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as it really is and not as it appears
to those who are biased by false or
fanciful views of it it is therefore
not wonderful that many of tol-
stoy works have been translated
and are to be found in almost every
large bookstore in europe it would
seem that he has not yet written a
line which in death he would desire
to blot

leon tolstoy was born august
1828 and is conconsequently a

little more than sixty one years of
age his mother died before he
was two years of age and his father
a few years later at the age of
eighteen he left school and soon
after entered the russian army
where hebe anduenduredred the hardships of a

imperialthe army
for twenty five years lie remained
in obscurity but at length his writ-
ings commanded atattentiontenton and the
czar raised him to the rank of
count the testimony of such a
man who has grappled with the
stern realities ofof life and felt the
chilling influence of poverty ob-
scurity and oppression and yet has
arisen superior to them all is surely
worthy of cnconsideration in refer-
ence totio the bible hebe says

for the purpose of opening up a
newne vv world to a pupil and of making
him love knowledge before he has
knowledge there is no book like the
bible I1 speak even for those who do
not regard the bible as a revelation
I1 know of no other production which
so unites all sides of thought
let those who deny the educational
significance of the bible and claim
that it has outlived its time let them
ttry to compose such a book and they
wwill11 soon admit their failure

it is owing to this mansmads efforts
that the bible will soon be published
in the simple laulanguageguage of the rus-
sian peasantrytry thefhe name of leleonn
tolstoy shouldshou id not be confounded
with that of the russian politician
bearing a similar name

the elections in prancefrance have cer-
tainly had a favorable influence in
russian political circles the con-
viction that france has at last
founded a stableactable government is in-
creasing hitherto at st peters-
burg whenever anyone has talked
about a russo french alliance the
russians have shrugged their shoul-
ders how could they form an alli-
ance with a nation whose ministries
changed with the rapidity of stage
scenes and where no one knew
from day to day whether tomorrow
might not see the control of the
french republic in the hands of
adventurers and demagogues so
the russians have said in the past
but if france huhas at length secured
a sober solid and strong republican
government the prospects ofor an alli-
ance between republican france and
despotic russia are greatly in
creased

the french have seized every
opportunity of showing their rus-
sian sympathies A few days ago
when the great review of the parleparie
exhibitors took place before presi-
dent carnot on the occasion of the
distribution of awards there oc-
curred a very significant incident

V when the english commission
carried the british flag past tbthee
president he saluted it indifferently

when the americans brought their
star spangled banner he greeted it
more warmly but when the rus-
sian eagle appeared president car-
not abandoned the passive austerity
of his usual demeanor and twice
over with both hands saluted the
russian standard amid the en-
thusiasticthusia and prolonged cheering
of the french multitude then
the italian flag passed without a
salute amid chilling silence

the events of the last few weeks
have brought pread lent sad i carnot
into prominence and have shown to
advantage the booigooi judgment which
has so tarfar characterized his adadminis-
tration

ni i nis
tration Asaa iswellswell know nhe is still
a comparatively young man having
been born august 11 th 1837 his
family name is one of the most dis-
tinguished in the history of repub-
lican france the grandfather of
the president was the great war
minister of the first republic in 1793
and virtually minister of war dur-
ing the reign of terror and hehelpededthto overthrow thee
presidentspresident father was minister of
public instruction in the cabinet
brought to power by the memorable
revolution in february 1848 and
remained loyal to the republic dur-
ing the rise of the second empire
M sadi carnot the present presi-
dent of france was educated to be
a civil engineer and gradgraduatedbated at
the head of his class in the escole
des fonts school of bridges
findand afterward held a governmentGo en-
gineeringgi post when the franco
prussian war broke out in 1870 at
the close of the war he waswaa elected
deputy to the national assembly
and in 1879 was appointed sub mimin11

ister of public works M carnot
liashas long been distinguished as a
philanthropist public aridand pravatepr vate
rofo enuineenumeraterate the benefits he has
conferred on chricharitabletable institutions
and the aid he has givergiven to strug-
gling9 genius would surpass the lilim-
its of this article president carnot
though officially a catholic is never-
theless in favor of complete reli-
gious toleration madame carnot
his wife is a remarkable woman
who takes great interest in the wel-
fare of the poor and in the social
movements which tend to the leva
tion of her sex her soussons attend
the lyceum or high school but eaeachh
evening their mother carefully sees
that their lessons are well prepared

somewhat like cincinnatus who
was unexpectedly called to leave
the plough and rule rome M car
kotwasbot was not a little surprised when on
friday night december 2ndand 1887 a
committee was sent to inform him
that he was electeaelecieI1 president of the
bronch republic his reply was
characteristic he said it will go
hard with me to quit this familiar
house and go and live in that

boarding house the palace
deliseedEl ysee it is easy to see that
such a family exercises a salutanryry in-
fluence on the affairs of france

the visit of the czar of to
berlin during the past week has
been a faithful theme for continen-
tal journals the visit so long pro-
mised has at length been paid but
it has been srso long postponed that it
no loilongerser wears an aspect
of signsignificant friend linw therethe re

caption of his russian majesty
did not lack in ceremonial splendor
or even in that personal effusiveness
which seems to be the rule when
emperors meet but no kiasings
on both cheeks no blowing of
trumpets no reviewing of armies
no banquets no cordial leave
takings will be able to disguise the
fact that the friendship of germanyJer maDy
aridand russia once so strong and so
potent is among the things that are
nno9 more russia used to be
sias good friend and patron the
house of was once
notmt too proud to lean on the house of
romanoff but that was before the
franco prussian war now every
passing day brings into more strik-
ing relief the fundamental and in-
curable rivalry of russia on the one
hand and germany and austria on
the other only over the prostrate
power of the austro hungarian
empire can russia march to the
fulfillmentfulfilment of its scheme of am-
bition in southwesternsouth western europeeu rope
this germany will not for a mo-
ment admit A hundred birnes in-
genious ddiplomatists have tried to
get arounaround this stumbling block butilvainin vain itisit is this that deprives the
tardy visit of the czar of all its
value

the late meetings of the sanitarycongress have brought forth a large
number of facts which it is well for
all to remember it scarcely seems
kopsipossibleble that sixty years have not
yet elapsed since bathtubsbath tubs came
into use and well arranged bath-
rooms were almost unknown then
the streets of all the great cities of
europe were noremore noted for their
filth than their cleanliness and
even the boulevards of paris were
littered with festering garbage and
the smells that arose from
it were as bad as those of
bagdad in the days of harobin
al0 R all this is the more re-
markable as the laws of the romans
who once ruled in western europe
were so stringent in regard to sani-
tary regulations the ruins of the
ancient aqueducts in rome attest
how highly her citizens valued a
copious supply of pure water the
baths of julian the baths of nero
the baths of and other
public baths indicate how highly
personal cleanliness was valued by
the citizens of ancient rome even
amid the ruins of pompeii her cele-
brated baths are among the first ob-
jects that strike the travetravelerslevs atten-
tion this isle another proof how fast
mankind degenerates under the rule
of apostatized christianity
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GUY FAWKES DAY

november ath being the anniver-
sary of Cg gunpowder plot it might
be wewellI1 to refresh the memory of
the readers of the NEWS regarding
the notorious exploit of guy fawkes
on the ath of november in the
year 1605 one of the most reckless
and diabolical attempts to destroy
both life and property that we have
any record of was made in the city
of london guy fawkes waswaa born
in yorkshire of protestant parentsparente


