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- ter Quarters to make arrangements for

ration of the people who had
:’l;znﬂ::f“ on the Missouri river, Brig-
Young, who started on t?at tirlp
t 26, 1847, gave a parting in-
ﬁ::,%ason to the settlers here. He paid:
‘Tt 18 mnecessary that the stockads
ghould be gecured o that Indians can-
ot get In.. To accommodate those
?ew who shall remain here after we
return, it would only be necessary to
huild one side of the fort, but common
aenae teaches us to buiid it ?.ll around,
Ry and by, men of means will be com-
ing om, apd they wlll want rooms, and
the men who build them will then be
entitled to their pay. Make your
allg four and a half feet high, so that
:vl;by can keep the cattle out. Bulld
your houses so that You will have
1enty of fresh alr in them, or some of
pou will get sick, after being used io
yleepins jn your wagons 80 long.
g . he Why cannot I brirng
ou and you ralse corn for
8'1:25 f}%:i:re all the grain you can, and
witi'j thix you can purchase sheep,cows,
teams, etc., of those who come here
later on. We desire you to live In that
stockade until we come back again and
raise grain pext year.
»Ag -winter drew near the colonists
oved into the stockade, to which ad-
-::tlons had to be made on the south.
The roofs of the houses g]l slanted in-
the doors and windows facing
rior. There was & large gate
g‘,eﬂ!:;tiast glde of the fort, which was
kept closed at night, and gatea commu-
picated with the additlons to the: fort
op the south. Some of the dwellings
were rendered very uncomfortable dur-
ing ihe winter in consequence of the
¢z being ton fat. the melting snows
E‘:“[’izling through and causing much
misery. Mice also Infested the fort
and wolves prowled around on the out-
By the spring of 1845 there

ward,

elde.
ore than four hundred log and
:;z;emhuts Inside the Old Fort, con-

about 1,700 souls. ‘These num-
‘l;%irr;mgere inecreased by the coming in
of A pumber of the Mormon Battalion.
won August 10, 1848, the first harvest
home Wwas celebrated vn this spot. A
bowery was erected in the center of
the fort, wnder which {ables were
read, and there the gratefnl settlers
"z;.rtook of bread and beef, butter and
ghees, cakes and pies, green corn,
watermelons & nd a rich variety of
wapetables, raised In this arid valley;
while large sheaves of wheat, rye, bar-
ley, oats and other products were
p'a'ced around as ornaments and proofs
oi what could be accomplished by faith

and labor.

worith the return of Brigham Young,
there was a large influx of population,
s0 city lota were laid out and pe ople
began to settle upon them. quite a
pumber, however, remaining in the fort
during the winter of 1848-49. Gradually,
however, the Old Fort was deserteq,
apnd at length became one of the pubt
ile squares of Great Salt Lake City.

»] need mot rehearse the endeavors
that have been made by enterprising
ratiroad companfies and othe_rs to ob-
taln possession of thls historie ground
for private purposes. In order to en-
courage the building of Important rall-
ways, which would no doubt have been
vagtly beneficial to the people of Balr
Lake City, the munielpal authorities
gaw fit to make grants of this square
to compalnes which designed it tu be
used for depot grounds and buildings.
1t I8 & matter of great regret that suc-
cexss has not yet crowned their laud-
able efforts. But in consequence of the
terma of the latest grant not having
been complied with, this square has re-
verted to the city, and the present mu-
pielpal authorities having determinea
that the Old Fort Square shall be re-

talped by the people, it I8 now to be
dedicated as a public park, of which
we cannot have too many, because this
city, commenced with a few log ana
adobe huts on the place where we now
assemble, i1s to become a great inter-
mountain metropolis,with a vast popu-
lation, Immnse commercial Interests ana
bulldings suited to its position, wealth
and numbers. The progress made in a
half century is an indication of the
advancement that will be made before
another jubilee.
{ I therefore congratulate you my
"friends and fellow eitlzens on this
joyful event, and hope that this plece ot
publie property will be made a beautt-
ful and pleasant retreat, where you and
your children may enjoy the fresh alr,
the beautiful foilage and the lovely
{ Aowers which bloom and shed thel
fragrance on this hallowed spot. Ana
while we enjoy the blessings of ad-
vanced ecivilization, of good government
and of a reglon favored in many things
| above other portions of our glorious
country, let us never forget those noble
'Ploneers who opened up these valleys
for us and our posterity, and made It
posaible for us to enjoy this rich
heritage. Hall to the Pioneers of "47,
Joy and peace to their posterity and to
‘a]l the dwellers In the pleasant vales of
Utah!”

Presldent Woodruff was thenm pre-
sented to the audience by Mayor Clark
and was recelved with the warmest
demonstrations of applause. The ven-
erable Ploneer and leader sald in sub-
stance:

It was fifty-one years ago yesterday,
a littie before 11 o'clock a. m., that he

_drove President Young In his earriage
ion to the spot where the Knutsford
rotel now stands. On his arrival in the
valley, the speaker had, he sald, one
bushel and a half of potatoes in his
possession. He had covenanted with
the T.ord that he would neither eat
nor drink until they were planted, and
he Kept his promise. Others of the
| Ploneera also had potatoes with them.
They, too, promptly attended to the
work of planting. And they were
"planted in the earth, not in the moon
{dark or llght) as brother Orson Pratt
objected to that. (Laughter).

There was a man in Napuvoo who bulit
A carriage to suit hia own faney. It
had a bed 11 feet long, and was en-
tered by means of steps and door. This
vehicle the Speaker bought and brought
to this valley. On the Monday morn-
ing immediately after the arrival of

| the first Ploneers President Young
took some of the Twelve Apostles, and
with them walked on a short distance
.in a northwesterly direction; ahalt was
suddenly made and Prestdent Young,
!gtriking his eane upon the ground, ex-

claimed. “Brethren, here will be the
Temple of our God.” "I didn't ask
him,” continued President Woodruft,

|"who told him the Temple would he
there, I didn’t ecare. I put a stake
there and the Temple Ig there, & monu-
ment to President Young's foresight
land prophetiec accuraecy.”

After pasaing over the ground, which
is now Ploneer Square, the party en-
tered wagnns and started for the
Point of the Mountain, whi¢ch ap-
peared {o he pbout five mlles to the
westward., The dlstance, however, was
much greater, being about fifteen
miles. They continued on to Rlack
Rock where President Young, phinged
tn the brine and toook a bath, being
the firat Mormon to lave in {ts
waters. He was followed by other mem-
bers of ithe party among whom was a
colored man. When the latter emerged
fraom the waves the salt brine drled
upnon his skin and instead of helng a
Black man he was perfectly white.
fLaughtler.) This transformation. Por-
ter Roekwell declared to be the flrat
miracle performed in the valley. (Re-

newed merriment). But ‘when he
washed himself in fresh water the salt
disappeared and onece more the white
man was tlack. (Laughter and ap-
plause.)

On reaching here the Pioneers were
importuned to enntinue thelr journey
to Callfornin where it was belleved:
their econdition could be pettered.
Prestdent Ycung rajd he Knew he was
in the midst of a desert with hia people,
bu’: that would make no difference,
They would buii'l a temple, a elty and
a cominvnweelth here. When the first

message flashed across the the
new electrie means of com-
munleation, the words were:

“What has God wrought? And 8o re-
gardirg the declaralion of President .
Young, the speaker felt constrained
to say: “What hae God wrought?” In
these mountaln vali« sre now citles
and tawus bedecked with temples of
worship, school houses, colleges and’
Lthe varioud cendlitivn: ¢f an advanced
civilization.

Here Presldent Woodruff paused
briefly and then asald: “Wonderful
changes have come to this land and
people sinece the arrival of the Ploneers,.
and I want to say that the changes,
the progress and Increase will be just
as great during the next fifty-one years
as duaring a eimilar period that has
just closed. The destiny of this peopls
fs before heaven and earth and noth-
ing can stay it.’

PresldentWoodruff then said he would
apeak ¢f one Ineident and only one
connected with the Journey of the Plo-
neers hither. It was suggested to him
by the presence on the stand of W. C, -
A. Smoot, who was the youngest teams-
ter in the advance guard. It occurred
near the Platte river., One day the
lit’le band of home and liberty secKers.
were etartled by sSeelng to the west,
directly ahead of them, what appeared
to be a great biack cloud close to tha
earth. To their amazement they dls-
covered on approaching hearer that it
was not & cloud, but a solid, mighty,
moving body of bufrale, probably the
greatest herd that had ever assembled
in the western world, There was great
danger of being crushed to death by
the mighty horde. What to do was a
problem. But after consultation a
wedgelike column wag thrown out and
an opéning effected in the herd. Among
thils animated mass of the monarchs of
the mountains and plains  they
struggled on and on for their
own personal salvation for three days
and nights. At one time Brother Smoot
lost a horse which got mixed up with
the buffalo which were traveling not
tn a secattered condition but just as
close together as animals could crowd
together, For ia time it seemed aa
though the loss would be permanent,
but after a while the horse was re-
covered,

“It always was,” mald Presldent
‘Woodruff In his closing reference to the
incident, “a mystery to me why that
great bady of buffalo should have gath-
ered together and marched from Ii=
reaming place on the slopes of the
Rocky Mountalns and moved dowa on
to the Platte. It mever occurred be-
fore; it never occurred since, and will
never occur again.”

As a flnale to his address President
Woodruff szid he felt that it was his
duty to give President Brigham Young
the credit of having lald the founda-
tlon of this city and State. The streeta
of Balt Lake City, for Instance, were
the widest and most beautiful of any
city on the earth. Tn the historle city
of Jerusalem, two loaded eamels found
it difflewit to pass each other. In this
city, thirty of those ecaravans of the
desert could do so0. President Young
belleved In fulfilling the commandments
of God. He belleved In dolne things
well, That was a characteristic of the
Ploneers, no matter what the cost. For
instance, & mountaln was moved at a.



