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everybody in london knows sadbad j

lersgs wells theater situated on rose 1

ry avenue Clerkenwell in the good
old days when dolly varden of dick-
ens1 no barnaby rudge fame used to re-
side8 in the near vicinity and turn
thew headsbeads of all the gay
apprentices of the hidistrictstrict
with her bright smile and saucy dim-
ples there were green fields in the
vicinity of the famous angel inn of0
Is lington prosperous city merchants
hadbid their homes in the immediate dis-
trict affluence and respectability
reigned predominant the most famous
actors of london subsequently used to
entrance fashionable audiences in the
then suburban theater of sadlers
wells

alas how hhaveave the mighty fallen
the theater still stands so do a great
many of the noble residences of the de-
parted city magnates but no longer do
4 garrick and a siddons tread the
boards no longer do the link boys of
these hard drinking old eastern mer-
chantschants extinguish their torches in the
hd iron snuffsnuffersera beside the portal 0off
heir masters residences the famous

theater is now a second cousin to what
Is19 termed in the modern
babylon a penny gaff the man
flione and terraces that still stand are
now nothingifo thing more gror less in the ma-
jority of cases than noisyholsy overcrowded
human warrens with three or ffourour
families and attendant gT fnning child-
ren whose name is legion to each floor
of a single dwelling house

sadlers wells theater carf hardly be
said to bee situated on an aristocratic
thoroughfare while seeking the en-
trances you may if you are short-
sighted fall over a fruit stall or two
together with a collection of second
handband rusty iron bedsteads that are ex-
posed for sale in the streets by the
storekeepers who conduct at the best a
Vrecarlous livelihood in the immediate
vicinity the theater itself presents to
the eye a dilapidated exterior it is
witbuilt after the simple but unobtrusive
tylestyle of architecture commonly known

seab the dry goods packing case pat-
tern four straight brick walls punc-
tured here and there by a stray window
the beams of a flickering yellow gas
lamp revealing a dismal attempt at a
pilasterpitaster chipped portico before the car-
riage entrance

ine the time for commane
ftp the second house had already
truckryck when two and I1 pulled up out

44ide temple of thessisThespis
dulcet trainsstrains were issuing from the in-

to
in-

in which a bassbasa drum and a
trombone took a prominent

ort A portly andindividual stood at the
box elentrancetrance he wore in the precise
oAcentercapterpter to be of an acre

f diore or less of Immaculaite shirt bosom
dee of the mostmoot berfperfectact specimens of
tie lass cutters art as I1 have ever

enBH privileged to encounter the
bereitret Nnelsissis apparently recognize
londondon another international cour
that demonstrates johnny bullsjy attitude for in a few minutes

afterr producing our pasteboard we
eeree ushered into a stage booxbooi by a

emsel with a most tearfulfearful and won-
derful cranial integument in thekhe form

aga huge greasy bob as big as a foot
bal on the back of her head

wee put on alreairs until we learned thatAi regular price of the stage box was
09ofle shilling each or to be vulgar two
irith A4 time

TM was in full swing and al
fibyly there was trouble brewing so90
badh ob that thiethe first words that greet

earn were stand back cur r roe
ail we stood back and throwing

alarIT arnusarms arolandargued each other wept bit
V thlit associations connected with

adobe theater in a certain city some
ato awayamay passed before us in
stollyarlly we j echoed
Isa it Is our long lostloit lincoln J car

ter there was something touchingly
familiar about that cur r arse yer
that conjured up visions of a terrible
leap for life the greatest mechani-
cal stage effect of the age once more
we saw paul hamer stoicallycally trans-
ferring his gaze from the desolate

to the top heavy gallery in the
center of the front row on which with
elbows squared sat the two deaf
mutes of the northeast bench whilst
president simpson of the newsboys
union was to be observed nearby
supported by his noble henchmen
peanuts and english in evening

dress 1 e shirtsleevesshirt sleeves
the play apparently was of the
rohnl shot ike and the vigilantes

order there was a loving roll about
that cur r arse yer which lingers in
my memory even yet the observa-
tion was on the part of the leader of the
aforesaid who apparently
had ike corneredCornbred together with his
sweetheart the heroine and of course
her mother who was there to play pro-
priety just as we were fairly seated
and things had begun to assume a min-
iature assaultassaul t on sansantiagoalago aspect a
peculiar individual fearfullyfer fully and won-
derfullyder fully attired to represent a miner of
desolate gulch at least so the playbillplay bill
led us to believe strolled nonchalantly
on the playplaybillbill led us to believe
strolled nonchalant lyon thekhe stage and in
the purest cockney accent I1 ever heard
outside of informed the
audience in generaland the first violin
in the orchestra in particular that he
had arrived to see fair play and coant
yer bergit mthit what I1 liked most
about this individual then and ever
afterwards was his supreme coolness in
everything he undertook and which
never deserted him not even in that
fateful moment when he asked the
heroine to become his bride much as
though he were asking her forthe loan
of her wash tub

one must not infer that there were
moments when this perambulating
arsenal could not rise supreme to the
occasion such as for instance when he
seated himself and with grandiloquent
impressiveness demanded of gobby
george the gladiator of the gulch bar

two coffin screws and a pile driver
subsequently I1 hunted through the bar-
tenders companion and ignominiously
failed to locate the particular beveragebeveTage

I1 all went merry as a marriage
bell I1 have encountered that simile
elsewhere but let itao until one of the
vigilantes attempted to jab a couple of
cold steel into the cool ones cervical
verterbrae retribution swift and sure
followed the cool one lit a two terfer
and sailed in down went the vigi-
lantes down went the audience to
liquor upeor the next act or rather to
be accurate part of them remremainedaanen to
yell themselves hoarse over the telling
finale

now we could examine the audience
at our leisure and they likewise ariti
elsecise the two doffs in the box as far
as criticism went the honors were dis-
tinctly with the audience what an
audience we shall never forget that
penny two centhycents gallery to our dying
day tom wanted to be where there
were kids they were here in shoals
preprematurelyprematurematur I1 old little urchins with
matted hhairar dirty faesfaces and rags that
in a windstorm would flay them to
death one and all jabbed in so tightly
that when the center one coughed he
shook the entire row the house fair-
ly clean and tidy in itself was packed
in every part mostly by lads and young
girls costers bootblacks fur pullersbullerspul lers
trolley boys flower girls match sellers
odoriferous fish porters factory hands
onlandone and all mixed up indiscriminately
and enjoying their penno of blood
and gunpowder pandemonium reigned
supreme oncee more I1 plead guilty to
the charge of plagiarism apparently
the band was playing but although the

first cornet was visibly going bablack tin
the face with his exertions bafobeforeN toyvery eyes we were hardly aware thimthat
the orchestra was discoursing blachblatant4ft
music little street arabs who
to have been still in kilts or in bed
where they managed to get their ad
mission money from goodness only
knows were doing their juvenileJuvenI16 beat
to split ones tympanum with ear split
ting whistles and cat calls coy
maidens wearing impossible hau
that must have been conceived A

j

by delirious milliners were yelyellinglift
with astonishing vigor facetious greet
ings to palpable acquaintances across
the building wat 0 liza wot arlo
yer pearlispearl is

in the pit sfat number of caster girls 0oc
the large hat greagreasys y bang aandnd m
colored ostrich feather varlevarietyty aftwerft
exchanging in stentorian tonesfroines sweetthingsnothingsno more to the point thanbran wibb
elegance thus did festive poverty
opolisapolis lay tribute to the 1

1muse
the popular pastime of the guv igods seemed to be tobo provide thealtselves from the universal purveys

who hawked his wares between
with a harpothha poth of cherries in a sack
which they devastated in an incredibly
short space of time then fro vary taft
monotony they would beguile the ajaflee
ing moment aad surreptitiously ineat 4a well sucked cherry stone betweenbe tweentwelAdirty thumb and finger and take isteady almaim torbor the eye of the long aut
fering artist in the orchestra who ppre
sided over the big drum departdepartmentdepartieme A aal

gentle squeeze a savage whoop of tarf
u bullet hadad fou

fc billbiltbilltt ever and anon thy goiriVM
I1 r fafhi1

1 pofo tht lav in
front row of the pit stalls who aril
providing a diminutive infantile dl

of her noble maternalmaternal aalight liquid refreshments
quote the immortal bard a worm
turn if trodrod upon even a sausage 4

turn if kept too bong the mamatratitlady arose from her seat infant
and all and with long suffering mtma
erly dignity observed tfro0 the occueoccupantsoccupantan a
of the gallery in general thatthai hlfhilf ya
coant chuck hihrt ill come hup
punch yer bloody eads 11

finally the band prevailed the Vfadacktain went up the committee on af
from the irrigation department ctup likewise and wlwithth a lot of aap
antly unnecessary wastewake of pupuiglings gate unintelligible sarsarcasmcasidsanguinary conversation resumed i
respectrespectivelire bencbenchesties and proceddaproceddiedelL
drink in the nextnex installment of blbi
and thunder the youth who dudorfi
themthe lastlae five minutes had been arrbree
a well developed riot incidental tasuccessful angling with a bent bi
threthreadadforfor a very sporty leghorn fial
the pit below waswag ignominiously
downstairs out inato the dold
world by the low atteahtesorder was once restorestoreded altafterrsecond act had lieenbeen anderaundera way
fully seven minutes

we saw the villain with we ari
reiterationmon catch the herdine onon atie
soBO to speak and after dusting hisa ppi
ent leleather shoes con template fate fifi

a mining camp desperado in patepaate
leathers light the regularegulation clog
leisurely pick up his unconscious bl
den blow a thick cloud and 1baucMW

i

on the opposite side with a big pa
of the heroines ready made pallor 6
the left shoulder of hsho velvevelveteenteen cotet
the heroine waswaa not 90
either for when she broke in uduponA a
nice little lynchinglunchinglyn ching bee in which taft
hero was to be the star attractattractionloo erfftaxath the aid of two revolversrevolver andbulldog cleared the canyon really
thought the heavens would bom
associations coconjurednjured upup byy the
were beginningbegin I1 g to be toabdo mu
Wwee werewere ullaso rising arbfrom our abataMs we


