
alry TT

THE DESERET WEEKLY
base assassins who should have been
punished and the government
never instigated or committed the
crime or approved of it henry W
lawrence an apostate says that the
government was not even intended
and so does every honest man it
has been found that there is nothing
disloyal in all the endowment cere-
monies

then the objectors fly to the ser-
mons that have been preached and
select isolated passages but these
are not doctrine they are not ac-
cepted by the church in the sense
in which the objectors interpret
them I1 say that when the proph-
ets joseph and hyrum smith
were killed when 15 or 16 men
women and children were cast in a
dark hole and buried when scores
of similar crimes were committed
the state of illinois should have
punished the murderers the objec-
torsfors here dare not deny that these
murders were committed in cold
blood and there is no record of
one of the murderers being brought
to justice then men women
and children were driven from their
homes into the wilderness has
that outrage ever been punished
but what did those people do they
came to foreign soil hoisted the
stars and stripes and took posses-
sion in the name of the united
states

in 1857 word came that
soldiers were on the way to drive
them again dont you think the
people were excited dont you
think the murder of fathers mothersmotheBs
brothers sisters and children came
before their eyes again would you
expect moderate expressions from a
people in this situation but the
expressions were against the mobs
who had despoiled and would
despoil them not against the gov-
ernmenternment

in 18561858 the peoplepeo ae here were liv-
ing on roots rethe church did
exercise a temporal power then in
one instance and by it saved
the people from destruction it di-
vided the food in all the eastern
journals there was not a word of
sympathy for us it was understood
there that hundreds of men domed
and children were dying of starva-
tion and one journal stated in iti
columns that there was at least a
solution of the mormon question for
they were starving to death I1 admit
that it rankled in my breast in those
times

on this came an army which we
understood was to annihilate us
after the sympathy shown to mor
mons in missouri and IIII1111illinoisnoi after
the sympathy shown in rejoicing
that we were starving we were in-
formed of the additional sympathy
of an army coming to destroy us
Is it any wonder that wild expres-
sions were made expressions that
today we would not make and would
not approve under different cincucircum-
stances
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I1 challenge the other side

to compare the history of any state
or territory with ours as to a law
abiding people even with the soli-
tary exception of a law against a
doctoridoctrineno of our religion

our witnesses emphatically state
there is nothing in the endowment
that Is repugnant to the gov

that there is noth-
ing bearing in any way upon
the government As to obedi-
ence to the priesthood testified to
by mcguffie wardellwardell bond aidai d
gilmor who also testified that poly-
gamy was enjoined by covenant
mr lawrence as well as othothersers
denied this as far as the endow-
ments are concerned mr law-
rence said that was the trend of the
teachings outside the witnesses
say that joseph and hyrum smith
are included among the prophets
it is also in evidence that the cere-
mony is the same for the dead as the
living showing that it has no refer-
ence to the individual action and
when mr dickson could get nothing
to suit him he would end by a
question which he wanted to im-
presspressonon the courtcuurtisas meaning that
the witness was not telling the
truth that question was areArfreyoueyouyou
a mormon

but the mormonscormonsMormons told the
truth and when it came to matters
that were sacredly religious they
declined to answer so because the
alleged oath was shown to be a
myth the other side flew to old
sermons such as I1 have referred to
I1 will mention another witness who
said there was nothing that was
incompatible with citizenship in the
endowments that there waswaa no
covenant to obey the priesthood
that there was no covenant to
avenge the blood of the prophets
that there was no reference to the
government by inference or other-
wise and that man is E L T harr-
ison he is as intelligent and as
respected as is mr lawrence
and he declares that there
is nothing in the endowment that
is contrary to good citizenship so
does elleli B kelsey also a man of
intelligence and reliability there
is nothing in the endowment that
is in any way opposed to good citi-
zenshipzenship that is the declaration of
mr harrison and other reputable
men it has been urged that a
prayer to avenge the blood of the
prophets is antagonistic to the 90gov-
ernment
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ern ment but the answer to this
is that not an intelligent man
understood that he was to
take any part in it that there was
anything objectionable in it again
I1 refer to the reason for mr
lawrence leaving the church that
it had no connection with the
endowment house but it was be
cause of his attachment for certain
friends in a question about temporal
affairs the testimony of the wit-
nesses for the applicant has shown
that thesetheae references to the govern-
ment never had any existence in
fact and our witnesses are corrobor-
ated by all the reputable witnesses
for the objectors

in regard to the sensation of mr
wardell it shocked the community
and there was great excitement in
consequence I1 suppose the attor-
neys brought wardellward ell in good faith
and thought he would tell the truth
I1 can understand wardell on no
other ground than that he is more a
fool than a knave he named some
whom he said were present at the
horrible sceneseene I1 admit that I1 never
heard such a shocking story before
Warwardensdells own bonnot a mormon f

was sent for and he contradicted
flatly his fathersfather78 testimony then
comes wardelleWardelPsdells wife daughter and
another son who also state that the
story is false wardell says
green lived at farmington we
brought witnesses and proved that
the only man named green who
lived at farmington is still allaliveinvein
the northern part of the territory
joseph follett said by wardell to
be an eyewitnesseye witness to the horrible
deed is brought and swears that no
such a thing ever occurred the
whole was a trumped up story with
not a word of truth to base it on
and that is the case with all the
noise that has been made about the
mormonscormonsMor mons there is not a thread

on which to hang any of the hor-
rible stories about mormonscormonsMormons
they are alike baseless and untrue

in regard to the intolerance of
mormonscormonsMor mons the jbvobjectorsactors have

sought among the dregs of the
apostates who are the most bitter of
all toward those who were their
former associates here the morismor
mons are on trial on the testtestimonyimony
of their sworn enemies what was
the story of christ himself as told
by his enemies it was that he
was a and a glutton and
it was left to his friends in the
four gospels to tell the true story of
his life I1 say that the testimony
brough there against
is unworthy of consideration in a
court of justice the history of the

not been one of peace
and comfort it has been one of in-
justice and persecution and issitit any
wonder that some of them have
spoken bitter words

in regard to the alleged trailing of
the flag I1 say that there never waswaa
one purposely dragged in the dust
Thethereremaymay have been one that
dropped but even mcarthurMr Arthur pratt
who says he would have seen it hadhad
it been trailed declares he saw no
such ihirg the testimony of
it is only from sworn enemiesbenemieQ thecourt speaks of the demonstration
at mr wells release this is the
only place on the continent where a
man is consigned to a felons gell
for contempt of court the people
rose up and manifested their dis-
taste of such a thing

court Is there any other place
to confine them in

legrand young it is the busi-
ness of the government to treat us
as it does people in other parts of
the republic ttit should have pro-
vided a place here as it does else-
where it harthehas the means and cer-
tainly has had the opportunity it
has no right to discriminate against
us I1 say that utah is the
only place

1
where the united

states when a witness is
committed for contempt consigns
him to a felonfelonyIs cell andana the peo-
ple in the case of daniel H wells
manifested their disapproval of it
and was that trtreasoneagon I1 say it was
not they had a right to do soBO

the people hadbad a right to express
themselves just as the english peo-
ple did when they strewed the path
of defoe with flowers to andald from
the pillory until the executive had
to pardon him was there any
treason in that not a breath
they were expressing their distdistaste


