 large and the current so strong that
we had to cross above the forks of the
creeks,

While climbing the divide on the
eagt gide of the last fork of the Boulder
(Cascade creek ), and on looking north
we saw the finest sight I ever saw in
the shape of & huge cascada, the water
falling from the very top of the moeun-
tain, It makes a descent of 1500 feet.
The first fall was 500 feet without a
break in it, then for 1000 feet it bound-
ed over steep rocks and went hissing
and beiliog iuto the valley below, this
height is only estimated. Under the
first fall was a large cave where a per-
son might stand aad admire it, It was
a grand and impressive sight. The
tream headed 10 a large lake on the
top of the 1nountain and was surround-
od completely with enow. This moun-
tain is entirely voleanie and composed
of trachyte and lava, bat is rough ounly
on or near the top, while below aond
down the slope the decomposed lava
aud basalt have made a fine black soil
fit fcr cultivation.

I must close for this time. The boys,
three of them, start baez for Potatoe
valley to day, aud the remaining four
of us take the boat Irom here and run
down to the Pabaria river and mest
them, when we shall all start down the
Grand Caflion, Yours, &o.

. W.D JoHNSON, Jr.
Topographer in
Col. River Barvey.
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DIED IN TIME.

WHAT STOKES' BULLET SAVED JIM
FISK FROM.

Many things are now brought out
concerning Fisk which may surprise
his admirers, QOae is the fact that at
the time of his death he was ruoning
down in business habits, and that had
he live:l he would soon have been ous-
ted from his well-feathered nest., Fisk
was not a first.- ¢lass business man. His
friepds claimed this distinetion for him
as & compensation for his bad habits,
put it is now evidenut that he was vastly
overra'ed. It may, then, be inquired
how he could have obtained so imvort-
ant & position. The reply is, that he
got iuto the confidenes of Daniel Drew,
who had an extensive influence in the
Erie road and desired the former to be
in its serviece. In this manper Fisk
was placed in a position which he im-
proved to comuwit the most reckless
robbery. It is now eaid that Drew he-
came disgusted with Fisk’s maoage-
ment, and bad for three months
planned his removal, but was antici-
pated by the assassin. Fisk, at the
time of his death, was ustterly insol-
vent. He had wastad a large part of
his steslings in di-sipation of a costly
character, and it is said Miss Maus-
field had a powerful rival, whose estab-
lishment cost an enorwous sum [t is
euppeged that Fisk spent from $3,000 to
$4,000 per week. This1ate issugzgested
by the fac that his poeket money,
found on his person after his death,
cousisted of fifteen one hundred doliar
bilila. This was not business funds.
[ndeed, had it been suech, it would have
been deposited in the bank. It was
evidently his *‘loose change,” to use a
common term, and it is probable that it
would bave been all gone before Mon-
day. Fisk was overrated prodigiously
becanss his bravado passed for courage
and bis impudencs for enterprise. Sud-
den death no doubt saved Fisk from
be¢c 'ming a street loafer.— Correspond-
ence Rochester Dermocrat.
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‘I don’t care much about the bugs,”
8sid Warmley, to the head of a genteel
boarding house, ‘“but ths fact is, mad-
am, [ haven’t the blood to spare; you

| #ee that yourself.”




