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nicety of ifs execution, and the facilities |
ﬁ'rﬂrfwhﬂra afforded to the shovers, are
absolutely :tl.rtlini It is computed by |
persons who have investizgated the matter
that in some districts fully one-half the
currency in circulation is spurious. A
bran new $land §2 bill wererecently shown
to one of our reporters, which had been

ronounced genuine by the cashires of five
National Banks. Yetthe foreman of one
of our engraving companies, who is un-
questionably the ablest expert in this line
in the country, insisted that the bills were
counterfeits, and pointed out two or threo
inacuractes in the engraving. The paper
was perfect. If the foreman was right in
his supposition, and we have no reason to
doubt it, these are certainly the bestexecu-
ted counterfeits ever produced in the United
States; and it is difficult to devise any plan
by which they can be detected by the mass
ofthe people.”’

-
MEN WHOG0 FOR” THE “MORMONS.”

Tae appointment of a new Governor
for Montana in the place of Ashley calls
forth praises and notes of joy from other
than Democrats. Poliitians may rea-
sonably calculate npon the abuse and
attacks of their opponents; but the cen-
sure and condemnation of their own
party must be hard to bear. This is
Ashley's fix. A leading Chicago. Re-
publican paper, in speaking of Ashley’s
removal, uses this language: ‘‘The crea-
ture Ashley has at last got his dues.”’

Now, this is rather a contemptible
way of speaking of a prominent Repub-
lican, an ex-member of Congress, the
foremost man in preferring the charge
of malfeasance in office against Andrew
Johnson, a Chairman of the Committee
on Territories, and a Governor of Mon-
tana. A man around whom so many
honors have clustered would, it might
be thought, escape such contempt as
this language wounld imply. Bat all
the dignities that Ashley bas borne do
not seem to have any effect fon this
editor. A Of Ashley’s successor he
knows nothing, except that he was a
lawyer before the war, & Democrat, and
in the war a Brigadier~-General, But
he saya:

“He is certainly a dﬁﬂﬁﬂd improvement
npon Ashley, who will now, it is to be
hoped, retire to private life or go over to
the Democracy. is character fits him for
Demoecratic affiliation, and he recently
made a speech at Helena which would indi-
cate that he is about to jump in that diree-
tion. If he ever floats to the surface again,
it will be as Delegate to Congress from
Montana, & Territory that uniformiy goes
Democrat.” - |

Ashley is in a fair way, it seems, to
learn that Republics are ungrateful.
After all his great services, his patriot-
ism, his faithfulnessin *‘going for’’ the
“‘Mormons’’ to be thus treated. What
a reward for faithful service!

This treatment of Ashley ‘“‘points a
moral.”” Public men may learn a lesson,
if they will, from it. He thought he
would make political capital by advo-
cating measures against the ‘‘Mor-
mons,” and he now sees with what
success, Smarter men than he
tried it before him, and he might have
profited by their example; but he eould
not see it. A good many notable men
have, at one time or another, tried to
devise and inaugurate plans that would
“‘regulate the Mormons;" which means
in ordinary parlance, ‘‘destroy them;"
but, in every instance, they have eome
to grief. Read overthe names of the pro-
minent men who were active in their at-
tacks upon the Latter-day Saintsin Mis-
souri and Illinois, and where are they?
Has any member of the Federidl Senute
or House of Representatives gained
laurels by assailing them or preparing
schemes for their injury or destruction?
Let the names of those prominent in
urging the sending of an army to Utah.
in 1857, be read over,and what has been
their fate? A bllgi:\t foell upon every
prominent man connected with that
miserable business; the Presldent of the
United States, members of his Cabinet
and of the Benate and House, all feeling
its effects. Bince old enough to notice
these thins we have watehed such at-
tempts,and in our i nce we have
never known it to fail that whenever a
man, no matter how prominent, under-
took to assail the Latter-day Saints and

.to form plans toinjure them, he invaria-
bly became involved in diffienlty, in-
curred contempt and finally sunk into
oblivion. Men may think, that they
can get glory by assailing the ‘‘Mor-
mons;’’ but it will be with them as it
was with Haman of old,when he under-
took to ‘*go for’’ Mordecai—the galiows
ge prfpamd for the latter he adorned

imself, -

-

Where there is weakness, there you
will find boasting—So when men or

newspapers b loudly one is sure to
find just there a lack of that which is
boasted of. |

-

DISCOUR>-S I

By® Elder JOHN TAYLOR, delivered
in the, Taberndele, Salt Lake Cily,
Now., 27th, 1569,

BEPORTED BY DAYID W. EVAXNS,

I am pleased fo hear the testimony of my
brethren when they return home from
missions. When they have gone in faith
and fulfilled their missions honorahly and
faithfully before God, and have returned
again, they always feel pleasant, joyous and
happy. They experience, when they are
away, the value of their religion, as Bro.
Needham has done; and they are necessar-
ily led to put their trust in the living God
and seek guidance from Him, for they
realize that there is no other power or
influence that ean sustain them) and when
men are in the falfilment of their duties,
whether here or elsewhere, they always
realize the blessings consequent upon obe-
dience, for the blessings of God, always
attend His faithful Saints. When men and
women are living in the enjoyment of their
religion and in obedience to the laws of
God, they always feel comfortable and
happy; but whenever they violate His
laws, transgress His commands, or are
negligént of their duties, they are uncom-
fortable and unhappy; there is no course so
safe and joyous as to continually seek the
favor of the Almighty and be governed by
His law.

We, as a people,have always been taught
that obedience is one of the great leading
principles of the government of God,as it
is one of the great leading prineciples of all
other systems of government. I think
sometimes that-we do not comprehend the
position that we occapy before God and the
relationshipthat we sustain to each other;
and that many people err for wantof proper
reflection and a correet understanding of
the laws pertaining to the Kingdem of God,
nor do they understand the responsibilities
devolving upon us individually and col-
lectively.

Some one has said that ““order is Heav-
en's first law;" if that be so the nearer we,
individually,adhere to order in God's king-
dom the more likely shall we be to enjoy
His emile and approbation. Soeciety is or-
ganized according to certain rales, laws
and usages, the earth and earthly things
are governed by law, the great object of°
philosophic research is to comprehend
what are termed the laws of 'nature and to
solve its problems. If they dig into the
earth and become acquainted with the va-
rious minerals, they study their properties,
values, lJaws and affinities for each other,
and by analysis discover their component
parts. The astronomer, in ekamining the
heavenly boedies, makes it the great object
of his study to discover the laws by which
the various planets are governed, the rate
at which they move through space and by
what other planets they are influenced
according to acknowledged invariable
laws, The same is true of all the works of
nature, of mechanism and of everything
that we can eonceiveol. There are certain
laws by which the human svstem is gov-
erned, and by which all creation is
influenced, and certain afflinities and
influences which govern and control the
whole. Wg call these the laws of nature.
Light 1is governed by cerifain un-
changeable laws—so is heat, electricity,
air, water, the vegetable, animal and min-
eral kingdoms and every principle of life,
that we can refleat upon or thimk about,
as well as all substances living, moving or
inert, all submit to rule, all are governed
by certain qualities, properties and laws,
from which they de nof and can not devi-
ate,

Mankind from time immemorial have es-
tablished certain laws and usages among
themselves; they have also, at various times
organized various forms of government
among themselves, Despotic, absolute and
limited monarchies, oligarchies, republican
and patriarchal, all have been tried; and
wherever and whenever governments have
been instituted there have necessarily exist-
ed laws. Govermment naturally implies
that there are persons to be governed, and
the governed have always given upa cer-
tain amount of their seemingly individual
rights, privileges and immunities to the au-

thority that governs for the general benefit,

the government under whieh they exist,

These are principles that are well under-
stood, Whatever government you may live
under to-day, whether alimited or unlimit-
ed monarchy or a republie, no matter how-
free and liberal it may be, still il is a gov-

ernment and there are laws which all peo=

ple, living undér that form of government,
are expected to obey,

All people do not possess the freedom

and liberty that we possess in this land,

which is emphatically the land of liberty;
still all the governments of the earth ex-
pect their subjects to yield obedience to
their requirements, ;

The same thing applies to Church gov-
ernment, of all classes, whether Roman,
Catholic, Greek, Episcopalian, Methodist,
Presbyterian, Baptist, Shaking Quakers,
Jumper or whatever form ofreligion it may
be., The¥ have their own individual forms

communicanis, It #s true that some of
them are very loose, lax and latitudinarian
in their ideas, principles and dogmas; still
in condection yvith them all thers 4re cer-
fain laws or principles that they expect
their people to be governed by and to submit
to,and if they do not yield obedience thereto
they are excommunieated, or cut off from
the church. There are certain penalties
affixed to the violation, or non-observance
oflaw whether in a Church or State capac-
ity.

In the several States of these United States,
they have legislatures chosen by thr peo-
ple; in some countries these legislatures
are chosen and appointed by the king or
emperor, as the case may be. In a Repub-
lican form of govornmeant, such as ours,
these legislatures are supposed to represent
the people, hence they are properly called
Representatives, or the members of the
House of Represeniatives. These men are
elected in the various distriets, The peo-
ple of those districts get together, nominate
and elect the men of their choice, to make
laws for their government. subject, how-
ever, to the restrictions imposed by their
several constitntions; this is the uniform
practice in this country. And when those
men meet in alegislative capacity itis sup-
posed that they enact laws for the welfare
of the people who have chosen them, not
for the benefit of this, that or the other
individual; not to build up one town and
pull down another; not to introduce prin-
ciples calenlated to make one man rich and
another poor; but it is supposed that they
meet together to pass laws which shall en-
sure to the general welfare of their several
States. They pass laws, for instance, in re-
lation to the payment of duties, in re-
lation to insults or bodily injaries that may
be sustained and inflicted by one upon
another, certain penalties being affixed teo
such things, according fo the judgment of

- the majority of the members of the legisla-

ture., Thus laws are enacted, on a great
-wvariety of subjeets; we need not enumerate
them at the present time; calculated to pro-
mote the welfare of what is termed the
body politic. :
Sometimes these laws operale harshly

complaints are made in relation thereto;
but when allaw is passed, it is al 8 ex-
pected that the people shall be subject to
that law; and this is the case in every land
and under avery form of government,
There is no distinetion in relation to such
matters; and it would be of no use for a
man to say I feel differentiy from the leg-
jslature, and I do not like such or such a
law. They have tobe subject to it whether
they like it or not; or if they refuse to be
obedient there are certain penalties attached,
for the government generally findsmeans to
enforce its laws and to carry out its decrees,
These things are bronzht about solely by
the will of human beings organized in the
capacity of communities for the preserva-
tion utgima and good order and for the
promotion of the general welfare,

Laws of this kind may be, and are con-
stantly modified and ch : but it is
otherwise with the laws of Nature; they,
like their Author, are immutable snd un-
changable. If a man, for instance, eats or
drinks that which is injurious, and
in it, there is a law of nature that operates
upon him and brings him to a premature
grave. Ifaman is a drankard, excessively
licentious, or violates the laws of his organ-
ization in any other way he becomes his own

unisher and is the victim of his own aets,

hese may be called the violation of physi-
cal laws, ' Then there are moral and social
laws that govern and inflnence men; and so
far as they to be governed by certain
principles,it is expected, always and among
all people, that they will yield obedience
thereunto.
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of government for the guidance of their

- s aEd

accnr&iug to the freedom or despotism of | 1 have thought, sometimes, that we, as a

people, have more Tiberal principles ana
‘possess more freedom of thought and action,
understandingly, than any other people
that I know of upon the face of the whole
earth. Some people think otherwise; but
this 13 my opinion. It is not the opinion of
a moment nor formed withoutreflection;it is
theconclusion I have come toafter maturely
considering the subject the better part of
my life; and I think that. liberty eman-
ates from God; that God is liberal in His
feelings and desires, in Hisactions and con-
duct towards the human family; and that
Hg has enlightened us by the principles of
revelation, by deigning to communicate to
us intelligence pertaining to himself and
ourselves, the relationship we sustain to
Him and to each other, pertaining to the
earth we inhabit, pertaining to time and to

eternity. I think that he has given
us more comprehensive views of Him-
self, and of His own laws than to

any other people, and that is the reason
why Swe are more free, It is sometimes
cult, however, for men to realize the
position they occupy and the blessings they
are in possessionof, They feel a good deai
like Brother Needham expressed himself.
Said he *I did not know the amount of
blessings 1 was surrounded with while I
was here,until I mixed with other people;”
and I suppose that Adam did not know how
great the blessings werdywhich be possessed .
until he was tarned out of Eden. . There is
a doectrine expressed in the book of Meor-

upon some individuals; and sometimes | Srea

mons, which says it is = necess
that we should taste the bitter before we
can appreciate the sweet, it is necessary
that we partake of sorrow in order that we
may comprebend what joy is. No man is
able to appreciate the blessings of good
health until he has been aflicted with di-
sease, ' And somen may be in peossession
of the richest blessings that God is able to
bestow on the human family, or that they
are capable of receiving, and they be unap-
preciated because of the inability of those
possessing them to realize the contrast,

All men are liable to err and to depart
from correct prineciples; but where man-
kind, gen ¥, are involved in ignorance,
stiperstition and error they have very few
correct principles among them, pertaining
either to government, equity, religion,
morals or anything else,

God has been pleased, in the multitude
of His mereies, to enlighten our minds by
the spirit of revelation. He first eommu-
nicated unto His servant, Joseph Smith,
and through him, to the apostles, high
priests, seventies and elders, and through
them, to the variogs branches of the chureh
throughout the world, and these men and
this people, being enlightened by the spirit
of revelation flowing from God through the
medinm of the holy priesthood, are in pes-
session of more light, correcter prineiples,
more intelligent views of God and eternal
life than any other people; and while we
are all more or less influenced and affected
by the weaknesses, imperfections and fol-
lies of human nature, at the same time we
are underthe influence, guidanceand direc-
tion of the laws of t.rul:}:l, and God is trying
to exalt us and to implant within os the

rinciples of eternal truth, to teach us His
Pn.ws,tha: wemay comprehend th?ﬂﬂdnm
of God, and our relationship to Him; and
then He will expect us to honor our ealling
and being here upon the earth by yieldi
full and implicit obedience to His behests,
for it is now as formerly, ‘‘to obey is better
than sacrifice and to hearken than the fat
of rams,’”

In relation to the position that we cecupy
‘to-day, I ask who is there, anywhere upon
the face of the earth,that understands prinei-
ples as we understand them? Many of our
youth do not comprehend these things
fully, because they have not been mixed u
mt]{ them; but men who have, understan
them very distinetly and wherein is the
difference between the world and us, They
have a thousand ideas in relation to reli-
gion, government and other matters of
t importancey but, beyond their ideas
and notions they have very  little, there is
but a emall pertion of truth or correct prin-
ciple amongst them, judging by the prac-
tical workings of their system. So far as
their religious systems are concerned, th
have a great number of denominations a
their ml.[fiunus faith is very varied. Yet
they are all going to heaven,—oneis gnlﬁ
this way, another that, one has one fai
and onesystem of doctrines and ordinanges,
and another, another. They all, however,
say that they are inspired of God and that
He teaches them all.

It was something of this kind that led
Jo eph Smith to investigate and to inquire

of God concerning the truth of the ns

of the Christian world. In the part of the
country where he resided there was what

was termed a religious revival going on

among various denominations, and

the excitement had died away, there was a

squabble amengst them as to who should

have the converts. Joseph said *‘fhat is
not right, this disorder does not come from.
Gﬁd::ﬁmre is something wrong,” and be-
lieving in the statement of the amﬁﬁ
James, that if any lack wisdom hes

ask of God, he inquired of the Lord, and
the angel of the rd came to him and
showed him the

ition of things and teld
him they were tir::rnug. That muost have
been an astounding idea to’ think of —that
all the pious and holy, who were
trfip to do right, were wrong! The Lord
told ? oseph that He would teach him from
time to time, which Hedid, and by and by
He led him to the truth and revealed to him
the true order of God, and he and Oliver




