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strange illusions

THE TWO illusionists wilowiioWHO ARE
astonishing LONDON the DA-
VENPORT BROTHERS SURPASSED

two illusionists Maskelmaskmaskelyneelyneyue and
cooke amearere spoken of in the london
papers as persons who have beenpafororsomem years past astonishing pro-
vincial eaudiences by the cleverness
of thetheirar deceptions and who have
lafeltlately created so much perplexity
in tthe0 minds of visitors to the
crystal lalacePalace have now transferr-
ed their amusing entertainment to
the st james hall where their
curious feats will be found well
worthy the attention of all eengagedn ged
in testing the extent to which the
evidence of tha senses may be trust
ed when a cabinet raised above
the floor to exclude the possibility
of traps is carefully examined by
the scrutinizers who choose to come
forward upon the platform and ita
large box being subjected to the
same rigid investigation I1is care-
fully corded and seabeasealedeed in the pres-
ence of the spectators by any per-
son who volunteers to officiate on
the occasion this ordinary means of
baffling the vigilance of observers
would appear to be treated with su-
preme disdain yet even under
these strict conditions niasalas
celyne and cooke contrive to effect
the most astonishing changes
when G A cooke as a
sailor is locked inhi the cab-
inetinathehe vanishes and when the
doors are again opened he appears
as a agorillagorilla when the gorilla is put
into the boband hisplace ofconfine-
ment seems as secure as cords and
a lock and key can make it a few
seconds suffice to show the insecuri-
ty of the fastenings for on the next
examination nothing is found but
the sack in which he was biedin like
manner when ninair J NN maske-
lyne as a Gloucestershire butcher
is in the cabinet to encoun-
ter the monster an investigation
made almost immediately after-
ward shows the interior of the
structure to be apapparentlyardently empty
two persons being ilsSisdisposeddisposedposed of by a
process which is certainly calcula-
ted to pique the curiosity of those
even most familiar with optical il-
lusionslu the rapidity with which
these changes and disappearances
are effected implies the attainment
of singular dexterity on the part of
the chief performers who fairly
enough invite the closest attention
and even suffer entire strangers to
stand close to the cabinet in which
the mystifying metamorphoses are
completed A shrewd guess may
be made at the secret involved in
the construction of both the cabinet
and the box but the remarkable in-
genuity withwith which the plan of
operation is concealed shows a
marked advance on those mechani-
cal contrivances hitherto employed

I1 for similar purposes inalnain a few ob-
servationsions preliminary to a por-
tion of the entertainment pur-
porting to be an imitative dis-
play of the physical manifesta-
tions of momoderndern spiritualism mrair
maskelyne sensibly declines jiinggiving
an opinion as to the reality of the
phenomena ascribed to

sources but merely professes
to show how some of the scenes
said to be thus produced can be
simulated by simple trickery the
neatest feat accomplished by mrbin
maskelyne is one introduced into
this country years ago by a prestid-
igitatorigi named signorsigner blitz and
which is so difficult of attainment
that only two persons since that
period have ever performedamed it in
public biby the swift movement of
the fingers halfhairalfa dozen china dessert
plates are made to execute a quad-
rille and go singly and collectively
through a variety of curious
evolutions the dexterity of man-
ipulationsulations displayed in this reallyeieoieelegantgant accomplishment shows the
unexpected extent to which the
fingers can be educated and those
who like to apply to a practicable
purpose the lesson thus gained mayway
find that the patience and persever-
ance enabling an entertainer to se-
cure at will the capering of crock-
ery may possibly endow a business
man with the more valuable facili-
ty of writing separate betteislettels with
both hands at the same time ex

alexander Grumblean idiotic the
georgetown poorhousepoor house while feed-
ing a viciousIclousolous mule was thrown to
the floor by the animal and stamp-
ed to death thetile brute began to
bite and chew the flesh of his dying
victim and only resisteddesisteddesisted when at-
tacked by several persons who
heard the strange noise in the
tabietable
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