Indian troubles of course broke up
the little settlernents that bad been
commenced on Thistle Creek in
1864 and 1865,.and oot untii 1874
were any important steps made fo-
ward settling the valley permanent-
1y.

bThe present population of Thiatle
Valley proper cousists of about 40
Indian families and about 15 white
famiiies, beaides quite a nuinber of
vthers located on the creek hetween
the valley aud Thietle Creek Btation.
Atone point there is a little village
koown as (linton belonging to Utah
Couvnty. Indianocla is situated in
the east part of Thistle Valley, about
4 mile east of the railway station,
hut vnly a small portion uof the peo-.
ple live on the townsite, the ma.
jority, and amooyg them nearly all
the Lndians, preferring, so far, to
live oo their respective quarter
sections. Elder John Bpencer pre-
sides over the Indians, aod Hyrum
RBeeley has temporary charge of the
ward a8 presiding Priest since Kl-
der Bpenrer tendered his resigna-
tion ns Bishop a few montha ago.
Elder Spencer states that the [ndi-
ans iM  his care are generally
comfortable, although most of them
still occapy the same old log caling
which the Chureh purchased of the
white settlers for them in 1877. Be-
sides the cabin each family has an
Indiah tent pitched fum the fronot or
rear, without which none of them
seems to he satisfied. The [ndians
make their vwn liviog by farming
and huntiog. [o times past they
were diligeut in attending meetings
and Sunday schools, but” there has
been a falling off in this respect of
late. A number of them, after har-
vesting their crops, are in the hahit
of spending part of the autumno in
the mountains hunting, aud a large
percentage is off for this purpose.
The white settiers are protty well off
ag a rule, bhaving good farms and
heing owners of considerable stock.
[pdianvla bas an unfinished meet-
ing house, a brick building 40x26
fect, two stores and a pumber of

comfortable dwellings. I have
gleaned 1 number of importnnt his-
torical facta in visiting Thistle Val-

lay anod Milburn, and shall go from
here to Puirview today. theprce to
all the other settlements in the Ban-
te Stake of Zion, in the intérest of
(*hurch history.
ANDREW JENSUN.
MILBURN, SBanpete County, Utal.

——

APPEAL TO UNCHURCHED VOTERS

There are many- menio Utah who
atand outside of all churches, hav-
ing faith in none. Some of these
men are called *‘athejsts,” some
‘Yinfidels,?* pome ‘‘'spiritualists.*?
What they are in fact i8 of no con-
sequence here.  The - important
pnint ia that they are unchurchd
ard represent the heretics of Utah.
They work and vote wlth the a]-
leged “Liberal?® party of the Terri-
tory in opposition to the Mourmon
people. I want to eall their atten-
tlon to a matter which reriously
concerns them.

From the days of Thomas Paioe
to the present it has been the boast
of Ameriean ¥Freethinkersthat they
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were preeminently the friends und
advocates of universal liberty and
the rights of man. Paine never
sought to deprive any religious sect
of its patural right to worship God
according to the dictatea of con-
science., He only insisted that the
guvernment of the United States
should be wholly free from the io-
terferenve of priesteraft. Hisposition
wag sound and is the same today. A
century has gone since Paine was
in his prime. [n therace for wealth
the American people have forgot-
ten the men and the prineiples of
the men who formed our free gov-
ernment. The "sects that were
small and weak when Paipe broke
the power of priesteraft as a factor
in government have become strong
and werful. From a following
of n few thousandsn century ago,
in the States, the Catholie chureh
hasgrown to 10,000,000, The various
evangelical and other sects have
in like manoer increased from
mengre followinge to an aggregate
of 15,000,000.- While the men of the
pation have been absorbed in the
acguisition ot property, the minis-
ters, the priests, have been working
amnong the women and children $o
augment the power of their
churches. Their growth in pum:
bers of communicants bas been par-
alleled all the while by a growing
assumptiou of the right to interfere
in theaffairs of government. Long
ago it became clear to those who
paused io the rush of the river of
avarice long enough to look about
theni, that. there Wwere two ecclesi-
astical parties in the Unit 4 States
striving te oblain control of the
goverument. Those parties are the
Catholic church, on the one hand
and the eombised evunge]icai
churches on the other.

Both are powerful organizations.
Combined, they represent nearly
one balf of the populatiod of the
country. They have agreed fo work
together for the purpose of amend-
ing the Constitutiouw so faras to in-
sert in it n declaration that God is the
Author and Jesus Clirist the Ruler
of the pution, and that Congress
shall enmforce a recognition of this
amendment. That done, American
{)L‘lltica would at once become
heological in character. Election
contests would repre ent the struggle
of Catholic_and Protestant oppou-
ents. 'The Americau politiciun is 3
plastic animal. He will suit him-
self to whatever demand hi% con-
stituents choose to make. "Though
in heart he were oppored to all
churghes, that fact woulld never be
known were he secking office where
the people were governenl by tnec-
logical beliefs. The consequence is
that whenevetr the time comes, as
come it will, that the echurch enters
inte polities, the strength of prieat-
craft and the truculence and
cowardlce of the politician will put
the government intv the hands of
one or the other of the two veclesi-
astica) purties named above. This
is inevitable. Hut when that ia
done, what follows?

[f the- Catholic church obtains
contrel, it wlll curtail the freedom
and privileges now enjoyed by ali
other sveta nnd it will curb ireedom
of speech and press. The atheist,
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the infidel, the unbeliever in super-
paturalism will be warned to get
into the ¢‘only true church.”* [f
they refuse, an American Inquisi-
tion will appear and people will be
murdered for opinlon’s sake, as in
the past.

If the combined evangelical
churches should get control of the
zovernment, the atheist, the infidel
and all the unchurched masses
would be given leave to join church
or leave the country. They have
already said that such will be their
ultimatum. They would rekindle
the old fires of hate and persecution
against the Catholica, They have
succeeded in making Couogress rob
the Mormoo chureh because of ita
polygamy. They would then rob
the Cutholic churebh on aecount of
its celibacy. That I8, they would
attempt t» do s0. What would be
the result?

There would be in the United
States a frightful religious war Le-
tween the Catholic and the
evangelical eects. Where would
the unchurched people be then?
Roasted between two fires. [t would
make no difference to them which
party won, for the success of ejther
would mean their banishment or
extermination. It would make po
difference if the atheists, infidels,
and all other unchurched people
threw their combined welght upon
either side. They could not fight

‘for the life of n free government,

liecause that would have been al-
ready destroyed. ‘They could not
fight with either party to restore a
free government, because whichever
parly succeeded, freedom would be
slnin and the government would
henceforth be atheoeracy with some
sort of priest at its bead iu the name
of God.

Huch being the case, [ desire to
call attention of the unchurched
voters to the fact that,.in voting
with and for the alleged *“Liberal®?
party of Utah, they are blindly
playing into the hands of n power
that will some day destroy the
liberty of which they have sv long
boasted themeselves the advocates
and defendem. Ivery Freethioker
who votes with the so-catled * Liber-
al’* party of Utah drives a oail
Jaecl-like 1nto the brains, so to apeak,
of hig own freedom.

The talk about *Americanizing
Utah?? 50 much indulged in by-the
“Liberal’* ringleaders is Jesultical
opiate andministered to put sense to
sleep and lead men upcounsciously
into a trap. The “Liberal’’ party
ot Utah 1a o party of priestcraft in
which this unholy bargain is made.
The offices go to the politicinps as a
reward for the help of the latter to
give the anti-Mormon priests
power to rob, despoil, disfranthise
and annihilate Mormenism. Utah
is the ground on which I8 today
being fought the first npen fight of
the priest combine to obtain contrel
of the United Sintes government.
1f they succeed in Utah it will not
be long until they will make the
attempt o other Territories. and
then into the States. The *“Liberal??
pariy of Utah is today a Catholic
and Protestant combipation whieh,
having first exeited the hatred of
the unchurched votéra against the



