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I mMAVE been very mu
in the remarks made by theseveral
speakers: who have addressed the
Conference.  And with the assist-
ance of your prayers “I ‘will try to
lay betore you afew prineiples that
may, perhaps, be ofrmutual benefit
tous all. | I might reada text, but
I will nnlfrsre{iﬂrtfrﬂm m;lfmy to a

assage of Scripture, and leave you
fﬁ hunt it up jv%f%rﬁilves_ The dis-
ciples ofid l'tatﬁg to him on one
accasion, m toteideh them
how to pray, as John had taught
his disciples. Said he, ‘‘when you

ray; say, Our Father which art in

eav ﬂ;‘hiituwml "be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be
doue uu__ﬂarfh as it is in heaven,”
ete. | : ‘

In hearing the remarks made by
some of our brethren in regard to the
subjecis that have been treated up-
on, my mind was led to reflect up-
oir certain principles edntained in
the Seriptares. . And in pondering
fhese things over in my own mind,
the passage or prayer which I have
alluded to oceurred to me, prompt-
ed, I presume, by éertain remarks
that have been wmade, which were
in - substance as - foldowsi  That
there were some  persons, (how
nfany/L 16 not know, pethaps very
foew) who'entertained the 1dea that,
as - Labtiwr-day Saints;-we had no-
thing =t all to dowith anythiog
pertaining ‘to political affairs. - The
Savior, a5 L[ have already mention-
ed; .taught his disciples to ‘pray,
“@ar Father,” ete., to approach
hinl as God,the Father of the spir-
itg.of .all flesh, and to ballow .and
rdvere-his name—~*‘hallowed be thy
nfihxe,” ‘The next principle _'EIE-
seulell -in the prayer is, S“Thy
kKingdom eome.”” - Whenever I read
agythitg, I tike to understand it if
possible, anid the question arose na-
turally in my miond, What can be
25*3' Saviot’s 'meaning ‘in_ those

ords?  ““Thy  kingdom come.”
Wihy, shall we pray that his king-
dom'>may ‘come? That his will
may be done on theearth, as it isio
heaven. And then towards the Jatter
part of the prayer, will be found an
answer. to those skeptically in-
clined people,” who think that
God ‘has ‘nothing to do with the
management of the affairs of the
human family, he.says, ‘“For thine
is the kingom, and the power, and
the glory, forever. Amen.”

These words are pregnant with
meaning; they are -full ol intelli-
gence, and they convey, to our
minds, principles of great import-
ance, associated with subjegts that
have been diseoursed upon in your
hearing. ‘We have, many of us
certain ide@s more or léss confused,
and more or léss distinet, according

to circumslances. -We ialk very
frequently, aod we & good
deal about what we ca Chureh

and-Kingdeom of God, about which
as I have saidywe have ideas more
or less distinCly as the casemay be,
And.I thinkcit is proper that we
should entertsin currect ideas in
relation to these matters, and have
an understanding of the poszition
wWe oceupy.

In regard to the church, our ideas
perhaps are not very much confased
or mixed. On this point, the ideas
of the Latter-day Saints; are, that
it was something. introduced by
revelation through Joseph Smith
the prophet; that the Church as it
was introduced” was Lhe same as
that which exist<d among the an-
cient Nephites on this eontinent,as
well as amorg the apestles and pro-
phets that lived on the Asiatic con-
tinent, at the time when Jesus was
upon the earth. Aald our idea is
that the organization that we have,
in which are set forth the wvarious
offices of the priesthood, is also giv-
en unto us by revelation. And, as
Latter-day Saints, we are agreed in
the belief that the world generally
is in darkness respecting religious
matters; that mankind generally
have departed from the principles
laid down by our Lord and Savier,
in his day, and taught by his disci-
ples, -We believe that the priest-
nood;among other things, has be:
come corrupted; and that men gen-
erally, so far a8 Wé bave knowledge,
are nu;.i ng without authority to pro-
claim the (Gospel or administer in
the ordinancgs thereof. Wae believe
that under these circamstances, it
was necegsary for God to again ¢om-

ch interested |

ideas, and those of all good Latter-

riesthood, and to show him how _
3 : day Baints, they are subject to the

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,

his will and carry out his pur
What next? Why, we have cer- il -

and must Jay aside their

to organize his church upon the
earth, And _hence the wvarious
revelations that have been givenon
this subject, and which are ver

clear and pointed pertaining to th

matter. And henceaposties were
chosen, of whom Joseph Smith and
Oliver Cowdery were the two first;
and afterwards there was a quorum.
of twelve apostles chosen and elect-

counsel of the authorities that are
over them. We =all understand
that principle; and we believe that
Ged i3 st the head, and that the
Priesthood ought to be prepared
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occupy, ought, in their several ca-

ed. Others holding the Holy Priest- | pacities, to be under the direction
hood, have been chosen to preside [ of the Priesthood over them. And
over the organized stake of Zion.|under such circumstances there

receive the word of God from him, | make; in fact, we have an organ-
and that the various quorums, in |ism
the various positions which they |the

tain other duties to attend to. We
have, for instance, a Legiclature to
organize, and men to vote for. We
have probate judges and county

dignity and condescend to mix up
with the foolish and wvain and
corrupt and fhe wicked, those that
are enemies to Gcd and who try

to | judges and our municipal officers to | to subvert the establishment of his

Kingdom, whose enly excuse can
which constitutes us a part of | be their consummatle ignorance?
'body politic of the pation, Con-| Have we left the nations of the
trary tolaw? No. Contrary to the |earth; bave we endured privations
Constitution of the nation? No,|and met with dfficalties; bave we
but in strict accordance therewith, | contended with opposition for the
Now, what has God gathered us to-| last forty or fifty years, now to
gether fo1? Bays he, “I will take |yield obedience to the power of

Then there were high priests, | could only be one Lord, one faith,
and seventies, and elders, all hav-
ing their geparate organization and
quorums. Patriarchs were also
chosen, as well as bishops, with a
presiding blshop and his two coun-
selors, to preside over them; and
there were also priests, teachersand
deacons chosen, and all these ofti-
cers, to fulfil the various duties
which you have heard explained to
you from time to time, and on
whiech, therefore, it is not necessary
for me now;to speak in detail. Then,
for the trying of small offences,
there were introduced bishops’
courts, the bishops themselves be-
ing called and denominated by the
Lord as common judges in Israel,
who, in connection with their coun-
selors, are called to sit upon and ad-
judicate such cases as may come be-
fore them. Then, there were the
high ' eouncils, whose members
were chosen frem the high priests’
quorum, who were set apart accord-
ing to the revelation given to regu-
late this matter, who were to hear
cases that might be appealed from
the bishep’s court. " Now all these
are in the church authorities, as I
understand it, and have to do with
the management of e¢hurch affairs,
and'as a whole, are, in' fact, what
may be called the church. And
furthermore, weé have thought, and
still think, that theseorganizations,
thus instituted, are patterns of like
organizations, as they exist in |
heaven, And we understand that
the priesthood is eternal, and thatl
a person holding it here upon the
earth, if faithful toit, will admin- [ God to begin with. In the first.
ister by wvirtue of the selfsame |place it is right that we should lis-

riesthood hereafter, and also un-|ten to the voice of our teacher.

er the same Kind of erganization;| What, should a sevenly or a high
for ‘it emanates from God, and |priest listen to the veice of their
hence it 18 of the greatest [MIpOIL- [CeacheIT Yes. SOOUld ao Aposticd
ance that we comprehend its tr.e| Yes. Whenever the teachers come
position, and ourrelationship there- | to my house, I am always glad to
unto, and that we reflect with a|see them. I say to them, Brethren,
| view of reaching an understanding [ come iny take seals. I then call my
among ourselves, as to how far we folks lDII_[Et.hEI’_ to hear ‘th_ﬂ- they
are fulfilling the duties and obliga- | have to say to us; and while they
gations devolving upon us. wait upon us,actiug in that capaci- |

There ‘are one or two things I |ty, it is their duty to teacb, and |
would speak of in connection with |ours to listen.
this, namely, the duties of some |to me in.the character of an Apos-
portions of the Priesthood. I |tle; hecomes (0 me as a teacher,
would refer more especially to the |and I listen to him as a teacher,
seventies, embracing also with |and should I in turn talk to him,he
them the high priests and elders. It | would listen to me as an Apostle.
is especially the duty
ties to go forth, under the direction vho
of the Twelve, to all nations, and | the principle may be continued.
to prepare themselves for this work. | And does the president of the
For when they were ordained and |teachers need counsel? Yes. To
set apart to this priesthood, they | whom does he go to get il? To his
took upon themselves this responsi- bishop. And does his bishop need
bility, te go into all the world, and |counsel? Yes. And from whom
preach the Gospel to every creature, | does he obtain it? From the Presi-
as the Liord has made it known un- | dent of the Stake. Apnd to whom
te us threugh the prophet Joseph. [ does he seek for counsel? From the
What, with power, even to the for- | Twelve. And do the Twelve need
giveness of sins? Yes, with power | counsel?i - Yes. From what source |
to baptize believers in Christ for |do they get i\? They get it from
the remission of their sins, and then | the Lord, through his ministering
lay their hands upon their heads, IﬂgEDEiEB. And thus communica-
saying unto them, ‘““Receive ye the | tion is opened up from ove to the
Holy Ghost.” And as God lives, |other, untll it reaches the uttermost
and you are faithful, whenever you | extent of Zion and all her stakes. *
go forth and men comply with the | And when we get into the celestial
conditions and requirements of the | kingdom, if it should be our good
Gospel, God will baeck you up in|fortune to be thus privileged, we
your ministry, falfilling to the en-| will then and there find our proper
tire satisfaction of the honest in|pesition, There will be no disor-
heart the promises that you, as his | der, nothing will be found eut of
servants, make unto them. And I |place. And then, supposing the
would remaik, that it is not eon- | bishops listen to the Twelve, and
sistent with the calling of a Seven- | the seventirs iisten to the Twelve,
ty for a man to sit down all the |and the high priests listen to the|
time as though bhe has mnothing to

-

and above all and through al), op-
erating through the head to the
various asseciations of the Church
of God, and then each for himself
operating before God in the dignity
of his calling, and in the power of
his priesthood, to receive irom God
that light and that knowledge
which is necessary for him to have
to ‘enable bim to magnify his call-
ing and_priesthood; so that among
the thousands of Israel there might
be many channels of communica-
tion open to God our Heavenly
Father—our hope “baving entered
| within the veil where Christ our
forerunner has gone”—and all oper-
ating by the same fpirit, will all be
subject to the rame law, and all un-
der the government of the same

s

|
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confu=ion, but order, which order
should enter into all the churches of
the Saints, It is not for every in-
dividual to take his own course, but
it is for every one to sustain him,
whoever he may be, who presides’
over him, by his faith and prayers,
being directed by his presiding offi-
cer, and if need be, seek together
for the mind and will of God, and
then trace it from one to another
until we get to the Lord. Thatis
the way I uuderstand these things,
We do net expect, for instance,
that every individual member will
take-his own way and follow his
own oourse. That is not the order
of the church and kingdom of (God;
it is not the order of the Church of

1

|

those who preside over him, and so

Twelve, and the elders listen to the

do. For God bas given unto us a|Twelve, and Lhe priests, teachers
mission, and he will require at our |and deacous listen to their proper
hands the blood of the nations of |authorities, and all listening to
the earth, unless we fulfil our mis- | their constituted autherities, how
sions and prepare ourselves to go |far would it be from the will of :{}nd
forth as his servants, carrying to all | being done upon the earth? *““Thy
peoples the message of glad tidings | kingdom c¢ome. T'hy will be done
intrusted to us. And then it is ex- |on earth, as it is in heaven.”

pected of the Eldersalso that when { However, I have been speaking
they shall be called upon to per-|more particularly of lhﬂ Church of
orm missions that they will be pre- | God, which is necessarily compcsed
pared to go fortb; for they are or- [ of people. Can you make a church
dained to the MEIEhiEEdEU priest- | without people? 1 would like to see
hood, and so are the high priests,|you try.  You may gel up some
who also ought to hold themselves |spiritual concern, and that’s-all
in readiness at all times to be under | We were told to go forth to all the
the direction of the Priesthood in {world and preach the Gospel to
carrying the Gospel of life and sal- |every creature, and we went foerth.
vation to a fallen and coriupt gene- | And we were told to gather the
ration. people together to Zion, and to-day

one baptism, one God, who is in all | you, one of a city, and two of a

spirit, for God is not the author of |p

But he eannot come |) _
| rights of man or the rights of God?

| kind of government we require in

of the Seven-| He listens to his bishop, and to|ment that will stand the lest when

darkness? ] tell you nay! In the
name of Israel’s God we never will,
and let all Israel say amen. [The
congregation said Amen.] We will
hba true to ourselves and be true to
God; we will be true to ourreligion,
and true to the principles of right-
€ousness, <

The work we are engaged in, the
(Gods are engaged in, and the holy
Priesthood that has existed in gen-
erations past, is engaged in and
they are lcoking and gezing upon
us to-day, and they expect us to
perform our part in the programme,
in sending the gospel to every na-
tion and tongue under heaven, and
in the building of temples for the
_ salvation of the living and the re-
ture whicb, in speaking of their|démption of the dead, and in the
rulers, says, ‘‘It iz written in the |building up of Zion and usbering
rophets, And they shall be all |in the kingdom of .God upom the
taught of God.” Did you ever read |earth, that his will may be doue
of such a thing in Lhe Bible2. Af |upon the earth as it is in heaven.
you have net, go and search forit. |[Se e¢ertain men amoug us think
They shall be taught of God.. Jesus | that apostles had better not hold
said, “I'hy kingdom come.”” Wh)? |any public ¢ffice, do they? Let me
That “Thy will may be done on the |read a little out of -the Bible, that
earth as it is dene in heaven/’ |Jesus spoke some time 2go, to his
Whose kingdom . is this? God’s. [desciples, “Ye alszo sbhall &it upon
Who will stand at tbe bead and |twelve thrones, judging the twelve
dictate? The Liord. *Thy wiil be | tribes of Israel.”” And the Twelve
done on earth as it ls in heaven.”” A |among the Nephileg as well 8
question arises, will the devil, have [the p:;esent Twelve e judges
any rule there? I think not, Will |both 'in time aud eternity. Here
the Lord need the assistance of the {it, ye Latter day Saints, and get
ungodly, the wicked and corrup\? | arpund it if, you can. And yet
[ think not., | | they toust not sit on scme of your
- There was a . class of meb, calledd peltty atlairs and judge ol mauters
“soreheads,” referted to by one of | of which yun sre so much wiser?
the epeakers. When I beard them | You are so aimighty big here, aint
described, I thought they must be |you? I do not thick there are
a little empty-headed. | wonderif | many that thivkeo; and those who
such people think that the Lord|do think so, it is because of igner-
wauls the devil or any of his imps | anee and want of sericus reflectior,
to help him build up the dom [ We have a great work to perform,
of Lo apoua cae €AIN; or whether | We are not here to sing
we ehall need apny of Lheir particu- Lillaby b X ¢
lar_assistance? We (alk sbout |l the wond biocs: he oradle will focks

building up the kingdom of God, \ (o yavce something else to do; and

and about law and government ana Al

a great many thiugE; but what do |the apostles have something else to
we understand about true govern- |49, and the seventies bave some-
ment unless. God s our teache:? | hingelse to do,and the high priests

bow much do we comprehend of|Rave something else to do, and all
justice and rightﬁuuqiufsa, of the|men holding the priesthood cught
to-day, tobe feeling after God and

making themsgelves acquainted with
him, and draw down his blessings
and his wisdom and his intelligence
upon them, that they may compre-
hend correct principles, and be ep-
abled to act in their reveral callings
and parts in the day, the terrible
day that is very near approach-
ing. 1t will pred something be-
sides the wisdom of man to man-
age these aflairs. The day is not
t when these throbes,
now beginning to trem-

family, and I will bring you to

ZIﬂ}Lg‘l And what then? 'dflnd'tl
w ve you Enatora according to
mine heart, which shell feed Efl}u
with knowledge and understand-
ing.” And I read that a certain
time will come, when the lJaw shall
go forth from Zion, and the word of
the Lerd from Jerusalem. And
the elders have preached it over
and over again, and you hardly
knew what you were preaching
about when you were declaring
such things. But nevertheless, it is
true; yes, as true as God lives, the
law will yet go forth from Zion, and
the word of the Lord from'Jerusa-
lem. AndI read of another gerip-

How much do we know about the

the coming struggle, when all na-
tions will be convul:sed, the govern-

trouble and famine and desolation
shall stalk over the earth? Who is
there to guide the ship? Apart f1om
God, who ia there to point out the
course, guarding agaiust theshoals,
the quicksands and rocks which :
will thr?ea'ii‘e; the dels,lruclililu of lh];a L‘Eit‘ﬁ“;?:
nations e people of the eart g

the present time in regard to these | 0WaDy of these empires will be dis-
matl:)um_ They have just escaped solved, and when the power of God

a most terrible calamity in the|Will be manifested among the
eastern world, wherein millions of | Dations of the earth, when devasts-
people seemed as though they were | tion and war and bloodshed and
going to fly at one another like £o pestilence and famine will prevail
many hyenas and tear each other’s | 81N0ODE the natious, and cur own
throats. The siruggle is deferred for | Dation is not very far from it. God
a time, but it has yetto come, and [ €Xpects us to wake up, that we
amidst such a siate of things how | may be prepared for the calamity
can we manage and direct our afl- when it comes; We muat be alive
fairs 8o &s to escape these dreadful|snd energetic and full® of wisdom
results? We cannot unless God be | and inteligence, and fully organ-
with us, and unless he dictates. ized,thatourizmpsimay be trimmed
Talk abeut men holding the hely |2nd ¢il be in our vessels, that the
priesthood affiliating with the wick= | 8pirit of God may flow from us and
ed and corrupt, and pletting with spread in every direction; that Zion
the ungodly Losubvert the iulerests | may begin to arise and sbine.

of Zion and to introduce anarchy,| Ib regard to our temporal thinge,
confusion,and division in our midst; | many are acling as though, they
such men are not the fiiends of [are trying to see how little they. can
God nor of his people while profess- |do and get into the Kingdom of
ing toobey him and to honor the |God. If they try mueh at that,
priesthood, they are stealthily seek- | they will miss it altogether if they
ing to destroy and uproot the pringi- | do not mind. Whereas, all ought
ples thiey profess to uphold, and in | to be enguiring, Whatean 1 do te
their own tolly,vanity, presumption | build up the Kingdom of God? To
and wickedness they seek to igoore | begin with, be one in your temporal
God and his Priesthood sand the|sffairs and one in your spiritual
laws of life, by introducing the|things; and I tell you in the name
powers of darkness to subvert the |of Israel’s God you will never get
designs of God; any man that|around that. You may dig around
tampers with this kiud of folly, if |it as much as you please, but you
he dees not repent, will go to hell | will never get around it, you will
speedily. “‘God is not mccked; for | have to get through it, if‘"e'&'t&r you
whalsoever a man sowetb, that|build up the Zion of God on the
shall he also reap. For he that|earth. Ii is not for you to take
soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh | your ideas, or it is not for you, as
reap corruption; but he that sowelh | they say in the church of England
to the epirit shall of the spirit reap |service, to follow the devices and

Now, then, we come to another|we find a people numbering 150,000,

ubject,and that is, the kingdom ef | or upwards, from mgny nations, in- | must not rule,

life everlasting.’” The Priesthood | desires of your own hearts; but it is
eb? God’s messen- |for ypu to learn the will' of God,

-



