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Delivered at the Sixty-Eighth Annual
Conference, in the Tabernacle, Salt
l.ake City, Utah, Wednesday morn-
ing, Aprll 6th, 1898, by

PRESIDENT GEORGE (). CANNON.

1t is gratifying this morning to see
=0 large an asgemblage in this building,
at the commencement of our Confer-
ence, and It is to be hoped that the in-
terest that is manifested today by those
who are present will be maintained dur-
ing the Conference, that through that
jnterest we may obtain a goodly decree
of the Spirit of God, and may all feel,
when this Conference eloses, that it has
been the best Conference we ever at-
tended. This , is Is the usual feellng
which those who attend the Confer-
ences experience. At each Conference
the blessings of @God that are re-
ceived appear to be greater than
ever before, and of course this
feeling s produced by the In-
terest that each one has 1n attendlng
the meetings and in llstening to the in-
structions and drinking into the apirit
of the Conference. It is most gratify-
ing to a&ll of us to see Presldent Wood-
rutf and to hear his volce. As he
thas said, he scarcely expeeted a few
days ago to be able to attend this Con-
ference, suffering as he did from a very
sovere attaek of cold. But he Is here
with us, and it is a cause of great satls-
faction and pleasure to all to see him
and to hear his voice, even If It is only
for a brief period.

As President Woodruff has sald, the
progress of the work i3 very gratifying.
1t is an important periud in which we
are living. A great change has taken
place in relatlon to thls work and lts
behring upon the nations. No doubt
the greater portion of this congregation
will remember the promlses that were
made by the gervant of God during the
dedication of the Salt Lake Temple five
years ago. Predictions were made then
that scemed unllkely to be fuifilled,
looking at affairs as men naturally look
at them. But not a word was safd
concerning the progress of this work
and the favor that It would find from
that time forward that has not been
literally fulfilled.

As 1 have sald, a great change has
taken piace In relation to the work of
the.Lord. It occuples a different posi-
tion, in many, respects, to that which
it has ever occupied before. It was a
cause of consolatlon to the Saints, In
the dark hours that we witnessed some
ten or twelve years ago, o hear the El-
ders predict that a better day was
about to dawn upon the people, and
that we should emerge from the trials
and difficultles and sorrows of thoge
days with greater influence and more

wer, more -respected as a people than
we ever had been. It seemed highly im-
probable that those predietions would
be fulfilled, because the bitterness en-
tertained toward the Latter-day Salnts
and thelr religion was so widespread

when it seemed as though this work of
God would be overthrown and all his
purposes brought to naught. Those Who
have fought against this work have in-
dulged In those ahticipations. The
measures which they undertook, and
which they endeavored to carry out,
had for thelr object the destruction of
this organization and the breaking up
of this people. They supposed these
measures sufficient to accomplish the
ends they had in view. If they had
not felt sure of this, they would, with-
out doubt, have tried other plans.

That which has sustained the Lat-
ter-day Salnts during thelr times of
trial has been the spirit of prophecy.
The Lotd has glven to His Elders the
spirit of prophecy. In the mldst of the
most terrible trials, when the people
were broken up, driven out from their
homes and possessions, in a state of
utter destitution, without food, without
proper clothing, without shelter, home-
less wanderers, scattered by the ruth-
less hand of violence—in those dark
hours the Lord gave unto His servants
the spirit of propheey, It rested upen
them Iin power, and they predicted to
the people that a better day would
dawn upon them, and they would
emerge from thelr trials stronger and
better, more flrmly rooted in the falth
which the Lord had revealed to them,
than they were before, more than
once in the history of the ILatter-day
Salnts have mobs driven them from
their homes-—the places the Lord had
designated as places of gathering: and
they were a scattered paople, brok-
en up, and without an ablding place,
But under the inspiraton of the Al-
mighty, through the spirit of prophecy
that He gave to His servants, and to
the people themselves, they were
drawn together and held by bonds that
were Invisible to human eyes, And
though at times they were widely sep.
arated, they were drawn together to
the new gathering place, which under
the Inspiration of the Almighty through
Hlis servantis, and o which they them-
selves also shared, they knew to be the
place for them once more to assemble.
How numerous soever the temptatons
all around them to induce them to
desert the cause of Ged, to Ieave a peo-
ple who were 80 perseCuted and whoe
had to endure such trials, these in-
visible bonds of which I speak drew
them together and prompted them to
again attempt to bulld up ecities and
temples, where they could worship the
Almighty according to the command-
ments which He had given unto them.

It is truly marvelgus to look back
upon the history of the Latter-day
Salnts; to see the power that had been
manifested In holding them together
as they have been. As I have said,
those who framed plans agalnst them,
supposed they could not fail In des-
troying the organizatlon of the Church
and separating the people In such a
way that they wouid never again be

and deep-seated. But those predictions united. But the people did gather to-

have been fulfilled.

We have often been surrounded by that did this.

It was the power of God

gether agaln.
It was the splrit of pro-

very difficult eircumstances, and there phecy that rested upon the servants of

which told them that the Lord had re-
vealed and established His Church on
the earth, and that there was nelther
power on earth nor In hell that could
destroy It, or that could thwart His
purposes, as predicted by the mouths
of His holy prophets. As in the past,
gso it has been of Jate years. That
same spirit has rested upon the people.
And there Is this grand pecullarity con-
nected wth this work; it has not been
those men alone who have been chosen
by the Iord to lead who have had this
spirit.They have not prophesled without
a witness on the part of the faithful
people themselves that that which they
sald was the truth and from the Al-
mighty. For in the hearts of all the
Latter-day Saints there has been a
responsive echo to the words of hope,
cheer and comfort and prophesy that
have been glven by those upon whom
the spirit of prophecy has rested. The
people have felt the aplrit, thay have
been cheered and sustalned by it. We
have seen this s0 often that werknow
that that which the Lord has spoken
concerning His work will be fulfilled,
It is astonishing, when we reflect
upen ft, what has been done in this
respeet. We have seen people driven
out from thelr homes In utter desti-
tution, crossing the plains, with im-
provised wagons, made in the rudest
manner, out of the greenest material,
with cows, Or oxen, Or pomies, or any-

thing that could be hitched up
to draw them; a few personal
effects thrown inte the wagon,
with a small amount of food,

many of the men, and the women, too,
almost barefooted, and the children In
the same condition—all inspired by one
spirit, and that the Spirit of God. There
was nothing In their cireumstances,
that could be seen by the natural eye
to cheer or to sustaln them. But they
were full of hope, buoyant in their feel-
inga, traveling with as much confidence
and certainly as though they knew
every step they had to take and that
there was a good place ahead of them
which they would reach and In the
pleasures of which they could partake.
‘We have seen this, I say, and ft has
been an astonishing {illustration of
what God can do for a people; of huw
He can sustain them, and lnsplre them
to do the work that He requires at their
hands.

When the Saints were In-Iowa (then
a territory), traveling through, and af-
terwards at Winter Quarters, the wo-
men, ln many instances, took thelr
feather beds, and sent them down to
Mlssour] to sell, in order to get a little
provision. All sorts of expedients were
resorted to In order to get a little food.
There was Missourl on the left, inviting -
the people—a good land. food in plenty,
a land where they could live with com-
parative ease. But did the Saints
swerve? Did they, during the dreadful
danys of Winter, Quarters, think they
must desert that place where 80 many
djed through exposure and the want
of suitable focd, and go where they
could get some of the comforts and con-
venlences of life? Were such thoughts



