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hydra or monster serpent coiled over
and over. Here there seems to be a
wide discrepancy. Bear in mind,
tirst of ull, that the abbreviated
sign of the scorpion is ap
itallec 7:, having a spear-headed
tail; that is the cumsive or
hieratic { Egyptian} rendering
of the picture of a scorpiom. In like
mapner the hydra was rendered
hieratieally by a figure not uniike
a combined italie mv (mz). Next|
the Egyptiavs as a uvation dwio-
dled completely, and the Catholic
monks kad the monopoly of the
scanty astronomy which, survived,
and this ©mv?? probably suggested
to them Maria Virgine, and thus
the viruo erept into the zodiac.

We will pow leaveantiguilies aud
all they supgpest to the miod and
cross the Nile, back to Keneh, and
witness the noise and coufusion of
a3 modern LEgyptian, or,for that mat-
ter, of
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oaroely,that of Hassan and Hassalno.
The brutal manoer iu which a cer-
taln Mahommedan sect does penance
‘for the death of these two inartyrs,
the way ino which a whole proees-
sion inflicts woundsupon themsei ves
until, through loss of blood, Lhey
fuint away, and other sights of a
similar nature, were sume time ago
very vividly descrived by Elder J.
Clove, who witnessed the pruceed-
inge at Constavtioople.

This townat present has, perhaps, |
ten times its mormal population.
The strangers or visitors camp on
the roofs, in the streets. and iu the
flelds half a mile all around town;
some in tents and some in the buro-

ing suuwshine. Toe get to the
fuir grounds we pass through
a throng of noative Egyp-
tinns  (fellabin) from  distaot

rural districts, Nubians, Ethiopians
and Abyssinians fromn the upper
Nile country, A rabians from Yemen,
Jedda and Mecea, pllgrims from
Moroceo, Algiers, Tripoli, Tunis,
Turkey and the Qasis, who bave
either hastened or delayed their trip
to Meeia o u8 to witness this feast.
They all differ iv Jdress aud dialeet,
but cherish one snother as brethren
for the sake of ‘‘the best prophet.”?
I might describe a thousand things,
but will confine myself to a few.
Through a cloud of dust, paivful to
eye and lung, aod through a throng
of swarthy mortals, prancing horses.
brayiug asses and loping camels, we
proceed to lhe “‘graud square,”
which, however, Is not a sgquare,
but & graveyard full of tall, shape-
ly mausoleums, sepulehres and
tombs. The pedestriaps must
ever Le on the lockout for
life ap. litob, for ihe Effen-
dis, Quauis, Beys or Paghasou horse
or camel have the right of way, and |
are amenable to no ove in case of
accidens, Through . this long-
gowued, turbaned crowd, and io the
midst of thousuwnds of veiled women,
we stowly wend our way through a
dio and clatter hard to déseribe. We
are surrounded by howling and
dapcing dervighes, pnolling der-
vishes, dervigshes who repeat the
lituny of Waw,clapping their breasts
or cheeks at each alteruate word,
until they arered a nd swollen, Here

| and long veedles through the muscles
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is a gang of dervishes who in the
pame of Mahemmed, and with tam-
boruine and gymbals work up the zeal
of melf-mmutilating dervishes, who
when sufficiently wroughtup siowly
insert blades of cold steel, irov spits

of the abdomen, chest, arms, and
through the forehead, the checks
anod the ears, and all for a few paltry
copper coina.

Looking at all this we become
dizzy, and we march on, trying Lo
observe other things. We notjce the
buildivgs whivh have been impro-
vised for the occasiou in this grave-
yard. Mauy of the squalid taber-
pacles gre made of reeds, corn
stalks, stalks of dura-malze, palm
leuves (phoeniz-dictilifera), and also
of acacia ( Himosa Nilutica) branches,
in whirh case mats of bariey straw
are resoried to to furnish a complete
awoiog or shade. Then wu come to
shanties made of broken boards and
rags, vext to low, broad tents of
goats’ and camelg’ wool, then lo
something like immeuse cart wheels
on the e2d of a pule; upon the wheel
a mat or guupey sack is spread;
it is a sort of immense parasol; next
we reach a shebapg made of ¢cracked
jars, masoned together with slime
aod dung; then come low, diugy
hovels, cabins, huts, elc. At last
we reach the

DANCING JIRLS, OB ALMEHQ,

whose style of contortlons has re-
ceived the sanction of thousands of
years, as is attested by vivid repre-
sentatious of their terpsichorean
movements, attitudes and poses upon
some of the sacred and most ancient
moouments of the Nile eountry;
yet, as I do, 50 would the reader,
look upon their art as raore rude
thano pleasing, more luborious than
artistie, more like n peculiar mode of
gymupastic than dance, and in all
more weird, bizarre and uncommon
than interesting. However, a short
explanation is necessary whereby
to elucidate a desgription furtheron,
relating to a cruel manper io which
Arabian steeds e made to imitate
thiere girls. Let us congider one.
Bhe is chastely dressed. bedecked
with two hundred gold coins, worth
in all $500; her earrings are of mas-
sive gold; on her ankles. above her
bare feet, are two heavy silver ank-
lets; around her wrists are bracelets
of guld, silver and mauy of cut
glass, whieh tinkle merrily when
she moves her arms In graceful un-
dulatory movements, as though imi-
tating asnake gliding over the water.
In her left hand is mow a long
rod. When the musip has abated
a little she walks along hurriedly,

swaying herself, tinkling small
yymbals. fasten to her hands,
and bobbing with her head

continually. ne s anake does when
captivated by swest straios of a fute
or fife. When the music grows more
intense and hurried she adjusts her
paruse, especially the coips. ever
preoe to twist about; thenceforth
she stands almost on owne spot, as

though riveted, leaniog on the rod;
then, to our astepishment, though
she does not lift a foot frem fhe
ground, we see, as if in a second,
from her shigulders to the kpees a
movement as though she stamped |

the grouwvd powerfully with her
feel—or more like n momentary
stioek of paralysis. Thisshe repeatan
dozen or more times, ever tinkling
awd boblLing her head. Next, by a
contraction and sudden expansion of
the muscles of first one and then the
other leg, and of the correspouding
arm simultaneously, she causes the
flesh of one or the other half of her
whole body to tremble and quiver at
every alternate beat of music.

Now we go to the dancing horses
which are racing along at break-neck
speed, and are turoed around as
abruptly s8 unexpecledly by a tre-
mendous jerk of a vicious, cruel
bridle-bit,and are then again spurred
up to the former speed and agaio so
turned arcund; aod the rider, lest
he should be almost inevitably
hurled off his steed in its sudden
whirls, has in his band aloug lauce,
one end of which he thrusts to the
evarth at the very moment he so
sudden!y turops his horse. This ex-
ercise Is indulped in a long time by
twenty or more equines, which, in
their furious career dart past six or
eight musiciaps, fuur or five of
whom, with inflated cheeks and
bulging eyes, apply stroog blasts to
squeaking flageolets, firly kicking

and noddiog their heads fu their’

endeavors to keep time with one
another while increasing the speed
of the musle. The other two or
three artists carry thick pear-shaped,
bottomless carthen pots or jars,
covered at the wide ends with goat
gkin. These nre beaten alternately
with a slender rattan cave and a
short thick strap of hippopotamusg
hide. The panting horsea have al-
ready been brought up gefore this
noisy but active band.

The execilement mukes them snort
and peigh; the foam or frath at the
lips and mouth is erimson with
blood. Under the impulse of the
spurs they stnrt with a leap in the
direction of the music, which they
face, and from which they are pot
ten feet distant; but the next moment
a pull at the bit brings the horse to
a halt, standing oo his hind legs,
pawing the air with his fore legs,
as the bridle bit is being continually
jerked; if he backsup he is spurred,
and thus bhe totters about on two
legs trylog with the other two to
keep his balance. The rider, like
the Almeh with herstaff, maivutaing
his equilibrium by the help of his
lance, and the horse evermore im-
patient bobs his head around like the
girls; as he is allowed neither to go
aheal pDor back, he mal.es con-
tinual endeavora while on his hind
legs to turn aside this way or that,
thus twisting apnd ecovutorting his
flanks and thighs
During this time the flesh of
liis whole body twitches and quiv-
ers paiufully, the crimson lather
falls to the earth from his mouth,
and the gore trickles down the hind
legs from the spur wounds. Five
or six llorses perform at a time and
are Jed away and doctored, while
others succeed them, and this lasts
four ufternoons, and is a sport ib-
dulred in hy ooblemen and rich
Arabisu and Egyptian horse denl-
ers.
FIVE DAYS IN THE DESERT.

April 20. I am now in the desert.

like the girls.



