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- DISCOURSE
By Elder ORSON PRATT, deliv-
ered in the Fourleenth Ward
School-house, Salt Lake City,

Sunday evening, Jan. 19, 1873.

"REPORTED BY D. W. EVANS,

I po not know when I was more
edified and instructed than [ was
this afternoon in listening to the
discourse of Elder Hyde. Accord-
ing to my judgment it was certain-
ly caleulated in its nature to edify
and instruet every person who lis-
tened to it with attention. It was
delivered in eloquent language, was
plain and simple, poin and defi- |
nite, and, if obeyed, was calculated
to do to all.

The Lord has appointed a variety
of gifts in his kingdom, some hav-
ing one and some another, and es-
peuia]ly in the Quorum of the
I'welve, of which Brother Hyde is
the president, there is a great vari-
ety of gifts and talents, and it gives
me great pleasure to listen tothem,
and it would be with great satisfac-
tion that I would listen more than
[ do. But I am frequently called
upon to address the people when I
would prefer to listen to others.

What subject I may present be-
fore you to-night I do not know.
Sometimes a subject will open to
my mind while I am listening to
the singers, and sometimes I rise
without having the first thing be-
fore my mind to speak to the peo-
ple, and I trust in God to give me
what is needful at the very mo-
ment. This is the case with me
thisevening, and I do humbly pray
to my Father in heaven, in the
name of his beloved Son, that he
will grant unto me the Spirit to dis-
cern what to say and what would
be most adapted to the wants of
those who are Ju'eﬁent. There is
such a vast field of light and truth
which God has revealed in different
ages of the world, and more espe-
cially in our times, that the great
difficulty with the servant of God,
I have often’ thought, is to distin-
guish and discern what portion of
the great variety would be most
pleasing in the sight of the Lord to
lay before the people.

There are a great many peculiar-
ities in our religion, but the gener-
ality of the Latter-day Saints
are well acquainted with them.
Nometimes strangers attend our
meetings who would be glad to
have usdwell upon eertain su {mta,
which they think would greatly in-
terest them. We are willing to do
&0, but still we study to have the
Spirit to edify all, whether they be
in the church, or whether t.hey be
strangers who are here on a visit.

~Among the uliarities which
GGod has revealed directly to the
Latter-day Saints may be mention-
ed the+arious degrees of happiness
and glory which exist in the eternal

w&rlg also the. various degrees of |
puniﬂilment upon the ifferent |
classes of individuals. Formerly,
before we became ILatter-day
Baints, we were instructe our
fathers and mothers, and Hhy the
ministers whom we heard, that
there were but two places in the
eternal  worlds, one or the other of
which was intended for all the hu-
man family; that all that happened
to miss heaven would be sent to the
- other place, which they called hell.
This subject was dwelt upon very
lengthily and very interestingly by
Brother Hyde this afternoon, and
during his remarks he told about
the different mansions that God had
in rezerve for all the human family

some of which are glorious, and
others intended as places of punish-
ment. These things were dwelt
upon very fully by Brother Hyde,
in some respects, but therewere
some items conneeted with them
that were not fully investigated
and laid before the people.

The way that weobtained a more
perfect knowledge eof the future
condition of the children of men
was by revelation; indeed all the,
knowledge that ever mankind did
obtain in relatih to this matter|
was by revelation. We read in
Paul’s first epistle to the Corin-
thians something about the differ-
ent glories connected. with the res-
urrection of the dead. We are told
in the reasoning of Paul that when
people come forth from the dead,
some will inherit one glory and
some another; and these glories are
typified by the wvarious creations
which the Lord had made. Paul
says, ““there is one glory of the sun,
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‘another glory of the moon, and an- | sin, he sheds innoceut blood after of having their sins blotted out
other glory of the stars, and that as  having the light of the Holy Ghost;  when Jesus should be sent from the

one star differs fiom another atar in
glory, €0 also is the resurrection of |
the dead.” - | I

i

| the same dungeon with the mur-

'and shed innocent blood, cannot be

We are also told in the
that there is a great variety Yuu-
ishments as well as glories, these
punishments differing in nature ac-
cording to the works of the children
of men. For instance we read of
some personswho are to be punished
for sins they have committed with-
out any chaneeof forgivenesseither
in this world or in the world to
come. This plainly indicates to us
that certain classes of =ins can not
be forgiven in that world, while
other classes of sins may be for-
given on certain conditions. He
that sins against the Holy Ghost,
we are told, shall not receive for-

iveness. Men can sin against

the Father, and if they repent
in this world, they may be for-
given; if they sin against Jesus his
Son, and repent and work the
works of righteousness, these sins
may be blotted out; but if the{ sin
against the Holy Ghost after hav-
ing received the same and been
baptized by him, there is no for-
giveness for that sin, neither in
this world nor in the world to
come.

Now if there is to be a variety of
punishments as well as a variety of
glories, there must be a variety of
Flama of punishment. It would
ook inconsistent to us, even
here in this life, to see a person
guilty of but a small erime against
the 1yws of our country thrust into

Sﬂl'i&})til res

derer. It would be unjust, for in-
stance, according to our notions,for
a person who has committed but a
trifling offence against the law to be
thrust into the darkest and deepest
dungeon alonge with him who has
shed innocent Dlood. We havesuf-
ficient justice in our own bosoms to
classify these ‘individuals and to
point out to each the apartment in
which he isto dwell. 1s the l.ord
less just than man? 1Ishe not filled
with the great principles of justice
far beyond that which any man
ever did receive? From him have
emanated all our ideas of justice,
consequently we cannot look upon
him as a being who would econsign
the poor heathen who died without
a knowledge of the law, and others
who have led moral lives but who
have not obeyed the gospel of the
S n of God, to the same punishment
as the murderer and him who sheds
nnocent blood. We should regard
it as unjust if all these classes were
to be thrast into one place, there to
welter under the the same condi-
tions of punishment throughout the
endless ages of eternity without any
hope of redemption. I could not
look upon this as just, and I pre-
sume that no other reflecting being
could, especially if he was acquain-
ted with the Seriptures.  Jesus, in
speaking upon this subject, says,
“He that knows his maste_ljs will
and does it not shall be beaten with
many atriﬂm;” while he who is ig-
norant of his master’s will and does
things that are worthy of stripes,
shall be beaten with few. 1 have
not quoted the saying of Jesus.word |
for word, but I have givén you the
sentiment; the 1.8kd, therefore, in
Judging man, judges not by the act
in all cases, but according to the
undemtanding and knowledge of
the individual who performs that
act. If two persons were each to
commit a murder—shed innocent
blood—and one had a full knowl-
edge of the revealed law of God,and
the other was in entire ignorance of
it, there would be a distinetion in
judging these two eharacters. We
would say at once that he who had
sinned inst knowledge should
receive a vier punishment than
he who had not this knowledge.
Suppose that Saints, who have
not only heard the law of God, but
have embraced the gospel of the
Son of God, have been renewed in
their minds by the power of the
Holy Ghost and have tasted the
good word of God and the powersof
the world to come, should be so far
overcome as to shed innocent blood,
would there be any forgiveness for
them? Notatall. Woulditbeour
duty, if such a person were judged,
and condemned by the laws of our
country to be hanged by the neck
until dead, to visit him and pray
that God would forgive his sins?

| Christ, to be baptized

‘then®unless they repent while here

No, we would be sinning against

God in doing so. Why? Beeause
God has revealed to us that persons
who have thislight and knowled |

forgiven in this world norin the '
world to come, and we should not
ask him to do that which he has de-
creed that he will not do. Such a
person commits the unpardonable |

o is not |

knowing that in so doin
the Fath- |

only sinning against Go

the convictions of the {-Iu] y Ghost.

Supposing, again, that persons
outside of this church, that have
heard the gospel of the Son of God, |
but have refused to obey it, should
murder, they sin against great light
and knowledge, but not against the
Holy Ghost. Here is thediflerence
between the two classes of murder-
ers; the Latter-day BSaint would
never be forgiven, but he would be-
come a son of perdition.

Now let me bring up some in-
stances from Seripture in regard to

these different elasses of individuals | |

and the light and knowledge which |
they had. Some may be forgiven,
HE f have already stated, in the
world to eome. Let me refer you to
a certain class that are named in
the Scriptures that will be forgiven |
on certain conditions. You recol-
lect that the Apostle Peter, having
gathered around him a large con-
gregation of Jews, the murderers of

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, | |

who had shed innocent blood, de-
livered to them a discourse, but it
was a very different one to that
which he preached to the mixed
multitude who had gathered from
the different naticus on the Day of
Pentecost. When he preached to
the latter he said, ‘““Repent, every
one of you, and be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ, for the remis-
sion of your sing, and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost, for the promise is unto
you and your children, and
unto all that are afar oil, even
to ax many as the Lord our God
shall call.” That was a true gospel
sermon, preached to individuals
that were not guilty of mur-|
der. They were all required
to repent, Dbelieve in Jesus
in wat- |
er for the remission of sins, and
they and all who were afar off, who
would reccive the gospel, were
promised the forgiveness of sins
and the gift of the Holy Ghost.
But come to the other sermon to
which I have referred, the one
preached to the wicked and eor-
rupt Jews who crucified Jesus.
Peter said, we wot not but what
yvou have done it through your ig-
norance; in other words, i*uu have
not received the Holy Ghost, and
because you have not had the
Spirit of the lord resting upon
you, you have shed the blood of the
Innocent One, you have murdered
the Son of G« ui, the Messiah; but
you have done it through ignorance.
Now the question is; was there any
hope for them? Could they have
their sins forgiven in this life? No,’
Peter, after first telling them that
they had shed the blood of the
Just One in their ignorance, then
tells them how and when they
may obtain forgiveness. I will re-

at the words: “Repent ye, there-
ore, and be converted”—no bap-
tism here—“repent’ ye, therefore,
and be converted that vour sins
may be blotted out, when he shall
send Jesus Christ, which before was
reached unto you, whom the
eavens must receive until the
times of the restitution of all things
spoken of by the mouth of all the
holy }wm hets since the world be-
gan.’ e did not tell them to be

Let mebring up another ins ance.
There was a man in ancient times,
named David, and because he was
a man after God’s own heart, the
Lord chose him to be king over
Israel. The Lord also greatly bless-
ed this man, and poured out rich-
ly upon him the spirit of prophec
and revelation, and many of his
psalms, which we now sing with
so much pleasure in our meetin
contain prophecies relating to the
most remote generations of the hu-
man family. This man was a pro-
yhet and  revelator, he was filled
with the Holy Ghost and spoke as
he was moved upon by that Spirit.
God Joved him, and said that he
was a man after his own heart. God
also blessed him, while but a ruddy
yvouth, fleeing from cave to cave,and
and from mountain to mountain to
escape from the persecutions of Saul,
who sought to take his life, with
eight wives. This was before he was
laced upon the throne. But after
Saul . had been cut off and David
had been elevated to the throne of
Isiael, the Lord also gave him
all the wives of Saul his master,
No says Nathan the prophet, and

What had he done to need reproof?
Why he had taken his neighbor’s
wife, a person he had no claim
upon, and he not only committed
adultery by thus taking the wife of
another, but by his order her law-
ful husband was placed in front of
the battle that he might be destroy-
ed, and he was destroyed, hence,
though he himself did not thrust a |
dagger to his heart, he became a
murderer in the sight of heaven by
having this man placed where his
blood would be shed. After all his
goodness, and after all the light
and knowledge which God had
given to this man, he committed
these two great crimes. Nathan
the prophet was sent to reprove
him for them, and he didso b

means of a parable. He told David,

had but one ewe lamb, and his rich
neighbor, close by,had a great flock,
and there came along a stranger,
and the rich man went to this poor
man’s fold and took the only sheep
he had and dressed it in order to
make a sumptuous feast for the
stranger. This kindled David’s
wrath, for though he had trans-
gressed, the principle of justice was
not extinet in his bosom, and he
said, “He who hath done this thing
shall surely die.” Nathan said,
“Thou art the man.” God hath
given to theea great number of
wives, among the rest all the wives
of thy master Saul.  All this great
floek of sheep, as it were, has been
given unto you from the Liord, yet
you have gone and taken the only
one that a poor man had, and com-
mitted adultery with her, therefore
said the Lord, I will punish wvou.
With what kind of punishment was
this man punished? Among them
was that of suflering in the eternal
worlds. How long?
exactly, but a good many centuries,
a thousand years at least: this man,
once rig]'hlt-ﬂus, now wicked, had to
suffer the penalty of that erime.
Did he repent? He did. Did
he ery unto the Lord? He did.

baptized for the remission of their
sins. ‘Whﬁ'ﬁ'-Beﬂauae he understood
too well the nature of their sin to
tell them to be baptized for the re-
mission thereof. He knew they
had lost that privilege in this world,
because they had shed the blood of

Was he sorely troubled? He was,
and he was perhaps as repentant
as any one could be; but
the decree had gone forth, and
henee that man had to endure the
penalty of his ¢erime, Peter, when
referring to thissubjeect on the day of

the Holy and Just One. He said to

them, It you will repent now, you
murderers, you who have Killed
Jesus, the Just and Holy One, there
is one-hope that even yoursins may |
be blotted -out. Not in this life, not 'I
by “baptism fcr the remission of |
sins, but when the time of mfmsh-1
ing shall come from the presence of |
the T.ord and he shall send Jesus |

eChrist, whom the heavens will re-|

ceive until then, and not even

in this life. This must have been
sorrowful news to those to whom it
was communicated, if they believ-
ed it. -
“Repent and be converted.” Nos
tice now what thissentence means.
The word ““converted” has been
construed to be born of God.” or to
beeome a nhew creature; but the
true meaning of the word is to re-
form our lives, converted from ddo-
ing that which is evil to do that
which is good, turning from sin

and transgression to that which is |
righteous before God. |If those
Jews would repent and turn or he
converted from their sins to do that
which was right they had a hope

presence of the Father in the times
of restitution; but until then they

er and against his Son, but agaiunst { must remain in torment, suflering |

for their sins.

of | Lt seems thatafter all,though

| Tigh
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Pentecost.as recorded in the second
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles,
quotes from the Psalms of David,
and sayvs, “Thou hast not left my
soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer
thine Holy One to see corruption.”™
vid’s
repentance could not wipe away
his sin, vet he had a hope, and he
looked forward to the time when he
would be liberated from heH; when
that time arrived he would come
forth and receive some Kkind of a
lory, how much I do not know,
or it is not revealed; but suffice it
to say, he sinned against great
t and knowledge and because of
his sin he fell from a very high
position. That he had received
many of the principles that are now
understood by the Latter-day Saints
under the new and everlasting
covenant, I doubt; for if he bad he
never could have been redeemed,
he never could have said, **Thou
wilt redeem my soul from hell,”

Lt us refer to some other instan-
ces.  There were the Lamanites, a
people who, according to the Book
of Mormon, had dwindled in ignor-
ance on this American continent
before Christ came. They had

he was sent to reprove David. |

the king, that a certain poor man | aga

I can not say |

{ than our sun

sunk in the depths of ignorance,
They had lost the knowledge of the
Erhmiplea of salvation, and they
ad becomea very ignnmnt;wick ’
idolatrous people. The Nephites,
an enlighte nation which dwelt
on this continent at the same time,
sent missionaries to the Lamanites
to convert them, if possible from
their sins. They went amongst
them and had much success, bring-
ing a great many thousandsof them
to a knowledge of the truth. This
nation had been taught, in their
ignorance and wickedness, that
there was no barm in murdering
the Nephites,and they had murder-
them while in ignorance of the
law of God; but when the gospel
was laid before them could they
obtain forgiveness for these mur-
ders? On certain conditions and
one of them was that they would
lay down their weapons of war, and
they did so, burying them deep
in the earth as a testimony before
GGod that they would no more shed
i mmocent blood; and through their
ﬁmt sorrow and repentance the
rd had compassion upon them
and he forgave in this life the sins
they had committed in ignorance.
That showed that murderers, under
certain conditions,eould be forgiven
here; but there are other classes of
murderers forywhose forgiveness in
this life it would be very wrong to
pray, even if they never had receiv-
ed the Holy Ghost—I mean those
who have read and understood the
revealed law. To pray for present
forgiveness would be contrary to
the mind and will of God, and
hence it would be sinning against
him. I believe I have said cient
to show the principle upon which
the Lord acts in punishing the sins
of the children of men. Now let
me say a few words in relation to
their coming forth and redemp-
tion.

I will here ask, will many of these
individuals who bhave sinned
inst God come forth and inberit
that high degree of exaltation in
the celestial world? This is a great
question. Can they inherit the
same glory that will be enjoyed by
the Saints who have lived in differ-
ent afea of the world and endured
faithful to the end? Can they re-
ceive that full exaltation and shine
forth in the Kingdom of God? No.
Why not? Because they are not
prepared for it. I do not say but
what they maﬁ in some future age,
according to the purposes of God,
be led along from one step to an-
other, until, finally, some of them
attain to celestial glory. We Lat-
ter-day Saints believe that when
the Lord comes he will redeem the
heathen natiouns, not into his {:rm-
ence, into celestial glory, but they
will come forth from their graves;
not with celestial bodies and pre-
pared to wear a celestial erown, to
shine forth as the sun in the King-
dom of their Father. Noj such a
glory they eannot have, but they
will have a glory adapted to the
light and knowledge which they
have had. and that glory is typi-
fied by the moon. “There is one
glory of the sun, another glory of
the moon, and another glory of the_
stars, and as one star diflfereth from
another star in glory, so also in the
resurrection of the dead.” Now,
there is quite a diflerence among
these celestial bodies that shine in
the firmament. The sun is far
more glorious than the moon, so
much so that astronomers tell us
it would take several hundred
thousand full moons to make a
light equal to the light of the sun;
in other words if all our visible fir-
mament from the horizon , was just
one Flam of moons, all this would
not be equal to the light of the sun,
consequently you can form an idea
of the difference between the (glu‘ii,;

t

of the sun and the glory
moon.

in, when we look upon those
twinkling stars in the firmament of
heaven, we see some shining with
a much greater brilliancy than oth-
ers, and they are divided into clas-
ses by astronomers, and ranked ac-
cﬂrdfng to their magnitude, or ac-
cording to the intensity of the light
they shed forth upon our world,
not according to the real nature of
the stars, because they are too far
off for us to judge of that, only we
know that they are suns, the cen-
tres of syste and that they shine
by their own radiance; and if we
were as near to them as we are to
our sun, many of them would be
far more resplendent in i:lnr_v
and would shed forth mor® light
oes. But the Apos-
tle Paul in speaking on this subject
had reference  to the gloiy of the

L]

dwelt here for centuries, and before
the coming of our Savior they wete

stars as the nfpear to us, and to
the amount of light which they

seen) to send forth, .



