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hydra or monster serpent coiled over
and over here there seems to be a
wide discrepancy bear in mind
first of all that the abbreviated
sign of the scorpion is an
italic m having a spear headed
tail that is the cursive or
hierhieraticatle egyptian rendering
of the picture of a scorpion in like
manner the hydra was rendered
hieratically by a figure not unlike
a combined italic mv mx next
the Egyptegyptiansiaus as a nation dwin-
dled completely and the catholic
monks had the monopoly of the
scanty astronomy which survived
and this probablybably suggested
to them maria virgineVirgioe and thus
the virovirgo crept into the zodiac

we will now leave and
all they suggest to the mind and
cross the nile back to deneh and
witness the noise and confusion of
a modern egyptian erfortthathat mat-
ter of

A TYPICAL ORIENTAL FETE
namely that of hassanhaman and hassain
the brutal manner in which a cer-
tain Mabom sect does penance
for the death of these two martyrs
the wayvay in which a whole proces-
sion inflicts wounds upon themselves
until through loss of blood they
faint away and other sights of a
similar nature were some time ago
very vividly described by elder J
clove who wItwitnessedHessed the proceed-
ings at constantinople

this town at present has perhaps
ten times its normal population
the strangers or visitors camp on
the roofs in the streets and in tilethe
fields half a mile all around town
some in tents and some in the burn-
ing sunshine to get to the
fair grounds we pass through
a throng0 of native egyp-
tians fellfellahabIDin from distant
rural districts nubiansNub ians ethiopians
and from the upper
nile country arabians from yemen
jedda and mecca pilgrims from
morocco algiers tripoliLri pOli tunis
turkey and the oasis who nave
either hastenedbastened or delayed their trip
to meetmeciaa so as to witness this feast
they all differ in dress and dialect
but cherish one another as brethren
for the sake of the best prophet
I1 might describe a thousand things
but will confine myself to a few
through a cloud of dust painful to
eye and lung and through a throng
of swarthy mortals prancing horses
braybraying asses and I1loping camels we
proceed to the grand square

however is not a square
but a graveyard full of talltail shape-
ly mausoleums sepulchreschres and
tombs the pedestrians must
ever le on the lookout for
life an limb furfor the effen-
ddisIs qualisauauis beys or pashas on horse
or camel have the right of way and
are amenable to no one in case of

through this long
gowned turbanedned crowd and in the
midst of thousands of veiled women
we slowly wend our way through a
din and clatter hard to describe we
are surrounded by howlingbowling and
dancing dervishes nodding der-
vishes dervishes who repeat the
litany of waw clapping their breasts
or cheeks at each alternate word
until they are red and swollen here

is a gang of dervishes who in the
name of mahammed and with tam
bordine and cymbals work uptip the zeal
of self mutilating dervishes who
when sufficiently wrought up slowly
insert blades of cold steel iron spitsspite
and long needles through the muscles
of the abdomen chest arms and
through the forehead the cheeks
and the ears and allallaerfor a few paltry
copper coins

looking at tillall this we become
dizzy audand we march on trying to
observe other things we notice the
buildings which have been impro-
vised for the occasion in this grave-
yard many of the squalid taber-
nacles are made of reeds corn
stalks stalks of juradura maize palm
leaves and also
of acacia mimosa Nilo tica branches
in which case mats of barley straw
are resorted to tofurnish a complete
awning or shade then we come to
shanties made of broken boards and
rags next to low broad tents of
goatsgoatse and camels wool then to
something like immense cart wheels
on the ended of a pole upon the wheel
a mat or gunney sack is spread
it is a sort of immense parasol next
we reach a shebang made of cracked
jars together with slime
and dung then come low dingy
hovels cabins huts etc at last
we reach the

DANCING OROB AT EHO

whose style of contortions has re-
ceived the sanction of thousands of
years as is attested by vivid repre-
sentations of their terpsichorean
movements attitudes and poses upon
some of the sacred and most ancient
monuments of the nile country
yet as I1 do so would the reader
look upon thetheirir art as more rude
than pleasingpig more laborlaboriouslobs than
artistic more like a peculiar mode of
gymnastic than dance and I1in all
more weird bizarre and uncommon
than interesting however a short
explanation is necessary whereby
to elucidate a description further on
relating to a cruel manner in which
arabian steeds are made to imitate
these girls let us consider one
she is chastely dressed bedecked
with two hundred gold coins worth
in all her earearringsearningsTings are of mas-
sive gold on her ankles above her
bare feet are two heavy silver ank
lets around her wrists are bracelets
of gold silver and many of cut
glass which tinkle merrily when
she moves her arms in graceful
dul atory movements as though imi-
tating a snake gliding over the water
in her left handband is now a long
rod when the music has abated
a little she walks along hurriedly
swaying herself tinkling small
cymbala fastened to her hands
and bobbing with her head
continually as a snake does when
captivated by sweet strains of a flute
or fife when the music grows more
intense and hurried she adjusts her

especially the coins ever
prone to twist about thenceforth
she stands almost on one spot as
though riveted leaning on the rod
then to our astonishment though
she does not lift a foot from the
ground we see as if in a second
from her shoulders to the knees a
movement as though she stamped

the ground powerfully with her
feet or more like a momentary
shock of paralysis this she repeats a
dozen or more times ever tinkling
and bobbing her head next by a
contraction and sudden exexpansionn of
the muscles of first one andan then the
other leg and of the corresponding
arm simultaneously she causes the
flesh of one or the other half of her
whole body to tremble and quiver at
every alternate beat of music

now we go to the dancing horses
which are racing along at breakneckbreak neck
speed and are turned aroUDarounddasas
abruptly as unexpectedly by a tre-
mendous jerk of a vicious cruel
bridle batand are then again spurred
up to the former speed and again soBO

turned around and the rider lest
he should be almost inevitably
hurled off his steed in its sudden
whirls has in his hand a long lance
one end of which he thrusts to the
earth at the very moment he so
suddenly turns his horse this ex-
ercise is indulged in a long time by
twenty or more equiequinesness which in
their furious career dattdart past six or
eight musicians fourbutir or five of
whom with inflated cheeks and
bulging eyes apply strong blasts to
squeaking flageoletsflageolets fairly kicking
and nodding their heads iuin their
endeavors to keep time with one
another while increasing the speed
of the music the other twot wo or
three artists carry thick pear shaped
bottomless earthen pots or jars
covered at the wide ends with goat
skin these are beaten alternately
with a slender rattan cane and a
short thick strap of hippopotamus
hide the panting horses have al-
ready been brought up before this
noisy but active band

the excitement makes them snort
and neigh the foam or froth at the
ijlipsire and mouth is crimson with
blood under the impulse of the
spurs they start with a leap in the
direction of the music which they
face and from which they are not
ten feet distant but the next moment
a pull at the bit brings the horse to
a halt standing on his hind legs
pawing the air with his forelegsfore legs
as the bridle bit is being continually
jerked if he backs up he is spurred
and thus he totters about on two
legs trying with the other two to
keep his balance the rider like
the almeh with her staff maintains
his equilibrium by the help of his
lance and the horse evermore im-
patient bobs hisbis head around like the
girls as he is allowed neither to go
ahead notnor back he males con-
tinual endeavors while on his hindbind
legs to turn aside thisthia way or that
thus twisting and contorting his
flanks and thighs like thoath girls
during this time the flesh of
his whole body twitchesswitchestw itches and quiv-
ers painfully the crimson lathorlatherlathor
falls to the earth from his mouth
and the gore trickles down the hindbind
legs from the spur wounds five
or six horses per forta ataat a time and
are led away and doctored while
others succeed them and this lasts
four afternoons and is a sport in
dulled in by noblemen and rich
arabian and egyptian horse ddeal-
ers

eal

FIVE DAYS IN THE DESERT

april 20 1I am now in the desert


