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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

TAKING THE OATH.

A correspondent in one of the south-
ern connties inquires how a citizen
who has served a term for unlawful

cohabitation and bhas not been par-
doned can take the registraiion oath,
which provides that he must swear he
bas not heen convieted of the offense
named. Bo far as the NEWS can see,
he cannot take the general registration
oath. To subscribe to it under the
oircumetances stated would be to com-
mit perjury. Thcse who have served
a8 the inquirer suggests, and who have
not received executive clemency, are
not entitled to register for general
electione, as the ]aw now standes.

From this, bowever, it must not be
understood that a citizen in the situa-
tion described cannot register for the
election of delegates to the econstitu-
tional convention. By the enabling
act, passed in July last, it is provided
that ““all male citizens of the United
Biates over the age of fwenty-one vears,
who bave resided in the Territory for
the year next prior to such election,
'are hereby authorized to vote for and
choose delegates fo form a convention
in eald Territory. Buch delegates shall
poseess the qualifications of such
electors.”” This enactment, having
been passed pubsequent to any other
statute on the subject vf the qualifica-
tions of an elector or an official, super-
sedes all previous enactments as far as
‘it goes, It fixes the qualificalions of
delegates to the constitutional conven-
tion and of those who shall elect them.
And whether a person has been con-
vioted of the offense named or
not, he may vote for or be a delegate to
the constitutional convention. Those
persons who possess the qualifications
preecribed for voters for delegates, also
oay vote on the ratification or rejec-
tion of the constitution which may be
framed. With a thorough understand-
ing of these conditions, the Utah Com-
mission provided for am extra registra-
tion, formulating the oath which
should be taken, and which covers
every requirement of upholding the
Constitution and laws, citizenship, age
and residence. But for the general regis-
tration of electors in this Territory, and
the qualifications of voters and office-
holders outside of the special constitu-
tional affaire, the law is unchanged,
and the Edmunds-Tucker oath remains
in full force a8 before, The Utah Com-
mission has made no ruling or order
cotiflicting with this statement of the
case,

WHERE REFORM SHOULD BEGIN.

The NEWS at one time noticed the
scheme of the Vienna philanthropist,
Dr. Hertzka, to found a colony in

Africa - on communistic prineiples,
Theoretically the plan seemed fto be
perfect, but when tested it proved to be
a signal failure, as so many similar at-
tempts have been, and the collapse of
this Free Land colony givesthe Europ-
ean prees a text for varlous comments,
The London Times saye:

Spiteful fiction has never presented
more moving tales of sordid strife and

tyrannical greed than may be found in
the history of some of these well-meant
fraternities. It is sad, but it is true, that
the perfect commonwealth has never ex-
isted anywhere save in the pages of
speculative romance. Emotional craving,
however sincere, has never yet stood the
test of the daily buffets of conjoint ex-
istence. Competition, the instinect of
aggrandizement and acquisition—these
may be very painful to those who
dream dreams of human perfectibiii-
ty, but as yet no one has invented
any substitute for them as a source of
social energy. Somehow or other the
altruistic sentiment flourishes most
when it has to play a part in diminishing
the friction of individualist struggle.
When virtue is placed in an atmosphere
ot its own, it sickens and becomes cor-
rupted into frailties, Atlantis and Ar-
cadia are delightful places in books, but
they are not apparently habitable by
ordinary human beings.

Other papers comment in a similar
vein.

The subject is important enough to
demand serious attention, No one can
very well help noticing the facl that
among the human family many are
suffering from want and destitution,
notwithetanding all their efforts to
make life endurable; while others,some
even without toiling, far surpass Solo-
mon in some respects. The guestion is
thie: Issuch a condition normal? Is
it in accordance with the plans of the
Creator, and consequently beyond
remedy, as far as human devices go, or
is it not rather a consequence of devia-
tion from the original plan of God—
something in itself wrong, and call-
ivg for a remedy? Dr. Hertzka, as
so many of his predecessors, evidently
takes the latter view, and if they all
have {ailed, so fur, in finding the right
remedy, that fact does not warrant the
conclugion that the evil must always
remain, Some time the true cause
will be understood and the proper
treatment found.

When contemplating the wronge
and ills to which mankind are subject,
the supposition is near at band that
they are all due to existing laws and
customs, It would follow that with
soclety reconstructed and governed by
difterent legal codes the earth would
be made & paradise. Thus reason not
only anarchists and communists, but
the various schools of socialiste, and
many other modern reformers. That
the view taken i most superficial
should need no argument. The fact
is that the Jaws themselves are
but an indication of the moral planes
which mankind, in its various groups
and families, have reached. Their de-
fects have their cause inthe very moral
nature of man, Here, then, all effec-
tive reformoe must commence, If man-
kind can be educated so a8 to make a
Utoplan state possible, the laws neces-
sary to regulate such a state will follow
naturally. But to commence the re-
form by changing the lawe, and leav-
ing all the instincts of the Jower nature
as they are, isa vain labor. 1t is tear-
ing the tops of the weeds off and leav-
ing the voofs in the ground, and the
result will be very much the same,
The garden may Jook well for a short
time, but soon the eame weeds will be
seen more flourishing than ever.

Asin the construction of a bullding
the quality o! the material 1a as essen-
tial as the correciness of the architec-
tural plam, so the excellence of the
moral qualities of the citizens in a
Utopia is a factor more Important even
than the laws thereof. Any reformer
who neglects to co’ sider this faet is
doomed to disappointment beforehand.

The greatest Reformer who ever
lived on earth recogn'zed this impor-
tant principle. ‘I'he teachings of the
great Nazarene, when carried out to
their consequences—as they are des-
tined to be—necessarlly lead to =
universal brotherhood, governed by
love, that mivhty foree, of which the
Almighty Creator Is eald to be the
source. Yet He formed no political
state, gave no social lawe. Taking
mankiod us it wae, He taught and ex-
ewplified io His life those doctrines by
which individual ‘‘regeueration?’ is ro
be eflected, well knowing that with
out that, soclal recoustruction is im
possible, His followers did the same-
and in so far as they succeeded in
“dying from the world,”” as the
phrase was, living a *‘new life,”? con-
secrated to the cause of man and of
God, they proved that the possibilities
of a Millennium are within the human
nature,

They never dreamed of a condition,
however, in which everybody should
be in every respectequal to everybody
else.  Diflerences there are and must
alwaye be. What they aimed at was
that while each ove had to *bear
his own burden,?? yet the
“gtrong?’ should assist the
“‘weak,”” thus equalizing the work
under which now so masy suffer and
perish. Ip other words, Christianity
ns tavght by Christ and ss understood
by His immediate followers as well
by His Chureh in this age, aims ata
vondition among men in which every
individual lives no longer for his own
selfish interests and purposes, but fo 3
the bepefit of his fellowmen, 8o tha !
whatever may be bis intellectua )
powers, acquirements, gifts and graces
they will be exerclsed for the good of
all, and it seeks to gain this great end
by that regeneraling process—to use
the theological term—by which man 1s
m;de, as it were, 8 new creature,

n the meantime, the many atte

by pbilanthropists to reaehyl‘.he ::‘:::
goal prove the need of just this. Even
the iailures are necessary to give a true
understanding of the vastness of the
undértaking,and there is reason for the
hope that mankind will at last realize
that only in the Gospel is to be foupnd
theeflectunl remedy for all its suffer-
ings.

NOT THE MORMONS’ FAULT.

The Free Methodists have been
holding a convention in Denver this
week, and reporling their year’s
labore in the West. The gentleman
representing Utah is Mr. Wheelon,
and the depomination has two
churehes in this Territory, one in Balt
Lake and the otherin Ogden. His re-
port to his conference is thus given in
the Denver Jvews: :

One unassuming young man, G, W.
Wheelon, told a quiet but impressive tale
of a year’s work in Utah. He and his
wife had gone there strangers, and had
ound just thirteen Free Methodists in




