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iddingaiding having outcut off the rear portion
of the train this cut waswaa made to
keep the passengers from interfering
with the robbers in their work but the
mistake waswag made otof cutting off thebe
mail and extromexpress oarscars with the casseu
getger coaches so that the thieves balked
themselves by their blunder they
went through the baggage car secur-
ing very little of value from what the
passengers had therehere after doing
thingthis the robbers of whom there were
but two mounted horses and startedstar
into the mountains the engine waswaa
run back and the sheriff teira graphed
totto the passenger then continued
toward saltbait lake while a special train
with the sheriff and posse started out
from grand junction the robbers
might have made a good haulbaul if they
bad taken the whole train that is ii1
they had notdot met with resistance

DaNDENVER colo sept 11 A special
to the times from orandgrand junction
colorado sayssay e passenger train nomo
1 which left tillsthis city last night on the
riobio grande westernWee tern was held up at

this at the little
station of crevasse about 2823 miles
west of this city the jobob was a very
crude one and shows that the partiescarlies
engaged in it were novices at the budi
dees

when the train reached the station
nothing unusual was noticed about the

the train started off but
himibad only gone a shortabort distance when
the engineer discovered that the engine
hadbad run onanthethe sidingaiding and was pulling
only theithe mallmail and baggage earra the
great portion of the train having been
out afi at the station by the robbers
evidently they they hadbad de-
tached the express oarear from the train
but found that it was only a baggage
earcar when they discovered their ei-
rot they m ousted honesborses in waiting
and skipped furfor the mountains the
robbers of whom there were two were10

each about five leetfeet six inches tall and
wore black masks each had a

revolvers and a stick of giant
powder

bhend innes and posse started at
once on a special train for abe beene olof
abe attempted robbery As far asam

known thebe robbers secured nothing olof
value

ACOMA IN THE AIR

mostonboston transcripts

whereIs acomaAcu oia with a few
exceptions among the educated
travelled people one meetsmeef this lais the
first question baked thoroughly eoncoo
venant with the beautiesbeau antiquities
andadd wonders of the old world but un-
mindful that ioin our own fair country
waymay be seen today a city which asae a

sot of patient tolltoil is y
lowlen wonderfulwonder lul than the pyramids of
egypt and may be termed the eighth
wonder of the world

clift built storm swept acoma isie in
nownew mexico easily accessible by a
drive of sixteen mllesalles southeast iromfrom
laguna and this pueblo Isia within a
stostonesnels throw of the railroad atam after a sixty five mile ride west
fromf om albuquerque we reach the
pueblo of lagunaLiaguna andaad grasp our grip
for a abort tarry among the indianaindian
including a visit to acoma

our birok day is passed in ligans
an old spanish land grant patented by
the united states and containing

about of the tribe numbering in
all fromboiu 1800 to 1400 scattered about
in their communal homes thosethese
strange children of the desert are a
quiet peaceablepeape reableseeable selfeel sufficient people
who till the soil raise cattle and make
pottery while accepting the form of
religion professed by their spanish
conquerors they have not abandoned
their own and in their curious ol01 i

church without floor or beatt
may be seen on the side walls quaint
tantafantastic indian decorations much the
same as adornadora their pottery and
over the altar are pointedpainted the indian
emblems of worship suneun moonmoons stars
rainbow and lightning abey navehave a
government day school where a kind
selfseif sacrificing teacher labors to edu-
cate the children out of the dense cloud
of ignorance and superstition in which
their mindsminde have for ages been
swathed

their style of architecture is severely
plain and housesbouses with the exception
of the buildings about the large court
where the dances are holdheld are but
oueotie story high in some instances built
of adobe blocks of hnud mixed with
straw endand dried in the sun and in
others of stonealone covered with mud ce-
ment some of the latter having been
built in the age of stone axes as is18

shown in the irregular way thehe rigan
beamsbeame were chopped off the en

mirauce to toethe first story olof houses Isie
in soma caner indeed universal in
acoma by means otcrt a ladder sou
irom thence isin terraced up with steps
tjta the upper storiesorleast there tois nothing
to tell of the origin of this mysterious
people jorforor for ilow many centuries
they have been treading tuethe game nar-
row pathway toID the rock which in
some places laIs worn to adea do th of eight
inches all water used in the pueblo
tois brought bytheby the squatssquaws in four and
five gallon poised grace-
fully

e
upon the headbead from a spring

one distant while wawaiting1 ting
as they often must for water tot run
into the spring they amuse themselves
by climbing a steep foot trail in the
rock to the top of a high cliff upon
which are quantities of lavajava and
where wewas fought a battle between
spaniards and with pieces
orol over bare or
feet with one foot preceding the other
slideelide down ioin a well worn groove the
writer essayed the sportport but would not
care to be photographed ssas making the
descentdeacent

our genial hoitboat who left his home
near dayton 0 and began his lite
among the come twenty sigbe
y ears siide first ASaa teacherteaober later as
civil engineer and surveyor hashaa twice
nettledmarried from amongafung them hlahis first
wife having been an apache and the
present one a pueblo who has par-
tially adopted our stylesty leofof dress but
tillstill adheres to the daily bandabandagingglog otol

the lower limbslimbo which I1 am told inda
batee wealth and rauk the house-
maid is a pueblo and attired through
out in strict pueblo style outour
interesting historical chats by the
cheerfulchetriul warmth of the pinion etious
burning on end in the little old adobe
fireplace are among the memories
which will go with us to the purpling
of lifes

seven am the followfollowingang day we
tartstart with guide and team for aboms

our drive tois over the plainsplain where
the bonesbonea of numberless cattle lie

bleach lot through a
groathcrowth of stunted umbertimber beyond
wbwhichch ou everyeory handband time magnifireng
rocky constructions by naturebd great
architect assuming every imaginable
form tower domesdome gothic spitespires
and one train with large engine we
named acomeacoma past the an-
cient acoma which according to the
tradition of the stood upondupoin the
crest of the superb haunted mesamean
tomeome two and a half miles east of

present aboms and about boo feet
higher but one day while the entire
population except three women were
t work in10 the fields below itsita only

approach was swept away by a storm
leaving the three women to die of star

in sighteight of the homeless hucbuc
dieks of their people who for many
days surrounded the uneca lable cliff
with uplifted agonized faces the
ancient acoma balibah thus farfair remained
an cliff thought to be rich
with antiquities from the old ruins

thusthua bereft of their homes thosethese pa
tient wanderers push on to another
cliff and build the present acoma at
the gateway of which we halt in the
shadow of0 one of the towering mono
lithe that have been separated from the
parent mesa by erosion slightalight and
silently gaze up the almost vertical
sidesaides nearlyDearly feet to thetb most abor-
iginal city iluin existence standing
majestically upon the brow of the cliff
with many colored blanketsblau kela wrapped
gracefully about them outour
advent are some of the chiefschiefc and

their way over a precipitous
stairway in the rock and a trail over
saudsand banks which have drifted in to
depth of from twenty to sixty feet we
seebee their men and women going to and
from their dallydaily labors in the plains
below we make the recentascent over one
of the dizziestdizz iestleat paths human feet ever
trod and stand upon the summit of fta
table rook fully feet aboveabo the plain
which is feet above sea level

the streets are filled the houiehousetoptop
are coverer 1 for we being the second
party of white women who bad ever
visited them are as much of it curiosity
to thesetheme sons and daughters of the
desert as are they to us the en-
trance to thebe houses is effected by
ladders to the second story thenhen torter
raced up with steps to theme upper storator
leiies when the ladder tiin pulled up ghthe
latchstring tola considered withdrawn

we climb their laddersladder enter their
homer and seeaee them making broadbread
and potterypotter visit their silversmith
who inIB actively their
women being very foodfond or01 drefdrear
bright colors and sliversilver jewelry al-
ways preferring it to gold A hwfew
scattered starve looklookingug turkeysturkeyetyr
chickens swine and ducks roam about
at will and pappooai Jeaentirely
nude february I1 I1 savemove a small leather
bracelet supoj ane upon the
ground or swingowing in blankets to the
fatherfathersfa s back

the old city covering 1000 feet otof
thothe tonten acre area of the cliff with its
three streets ofdf quaintpaint terraced houses
of staygray adibiadib ttaits huge chuchurchrob with
walls sixty feetfeel high aud eight feet
thick having timbers forty feet long
and fourteen inches square which
must have cost the labor of generations
its graveyard said to have consumed
forty years lain making by reason of the
neamnecessitysity of carrying eaith asaa well ANaa
every particle of material used in oon


