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ELECTRIC LIGHTING.

AN eastern journal giving some
statistics in regard to electric lighting
shows that so far, while the system
may be profitable and beneticial for

large spaces and places where a great
volume of light is needed, it has not

yet been a success in those respects
for general use. Itjsays:

¢“The problem of electric lighting
on a small scale, where lights of
from 10 to 20-candle power are re-
uired, remains unsolved, however.
d untit the present difficulties in
the way of the practical and econom-
ical subdivision of the electric cur-
rent shall be removed, there is no
bability of electricity coming in-
gogeueml use as a substitute for gas.
Though Mr. Edison and one or two
sanguine inventors claim to have
surmounted all difficulties, thought-
fuljpeople, who do not share these
inventors’ enthusiasm, shake their
heads and say, ‘the proof of the pud-
ding is in the eating.” :
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ABSURD REPORTS.

I is astonishing that sensible peo-
ple will believe the ridiculous and
groundless rumors which are circu-
l1ated throughout the country about
the “Mormons.”’ Yel so it is, and
ladies and gentlemen of intelligence

and eduecation when traveling across
the continent will ask to be shown a
¢Mormon,” when they enter the
boundaries of Utah, as though they
expected tosee an entirely new spe-
cimen of the genus homo. It was
at one time extensively believed
that Brigham Young opened all the
Jetters written by the ‘“Mormons”
to friends abroad, so that nothin
unfriendly to “Mormonism® shoul
pass the portals of Utah. :

We once heard a ‘“Christian™
lady lecturer describe Salt Lake City
to a public audience, and she pictur-
ed it as built in a hollow, with
mountains all around it and high
gates at every opening, at each of
which a “Destroying Angel” was
posted with a drawn sword, to
cut down any woman who at-
tempted to leave without r-
mission. These old hobgoblin
stories are dying out except in re-
mote rural distriets where good,

ious parsons can im them upon
fha unsophisticated, but reports just
as silly and quite as destitute of
foundation are sent abroad by the
enemies of this work, to poison and
prejudice the public mind and bar
up the way of our missionaries who
are sent out to preach the gospel of
the Son of God. | ¢

Some of these ridiculous stories
having been believed by people in
Tennessee, where a couple of young
missionaries from U tah are laboring,
avery intelligent and respectable
gentleman in that State wrote toan
elderly lady of this city, whose ad-
dress he had obtained, asking her to
give him correct information, to
which she promptly responded. We
have been favored with the letter
and the reply, the originals of both
being in our possession. We do
not know whether we are at
liberty to use the gentleman’s name
or not, so suppress it for the present,
but give the lady’s signature, as well
as her answer verbatim.

Here is the letter of inquiry:

“PErrY COUNTY, Tennessee,
Feb, 5th, 188l.

Myrs. Henderson:

The Elders from Utah haﬁn%
come in this neighberhood of late,
have listened to them with much
interest, and their doctrines strike
me very forcibly, but as so much
prejudice exists, and many stories in
circulation to the effect, that the
poor women in Utah are very much
oppressed, merely used as slaves and
servants; also the men of poorer
class are held under the hammer by
those holding authority, and even

iding officers; that
when those who come to Utah have
the freedom of their country taken
away from them as what we would
term ‘free American citizens,” and
that unity does not abound. These,
with many other reports, are circu-
lated in this neighborhood as being
true, and believed by many. As for
myself, I do not believe impure wa-
ter comes from a pure fountain; but
as a source of satisfaction to myself
and several others, I take the liberty
of addressing a letter to one of the
said abused women of Utah (a widow
of humble nature, as told to me).

I hope you will pardon my inqui-
ries. [ do it for the pure motive to
know the truth and information of
importance. 1 hope in answer you
will tell me the plain truth as re-
gard your treatment, the general
desire and feelings uf‘ the so-called
fMormons.” Are the people oppress-
ed, or do they enjoy their freedom
and liberty, or are they subject to
any cruelties from your leaders? If
you will please answer the plain
truths in regard to these matters,

| you will oblige.

I remain an interested friend to
their doctrines.

Following is the reply:

SALT LARKE CITY,
Feb, 17th, 1881,

My,

Dear Sir: I have just received a
letter addressed to me with your
name signed, dated Feb, 5th, with a
request that I write you truthfully
on one or two subjects, which I will
do with pleasure the best I can. 1

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in
the vear 1848, in the City of Glas-
gow, Scotland. I remained in Scot-
Jand until the year 1864, when I
came with a company
Utah. When I first heard the gos-

1 preached by the Elders of the

Presbyterian Church, and very firm
in that faith, believing I was right;
indeed I might say 1 was a bigot in
when I heard an Elder of the Lat-
the gospel In all its beauty and sim-
plicity, I soon began to see that I
was wrong, and I saw by the influ-

ence of the spirit of truth that in
order to be saved, I must obey and

the gospel. I can say to-day I thank
my Heavenly Father with all my
heart for this great blessing.

You speak of the women of Utah
being oppressed, and used merely as
slaves. I have heen associated with
this people for many long years and
[ can truly say.that no one has tried
to exercise any undueauthority over
me. I have always used my own

Jeasure in attending to my own af-
airs. I have never seen any of
that slavery you speak of,

You speak of the men of the

rer class. The men of all classes
attend to their own affairs, and inas-
much as men do right and honor
their high and holy calling as the
servants of God, they are honored

|and respected by all true Latter-

day Saints, no matter how poor
they are. ]’E?-ut if men are corrupt,
and do things that are not consistent
with the law of the gospel they can-
not expect to have the approbation
of good men and women. About
the presiding officers taking men’s
wives away from them, that
is nonsense in the extreme.
About people having their freedo
taken away from them, how coul
such a thing be done? We have
liberties here that few places could
boast of. The ladies in Utah have
the right to vote 1 always perform
that duty cheerfully, and thank God
for the privilege of being a free
American citizen.

You speak of a want of union here
among our people. If there is not
union amongst the Latter-day
Saints, where will you find union?
We have obeyed the gospel, and the
fruits of the gospel are union, joy
and , with every other good
thing. We believe God means what
he says; and he has said that he
would withhold no good thing from
his saints. -

We are misretpresented as a peo-
ple. All those things that you have
named in your letter are stories that
are got up by our enemies to try to
retard the progress of truth, and
many honesi people are led to be-
lieve them, because they have no
way of knowing about us. If you
were here and would see how we
live, and understood the principles
of our faith, you would be surprised
and wonder why such falsehoods
are ever circulated about any Chris-
tian people. I believe we are irying

was baptized into the Church of

of Saints to
shurch, 1 was a member of the
what I thought was religion, but

ter-day Saints set forth the truth of

yield obedience to the ordinances of

|

we are evil spoken of, it does not af-
fect the truth in the least. Truth is
eternal, and will prevail. Our Savior
told his disciples when he was on the
earth, if they were of the world, the
world would love them; but if they
were not of the wurld, the world
would hate them, Our Savior was
not of the world; he was persecuted,
and at last they took his life.
Now, what I have written is the
truth as far as [ know. And]I want
to say to you, that I know the gos-
pel is true, and I have never haa a
desire to change it for anything slse.
The young Elder that is with you
is & man of integrity and truth. You
can rely on what he tells you, lie
has left his home and friends, and is
willing to spend his time laboring
for the of the human family,
and carry the truth to those who
have never heard it; and all who
treat him kindly will not lose their
reward. Our Savior said on one oc-
casion, inasmuch as ye have admin-
istered a cup of cold water to one of
the least of these, ye have done it
unto me.

Hoping I have written for your
satisfuction, I remain yours,

MARY HENDERSON.

If more letters like the foregoing
were written to disabuse the public
mind, and more printer’s ink used
for the same  purpose, prejudice
would be greatly allayed and the
way would be smoothed for the feet
of our missionarles. A copy of the
SEMI-WEEKLY NEWS,sent occasion-
ally by each Seventy who is not in
the field of active ministry, would
be a simple, effective, and easy way
of helping in the good work and of
assisting in sending the gospel
abroa to all nations, o

—e - i - l—

ENFORCEMENT OF LAW.

THE Cleveland IHerald alludes to
the message of the Governor of
Idaho, calling attention to the
“spread of polygamy” in that Terri-
tory, and the remarks of this paper

ou that subject; and says, “there is
a growing feeling that the time is at
hand when the law against poly-
gamy must be enforzed to the let-
ter.” .
We wish to assure the Herald
that we have not said anything
againet the lawful enforcement of
any law of the land, and that what
the Idaho Governor asked for was
not the enforcement of law, but the
enactment of measures in violation
of the plainest principles of law, be-
ing nothing than penalties
against citizens for their simple be-
lief. The
ish Executive a fitt’'ng rebuke, and
every person and paper in the coun-
try that has any respect for freedom
of thought and faith should en-
dorse the action of the Assem-
bly. Enforcement of law is one
thing, the enactment of statutes to
puniaﬂ
and different thing
think there is a “growing feeling’

3

val methods of ““Christian’®® barbar-
ism.
- A

A “PRESS” REPETITION.

——rr

Tae Philadelphia Press freats its
readers to a rehash in a condensed

Legislature gave the fcol- |

religious belief is another | have not made a | .
, and we do not | opportanities and it is to be hoped

who have given it “long and careful
study or else those who have resid-
ed long enough among the believ-
ers,” and numbers Goodwin among
them. There again the Press is
mistaken. That rash and flippant
writer of unprovable assertions has
been a resident here but a few
months, and has had no opportuni-
ty of learning anything about the
people and their beliefs and aims,
except that which has been told
him by the orpc)ﬂing class among
whom be mingles. And thathehas
not made the subject his careful
study is evident toany one who
kuows anything of the history and
tenets of the *Mormons.” He be-
trays the grossest ignorance of these
matters, and statements of facts
that may have come before his
notice are made with singular fatui-
ty, as their untruth is well known
to all classes in this Territory.

We advise the Fress, if it has any
desire to be accurate, not to copy
the unsubstantiated statements of
anyone on a subject that has been
so widely misrepresented as ‘‘Mor-
monism.” And we can assure all
who have read the article in the
Review, that there is scarcely any-
thing in it that is worthy of the
slightest credence.

—iy— -

glance at the pathway along which
our people traveled.

It is now three days more than 4
hundred years since the adoptiou g
the first written Constitution of the
United States, the articles of feders.
tion and popular union., The ney
republic had not conquered a plag
in the family of nations. 'The degd.
sive ballot of war for independen
whose centennial annive

be gratefully celebrated at Yorktowy
had not been fought. The colonist
were atruggling not only against the
armies of Great Britain, but against
the seated opinions of mankind, fi
the world did not believe thesy
preme authority of government
could be safely entrusted to the
guardianship of the people them.
selves, We cannot overestimate
the fervent love of liberty, the in
telligent courage and the common
sense with which our fathers made
the great experiment of self-govern.
ment. When they found in a shori
time that the confederacy of state
was too weak to meet the necessitiyg
of the vigorous and expandingn
publie, they boldly set it aside, &
in its stead established a nation
union founded directly upon the wi
of the people, endowed with the fi
ture powers of self-preservation an
with ample authority for the accom

THE FORTY-SIXTH AND FOR-
TY-SEVENTH.

THERE seems to be some misunder-
standing in regard to the time of
the commencemen' of the Forty-
Seventh Congress. Mr. Minority
Campbell, it is represented,has gone
to Washington to see the inaugura-

Delegate from Utah.

at noon of March 4th, and the term
of the Forty-Seventh commences
immediately thereafter. If there is
no session specially called by Presi-
dent Garfield, and it may now safe-
ly be said there will be no such call,
the oath of office will not be taken
| by any Representative or Delegate
until the first Monday in December
next, when the Forty-Seventh Con-
will convene. ‘ The roll of
the House is simply made up by the
Clerk ot the closing Congress, who
remains in office until his successor
is elected. The new Senate, how-
ever, will meetf at once after the in-
auguration, for a few day’s execu-
tive session, to confirm the members
of the Cabinet and other prominent
aippointees of the new Administra-
tion. .
This being the case, Mr. Minority
will have his ignorance enligh tened
a little,and will not be able to do any
sweiring but that kind to which he
is accustomed, at least for several
g o IR 5
€ expirin ngress NAas no n
a very br?lliant one, the Democracy
good .use of their

|

that the next will be more prolific

in favor of reverting to the medize- [ of measures for the public welfare,
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THE INAUGURATION.

ErLsewHERE in this paper will be
found a full report of President Gar-
field’s Inaugural address. We give

form, of the Goodwin mess of anti-
¢“Mormon” fiction, which somehow
found its way into the North Amer-
ican Review, and of which the pub-

lishers seem to be ashamed, as they
do not notice it in their clrculated
detached notices of contents. The
Press says the article will “open the
eyes of many tuv the fact that we
have among us what is practically
a foreign kingdom, op to our
laws, our beliefs and almost every-
thing that is held holy and sacred in
religion, politics and society by the
citizens of the United States at
large.” |

We think that it will “open the
eyes of many to the fact” that the
maligners of the ‘‘Mormons” con-
tinually repeat stale and irrational,
stories without offering any thing by
way of proof, and that the effect will
be to eonvince them that no proof
can be adduced. |

The Press quotes from the alleged
interview with “Bishop” Lunt, by a
Chronicle reporter, and says, ‘‘such
evidence coming direct from a Mor-
mon Bishop is striking proof,” ete.
Softly, Mr. [Press, this did nol
come “‘direct from a Mormon Bish-
op,” but was filtered through the
brain and manipulated by the fin-
gers of a traveling newspaper re-

place to this document to the exclu- |

sion of all other telegraphic dis-

patches this afternoon, a full report
of the inauguration ceremonies, and
the closing hours of the Forty-Sixth
Congress will be published to-mor-
row, the adjournment having taken
lace to-day at 12 o’clock. As will
seen, the new Executive opens
his career by a slight reference to
to polygamy. With the exception
of that single paragraph, the address
is a sound, statesmanlike paper,
treating ably en all the cur-
rent of the day.
We may add that General Han-
cock entered the Senate Chamber in
time to witness the ceremonie:
there, being conducted by Senator
Blaine, and was received with great
applause and enthusiasm, Republi-
cans as well as Democrats flocking
to shake his hand.

- -

GARFIELD'S INAUGURAL
ADDRESS.

FeELLOW CiTizENs:—We stand to-
day upon an eminence which over-
looks a hundred years of national
life, a century crowded with perils,
but crowded with trinmphs of liber-

issues

tion and take the oath of office as|

The. Forty-Sixth Congress closes

plishment of its great object. Un
der this constitution the ndaris
of freedom have been enlarged, th
foundations of order and peace haw
been strengthened and growth inal
the betler elements of national lif
had vindicated the wisdom of the
founders and given new hope &
their descendants. Under this Con.
stitution our ple long ago made
themselves safe against danger from
without and secured for their marin
ers and flag equality of rights on al
seas. Under this Constitution
States have been added to the
Union. With a Constitution and
Jaws framed and enforced by them
our citizens secure the manifold
blessings of local and self-govern.
ment. The jurisdiction of this Con.
stitution now covers an area fifty
times greater than that of the
inal States and a population twen
times greater than that of 1780.
The supreme trial of the Consti-
tution came at last under the tre-
mendous pressure of c¢ivil war. We
ourselves are witnesses that the
| Union emerged from the blood ani
fire of that conflict purified ani
made stronger at the eclose o
this first century of its growh
With the inspirations of its hi
in their hearts our people have la
reviewed the condition of the n&
tion, passed ‘judgment upon the con
duct and opinions of its political par
ties,and have registe their will
concerning the future administrs
tion of the government. To inter
pret and execute that will in aceord.
ance with the Constitution, is the

ven from this brief review,it is
manifest that the nation is resolute
ly facing to the front, resolved®
employ it8 best energies in thede
velopment of the great possibilitis
of the future, sacredly preserving
whatever has been gained to liberfy
the

and good government during
first century.

lighted to leave behind them all the
bitter controversies over thingswhich
have been irrevocably settled and
a further discussion of which ecan
only stir up strife and delay the on-
ward march. The supremacy of
the nation and its laws should bene
longer a subject of debate. That
discussion which for half a century
threatened the existence of union
was closed at last in the high court
of war by a decision from which
there is no appeal, The Constitution
and laws made in pursuance th
shall continue to be the suprem¢
law of the land, binding alike u
the States and the le. This
cree does not distur e automomy
of the States nor interfere with any
of their necessary rules of local self-
g?vglrnhmigt, but it does fix and es-
stablis e permanent supremacy
of the Union. I'he will ufpthe na-
tion, speaking with the voice of bat-
tle and through an ame aded Constk
tution, has fructified the great pro-
gress of 1776 by proclaiming liberty
throughout the land to all inhabit-
ants thereof, The elevation of the
negro. race from slavery to the
enjoyment of the full rights of
citizenship is the most important po-
litical change we have known since
the adoption of the Constitution of
1787. No thoughtful man can fail
to appreciate its beneficient effect
upon our institutions and people. If
has freed us from the perpetual dan-
ger of war and desolation. It has

ter hunting for sensations. Won-

derfully **direct”™ proof is it not? |

ty and love. Before continuing the
onward march let us pause on this!

industrial forces of our people.

added immensely to the moral and
I

| paramount duty of the Executive

Our people are de

l




