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charactér 'suicient to “be elected to
positions, requiring them to take the
oath,to support the reconstruction acts
and admitt *
entertaining precisely the same views,
but of less standing in their commu-

nities. . It may be said the former vio-

lated an oath while the latter did not.
The latter did not “have it in their
power.to do -so,  If they had taken
this oath it cannot be doubted they
would have broken it as did the for-
mer classes.  If there are any great
criminals, distinguished above all others
for the part they took in op

- judgment of congress ' be
- from such  an amnesty.
" jeet 1is - submitted

the Southern States is certainly
such as all true, patriotic citizens
‘would like ‘to see. Social ostracism
for opinion's sake, personal violence or
threats towards persons entertaining
political views opposed to those ‘enter-
tained by the majority of the.eitizens
. prever imrgixntiun.ﬁnd the flow of
much needed capital into the States
lately"in rebellion. * It will be a h‘prﬁ

_condition of the country when the o
citizens of thesé States will take an in-
terest in public affairs,  promulgate
ideas honestly entertained, vote for
men representing their views, and per-
mit the same freedom of expression
and ballot in those entertaining differ-

ent political opinions.

The District of Columbia.

Under the provisions of the aet of
congress approved - February 2Ist,
1871, "a Territorial government was
organized in the Distriot of Columbia,
Its results have thus far fully realized
the expectations of its advocates,
Under tge direction of the Territorial
.officers_a system of improvements has
been inaugurated by means of which
Washington is rapidly becoming a city
worthy of the nation’s capitol The
citizens of the district having volun-
tarily taxed themselves a large amorint
for the purpose of contribpting to the
advancement of the seat of govern-
ment, I recommend liberal appropri-
ations on the part of congress,in order
that the government may bear its just
share of the cxpense of carrying out
the various systems of improvements.

Government Bulldings in Chicagy.

By the great fire. in Chicago the
most important of the government
buildings in that cily were consumed
Those burned had already become in-
adequate to the wants of the govern-
ment in that growing city, and looking
to the near future, were totally inade-
quate. I recommend therefore that
an appropriation be made immediately
to purchase ~the remainder of the
square en which the burned buildings
stood, provided it can be purchasedat a
fair valnation and provided the legisla-
ture of Illinois will passa law author-
izing its purchase for government pur-
poses, and also an appropriation of as
much money as can be properly ex-
pended towards the erection of a
government building during this fiscal
year. . | '

Impositions Upon Emigrants.

1‘;‘

The numbers of emigrants ignorant of

our laws, habits and customs comimg
into our country have become so great,
and the impositions practised upon
them so numerous and flagrant, that I
suggest congressional action for their

‘protection. It seems to me a fair sub-
ject for legislation by ‘congress. I can-
not now state as fully as.1 desire, the

nature of the complaints made by emi-
grants of the treatment received, but
will endeavor to do so during the
session of congress, particularly if the
subject should receive your attention.

The Character of Public Officials.

It has been the aim of the adminis-
tration to enforce honesty and effi-
ciency in all public servants. Eve:z
one who has violated the trust place
in him has been proceeded against
with all the vigor of law. Jf bad men

have secured places it has been the

fault of the system established by law
and custom for making appointments
or the fault of those who recommend
for government positions persons not
sufficiently well known to them per-
sonally, or who give letters endorsing
the oharacter of an office seeker with-
out a lKrt:q:uer sense of the grave re-
sponsibility which such a course de-
volves upon them.

g the eligibility of ‘those
| - morally responsible for

k' In opposition to
the government, théy might in the,

for your .care-
ful consideration. The condition of
! nat_ v

.m1 T . ; . . ' | -
% 8 fi_l_l'cl%il;mﬂim ‘reform whigh , :
correct this abuse is much desired. |

ile- 'tﬂth&' - '
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to a friend to enable him to. obtain
credit for a stranger, is regarded as

1 th i ! E g I.
of his friend and his ability to meet
his- obligations. A formntﬂ‘ ty which
would enforece this' principle against
all -endorsers of - persons for publie
trust would insure greater caution in
making recommendations, A salutary
lesson has been taught the careless
and dishonest servants in ‘the ‘great

|, number of prosecutions .and convie- *

tions during the-last two fdﬂm“ 1
‘am glad to notice the favorable chan
whmwlsinsi takbeq place tglroughgut hz
coun n bringing to punishment
those who have proved Migmt to the
trust confided to them, andin elevating -
to public office ‘none but thosewho
possess the confidence .of the honest
and virtuoug, who it will ahr?a be
. found comprise. a .mdjority 6f the
‘community~in yetich they live,” .
Inmy message to congress one ,year
1 urgently.recommended a reform

I in the civil service of the country. 'In

-_conformity with that recommendation, -

|, congress in the ninth section of an act

agfrotﬁeriatiﬂn for sundryecivil
‘expenses of government and for
other purposes, approved March 3,
1871, gave the necessary authority to '
the executive toinaugurate a civil ser-
viee reform and J}lﬂed upon him the
nstionﬂtbth of deing so. Under the
authority of said act, I convened a
board of gentlemen eminently qualified
for the work, to deyise rules and regu-
lﬂ;innal ait:; effect- needa? regfr?.

eir labers ars not-yet completed, but |
it is belieyved thlgpghej’ will succeed in
devising a plan which can be adapted
to the great relief of the exeecutive, the
heads of departments and members of
congress, and which will redound to
the truc interest of the public service.
At'all events the experiment shall have
a fair trial. ' -
S -~ | Conclusion.

I have thus hastily summed up the
operations of the government during
the last year, and made such sugges-
tions as occur to me to be proper for
your consideration. I submit them
with a confidence that your combined
actions will be the wisest and the best
for the interest of the whole country.

" [Signed],

- 15ied U. 8. GRANT.,
. President.
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Covvespondence,

- . CHILDREN.

Children are a continuation of the
reat life stream of eternity, ever flow-
ng and increasing in volume to oc-
cupy immensity. They e to us

3 Eou-rq from -{be presence of the *Father,

receive their portion of mortality, in
giving which, we but pay the debt in-
curred to the Giver of life for.our own
existence. We only initiate them as
others have us, into the shadowy re-
gions of death,that they may have the
privilege of passing through its portals
to a more perfect life beyond.

As parents, we are too apt to throw
ourselves upon our dignity, to consider
our children too far beneath us, to look
upon them as mere novices in the ex-
periences of existence. If the former
aﬁiritlnl life helps to mould and develo
the present, may not tH& egotism of
adult age often resume more than the
circumstances really warrant?

What isthe great difference between
the little daughter who smoothes the
ruffies’of her new,apron with complacent
pride, and the mother matroun who
goes into ecstacies over a new dress, or
‘‘alove of a bonnet,”” or beiween the
little som who delights in his reeking
horse, and the father who glories
in the fast trotter, with which he can
distance his neighbors, only that the
older has tir of the toys which
plesge the younger? If, as spiritual
existences, we were present when the
foundations of the earth were laid, the
few years we may have gnased here
more than our children are but a small
item in the gum total of our existence;
and it ill becomes us to pride ourselves,
overmuch, on the great wisdom we
may have acquired in so short a time.

There is no part of buman. existence
which appears so full of pleasure, as
healthy childhood, when love shields
and protects, Such a childhood is ever
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in the desertdf fhi¢h helps to keep
the aﬂeatin‘hhqa I#ﬁ“;{hila in contact
with chilling realities,

Hard is the fate of children whose ex-

panding natures reach out for affection
and u.’é'ﬁ:is%t-o:t#jﬁmmﬁ ! ilgﬁ.‘cﬁ_ﬂﬂ
repulse. Only an honest heart ~nd =
kind providenoce will keep such from
vicious ways, for uncultivated affec-

tions leave .a veoid for vica to creep

ol B B % ~D
The ehild, whose days are passed with
the mere privilege of living, who is fed
and clothed, because some one con-
ceives it to be a duty to keep it from
starvation and nakedness, because it is

| a human being, whose little hands ane
forced to early toil, that it may earn the

pittance which charity doles out to it;
who retiresto rest weary and lonely, with
no mother’s kiss or kind father’s good
nigdht, to quicken the impulses of love
an
tirely recover from the evil effects of
the chille which withered the flowers of
affection in the bud, to leave a desolate
gpot in the heartin after life,

The compulsory smothering of the

affections in childhood and youthjoften |

creates a confirmed habit in after life,
and throws around us the icy coldness
of reserve. This begets reservein those
who would sweeten our existence with
the sympathies-of real friendship, and
shuts out the supshine, that would
ﬂtrhérwise ¢heer our journey through

e.

Akin in misfortune to the real ore
?hnn,l.ra-, ose children who see in their
ather only the dignified guardian,
watching for faults, to chastize with the
greatest severify. Children, in order
to thrive well, need to skip and play, as
well as thelambsinthe meadow. ’lyhay
need the invigoratinginfluence of love,
as well as the light and warmth of the
luminary of dnE. They should be treat-
ed with more kindness than severity,
witlt more‘patience than chastisement

peace in its bosom, can never en- |

person .to co
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‘Epown habitable globe. . To * iply
d rep the earth,”” has bgen s
divine injanction te this people,andihe
numerous progeny tbat surround our
family hearthstonesars ample evidence
that there exists no desire toevade this

T T S
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les and quick-

| enir g intellect of uur'-yow ult“nq‘ re-
sent s subject fraught with terl;st,

coupled as it is with the fact that phy-
sica' life throughout civilization is gaify
on the retr e, and that the * gocial
evil’' is sapping the very life blood
from our social system, producing a

state of society bordering on chaos,
Mt healamities that-the mind
.arts back aghast at. b1 24 |
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A number of years’ experience as a
teacher has led me to the conelusion
that in all probability, if those who so
pa?uﬂﬁdpﬁu the extinction of the so-
called ‘‘fwin relic’”” would compare the
status. mentally and phyrically of the
two classes of children, polygamous and
monogamous, they wonld find sbun-
dant reason to change their way of
thinking, ¢ . _

I have'carafally noted the two clagses
under' & variety of circumstances and
find that ip point of natural ability, in
the possession especially of reasoning
facuities, in point of government and
control, in physieal development, the
children of polygamous parents are
decidedly the superior of those of mono-
gamous. _All of this can be explained
upon u?nmnm sense principles, and if
any impar persons will take the
trouble to investigate the subject, they
cannot but be forced to the conclusion
that the above. ideas are practically
correct. That they ean-besubstantiated
in any of our Ward =chools is a iore-
gone conclusion, —
_As it is with nations, so it is with
families, the family simply being a na-
tion in ambﬁo .there. is buf one

_ tﬁuh‘-tha ) s then,

It speaks ill for the wisdom of a| with Selkirk of boyishifmiemiory he

father, and the happiness of a home
when hlis presence checks hilarity an

could assert, **I ant monsrch of all I
survey.”” Bulplace Awo individuals on

cheerfulness, and causes his little ones | the island, and the assertion is<*simply

toslip away into the nooks and cornérs,
to walch, like mice a caf, for him to
disappear before coming out.  Buch a
reigning spirit in a household is cer-

|tainly the antipodes of that manifested

by var Savior, when he teok little chil-
dren in his arme and blessed them.
Children generally remsin in such a
home but a short time after they are
able to leave it, and the parents reap the
natural results of their nnwise course in
occupying their fireeides alone in their
old age. JAMES A. LITTLE.

— i

SALT LAKE CrITY, Dec. 4, 1871.

Editor Deseret News:—Mankind, as |

arule, are prooe to indalge in invec-
tive, whenever.an opportunity presents
itsell; apparently preferring to over-
whelm an antagonist with a shower of
adjectives, rather than appeal to the
reasoning facultiee of the man, and
conviuce him eof the error of his
ways, by producing oconvincing argu-
ment that will have its weight, Es-
pecially is this true as regards the dis-
cussion of the subject of polygamy. To
judge from the numerous newspaper
articles touching cn the subject, one
would suppoee that however much the
writers may oppose the flagrantly ille-
gal proceedings of the Mormen crusad-
ers, yet they can only indulge in bitter
invective toward the peculiar institu-
tion, not condesecending to examine
into the merite and demerits of the
cage, but simply branding the practice
as barbarous, heathenish, anti-progres-
sive, ete., etec., without stepping to

P | examine intos prectical r

_ te, as to
whether sociely was banaﬂttecl. as to
whether the moral condition of the coms-
munity was elevated or degraded, as
to whether the physical man was im-
proved, or the reverse.

To the philanthropist and statesman,
the foregoing summary method of dis-
pmins of this great social problem, I
should judge would not be entirely sat-
isfactory. 2

In selecting a tree from the mursery
for transplanting, one paturally en-
quires as to the natare of the fruif it
bears, so the thlnkinF man, when & prin-
ciple that affects society is presented be-
fore him for endorsement or rejection,
naturally asks what is the nature of the
frait it bears, So I judge will thinking
men view the question of polygamy.
The animadversions of a certain claas
of men in Utah, will not succeed in
bliading them to the fact that the re-

sults of polygamy have so far sur-

&md the expectation of its
o8t sanguine advocates in its prac-
tieal res In fulfilling the first great

|

eommand, Utah stands preeminently

tyranny. ‘The one >hild 6f the family
is king, or queen, as the case may be,
and carries these ideas to school with
him, soon to aseertain that others have
rights which he is bouwd te respect,
but whié¢h ho does not naturally wish
to, owing to the circumstances by
which he has been surrounded. Oa the
other haud, the numerous honsshold of
a polygamous family learn to know
that >thers have equal rights with
themselves and, at even a tender age,
imbibe the spirit of reason, that stands
them in good stead in more mature
years. g

This stapds out so plainly, that it
cannot but attract the attention of the
observer,and the humanitarian will cer-
tainly draw conclusions from it, that
will do much to deaden the effect of
preconceived notions and biased ideas,
g0 prevalent at the present fime. That
the great social problem pec:uliar to the
Mormons, is to-day being more exten-

‘sively investigated than ever Refore, is

a fact pateat to "the eyes of alli The
result of this investigafion, eve: “he
that runs can read,”” and we can now
confidently.- look -forwsrd to fhe time
when the world at large will to a cer-
tain extent comprehend the beneficial
results that flow from obeying the
behests of God, even though it be poly-
my. Certain it is that our enemies
ave done more fo spread a knowledge
of the %napnl than could the wunited
efforts of our Elders have accomplished
in treble the same length of time.
Judicial mandates,warping of thelaw
fromite rnger muninp,nlf, persecution
even unto death itself, will not change
the facts as they exist. American in.
telligence, a8 enunciated through the
press of the country, is teo quick to
allow the mass of the people to remasin
in ignorance of the fact that the resulis
of polygamy are beneficial to society at
large. Already the word ‘‘Mormon’”
has become synoymous with order, tem-
perance, sobriety, virtue, and good gov-
ernment. May we not then hope that
at no distant day, the honest of the
earth will turn to the principles of
“Mormonism,” a8 a refuge from the
storms and sfrife of politieal, secial,
and ecclesiastical warfare?

Respectfully, EXTEMPORE.

e

In a street car, recently, some ladies
fancied that they ‘smelt small pox,”
and vigorously gquestioned the c¢on- |
ductor on the subject. All the oc-
cupants of the . car were eatly
perturbed for awhile, but finally
peace returned when it was discovered

that a al German lady in the ocar
Was 0 taking home a can of esour




